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PREFACE. 



To open the path to the myriad wondere of creation, 
which, altogether unseen by the unassisted eye, are 
made cognisable to sight by the aid of the Microscope, 
is the aim and scope of this volume. Great and 
gorgeous as is the display of Divine power and wisdom 
in tlie tilings that are seen of all, it may safely be 
affirmed that a far more extensive prospect of these 
glories lay unheeded and unknown till the optician's 
art revealed it. Like the work of some mighty genie 
of Oriental fable, the brazen tube is the key that un- 
locks a world of wonder, and beauty before invisible, 
which one who has onco ga^ed upon it can never foi*- 
get, and never cease to admire. 

This volume contains but a gleaning; the author 
has swept rapidly across the vast field of marvels, 
snatching up a gem hero and there, and culling one 
and another of the brilliant blossoms of this flowery 
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region, to M'cave a specimen cliaplet, a sample coronal, 
which may tell of tlie good things behind. Tet the se- 
lection has been so made as to leave untouched no con- 
siderable area of the great field of Zoology which is 
under the control of the Microscope ; so that the stu- 
dent who shall have verified for himself the observa- 
tions here detailed, will be no longer a tyro in micro- 
scopic science, and ■will be well prepared to extend his 
independent researches, without any other limit than 
that which the finite, though vast, sphere of study itself 
presents to him. 

The staple of tlie work now offered to the pnblic 
consists of original obserpation. The author is far 
from thinhing lightly of the labours of others in this 
ample field ; but, still, it is true tliat, respecting very 
many of the subjects that came under his notice, he 
found, in endeavouring to reproduce and verify pub- 
lished statements, so much pei-plexity and difficulty, 
that he was tlirown back upon himself and nature, 
compelled to observe de novo, and to set down simply 
what he himself could see. The ever accumulating 
stock of observed and recorded facts is the common 
property of science; and the author has not scnipled 
to reproduce, to amplify, or to abridge his own obser- 
Tations which have already ^appeared in his published 
works and scientific memoirs, as freely as he would 
have cited those of any otlier observer, in which he 
had confidence, and wiiieli 'v;q\q germane to his pur 
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FKEFACE. Vil 

pose Yet in almost all cases the observations so used 
have been subjected to I'enewed scrntiny, and havu 
been verified afresli, or corrected where found defective 

In order to relieve as much as possible the dryness 
of teclinical description, a collocLnial and familiar style 
iias been given to the 'work ; which has been thrown 
into the form of a series of imagiuaiy conversaziones, or 
microscopical soirees, in which the author is supposed 
to act as the provider of scientific entertainment and 
instruction to a circle of friends. It is proper to add, 
however, that the precision essential to science has 
never heen consciously sacrificed. A master may be 
easy and familiar without being loose or vague. 

A considerable amount of information will he found 
incidentally scattered throughout the work, on micro- 
scopic manipulation — the selecting, securing, and pre- 
paring objects for examination ;^an important matter, 
and one which presents a good deal of practical diffi- 
culty to the beginner. Xot a little help will be afforded 
to Jiim, also, on the power to observe and to discriminate 
what he has under his eye. In almost every instance, 
the objects selected for illustration are common things, 
such as any one placed in tolerably favourable circum- 
stances, with access to sea-shore and country-side, may 
reasonably expect to meet with in a twelvemonth's 
round of research. 
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The pictonal illustrations are almost co-cxteusive 
with the descriptions ; tliey are one Iiundred and thir- 
teen in number; all, with the exception of eighteen, 
productions of the author's own pencil, the great ma- 
jority liaving been drawn on tlio wood direct from the 
Microscope, at tlie same time as the respective descrip- 
tions were written- He ventures to hope that they 
will be found accurate delineations of the objects repre- 
sented* 

ToHQDiY, February, 1853. 

* The subjeels on pp. 48, 54, 113, 114 (the lower figures), and 175, 
lave been copied, under the courteous permission of the publisher, from 
Dr. Carpentet'B valuable work, " The Microscope, and lis RoTelations." 
(ChurchUl, London.) 
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EVENINGS 

AT THE MICROSCOPE. 



CHAPTER I. 



Not many years ago an eminent niicroseopist received 
a communication incjuiring whetlier, if a minute por- 
tion of dried skin were submitted to him, he could de- 
termine it to be kuramh skin or not. He replied, that 
he thought he could. Accordingly a very minute frag- 
ment was forwai'dcd to him, somewhat resembling what 
might be torn from the surface of an old trunk, with all 
the hair rubbed off. 

The professor brought his microscope to bear upon 
it, and presently found some fine hairs scattered over 
the surface ; after carefully examining which, he pro- 
nounced witli confidence that they were human hairs, 
and Buch as grew on the naked parts of the body ; and 
Btill further, that the person who had owned them was 
of a fair complexion. 

This was a very interesting decision, because the 
fragment of skin was taken from the door of an old 
church in Yorkshire ; * in the vicinity of which a tradi- 

" I am writing from memory, having no meona of referring to the orig- 
inal record, which will be fonnd in the firat (or second) Tolume of tha 
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2 EVENISOS AT THE MICEOSCOPE. 

tion is preserved, that about a thousand years ago a 
Danish robber had violated this church, and having 
been taken, was condemned to be flayed, and his skin 
nailed to the church-door, as a terror to evil-doers. 
The action of the weather and other causes had long 
ago removed all traces of the sti-etched and dried skin, 
except that, from under the edges of the broad-headed 
nails with which the door was studded, fragments still 
peeped out. It was one of these atoms, obtained by 
drawing one of the old nails, that was subjected to mi- 
croscopical Bcnititiy ; and it was inter^ting to find that 
the wonder-showing tube could confirm the ti'adition 
with the utmost certainty ; not only in the general fact, 
that it was really the sldn of man, but in the special 
one of the race to which that man belonged, viz. one 
with fair complexion, and light hair, such as the Danes 
are well known to possess. 

It is evident from this anecdote, that the human 
hair presents characters so indelible that centuries 
of exposure have not availed to obliterate them, and 
which readily distinguish it from the hair of any 
other creature. Let tis tlien begin oiu- evening's 
entertainment by an examination of a human hair, 
and a comparison of it with that which belongs to va- 
nons animals. 

Here, then, is a hair from my own head. I cut off 
about half an inch of its length, and, laying it between 
two plates of glass, put it upon the stage of the micro- 
scope. I now apply a power of 600 diameters ; that is, 
the apparent increase of size is the same as if six hun- 
dred of these hairs were placed side by side. Now, 

" TransactJons of the Uicroecopical Society " of London, The Reiii'ml f.icts, 
towever, may t 
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IIAIES, fEATlIEES, AKD SCALES. d 

with this eye-pieco micrometer, wc will first of ail 
measure its diameter. 

Toil see, crossing tlie bright circular iield of view, 
a semi-pellucJd cylindrical object ; that is the hair. 
You see also a number of fine lines drawn parallel to 
each other, exactly like tliose on an ivoiy 
rale or scale, with eveiy fifth line longer 
than the rest, and every tenth longer still. 
This is the micrometer, or scale by wliicli i 
we measure objects; and the difference in 
the length of the lines, yon will readily 
gness is merely a device to facilitate the 
counting of them. By moving the stage up 
or down, or to eitlier side, we easily get the 
hair to be exactly in the centre of the field ; 
and now, by adjusting the eye-piece, avo 
make the scale to He directly across the hair, 
at right angles witli its length. Thus we I 
see that its diameter covers just thirty of 
the fine lines"; and as, with this magnifying """"* "^"^ 
power, each line represents l-10,000tli of an inch, the 
hair is 30-10,000ths,=5i^rd of an inch, in diameter. 

In aU branches of natural history, but perhaps pre- 
eminently in mieroEcopic natural history, — owing to its 
greater liability to error from illusory appearances,— v." e 
gain much information on any given structure by com- 
paring it with parallel or analogous structures in other 
forms. Tims we shall find that our understanding of 
the structure of this hair will be much increased when 
we have seen, under the same magnifying power, 
specimens of the hair of other animals. In order, 
liowever, to explain it, I must anticipate those ob- 
servations. 
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P THE MICEOSCOPE. 

What we see, then, is a perfectly " translucent cyl- 
inder, having a light brown tinge, and marked with a 
gi-eat number of delicate lines, having a general trans- 
verse direction, but very irregularly sinuous in their 
individual courses. These lines we perceive to be on 
the surface ; because, if we slowly turn the adjustment- 
screw, the Imcs grow dim on the central part of the 
cylinder, while those parts that lie near the edges (speak- 
ing according to the optical appearance) come into dis- 
tinctness. Presently the edges of the cylinder become 
sharply defined, and are seen to be cut into exceedingly 
shallow saw-like teeth, about as far apart as the lines ; 
these, however, are so slight that they can be seen only 
by very delicate adjustment. We go on turning the 
screw, and presently another seiies of transverse lines, 
having the same characters as tlie former, but differing 
from them individually, come into view, at the sides 
first, and presently in the middle, and then, as we still 
turn, become dim, and the whole is confused. In fact 
our eye has travelled, in this process, from "the nearer sur- 
face of the hair, right through its transparent substance, 
to the farther surface ; and we have seen that it is sur- 
rounded by these sinuous Imes, which the edges— -or those 
portions of the hair which would be the edges, if it were 
split through the middle (for, optically, this is the same 
thing) — show to be successive coats of the surface, sud- 
denly terminated. If we suppose a cylinder to be 
formed of very thin paper, rolled up, and then, with a 
turning-lathe, this cylinder to be tapered into a very 
lengthened cone, the whole would be surrounded by 
Imes marking the cut-through edges of the successive 
layers of paper ; and, owing to the thickness of the 
paper not being mathematically equal in every part, 
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HAIRS, FEATHEE8, AND SCALES. 5 

these edges would be sinuous ; exactly as vvc sec iii 
tliese lines upon the hair. The effect and the cause are 
the same in the two cases. 

A hair is closely analogous to the stem of a plant ; 
inasmuch as it grows from a root, by continual additions 
of cells to the lower parts, which, as they lengtlien, push 
forward the erer-lengthening tip. Indeed, in some of 
the hairs which we shall presently look at, there is the 
most curious reeerablance to the stem of a palm, with 
the projections produced by the successive gi'owth and 
filoughing of leaf-bases around the central cylinder. 
Internally, too, the resemblance is remarkable ; for, if 
we split a human hair, and especially if we macerate it 
in weak muriatic acid, we shall find it composed of (1) 
a thin but dense kind of bark, forming the successive 
overlapping scales just described ; (2) a fibrous sub- 
stance, extending from the bulb to the point of the hair. 
By soaking the hair in hot sulphuric acid, tliis fibrous 
substance resolves itself into an immense number of 
very long cells, pointed at each end, and squeezed by 
mutual pressure into various angular forme-. " A 
human hair, of one-tenth of a line in thickness,* has 
about 250 fibrils in its mere diameter, and about 50,000 
in its entire calibre : so that these ultimate fibrils are 
finer than those of almost any other known tissue, from 
the great elongation and narrowing of their constituent 
cells as they are drawn out into the shaft of the hair 
daring growth ; and hence the expanded bulb of the 
hair, where tlie cells are yet spherical and soft."t (3) 

" This is neotlj thricB as great aa tho diaj 
wliioh was tho result of BevenJ corcfiil admcasu 
token from childhood and adult age. 

f Grant. Outl. Comp. Aaat. 647. 
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' TI!E InCKOSCOPK. 



Euiiiiing tlirongli the very centre of tlie iibrons portion 
may be sometimes discerned a dark slender line, wliieli 
iaa sort of pith {medulla), composed of minnte roundish 
cells, filled with air, and arranged in two or three ro-vvs. 




Tlie brihtles ot thcllcg heai much icsemblinco to 
the liimrui hiir On this bh le is one which ■> ou per- 
ceive lo just tlniLC as thicL as the hiirthat wo have 
been examining, or TuBt'' of an inch in diameter. The 
sinnous lines across the surface are proportionally far 
finer and closer together, and no saw-teeth are visible 
at the edge, the most delicate adjustment showing only 
a minute undulation in the ontline ; that is to say, the 
overlapping scales are far thinner, and therefore their 
terminations are nearer together, in the hair of the 
Swine than in that of Man. I will now show you a 
transverse section of a similar bristle, which I will ob- 
tain, thus : I take this old brash, and with a ra^or cut 
off one of the bundles of bristles, close to the wood ; 
then I take off as thin a shaving as I can cut, wood, 
bristles, and all: I repeat the same operation two or 
three times. liow, picking out the shavings of wood, 



..Google 



IIAIES, FEATHERS, AND SCALES. 7 

I take up a few of the dust-like atoms with the point of 
my pen-knife, and scatter them on this plate (or alide) 
of glass, and these I coyer with another plat* of thin 
glass ; for this dust is composed of thin transverse slices 
of the bristles, and as I scatter them, some -will fall 
upon their cut ends, so that we sliall look through them 
endwise. 

Here is one, very suitable for examination,— since it 
is not a whole section, the razor having passed some- 
what obliquely across it, coming out beyond the mid- 
dle, where it thins away to an edge. The outline is not 
circular, but elliptical ; that is, the hair is not round, 
but flattened. There is no separable cortex, or bai-k, 
and the whole substance appears naade lip of exces- 
sively fine fibres, of which we see the ends cut across. 
A rough dark line occupies the middle of the slice, in 
the plane of the greater diameter ; but at the edge of the 
slice we are able to see that this is not a solid core, ae 
has been sometimes supposed, but a cavity passing up 
through the hair. It is surrounded by a layer of me- 
dullary cells, which appear black, because they are 
filled with air. 

Tije finer hairs of the Horse and the Ass, such as 
those selected from the cheeks, have the sinuous edges 
of the plates about as close as in human hair. But they 
are distinguished at once by the conspicuousness of the 
medullaiy portion, which is thick, and quite opaque, 
and ia broken up (especially towards each extremity of 
the hair) into separate longitudinal irregular masses. 

The fine wool of the Sheep is clothed witii imbrica- 
tions, proportionally much fewer than those of human 
hai]', while the diameter is also much less. Thus these 
examples, selected from fine flannel and from coaree 
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8 EVENINGS AT THE SIICKOSCOrE. 

worsted, vary in diamoter from ^iVstli to yi^tli of an 
inch ; and there are, upon an average, atont two ini- 
"brications in a spaco equal to the diameter. No colour 
is perceptible in these specimens ; they are as 
transparent and colourless as glass. The im- 
bricated plates project here considerably more 
than in eitlier of tlie examples we before exam- 
ined; the "teeth," however, form an obtuse 
angle. 

We shall presently see the importance of this 
imbricate structure ; but we will first look at a 
few more examples, ia which we shall find it 
still more sti-ongly developed, in conjunction 
with some other pecnliai-ities. All the hairs 
that wo have looked at are what I have called 
1 fibrous in their interior textm-e, but those of 
Smany animals are more distinctly cellular. 

Thus, in these specimens, plucked from tlie 
BUEEp-8w-i.fur of the Cat that lies coiled tip on the hearth- 
rug, we see, firet, that the imbrications are short, being 
aboiit equal to the diameter in length, but are very 
strongly marked ; though, like those of the Sheep's 
wool, obtuse. Hence, tlie contour is extremely like 
that of the stipe of an old rough palm-tree. There is 
a distinct bark (cortex), which ia thick, and marked with 
longitudinal lines, which add to the resemblance just al- 
luded to. Tlie interior is clear, marked off at pretty 
Regular intervals by the broad flattened medullary cells, 
in single series, each cell occupying, for the most part, 
the whole breadth of the interior. These cells are trans- 
parent and apparently empty ; but their walls appear 
opaque and almost black, — an optical illusion, depen- 
dent OH the absorption of the light by their surfaces at 
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certain angles with the eye of the hcliolilor. Tlie 
fibroHS portion is here almost displaced by the 
great development of the medullary cells. 

In the larger hairs of the Hole, which we 
will now look at, the bark is very thin ; and 
thongh the surface is marked with sinuons 
lines, these do not project into teetli. The 
pith here again forms the greater portion of 
the hair, the cells of which it is composed I 
being placed in single series, which, for the 
most part, extend all across the body of the 
hair, though they are somewhat irregular I 
both in size and shape. Tbey are I'ather flat- / 
tened, and appear perfectly black (that is, 
opaque) by transmitted light, their surfaces 
absorbing all the rays of light. The small Hiis or cat. 
Jiairs of the same animal, liowever, are very different in 
form : they are flattened, so as to appear twice as broad 
in one aspect as in another at j 
right angles to it ; and, what is H 
curious, the scales of the baik Ij 
project into strongly-marked i 
bi'ications on one side, and i 
scarcely perceptible on the l 
other. Here, as in the larger J 
hail's, there is a single row of B 
oval transverse cells, perfectly H 
opaque. 

The hair of many of thed 
smaller Mammalia shows c 
siderable diversity of form, ac- "'"" "'' """^ 

cording to the part which we select for observation. 
Thus, if %vo take a long hair out of this Sablo tippet, 
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and examino it near tlie base, we see tliat it is very 
slender, transparent, and colourless, covered with 
strongly-marked imbncations, -wliicli are not obtuse 
feetli, b\it long, pointed, overlapping scales, about ten 
of which complete a wliorl. The fibrous portion ia 
moderately thick ; inclosing a wide pith of roundish 
cells, set in two rows, that allow the rays of light to 
be transmitted through their central parts. 

As we trace tlie hair upwards, by moving the stage 
of the microscope, by and by it swells and rapidly in- 
creases in thickness ; the imbrications are scarcely per- 
ceptible ; while the pith- 
cells liave greatly augment- 
i ed in mimberandin breadth. 
I These are arranged in con- 
H fused, close-sot, transverse 
ows, and are neai-ly opaqno. 
Still tracing up the same 
J liair, as we approach the 
I tip, the bark and fibrons 
1 part become very thin ; the 
' cells are fewer and fewer 
till they cease altogether, 
ii\iE 0F6ADL1:. ^""^ ^ 'ong slender point, 

of a clear yellow tinge, 
without cells, presents ti'ansverso wavy lines of imbii- 
cation scarcely projecting. 

The hair of the common Mouse is a pretty and in- 
teresting object. In the larger specimens tlie fibrons 
portion is rednced almost to notliing. The imbrications 
project very little, but careful observation reveals slant- 
ing lines proceeding from the " teeth ; " which show 
that the ^vhole surface is clothed with long pointed 
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IIAIES, rii:ATIIEK3, AND SCALES. 11 

scales, which arc excessively thin, and he close. The 
pith consists of large flattened cells, ai-rjingcd thus : 
one row passes up through the t 
tre, and other similar ones are set in B 
a circle around it, so that a longitH- 1 
dinal section wonid show three par- 
allel rows. These cells are traiislu- J 
cent, and some of tliem ai'e cither! 
wholly or partially lined with a clearj 
yellow pigment. 

The smaller liaii-s from tliei 
same little animal are scarcely i 
distinguiahahle from those of * 
the Cat, already descrihed, ex- '""" "' """"■ 
cept til at the imhri cations ai^e proportionally 
lai'ger. In all, the extremity is drawn ont to 
1 a lengthened fine point, and is occnpied with 
"ear yellow cells, except the very tip, which ' 
colourless, and imbricated with sinuous , 
■j whorls, each consisting of a single scale. 

But it is in the Bats that the imbricated 
J character attains its gi-eatest development. ' 
J On this slide is a number of hairs from the 
I far of one of onr English Bats, in which it ia ' 
I far more conspicuous than in any example we \ 
have yet seen. In the middle portion of each . 
I hair the scales lie close, embracing their suc- 
1 cessors to the very edges, or nearly ; but the 
\ lower part, which is more slender, resembles 
TIP OF a multitude of trumpet-shaped flowers formed"*']'^"'' 
nTinwinto a chain, each being inserted into the 
KooBs. j]jj.Q^(. ^f another. The lip of the " flower" is 
generally oblique, and here and there we can perceive 
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that each is formed of two half-eneircliiig scales ; i\n- 
one scale occasionally springs from tlie level of its fel- 
low, 80 as to make the imbrication alternate. 

Even this, however, is far excelled by a species of 
Bat from India, of whose hair I have now specimens on 
the stage. The trumpet-like cups are here very thin 
and transparent, but very expansive ; the diameter of 
the lip being, in some parts of the hair, fully thrice as 
great as that of the stem itself. The margin of each cup 
appears to be undivided, but very irregulai-ly notched 
and cut. In the middle portion of the hair, the cups 
are far more crowded than in the basal part, more brnsli- 
like, and less elegant ; and this strncture is continued 
to the very e'^tromity, -which is not drawn out to so at- 
tenuated 1 point as tho hair of the Mouse, though jt is 
of a needle like sharpness. The trumpet-shaped scales 
' ire it seems, liable to be removed by 
accident ; for in these dozen hairs tliei'e 
lie several, in which we see one or 
ire cups nibbed off, and in one tho 
Y stem is destitute of them for a consid- 
ci xble space. The stem so denuded 
clo&ely resembles the basal part of a 
AT use's hair in its normal condition. 

This character of being clothed with 
o\ erlapping scales, each growing out of 
^ I it predecessor, is common, then, to the 
1 1 rs of the Mammalia, though it exists 
m different degi-ees of development. It 
1 lay be readily detected by tlie unaided 
en e, even when the eye, though as- 
6 sted by the nncioscope, fails to recognise it. Al- 
most every schoolboy is familiar with the mode 
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by which the tip of any hair may be distinguished 
from its base ; and even of the least fragment, 
the terminal end from the basal end. The initiated 
lad assembles a few younger ones, and says, " Kow 
you may make a mark with ink on one end of a 
white liorse-hair, and I'll tell you, by feeling it, whicli 
end you have marked," He does, infallibly. He rubs 
it to and fro between his thumb and finger, and the 
hair regularly travels through in the direction of its 
.base : one or two rubs of course determine this, and tiie 
verdict is given oracularly, l^ow you see the cause of 
this property lies in the imbricate structure ; the scales 
may be excessively thin and close, but still they project 
sufficiently in any specimen to present a barrier to mo- 
tion in the terminal direction when pressed between two 
surfaces, such as the fingers, while they very readily 
move in the opposite. 

But more than the success of a schoolboy's magic 
depends on the imbricate surface of hairs. England's 
time-honoured manufacture, that which affords the high- 
est seat in her most august assembly, depends on it. 
The hat on your head, the coat on your bach, the flan- 
nel waistcoat that shields your chest, the double hose 
that comfort your ankles, the carpet under your feet, 
and hundreds of other necessaries of life, are what they 
are, because mammalian hairs are covered with sheath- 
ing scales. 

It is owing to this structure that those hairs which 
possess it in an appreciable degree, are endowed with 
the property oi felting ; that is, of being especially 
under the combined action of heat, moisture, motion, 
and pressure, so interlaced and entangled as to become 
inseparable, and of gradually forming a dense and clotli- 
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like texture. The " body," or substance of the best sort 
of men's hats, is made of lamb's ■wool and rabbit's fur, 
not interwoven, but simply beaten, pressed, and worked 
together, between damp clotlis. The same property en- 
ables woven woollen tissues to become close and thick : 
every one knows that worsted stockings shrink in their di- 
mensions, but become much thicker and firmer after they 
have been worn and washed a little ; and the " stout 
broad-cloth," which has been the cliaracterisfic covering 
of Enghshmen for ages, would be but a poor open 
flimsy texture, but for the intimate union of the felted 
wool-fibres, which accrues from the various processes 
to which the fabric has been subjected. 

lu a commercial view, the excellence of wool is 
tested by the closeness of its imbrications. When first 
the wool-fibre was submitted to microscopical examina- 
tion, the experiment was made on a specimen of Meri- 
no ; it presented 2,400 serratures in an inch. Then a 
fibre of Saxon wool, finer than the former, and known 
to possess a superior felting power, was tried : there 
Tvere 2,720 serratures in an inch, Next a specimen of 
South-Down wool, acknowledged to be inferior to 
either of the former, was examined, and gave 2,080 ser- 
ratures. Pinally, the Leicester wool, whose felting 
property is feebler still, yielded only 1850 serratures 
per inch. And this connection of good felting quality 
with the number and sharpness of the sheathing scales 
is found to be invariable. 

The hairs of many Insects are curious and interest- 
ing. Here you may see the bead of the hive-bee, which 
is moderately clothed with hair; each hair is slender 
and pointed, and is beset with a multitude of subordi- 
nate short hairs, which project from the main stem, and 
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stand out at an angle : these are set on in a spiral order. 
Here again, ia one of the binder legs of the same bee : 
the yellow hair, which you can see with tlie naked eye, 
consists of strong, homy, curved spines, each of which 
is scored obliquely, lite a butcher's steel, Hieso legs 
are used, as you are well aware, to brush off the pollen 
from the anthers of flowers, wherewith tlie subetanee 
called be'e-bread, the food of the grabs, is made ; and 
in this specimen, you may see hundreds of the beautiful 
oval pollen-grains entangled among these formidable 



These riisty hairs are from a large catei-pillar (that 
of the Oalt Egger Moth, I believe) ; they appear, when 
highly magnified, like stout horny rods drawn out to an 
acute point, and sending forth alternate 
short pointed spines, which scarcely project 
from tlie line of the axis. 

But there is scarcely any liair more c 
one than that of a troublesome grub in i 
scums and cabinets, the larva of Dcrmestes 
lardarins, which lives upon fur-skins, and 
any dried animal substances. It has a cyl- 
indrical shaft, which is covered with whoi-ls 
of largo close-set spines, four or five in each 
whorl, closely succeeding each other ; the 
upper part of the shaft is surrounded by a 
whorl of larger and more knotted spines, and 
the extremity is furnished with six or seven 
largo filaments, which appear to have aii 
knob-like hinge in the middle, by which 
they are bent up on themselves. 

The feathei-8 of Birds are essentially hairs. That 
shrivelled membrane which we pull out of the inteiior 
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of a quill when we make a pen, is the medullary portion, 
dried. Tiiere is a beautiful contrivance in the bai-ha of 
most feathers, -wliicli I -will illustrate ty this feather 
from the body-plnmage of the domestic fowl. Every 
one must have observed the regular arrangement of the 
vane of a feather, and the exquisite manner in which 
the beards of which it ia com- 
posed are connected together. 
■ This is specially observable in 
' the wing-featliers, — a goose-quill, 
for example ; where the vane, 
though very light and thin, forms 
an exceedingly firm resisting 
' medium, the individual beards 
maintaining their union with 
great tenacity, and resuming it 
immediately, when they have 
been violently separated. 

Now this property is of high 
importance in the economy of 
the bird. ■ It is essential that 
BABB OF eioTmsG-PEiTiiEE with grcat llghtncss and buoy- 
ancy — for the bird is a flying 
creature — there be power to strike the air with a broad 
resisting surface. The wide vanes of the quill-feathei-a 
afford these two requisites, strength and lightness ; the 
latter depending on the material employed, which is 
very cellular, and tiie former on the mode in wiiich the 
individual barbs, set edgewise to the direction of the 
stroke, take a firm hold on each other. 

T^ow, in the body-feather which is under the micro- 
scope, we see that the central stem carries on each side 
a row of barbs, which interlock with each otlicr. The 
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magnifying power eliows us that these harbs are not 
simple filaments, but arc themselyes doubly bearded in 
the same fashion ; and further, that th^e harbules of 
the second series are furnished with a third series. It 
is in this third series of filaments tliat the tenacity in 
cLuestion resides. If we isolate one of the primary 
beards, by stripping away a few on each side of it, and 
again put it on the stage, we see that the secondary 
harbules of one side are armed differently from those of 
the other side. Tliose of the lower side carry short and 
simple barbulets, whereas those of the side which loots 
towards the point of the feather bear miich longer ones ; 
and, moreover, many of them arc 
abruptly hooked backwards. Now, 
whenever the primary beards are 
brought into contact, some of tlicso 
hooks catch on the hai'biile next ' 
above, and, slipping into the an- 
gles formed by the barbulets, hold 
there, and thus the two contiguous 
beards are firmly locked togetlier. 

In the beard of the goose-qu 
the structure is essentially tlie ^ 
same, but the barbulets are far 
more numerous and more closely 
set ; they ai-e also proportionally 
much larger,— both those which 
are hooked and tboee which are simple. Indeed, the 
latter manifest a tendency to the hooked form, and by 
all these peculiarities the interlocking power ia aug- 
mented. It is interesting to observe the gi-eat dilatation 
of the beard in a direction towards, the inferior surface 
of the feather, — towards the stroke, as I just now oh- 




;., Google 



18 EVENINGS AT THE MICROSCOPE. 

served. This is to increase tho resisting power, as a 
thin board set edgewise will bear a gi'eat weight witli- 
oat bending or breaking, provided it can bo kept from 
yielding laterallj'. The barbules aro arranged only on 
the very edge — the upper edge^of the beard. 

"We wiR now examine some specimens of scales of 
Fishes, all of which are very interesting and beautiful 
objects under low powers of tho microscope; though 
higher powers are requisite to resolve their structure. 
We will use both. 

The scales of almost all the rishcs with which we 
are familiar, fall under two kinds, whieh have been 
named ctenoid (or eomb-like), and cycloid (or roundish). 
The Perch affords us good examples of the former kind. 
On this slide are three scales from the body of this fish ; 
the one on the left side is taken from the back (fig. a) ; 
the middle one from the lateral line (&) ; and the one 
on the right from the belly (c). In order to understand 
these objects we must remember that the scales of fislies 
are homy or bony plates, developed in the substance 
of the proper skin, with a layer of whieh they are al- 
ways covered. In most cases (as, for example, the 
Perch), the hinder end of each scale projects, carrying 
with it the thin layer of skin with which it is invested ; 
and thus the scales overlay one another, like the files of 
a house, or like the feathers of a bird, and that for a like 
purpose. For as the rain, falling on the house-top, has 
a tendency to flow downwards, from gravitation ; and 
as the slope of the roof is in that direction, the current 
passing over each tile is deposited from its bottom edge 
on the middle of the nest one, whence it still flows down 
to the free edge of this one, and so in succession. So 
the motion of the bird through the air, and of the fish 
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throiigli the water, produces tlic veiy same effect as if 
these fluids were in motion and the animals were still ; 
and therefore the bodies of the latter are, as it were, 
tiled with featliers or scales, the free edges of which, 
looking in the opposite direction to the coming of the 
cun-ent (that is, the same direction as its flow), deposit 
the successive particles of the moving fluid in the midst 
of the siicccBsive feathers or scales. Thus two results 
ensue, hoth essential to the comfort of the animal : first, 
the air or water does not rim upward between the 
feathers or scales to the skin ; and secondly, the surface 
presents no impediment to free motion. This latter 
advantage will be appreciated, if you take hold of a 
dead bird by the legs, and push it rapidly through tlie 
air tail-foremost: the feathers will instantly rise and 
ruffle up, presenting a powerful resistance to movement 
in that direction. 

These scales of the Perch have their hinder, or free 
edge, set with fine crystalline points, arranged in suc- 
cessive rows, and overlapping. Tliek front side is cut 




with a scolloped pattern, the extremities of undulations 
of tlie surface that radiate from a common point behind 
the centre. These undulations are separated by n 
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furrows, across wMdi, contrary to the ordinary rule, the 
close-set concentric lines that follow the sitiuoaities of 
the outline are not visible. Under the microscope tliey 
look as if they had been split in these radiating lines, 
after the whole number of layers had been completed, 
and the fissures had then been filled with new trans- 
parent substance. 

The middle scale is, as I have said, from the lateral 
line. Along each side, in most fishes, may be observed 
a line, known, as the lateral line, formed by scales of 
peculiar form. They arc commonly more bony than 
the other scales, and are pierced by a tubular orifice for 
the escape {as is generally supposed, though this has 
been denied) of a mucous secretion, which is poured out 
from glands beneath, and thus flows over the body for 
the double purpose of protecting the skin from the uias- 
cerating influence of the surroundmg water, and of di- 
minishing friction in swimming. 

Let us now look at some scales of the cycloid kind. 
Tlie great majority of our flshes are clothed with such 
as are of this description. This dead Gold-fish shall 
give us examples. The three scales in the upper row 
are from the lateral line, the left-hand one (a) taken just 
behind the head, the second (S) near the middle of the 
body, and tlie right-hand one (c) near the tail. Of the 
lower row, the first {d) is from the back, the second {e) 
from the middle of the belly, and the last (f) from tlie 
throat. Thus we see there is considerable variety in 
form presented by the scales even of the same individ- 
ual fish. They all, however, differ from those of the 
Perch, in this respect; — that their free overlapping 
edges are entire, or destitute of the crystalline points 
which we saw in the former examples ; while they agree 
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in having tlio front edges, by wliich they are during life 
imbedded in the ekiii, cut into waves or sinuosities. 
The lower part, as we now look at tlieni, is the free por- 
tion of each, wliich alone is visible in the living fish, the 
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other parts being concealed by the three neighbouring 
scales that overlap it, — above, in front, and below. 

In those from the lateral line, tho tube already re- 
ferred to is seen to pervade each, running through it 
longitudinally, bo that it opens posteriorly on the outer 
surface, and anteriorly on the inner or under surface of 
the scale. In the scales near the front of the line, just 
behind the head, the tube ia large and prominent («), 
while iu the scales at the opposite extremity it becomes 
slender ; diminishing, in the very last scale, viz. at the 
commencement of the tail-fin, to a mere groove. 

TJie whole surface of each scale, when viewed tmder 
a lens of low power, is seen to be covered with eoncen- 
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trie lines, following the irrcgulai" sinuosities of the out 
line. These lines are the edges of the snccessive layers 
of which the scale is believed to be composed, each 
layer being added in the process of growth to the under 
eurface, and each being a little larger every way than 
its predecessor ; thus the scale is a very depressed cone, 
of which the centre is the apex. There is a marked dif- 
ference (indicated in the figures) between that part of 
the eurface which is exposed, and that which is covered 
by the other scales ; the concentric marks in tlic former 
are much coarser and less regular, often being inter- 
rupted, and seeming to run into each other, and fre- 
quently swelling into oval scars. This may, perhaps, 
be owing to the surface having been partially worn 
down by rubbing against the gravel of the bottom, or 
against other objects in the water. Besides the concen- 
tric lines, there are seen on many of the scales, espe- 
cially those of the lateral line, radiating lines varying 
in number from one to twenty, or more, diverging from 
the centre towai'ds the circumference, and frcc[nently 
connected by cross lines forming a sort of net-work 
ai-ound the centre {see c). Under the microscope, these 
lines appear to be elevated ridges, dividing the concen- 
tric lines ; but of their use I am ignorant. 

What I have just stated is the ordinary explanation 
of these fine concentric lines ; but a careful examination 
of the structure with much higher powers than wo have 
been using, induces me to doubt its correctness. Re- 
verting to the scales of the Perch, let us notice the clear 
diverging bands, wliich look as if the whole scale had 
been split in several places, and the openings thus made 
filled' with uniform clear substance. Tlie same stiiic- 
turc is seen in manj' niher scales, as in this cycloid one 
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froui tlio Plounder, which, bping coarsely Jined, shows 
the structure well ; or in these from the Groen "Wrasse. 
I will now apply to one of these a power of COO di- 
ameters, concentrating the 

light thrown through the -, 

scale from the mirror hy J 

the achromatic condenser, 
and examine the scale | 
anew. You now see two 
distinct layers ; the upper 
one which bears the con- 
centric lines, and a lower 
clear one which not onlj' scaib oy runn^m. 

fills the radiating bands, a.Nut^«i^. 

but underlies the whole of the lined parts. The con- 
centric lines of the upper layer do not now appear to be 
edges of successive plates, bnt irregular canals running 
through tJie solid substance. This, however, is illusory : 
for, by delicate focussing, wc perceive that each portion 
marked by tliese lines is really in a different plane from 
the others, that the highest is at the centre of radiation 
of the scale, and that each is successively lower till wc 
reach the margin. Bnt now, if with verysharji scissors 
we cut one of these scales longitudinally tlirongh tlio 
centre, and examine the cut edge, wo find that each of 
these lines forms a distinct ridge. On the other hand, 
the nnder layer of clear substance is q^uite smooth, and 
always a little exceeds the margin of the concentrically 
lined portion. The clear substance that fills the radiat- 
ing slits agrees botii in texture and level with this lower 
layer, and is manifestly continuous with it. 

Hence, I think that, in these slit scales, the npjicr 
layer is formed, as commonly believed, by sii(;ccssive 
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deposits from beneath ; but that, after a few have hecn 
deposited, they begin to slit, probably by contraction 
in becoming solid ; that the lower layer is formed after 
each upper one is hardened, exceeding its length by a 
little, and filling up the slit ; that this lower layer be- 
comes the upper layer of the next course, slitting, and 
turning up its terminal edge as it hardens ; that then 
the lower layer is deposited on this, filling up the slit 
as before ; and that tliis process goes on as long as the 
fish lives. 

It is curious that, in the scales of the Pike, the por- 
tions thus separated by slitting, instead of expanding 
and leaving spaces to ho filled up, actually close over 
each other, the divided parts overlapping considerably, 
as you may see in these specimens. The left hand scale 
{a) is from the bacic ; the central one (h), which has only 




a deep nan-ow incision instead of a tube, is from the 
lateral line ; and tho third (c) is from the belly of the 
fish. 

Let US return now to the scales of our Gold-Fish, 
and examine a highly interesting structure connected 
with them. The brilliant golden or silvery reflection 
that constitutes tlie beauty of these lovely fishes, de- 
pends not on tlic scales themsclvca, but on a soft layer 
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of pigment spread over tlioir iimer surface, and seen 
througli tlieir translucent Eubstance. On cai'efiilly de- 
tadiing a scale, we sec on the under side, opposite to 
that portion only which was exposed (all the concealed 
parts heing colourless), a layer of soft gleaming sub- 
stance, easily separable, eitlicr silvery or golden, ae- 
eordmg to the hue of the fish. If now we remove a 
small portion of this substance with a fine needle, and 
spread it on a plate of thin glass, we shall find, by the 
aid of the microscope, that it consists of two distinct 
substances ; the one giving the colour, the other the 
metallic lustre. With a power of 300 diameters, the 
former is seen to be a layer of loose membranous cells 
of an orange colour, in what are properly called the 
Gold-fishes, and whitish or pellucid in the Silver-fishes. 
If we now add a minute drop of water to the mass, and 
gently agitate it with the point of a needle, and again 
submit it to the microscope, we shall have a beautiful 
and interesting spectacle. The water around the mass 
is seen to be full of an infinite niimber of flat spieula or 
crystals, varying much in size, hut of ^. - 

very constant form, a fiat oblong prism 
with angulai' ends (as represented in 
the accompanying engraving). I3y 
transmitted light tlioy are so transpa- 
rent and filmy as to be only jnsfc dis- 
cernible ; but by reflected light, and 
especially under the sim's rays, they 
flash like plates of polished steel. But 
what appears most singular, is that 
each spiculam is perpetually vibrating and quivering 
^v■it!l a motion apparently quite spontaneous, bnt prob- 
ably to be referred to sliirht vibrations of the water in 
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wliicli tliey float; and each inrlependently of the rest, 
so as to convey tho imprcsai'oti to the observer that each 
is animated with life, though tlie scale bo taken from a 
iish some days dead. Owing to this irregular motion, 
and consequent change of position, each spiculum, as it 
assumes or leaves the reflecting angle, is momentarily 
brightening or waning, flashing out or retiring into 
darkness, producing a magic effect on the admiring ob- 
server. To this property, I suppose, is to be attributed 
the beantiful pearly play of light that marks tliese lovely 
fisJies, as distinguished fi-om the light reflected by an 
uniformly polished s-nrface. I have found the pearly 
pigment of the scales to bo provided with similar spic- 
ula in flshes widely diff'ering in size, structure, and 
habits ; as the Gudgeon and Minnow, the Pike and the 
Marino Bream. Tiie spiciila of these flshes agree in 
general form with those of tho Gold-fish ; and also in 
size, with the exception of trifling variations in th.e 
comparative iength and breadth. The colouring mat- 
ter is lodged ia lengthened cylindrical cells, arranged 
side by side, and running across the scale ; that is, in a 
direction at right angles to the lateral line. 



..Google 



The microscope is daily becoming a more and more 
important aid to legal investigation. An illustration 
of this occurred not long ago, in -which a mui-der was 
brought home to the criminal hy means of this instru- 
ment. Much circumstantial evidence had been adduced 
against him, among which was the fact, that a knife in 
his possession was smeared with blood, which had dried 
both on tlie blade and on the handle. The prisoner 
strove to turn aside the force of this circumstance by 
asserting that he had cut some raw heef with the knife, 
and had omitted to wipe it. 

The knife was submitted to an eminent professor of 
microscopy, who immediately discovered the following 
facts : — 1. The stain was certainly blood. 2. It was 
not the blood of a piece of dead flesh, but th.at of a 
living body ; for it had coagulated where it was found. 
3. It was not the blood of an ox, sheep, or hog. 4. It 
was human blood. Besides these facts, however, other 
important ones were revealed by the same mode of in- 
vestigation. 5. Among the blood were found some 
vegetable fibres, 6. These were proved to be cotton 
fibres, — agreeing with those of the murdered man's 
shirt and neck-kerchief 1. Tliere were present also 
numerous tessellated epitJ^elial cells. In order to under- 
stand the meaning and the bearing of this last fact, I 
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must explain that the ■whole of the internal surface of 
the body is lined mth a delicate membrane (a continti- 
atioa of the external skin), ■which discharges mucus, 
and is hence termed nmcons membrane. Ifo^w this is 
composed of loose cells, ■which very easily separate, 
called epithelial cells ; they are in fact constantly in 
process of being detached (in which state they consti- 
tute the mucus), and of being replaced from the tissues 
beneath. Now microseopial anatomists have learned 
that these epithelial scales or cells, ■which are so minute 
as to be undiscemible 'bj the unaided eye, differ in ap- 
pearance and arrangement in different parts of the 
body. Thus, those ■which line the gullet and the lower 
part of the throat are tesselated, or resemble the stones 
of a pavement ; those that cover the root of the tongue 
are arranged in cylinders or tall cones, and are known 
as cohi/rrmar ; while those that line some of the viscera 
of the abdomen cany little waving haira {cilia) at their 
tips, and are known as ciliated epithelium. 

The result of the investigation left no doubt remain- 
ing that with that knife the throat of a living hiiman 
being, which throat had been protected by some cotton 
fabric,, had been cut. The accumulation of evidence 
was fatal to the prisoner, who without the microscopic 
testimony might have escaped. 

But what was there in the dried brown stain that 
determined it to be blood? And, particularly, how 
was it proved not to be the blood of an ox, as the pris- 
oner averred ? To these points we will now give a 
moment's attention. 

With this fine needle I make a minute prick through 
the skin of my hand, A drop of. blood oozes out, with 
which I smear this slip of glass. Tlie slip is now on 
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the stage of the instniment, with a power of 000 diam- 
eters. You see an infinite number of small roundish 
bodies, of a clear yellowish colour, floating in a colour- 
less fluid, but BO numerous, that it is only here and 
tliere, as near the edges of the smear, that you can 
detect any interval in their continuity. 

These bodies are what we frequently call the blood- 
globules, or, more correctly, hlood-disks / since their 
form is not globulai', but thin and flat, like a piece of 
money. The slightness of their colour is dependent on 
their extreme tenuity : when a larger number He over 
each other the aggregated colour is very manifest, as it 
then becomes either a full dark red, or bright rich scar- 
let ; for to these disks blood is entirely indebted for its 
well-known hue. All vertebrate blood is composed 
principally of these bodies, which, when once seen, are 
easily recognised again: the microscope then readily 
determines whether any given red fluid or dried stain 
is composed of blood. 

The disks in the blood of Kammalia are circular, or 
nearly so, and slightly concave on both of the surfaces. 
On the other hand, in Birds, Fishes, and Eeptiles their 
form is elliptical, and the surfaces are flat, or slightly 
convex. This distinction, tlicn, will at onec enable us 
to determine Mammalian blood.* But to determine 
the various tribes of this great class among themselves, 
we must have recourse to another criterion, — that of 
dimensions. 

The blood-disks of Man nearly agree in size with 
those of the Monkey tribe, of the Seals and "Whales, of 

* The Qunels among Mammalia, tinii the Lampreys among Fislics, are 
esucptioris to (Jie above rule ; the former haTing elliptical and convei 
blood-disks, and the latter eiKular, and slightly concave. 
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the Elephant, and of the Kangaroo. Most other (juad- 
TQpeds have them emaller than in Han ; the smallest 
of all heing found in the ruminating animals. The 
little JMusk-deer of Java has disks , not more than one- 
fourth as large as the human, but thrae are remarkably 
minute ; no other known animal approaches it in this 
respect : those of the Ox are about three-fourths, and 
those of the Sheep little more than half the liuman 
average. 

Tables have been made out showing the compara- 
tive size of these corpuscles in various animals, and 
such tables are very useful ;_ but we must bear in mind 
that the average dimensions only are to be looked for ; 
since in any given quantity of blood, under examina- 
tion, we shall not fall to see that some disks exceed, 
while others come short of, the dimensions of the ma- 
jority. 

Generally speaking, the blood-disks in Birds and in 
Fishes are abo\it equal in size : their form is, however, 
that of a more elongated ellipse in Birds than in Fishes. 
They may be set down as averaging in breadth the 
diameter of the human disks, while their length is 
about half as much again, or a little more, in most 
Birds. 

It is in Eeptiles that wo meet with the largest disks, 
and especially in those naked-skinned species, the Progs 
and Newts. A large species inhabiting the Amerieaq 
lakes — Sir&n lacerima — ^has disks of the extraordinary 
size of 1-iOOth of an inch long by l-800th broad, or 
about eight times as large as those of Man. Our com- 
mon Newts afford us the largest examples among Brit- 
ish animals, but they do not reach above half the size 
just mentioned. 
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Taking this drop of blood from ray finger as a 
standard of comparison, we find, on applying the mi- 
crometei-, that the disks run from l-2500th to l-SOOOth 
of an inch ; but that the great majority are about 
l-3300th in diameter. On these slides are samples of 
other binds. Tliis is tlie blood of a Fish, — the common 
Blenny or Shanny {Blennius pholis). Here we see 
at once the oval form of the disks ; their average is 
l-2800th by l-3300th of an inch. Here is tke blood of a 
Frog {Rcma tem^rarid) \ these are more than twice 
the size of the fish's ; for they average l-1250tli by 
l-1800th of an inch. And, finally, I can show you a 
drop of blood from this Smooth-newt {lAssotriton pwnc- 
tatus). The large size of the disks is now eonspicnons, 
and so indeed is the elegance of their form : in this 
case, as in the l^t, we see in each disk a distinct round- 
ish nucleus. These run from l-700th to l-950th in 
length, by l-llOOth to l-1600th in breadth ; but the 
are about l-800th by l-1300th of an inch. 




It may interest you to sec these blood-disks in their 
proper situation, and to observe the motion 'S\'liich 
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they possess daring the life of their owners. It is, 
indeed, one of the most instructive modea of using this 
wonder-working instrnnient to look through it at liv- 
ing Btructures, and watch the different processes of life 
as they are carried on under our eycf. Nor is this at 
all difficult to accomplish ; for a largo number of 
animals are so small that we can easily put them upon 
the stage of the mieroseope, and withal so transparent 
that tiieir integuments and various tissues offer little 
or no impediment to our discerning the forms and 
movements of the contained viscera. And in cases 
where the entire animal is too large to he viewed mi- 
croscopically as a whole, it sometimes happens that, hy 
a little contrivance, we can so secure the creature as 
to look, without interruption, on certain parts of the 
body which afford the requisite minuteness and trans- 
parency. 

I have here a living Frog. You perceive that the 
web which connects the toes is exceedingly thin and 
translucent, yet ai'teries and veins meander through its 
delicate tissues, which are then clothed on both surfaces 
with the common skin. But you aSk how we can in- 
duce the Frog to be so polite as to hold his paw up and 
keep it steady for our scientific investigation. ~Wc will 
manage that without difficulty. 

Most microscopes are furnished (among their acces- 
sory apparatus) with what is called a frog-plate, pro- 
vided for this very demonstration. Here is mine. It 
is a thin plate of brass, two inches and a half brood and 
seven long, with a number of small holes pierced 
through it along the margins, and a large orifice near 
one end, which is covered with a plate of glass. This 
is to»be Froggy's bed during the operation, for we 
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must make hira as comfortable as eiveamstaiiccs ■will 
admit. 

"Wcl!, then, %ve take this strip of linen, damp it, 
and proceed to wrap up our imconscious subject. 
When wc have passed two or three folds round him, we 
pass a tape round the whole, with just sufficient tight- 
ness to keep him from strugghng. One hind-leg must 
project from the linen, and we now pass a needle of 
thread twice or thrice through the drapery and roimd 
the small of this free leg, so as to prevent him from re- 
tracing it. 

Here then he lies, swathed like a mummy, with one 
little cold foot protruded. Lay him carefully on the 
brass plate, so that the wehbed toes shall stretch across 
the glass. Now, then, we pass another tape through 
the marginal holes, and over the body, to bind it to the 
brass ; of course taking care not to cut the animal, but 
only using just as much force as is needful to prevent 
his ^vrigglings. Now a bit of thread round each toe, 
with which we tie it to as many of the holes, so as 
to expand the web across the glass. A di'op of cold 
water now upon the swathes to keep him cool, and 
a touch of the same with a feather upon the toes 
to prevent them from drying (which must be re- 
peated at intervals during the examination), — and he is 
ready. 

"What a striking spectacle is now presented to us, 
as with a power of 300 diameters we gaze on the web 
of the foot ! There is an area of clear colourless tissue 
filling the field, marked all over with dehcate angular 
lines, something like scales ; this is the tessellated epi- 
thelium of the surface. Our attention is caught by a 
number of black spots, often taking fantastic forms, but 
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generally somewhat star-like : these are pigment cells, on 
which the color of the animal's skin is dependent. But 
the most prominent feature is the hlood. Wide rivers, 
with tortnoTis course, roll across the area, with many 
smaller streams meandering among them ; some pursu- 
ing an independent course below the larger, and others 
branching out of them, or joining them at different 
angles. The larger rivers areof a deep orange-red hue, the 
smaller faintly tinged with reddisli-ycUow. In some of 
these channels the stream rolls with a majestic evenness ; 
in others it shoots along with headlong impetuosity ; and 
in some it is almost, or even quite, stagnant. By look- 
ing with a steady gaze, we see that in all cases the 
stream is made up of a multitude of thin reddish disks, 
of exactly the same dimensions and appearance as those 
we saw just now in the Frog's blood ; only that here, 
being in motion, we see very distinctly, as they are 
rolled over each other, that they a/re disks, and not 
epheniles ; for they forcibly remind us of counters, 
such as are used for play, supposing they were made 
out of pale red glass. 

It is charming to watch one of these streams, select- 
ing one of medium size, where the density ia not too 
great to see the individual disks, and fixing our eye on 
the point where a branch issues from one side of the 
channel, mark the disks shoot by one after anotlier, 
some pursuing their main course, and others turning 
aside into the branch, perhaps so small as to allow of 
only a single disk to pass at once. 

TJie streams do not pursue the same uniform direc- 
tion. The larger ones do indeed ; and their course is 
from the extremity of the toes towai'ds the body : these 
are the veins ; but the smaller streamlets flow in any 
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direction, and frequently eend out side-branches, which 
presently return into the stream from which they is- 
sued, or unite with others in a very irregular network. 
TJiese are the capillaries, which feed the veins, and 
which are themselves 
fed by the arteries, 
whose course is in the 
opposite direction, viz., 
from the body. These, 
however, are with diffi- 
culty seen : tliey are | 
more deeply seated in 1 
the tissues, and are less 
spread over tlie webs, 
being generally placed I 
along the borders of the ' 
toes ; they are, more- , 
over, fewer and smaller 
than the veins ; but the 
blood in them usually 
flows with more impetuous rapidity. 

The variations in the impetus of the current which 
we observe in the same vessel are probably owing to 
the mental emotions of the animal ; alarm at its un- 
usual position, and at the confinement which it feels 
when it endeavours to move, may suspend the action of 
the heart, and thus cause an inteiraption in the flovr ; 
or analogous emotions may quicken the pulse. "We 
will, however, now release our little prisoner, who, 
though glad to be at liberty, is, as you sec, none the 
worse for his temporaiy imprisonment. 

Let us now looh at the circulation of the blood in 
one of the Invertebrate Anhnals. In this thin glass cell 
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of sea-water is a email fragment of eea-weed, and at- 
tached to one of ita slender filaments you maj see three 
or four tiny Iciots of jelly, clustered together like a 
btinch of grapes. These are animals ; eaeli endowed 
with a distinct life, but associated together by a com- 
mon stalk, which maintains the mutual vital connexion 
of the whole. It is one of the Social Timicata, and is 
named Pexophora Listeri. 

Tliough each globose knob ia no larger than a small 
pin's head, it is full of organs which carry on the 
various functions of life ; and, because the whole tis- 
sues are as transparent as crystal, they allow us to 
watch the processes with perfect ease. Take a peep at it. 
It is a gelatinous sac, of a form intermediate be- 
tween globular and 
cubical, flattened on 
two opposite sides, 
with a sort of wart 
at the summit and 
another at the side, 
each of which is 
pierced with a purs- 
ed orifice. The up- 
per of these orifices 
admits water for re- 
spiration and food ; 
the latter passes 
through a digestive 
system, and is dis- 
charged through the 
side orifice. The digestive organs lie on that flattened 
side, which is farthest from your eye, and arc therefore 
dimly seen. 
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The globose body is inclosed m a coating of loose 
s jelly, that passes off from one of the lower 
i, and forms a short foot-stalk, which unites with 
similar foot-stalks from the sister-globules, and all to- 
gether are attached to the sea-weed. Each foot-stalk 
has an organic pore, into which a vessel passes upon 
the body. 

Your attention is first arrested by the breathing sac, 
with its rows of oblong cells all in wheel-like motion. 
It is indeed a wonderful object; bat for the present 
neglect this, as we will retui^i to it presently, and direct 
year consideration to the course of the blood. 

It is true the fluid which I so name is not red, like 
that of the Frog which you have just been gazing at, 
nor does it carry disks of the same elegantly regular 
form. But you have the advantage here of tracing, at 
one view, the whole course of the circulation, from its 
first rush out of the heai't to its return into that organ 
again. 

At the bottom of the interior, below the breathing 
sac, there is an oblong cavity, tbrongh whose centre 
there runs a long transparent vessel, fonned of a deli- 
cate membrane, the appearance of which resembles that 
of a long bag, pointed (but not closed) at either end, 
and then twisted in some unintelligible manner so as to 
malte three turns. This is the heart ; and within it 
are seen many minute colourless globulfes, floating 
freely in a subtile fluid; this is the nutrient juice of 
the body, which we may, without much violence, des- 
ignate the blood. Kow sec the circulation of this 
fluid. The membranous bag gives a spasmodic con- 
traction at one end, and drives forward the globules 
contained there ; the contraction in an instant passes on- 
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ward along the three twists of the heart (the part be- 
hind expanding immediately as the action passes on), 
and the globules are forcibly expelled through the nar- 
row but open extremities. Meanwhile, globnles from 
around the other end have rushed in as soon as that 
part resumed its usual width, which in turn are driven 
forward by a periodic repetition of the systole and 



The globides, thus periodically driven forth from the 
heart, now let us watch and see what becomes of them. 
They do not appear to pass into any defined system of 
vessels that we may call arteries, but to find their way 
through the intereticeB of the various organs in the gen- 
eral cavity of the body. 

The greater number of globules pass immediately 
from the heart through a vessel into the short foot- 
stalk, where they accumulate in a large reservoir ; but 
the rest pass up along the side of the body, which 
(in the aspect in which we are looking at it) is the 
right. As they proceed (by jerlis, of course, impelled 
by tlie contractions of the heaa-t), some find their 
way into the space between the breathing surfaces, 
thi-ough narrow slits along the edges of the sac, and 
wind along between the oval ciliary wheels, which 
we will presently consider. Besides these, however, 
other globules wind along between the outer sur- 
faces of the sac and the inner surface of tlie body- 
walls. 

But to return to the current which passes up the 
right side : arriving at the upper angle ol the body, the 
stream turns off to the left abruptly, principally passing 
along a fold or groove in the exterior of the breathing- 
sac until it reaches the left side, down which it passes. 
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and along the bottom, until it arrives at the entranee 
of the heart, and rushes in to fill the vacunra produced 
by the expansion of its walls after the periodic con- 
traction. This is the perfect circle; but the minor 
Btreams, that had forked off sideways in the course, as 
those within the sac for example, find their way to the 
entrance of the heart by shorter and more irregular 
courses. 

One or two things connected with this circulatory 
system are worthy of special notice. The first is, that 
its direction is not constant hut reversible. After wo 
have watched this course followed with regularity for 
perhaps a hundred pulsations or so, all of a sudden the 
heart ceases to teat, and all the globules rest in their 
circling course, that we had supposed incessant. Strange 
to behold, after a pause of two or three seconds, the 
pulsation begins again, but at the opposite end of the 
heart, and proceeds with perfect regularity, just as be- 
fore, but in the opposite direction. The globules, of 
course, obey the new impulse, enter at their former 
exit, and pass out at their former entrance, and per- 
form their circulation in every respect the same as be- 
fore, but in the reverse direction. 

Those globules that pass through the vessel into the 
foot-stalk appear to accumulate there as in a reservoir, 
nntd the course is changed, when they crowd into the 
heart again and perform their grand tour. Yet there 
is a measure of circulation here ; for even in the con- 
necting vessel one stream ascends from the reservoir 
into the body as the other {and principal one) descends 
into it from the heart ; and so, vice versd. 

I have spoken of these motions as being performed 
with regularity ; but, if you look closely, you will see 
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that this must be understood with eoine qualification. 
The pulsations are not q^uite uniform, being sometimea 
more languid, sometimes more vigorous ; perhaps forty 
beats in a minute may be the average ; but I have 
counted sixty, and presently after thirty ; I have 
counted twenty beats in one-half minute, and only fif- 
teen in the next. The period during which one course 
continues is equally uncertain ; but about two minutes 
may be the usual time. Sometimes the pulsation in- 
termits for a second or eo, and then goes on in the same 
direction ; and sometimes there is a curious variation 
in the heart's action — a faint and then a strong beat, a 
faint and a strong one, and so alternately for some 
time. 

The phenomena of respiration are so closely con- 
nected with those of circulation that it is not at all mai- 
<ipropos to turn from the latter to the former ; not to 
say that it would be high treason against scientific cu- 
riosity if I were to remove this object without explain- 
ing to you that marvellous play of wheels that occupies 
tlie largest part of the area that yuu behold. As you 
loot on the globe, you observe, hanging down from the 
upper extremity, and reaching nearly to the bottom in 
one direction and almost from side to side in another, 
a transparent square veil, which is indeed a flat mem- 
branous bag, having its sides pretty close together, with 
small openings along its edges, and an orifice at the 
bottom leading into the stomach. 

The mouth of this sac is in close connection witli 
the upper or principal oriiice, and therefore receives tlie 
water, which is constantly flowing in, while that apei'- 
ture is expanded. This fluid then bathes the whole in- 
terior of the sac, but a portion of it escapes by the 
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lateral openings into the cavity of the body, between 
the sac and the mantle, and is discharged through the 
secondary, or side orifice. 

The inner surface of this transparent sac is studded 
with rings of a long oval figure, Bet side by side in four 
roTTS. These rings appear to consist of a slight eleva- 
tion of the general membranous surface so as to make 
little shallow cells, the whole edges of which are fringed 
with cilia, whose movements make waves, that follow 
each other round the course in regular succession. In 
truth it is a beautiful sight to sec forty or more of these 
oblong rings, all set round their interior with what look 
like the cogs on a watch-wheel, dark and distinct, run 
ning round and round with an even, moderately rapid, 
ceaseless motion. Tliese black running figiires, so like 
cogs and so well defined as they are, are merely an op- 
tical delusion ; they do not represent the cilia, but 
merely the waves which the cilia make ; the cilia them- 
selves are extremely slender close-set hairs, as may be 
seen at the ends of the ovals, where a slight alteration 
of position prevents the waves from taking the tooth- 
like appearance. Sometimes one here and there of the 
ovals cease to play, while the rest continue ; and, now 
and then, the whole are suddenly arrested simultane- 
ously as if by magic, and presently all start togetlier 
again, which has a most charming effect. A still more 
singular circumstance is, tliat while in general the cili- 
ary wave runs in the same direction in the different 
ovale, there will he one here and tliere in which the 
conrse is reversed ; and I think that the animal has the 
power of choosing the direction of the waves, of setting 
them going and of stopping them, individually as well 
as collectively. 
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The object of tlicsG {;iliary wheels is to beep up a 
constant current in the water. This fluid, as I have 
eaid, enters from without, through the upper orifice of 
the body, and is hurled over the whole surface of the 
breathiug-sae by means of the ciliary waves, parting 
with its oxygen, as it goes, to the blood, which streams, 
as we saw, everywlierD between the rows of wheels. 
But the water has another function : it carries particles 
of organic matter with it, which are suitable for the 
nourishment of the creature ; these atoms are carried 
by the currents with the effete water to the bottom of 
the sac, and are poured into the stomach, where tliey 
are digested ; the innutritive remains, together with 
the waste water, being discliarged through the lateral 
oritice. 

Thus we see how closely connected are the three 
cardinal processes of circulation, respiration, and di- 
gestion. 
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EllI SHELLS, TOSQDES, EYES, AND EAGB. 

One of the most interesting aspects of microscopic 
study is that in ■which it reveals the intimate structure 
of ohjects, ■which to the unassisted eye appear simple 
or nearly so, hut ■which pro've, hy the aid of magnifying 
power, to be complex. Tims ■we are often introduced to 
very curious contrivances (if I may use such a ■word in 
reference to the ■works of God), by which difficulties are 
overcome, and substances, ■which ■would eeem, at first, 
wholly unfit for certain duties, are in the most admira- 
ble manner adapted to fulfil them. 

The combination of strength and lightness is always 
a difiicult problem in human art ; its successful solution 
always excites our admiration. In the Divine mechan- 
ics, too, it is very often required, and the variety of 
modes in which it is accomplished are, in the highest 
degree, novel and suggestive. "VVc lately saw one of 
these in the structure of a feather, in the contrivance 
by which extreme lightness of material was made, by 
a most remarkable arrangement, to offer a firm resis- 
tance to opposing force. I have now another example 
to show you, in which a material, in itself heavy, is by 
its arrangement made very light, while it preserves its 
aggregate strength. 

You have seen many times, when walking along the 
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yellow sands kissed by the rippling waves, the shell, or 
hone as it is sometimes called, of the Cattle-fish. .You 
know that it consists of a shallow hoat^shaped shell, 
the hollow of which is filled with a white substance, 
which can he scraped away even with the finger-nail, 
and which is sometimes use as pounce, to rub on paper 
from which writing has been erased. It is this sub- 
stance of wiiich I mean now to speak. 

The possessor of this structure is a member of the 
numerous class Mollusca, which are generally charac- 
terised by being inclosed in shells, j^'ow shell, as we 
all know, is a solid, stony substance, much heavier than 
water ; take into your hand that large Cassis ou the 
mantel-piece, and observe its great weight and com- 
pactness. It is, in fact, real limestone ; differing trom 
that of the rocks only in this, that it has been depos- 
ited by the living organic cells of an animal, and ar- 
ranged in a definite form, ~We will presently examine 
other examples. Tlie " cuttle-bono " is a shell, not in- 
deed inclosing the animal, but inclosed by it ; being 
contained within a cavity in the substance of the fieshy 
mantle ; cut open the mantle, and the shell instantly 
drops out. 

The duttle is a rapid swimmer tlirough the open 
sea. A shell so large as this, if solid and compact like 
that of the Cassis, would condemn it to grovel on the 
bottom, and frustrate all the instincts of its nature. On 
the other hand, it needs the strength and support of a 
solid column. Wonderful to tell, the calcareous shell 
is made not only to be no hindrance to its swimming, 
but to contribute greatly to its buoyancy : it is what 
the string of corks is to the bather who cannot swim — ■ 
it is a iloai. jDu'ow this entire cuttle-shell into water ; 
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it floats on the surface as "buoyantly as if it "wcro actu- 
ally carved out of cork. 

I cut with a teen laiife a littlo cube out of tlio 
" pounce," and, fixing it on the end of the revolving 
stage-needle, apply a low power, say 70 diuuicters, using 
reflected light. "We are looking now at the perpendlc- 
nlar section ; is it not B 
a beautiful object? yon | 
might fancy yourself | 
looking at one of the I 
noble icebergs that ma- 1 
jestically navigate the I 
polar seas, when it is 
rendered poroiis and I 
laminated, by the rr " 
of spring. You see a 
number of thin horizon- 
tal tiei-s or stages, perfectly parallel and equi-distant, 
about one-fortieth of an inch apart, rising above each 
other like the floors of an edifice. These are connected 
together by an infinite multitude of thin pillars of crys- 
tal, or rather leaves, some of which show their edges 
towards us, others their broader sides, and others are 
bi-oken off at various distances, the fragments standing 
up from the floor, or depending from the roof, like 
stalactites and stalagmites in a cavern. 

This whole series of crystal floors and supporting 
plates is formed of calcareous matter, — limestone, in 
short ; but though the latter arc set in such close array 
that the eye cannot penetrate to any appreciable dis- 
tance between them, their extreme thinness renders the 
whole structure very lijrlit, tlio interstice^, being or- 
cupied by air. 
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But now if I give the stage-needle half a revolution, 
we shall have the horizontal section presented to the 
eye. In this aspect we acquire much more information 
as to the structure. The cut has hecn made very 
close to one of the horizontal floors, which we see 
marked all over with a great number of lines, each of 
which runs hither and thither, in a very sinuous pat- 
tern. The lines arc made up of a brilliant spark- 
ling substance ; tliey are in fact the basal portions of 
■what we saw in the otlier section as thin perpendic- 
ular plates ; I have cut off the plates close to the 
bottomj and what wo see is their insertion uito the 
floor. 

Thus we perceive that what we took for a multi- 
tude of plsites, were hut the various doublings and in- 
foldings of a single plate of great length, running quite 
across the floor ; an arrangement by which the strength 
of the material is greatly augmented. You have often 
seen the mode in which light walls are made of cor- 
rugated iron, especially at railway stations, and are 
doubtless aware that the corrugation, or bending in 
and out, imparts a strengtli to it which the mere sheet- 
iron, if set up as a smooth, plane surface, would in no 
wise possess. The principle is exactly the same in the 
two cases ; but the corrugation of the limestone plates 
in the cuttle-shell is far more perfect than that of 
the iron ; added to which there is the other advantage, 
that the aggregate mass of material is made highly 
buoyant by the large bulk of empty space that in- 
tervenes between the sinuous folds of the crystal 
plates. 

It may be interesting to compare with this the 
Btnieture of the more solid shells of bivalves, which 
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have been so elaborately studied by Dr. Carpenter. In 
general, these consist of two Tory distinct layers, well 
seen in the valve of the Pearl Oyster, and its allies. 
The Pinna, or Wing-shell, the largest of our native 
bivalves, affords us a good example, especially of the 
external layer, since here this layer projects beyond the 
inner one, in thin transparent edges, which give Tis 
an opportunity of examining their structure, without 
any artificial preparation. This fragment, taken from 
the edge of one of those leafy expansions, we will 
examine with a low magnifying power. Each of its 
surfaces has a sort of faceted, or honeycombed ap- 
pearance, and the broken edges, which even to the 
naked eye appear fibrous, are seen to resemble a num- 
ber of basaltic columns. " The shell is thus seen to 
be composed of a vast number of prisms, having a toler- 
ably uniform size, and usually presenting an ap- 
proach to the hexagonal shape. These ai'e arranged 
perpendicularly, or nearly so, to the surface of the 
lamina of the shell ; so that its thickness is formed by 
their length, and its two surfaces by their extremi- 
ties." * 

The inner layer of such shells is remarkable for pos- 
sessing in different degrees the property of reflecting 
rainbow-like colours, often with great delicacy and 
splendour ; and this is termed nacre, or familiarly 
"mother-of-pearl." This iridescent lustre depends, as 
Sir David Brewster has shown,f upon a multitude of 
grooves, or fine lines, which run in a very waved pat- 
tern, but nearly parallel to each other, across the sur- 
face of the nacre. " As these lines are not obliterated 

• Caiponter. Tlie Microscope, p. 5B0, + Phil. Trans. 1814. 
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by any anioiiiit of polishing, it is obvious that their 
presence depends upon something peculiar in the tex- 
ture of tliis siihstance, and not upon any mere Buper- 
llcial arrangement. AVlien a piece of nacre is carefully 
examined, it becomes evident that the lines are pro- 
duced by the cropping out of laminiE of shell, eitcated 
more or less obliquely to the plane of the surface. The 
greater the dip of these lamina;, the closer will their 




edges be ; whilst the less the angle which they malcc 
with the snrface, tlie wider will be the interval between 
the lines. "When the section passes for any distance' in 
the plane of a lamina, no lines will present themselves 
, on that space. And thus the appearance of a section 
of nacre is such as to have been aptly compared by Sir 
J, Herschel to the surface of a smoothed deal board, in 
which the woody layere are cut perpendicularly to their 
surface in one part, and nearly in their plane in an- 
other. Sir D, Brewster appears to suppose that nrv re 
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consists of a multitude of layers of carbonate of lime, 
alternating witli animal membrane, and that the pres- 
ence of the grooved lines on the most highly polished 
surface, is due to the wearing away of the edges of the 
animal laminaj, whilst those of the hard calcareous 

laminiB stand out There is one shell, however, 

the well-known Haliotia splendens, which affords us the 
opportunity of examining the plaits without any dis- 
turbance of the arrangement, and thus presents a clear 
demonstration of the real sti-ucture of nacre. This shell 
ia for the most part made up of a series of plates of 
animal matter, resembling tortoise-shell in its aspect, 
alternating with thin layers of nacre ; and if a piece of 
it be submitted to the action of dilute acid, the calcare- 
ous portion of the nacreous layers being dissolved away, 
the plates of animal matter fall apart, each one carry- 
ing with it the membranous residuum of the layer of 
nacre that was applied to its inner surface. It will he 
found that the nacre-membrane covering some of Ifcese 
horny plates, will remain in an undisturbed condition ; 
and their surfaces then exhibit their iridescent lustre, 
although all the calcareous matter has been removed 
from their structure. On looking at the surface with 
reflected light under a magnifying power of seventy- 
live diameters, it is seen to present a series of folds or 
plaits, more or less regular ; and the iridescent hues 
which these exhibit, are often of the most gorgeous de- 
scription. If the membrane be extended, however, 
with a pair of needles, these plaits are unfolded, and it 
covers a much larger surface than before ; but its irides- 
cence is then completely destroyed. Tliis experiment, 
then, demonstrates that the peculiar lineation of the 
surface of nacre (on which its iridescence imdoubtedly 
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depends, as originally shown by Sir D, Brewster) ia 
duf, not to the outcropping of alternate layers of mem- 
branous and calcareous matter, but to the disposition 
of a single membranous layer in folds or plaits, which 
lie more or less obliq^uely to the general surface."* 

Those beautiful objects, — so much prized for per- 
sonal adornment, — pearls, are conci'etions accidentally 
formed within the shells of such mollusks, and are 
wholly composed of the inner layer. Drs. Kelaart 
and Mobius have recently published some highly inter- 
esting observations on the causes both of the irides- 
cence and of the pearly lustre ; and these I will cite 
from the abstract translation of them made by Mr. 
. Dallas. 

" The surface of pearls is not perfectly smooth, but 
covered with very fine microscopic elevations and de- 
pressions. These are more or less u-regular in their al- 
titude, but approach most nearly to equality in pearls 
of ^e finest water. In pearls which exhibit a certain 
iridescence, and which, when turned in different direc- 
tions towards the eye, present even very faint bluish, 
, and reddish tints, the surface is found to 
t delicate irregular curved furrows, which either 
run tolerably parallel to each other, or form small ir- 
regular closed cui-ves. This is due to the mode of 
growth of tlio pearl, in which thin layers of nacre, of 
small dimensions, have been laid over each other. 
There is no continnous layer over the pearl, but a num- 
ber of small portions which sometimes overlie the mar- 
gins of the subjacent layers, and sometimes leave them 
uncovered. This stnicture is seen most distinctly in 
the pearl shell, where the conditions are rendered more 
* Carpenter. The Microscope, p. 5{ii. 
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simple by the layers being deposited on a flat, or but 
slightly curved, surface. The distance of the furrows 
from each other is not always tlie same ; sometimes 
tliey may be recognised with the simple lens, whilst on 
other parts they approach within ^joVsth of an inch of 
each other. That tlie iridescence of nacre, or the na- 
creous colour, as distinguished from pearly lustre, is 
caused by the interference of the Hght reflected from 
these furrows and the intervening edges of the strata, 
is proved by the circumstance, ascertained by Brewster, 
that impressions of motlier-of-pearl taken in red or 
black sealing-wax exhibit the same phenomena of col- 
our distinctly. In pearls, in eonsec[uence of their spher- 
ical form, the different masses of coloured light are so 
diffused that they unite to form white light ; and this 
takes place with the gi-eater perfection in proportion 
as the furi'ows are lost, and become converted into a 
surface of iine elevations and depressions. 

" I'or their lustre, pearls ai'e indebted to their being 
composed of iine layers, which allow light to pass 
through them, whilst the numerous layers lying one 
under the otiier, disperse and reflect the light in such a 
manner that it returns and mixes with that which is 
directly tliroi^ni back from the outer surface. It is the 
co-operation of light reflected from the surface, with 
light dispersed and reflected in the interior, that gives 
rise to lustre ; for this reason the knots of window-glass 
exhibit pearly lustre, and the membranes of pearls de- 
prived of their lime are almost as lustrous as solid 
pearls, except that their whiteness is destroyed. ' The 
two masses of light entering the eye act upon it from 
different distances. Kow, as it adapts itself to the 
body seen through the transparent layer, it cannot dis- 



;., Google 



52 EVENDSCe AT Till! MICEO8C0PE. 

tinetly see t!ie light reflected from the surface, and 
the consciousness of this infinitely perceptible reflection 
produces the phenomena of lustre.'* Tlie thinner 
and the more transparent the layers of -which the pearl 
consists, the more beautiful is its lustre ; and in this 
respect the sea-pearls excel those of our river-mol- 
luaks." f 

"We wlU pass now, by an easy ti'ansition, from the 
shells of the Mollusca to their tongues. Who that looks 
at the weather-worn cone of the Limpet, as be adheres 
sluggishly to the rock between tide-levels, would sus- 
pect that he carries coiled up in his throat a tongue 
twice as long as his shell ? And that this tongue is 
armed with thousands of crystal teeth, all arranged 
with the most consummate art in a pattern of perfect 
regularity? It sounds ahnost like a fable to be told 
that the great Spotted Slug, which we sometimes find 
crawling in damp cellars, carries a tongue armed with 
36,800 teeth 1 Yet there is no doubt of the fact. 

You see on this shp of glass a very slender band 
about two inches in length. Tliis is the tongue of the 
common Periwinkle. While in the living animal, its 
fore-part occupied the floor of tiie mouth, whence it 
passed down below tiie throat, and turning towards 
the right side, formed a close spire of many whorls, 
exactly like a coil of rope, whieh rested on the gullet. 
Here we have it extracted, uncoiled, cleansed, and 
affixed to a slip of glass for microscopical examination. 

Only a small portion of the ribbon is visible at a 
time with such a power as is necessary to display the 
structure, but by means of the stage-movement wo can 
bring the whole in succession under tlic eye, and dis- 

• Dove. Farbenlehre, IIT. f Ann. k Mag. N. If. ; Feb. 1868. 
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cover that, with some modifications of form, the same 
essential plan of etructure, and even the same elements, 
exist throughout. Concentrating our attention on a 
single transverse series of the numerous curved lines 
that at first sight bewilder the mind, we perceive hy 
delicate focussing, that the ohjeet hefore ue consists of a 
number of hooks projecting from the surface of the 
translucent ribbon, and arching downward. In this 
case a single row consists of seven such hooked plates 
or teeth ; one in the centre and three on each side. 
Each hooked plate has its arching tip cut into five 
toothlets, of which the central one is the largest ; and 
its base is united with the cartilaginous substance of the 
ribbon. Only the middle plate is symmetrical; the 
lateral ones bend inwards towards the central one, and 
are symmetrical only when considered in pairs, each as- 
sociated with its opposite. The plates are perfectly 
transparent, but of a yellow homy colour ; they ai'e 
very bard, and as they are not dissolved by acids, it has 
been supposed that their substance is siliceous (having 
the nature of flint) ; but they are more probably chi- 
tinous, or formed of the substance of which tiie hard 
parts of insects arc composed. The tongue before us 
has 600 rows such as these, each, as we see, closely fol- 
lowing, and indeed overlapping, its predecessor ; bo that 
we can never look at a single row without at the same 
time seeing others which it overlaps, or by which it is 



The specimen which I will now show you is broader, 
but shorter. It is the tongue of Troehus sisipAmus, 
a large and handsome shell of regularly conical form, 
not uncommon on our rocky shores. It is perhaps 
a more intei-csting study than that of the Periwinkle. 
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Thci-c arc licre, you observe, three constituent elements 
in the pattern. First, a delicate glassy central tootli, 
tapering to a line point, and cut into minute saw-teeth 
along each edge. Then a series, of five on each side, of 
similar glassy pointed leaves, bending inward ; and 
outside these, on either hand, arc a gi'eat number of 
stout dark-coloured hooks, arching forward and inward, 
each notched with saw-teeth, and diminishing in thick- 
ness as they recede from the centre. 

The manner of using this elaborate organ is no less 
curious than is its structure. During life it is only 
the front portion — not more than one-third— of the 




ribbon that is in use th s is spicxd out on the floor 
of the mouth, with the teeth jrojectmg ind looking 
backwards. The remimdei has its ed^c^ r 11 d over 
towards each othei f immg 1 1 ibc closed it itc extrem- 
ity, which, as I have alrealy ob^ei^el lo coiled away 
(in the long-tongued 1 md^) amoi g tl c \iscen 
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The mode iii whicli the tongiie ia used may he read- 
ily seen by watching the actions of a Periwintle in a 
marine or a Pond-snail in a fresh-water aquarium. 
When the conferva has hegun to form a thin green 
growth on the glass sides of the tank, the Mnllusea are 
incessantly engaged in feeding on it, and rasping it 
away with this toothed ribbon. " The npper lip -with 
its mandible is raised ; the lower lip expands ; the 
tongue is protmded, and applied to the surface for an 
instant, and then withdrawn ; its teeth glitter like 
glass-paper, and in the Pond-snail it is so flexible that 
frequently it will catch against projecting points, and 
bo drawn out of shape slightly as it vibrates over the 
surface." * 

Perhaps every variety is accompanied by some vari- 
ation in food or manner of feeding. With the Trochus, 
the proboscis, a tube with thick, fleshy walls, is rapidly 
turned inside out to a certain extent, until a surface is 
brought into contact with the glass, having a silky lus- 
tre : this is the tongue ; it is moved with a short sweep, 
and then tubular proboscis infolds its walls again ; the 
tongue disapearing, and every filament of conferva be- 
ing carried up into the interior from the little area 
which had been swept. The next instant, the foot 
meanwhile having made a small advance, the proboscis 
unfolds again, the tongue makes anotiicr sweep, and 
again the whole is withdrawn ; and this proceeds with 
great regularity, I can compai-e the action to nothing 
so well as to the manner in which the tongue of an ox 
licks up the grass of the field, or to the action of a 
mower cutting down swathe after swathe as he marches 
along, Tlie latter comparison is more striking, for tho 

» Wooaward'B "MoUusco," 161. 
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marts of progress which each operator leaves beliind 
him. Though the confervoid plants are swept off by 
the tongue of the MoUusk, it is not done so cleanly but 
that a mark is left where they grew ; and tlio peculiar 
form and structure of the tongue, which I have above 
noticed, leave a series of successive curves all along the 
course which the Mollusk has followed, very like those 
which mark the individual swathes cut by the mower 
in his course through the field. 

The Periwinkle's table-raannera differ slightly from 
those of his relations. When he eats, he separates two 
little fleshy lips, and the glistening glass-like tongue is 
seen, or rather the rounded extremity of a bend of it, 
rapidly running round like an endless band in some 
piece of machinory ; only that the tooth-pointSj as they 
run by, remind one rather of a watch-wheel. For an 
instant this appears, then the lips close again, and pres- 
ently reopen, and the tongue again performs its rasp- 
ing. It is wonderful to see ; — ^perhaps not more won- 
derful than any otlier of God's great works, never more 
great than when minutely great ; but the action and 
the instrument, the perfect way in which it works, and 
the effectiveness with which the vegetation is cleared 
away before it, all strike the mind with more than usual 
force, as exhibitions of creative skill. 

As the Periwinkle moves along, mowing his sea- 
grass aa he goes, he carries before liim two soft and 
flexible horns, marked with zebra-like bands of black 
and white, which he constantly waves about. Tliese 
are organs of some sense, probably of touch, and are 
therefore called tentacles (or tryers) ; but they bear on 
their outer sides, near the base, a pair of other organs, 
which are more closely analogous to what we ourselves 
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possess. You see on each tentacle a little wart, which 
when you look at it with a lens yon perceive to have 
a round black glossy extremity. This is the eye. By 
careful dissection under tho microscope, we find it to 
contain a beautiful transparent crystalline lens, with a 
thick and glutinous vitreous humour adhering to it be- 
hind, bounded by a retina or curtain to receive the op- 
tic image, and an optic nerve. 

But fnnch more attractive you will find the eyes in 
this little Scallop. It is a half-grown indjvidujvl of 
what is provincially known as the Squin {Pectmi <yper- 
cularis), much prized for its delicate sapidity. Belong- 
ing to the bivalve class of the Mollusca, the animal is 
inclosed within two shallow shelly plates, concave in- 
ternally, and convex externally, which are united by a 
hinge, just as the works of a watch are protected by 
the case. When the little creature. is at its ease, as 
when the water is pure and clear, 'it lies on one side, 
its valves being separated as we see them now, a quar- 
ter of an inch or so apart, allowing us to discern what 
is contained between them. 

Well, we see first a number of slender, white-pointed 
threads, peeping out from each valve and spreading on 
all sides, waving hither and thither, groping, now con- 
tracting, now expanding, with incessant but deliberate 
motion. These are tentacles. ■ If we trace them to 
their origin, we find them attached to a fleshy sort of 
veil that lines each valve to near its edge, and then ab- 
ruptly falls at an angle towards the opposite valve, 
where it meets a coiTesponding veil. These two veils 
form the mantle. It is from each of these that the ten- 
tacles spring ; and we discover that there are four rows 
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of these organs, one row set along the angle, and ono 
along the edge of eaeli veil. 

But aa we peer among these slender threads, onr at- 
tention is riveted by some tiny points that are seated 
near their haecs, which glitter lilie brilliant gems. 
They are seen only in those rows of tentacles which 
spring from the angles of the veils, and not in those 
which fringe their edges. Even the unassisted sight can 
detect the gleam and glitter of these little specks ; but 
it is only when we bring the lens to bear npon them 
that we see aU their beauty. They then look like dia- 
monds or emeralds, each set in a broad ring of dark 
red substance, which greatly enhances their beauty. 
They are inserted into the mantle in the line of the ten- 
tacles, alternating with them, yet not with absolute 
regularity, for there are more tentacles than gem- 
points ; they are about half as nimierous again as the 
radiating ridges of the shell. Some are much larger 
and more prominent than others, but they have all the 
same structure and appearance. 

These little organs are eyes. As its movements are 
far more extensive, and more fitful and rapid than is 
common in this class of animals, the little Pectan prob- 
ably needs these brilliant organs of vision to guide its 
wayward rovings, as well as to guard it from hostile 
assaults. The animal is very sensitive, withdrawing its 
tentacles and mantle, and bringing the valves of its 
shell together, on any sliock being given to the vessel 
in which it resides. It manifests, however, a wisely 
measured degree of caution, for it does not actually 
close the valves, unless it be repeatedly disturbed, or 
unless the sliock be violent, contenting itself with nar- 
rowing the opening to tlie smallest space appreciable ; 
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yet eren tlieii tlie two rows of gem-like eyes are dis- 
tinctly visible, peeping out from tlie almost closed sbell, 
tlie two appearing like one undulating row from the 
closeness of tlieir proximity. 

If you are familiar with the pin-cushions wliieli 
children often make with a narrow ribbon round the 
edges of these very Scallop-shells, you can hardly fall 
to be struck with the resemblance borne by the living 
animal to its homely but useful substitute ; and the 
beautiful eyes themselves might be readily mistaken 
for the two rows of diamond-headed pins, carefully and 
regularly stuck along the two edges of the pin-cushion 
ribbon, — the ribbon itself representing the satiny and 
painted mantle. A friend of mine, to whom I was 
once showing this object, compared it, not inaptly, to a 
lady's ring set with diamonds. 

Ton will not fail to remark, how tlie position of 
these beauteous organs is suited for their most extensive 
usefulness consistent with their safety. In the ordinary 
condition of the animal's expansion, and especially when 
it is about to make its sudden and vigorous leaps, the 
gemmeous points arc so situated as just to project be- 
yond the margin of the sliell. So tliat when we view 
the creature perpendicularly as it lies, our eyes looking 
down on the convexity of the upper valve, the minute 
eyes are seen, all round its circumference, just, and but 
just, peeping from under its edge. It is clear that this 
arrangement secures to them the widest range of vision 
with the least possible exposure. As Divine contriv- 
ance has beeji often most deservedly recognised in the 
projection of the bony ridge over the human eye, which 
we call the brow, we surely cannot fail to recognise, and 
admire it also in the position of these delicate organs, 
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either beneath the margin of the solid shell, or, if prO' 
jeeted, projected only in the smallest degree, and en- 
dowed with the power of retreating beneath its barrier 
with the rapidity of thought on the least alarm. 

There can be no doubt that these points, numerous 
as they are, are true eyes, endowed with the faculty of 
vision in a well-developed degree. For when their 
structure is carefully examined by the skilful anatomist, 
each is found to be covered with the proper sclerotic 
tunic which becomes a perfectly transparent cornea in 
front, and to possess a coloured iris,- — perforated with 
a well-defined pupil, and connected with a layer of pig- 
ment which lines the eclorotie tunic, — a crystalhne lene, 
and a vitreous humour for the due refraction of the 
rays of light, and a retina in their focus, formed by an 
expansion of the optic nerve, and fitted to receive the 
picture ; the sensation of which is then conveyed by an 
optic nerve from each eye to the common nerve-trunk, 
which runs along the border of the mantle. Thus there 
exists in each of these lustrous points every element 
needful for the due performance of vision, though, prob- 
ably, the impressions thus conveyed may be neither so 
powerful, nor so distinct as those wMch are conveyed 
by the eyes of vertebrate animals. They are, how- 
ever, we may be sure, amply sufficient for thewant^ of 
the pretty Scallop, and are fresh proofs of the Divine 
wisdom and benevolence. 

"We have been accustomed, from childhood, to recog- 
nise as eyes the shining black exti'emities of tlie upper 
pair of " horns " in the Garden Snail. And though 
eome naturalists have doubted, and even denied that the 
tentacle was anything more than a very delicate organ 
of touch, yet it has been abnndantly proved by dissec- 
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tion, and is now ineontrovertitly established, that its 
tip carries an eye even more completely developed thsn 
those of tlie Pectcn, ■which we have juat been looking 
at. The eye is situated, not indeed on the very sum- 
mit of the tentacle, but on one side of a movable bulb 
there placed. It is very minute, almost spherical, but 
slightly flattened in front. It is protected by a very 
thin transparent layer of the common skin and is sur- 
rounded at the side and behmd, by a perfectly black 
membrane called the choroid, or pigment membrane. 
This black globule contains a transparent and semi-fluid 
Bubstance, with ■which it is completely filled ; towards 
the bottom it is of thinner consistence, and appears to 
contain many brilliant particles when the eye is dis- 
sected under the microscope ; this may be considered 
as the vitreous humour. In the front part of the eye 
there is a crystalline lens, a small, circular, flattish, or 
rather lenticular body, perfectly clear and translucent, 
but a little more solid than the vitreous humour. 

Now protection for these so delicate organs is pro- 
vided in a way quite different from, yet equally efi'ec- 
tive ■with, that which we just now admired in the 
case of the Peeten. You know that if you touch, 
though ever so tenderly, the eye of the Snail, it is in- 
stantly drawn into the horn by a most curious process 
of inversion. The action is performed by means of a 
long muscular ribbon, which originates from the great 
muscle that retracts the head within the shell, and 
which is inserted into the extremity of the hollow 
tentacle. "When this ribbon contracts at the will of tlie 
animal, and still more forcibly, when it is aided by the 
contraction of the great head-muscle, the tip of the 
tentacle with its eye is dra'wn within the surrounding 
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parts, just like the finger of a glove. '\Vlien tlie ani- 
mal would again protrude its eye, tlie fibres wliich sur- 
round the tentacle, like so many rings throughout its 
■whole length, successively contract, and thus gradually 
squeeze out, as it were, the inverted Dart, until it ia 
turned back to its original position. 




But the ears of this homely " creeping thing " are, 
perhaps, even more curious than its eyes ; though far 
less elaborate in their structure. You will imagine 
now, that I refer to the other pair of tentacles, as you 
are accustomed to associate the idea of ears with pro- 
jecting organs situated on the head. No, you must not 
look there for them. Here, in this young Garden Slug, 
which is so small as to be conveniently examined on 
the stage of the microscope, and so devoid of colour that 
we can readily look through its tissues, — fre shall easily 
find its ears, though they are not quite so prominent as 
those of an ass. 

I subject the animal to a gentlo pressure by means 
of the compressorium, just sufficient to flatten its soft 
body a little, without injuring it. And now, with this 
low power, you may see that Siebold, a learned zoolo- 
gist and comparative anatomist, familiar with the curi- 
ous phenomena of life, tmly calls " a wonderful spec- 
tacle." In the neck of the httle animal you discern, 
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deep-seated in tbe soft flesh, a pair of perfectly trans- 
parent globules, or bladders, without any opening, but 
iilled with a clear fluid, in which there are some minute 
bodies performing the most extraordinary evolutions. 
They constantly keep up a series of swinging or balanc- 
ing movements, sometimes rotating, sometimes forcibly 
driven in a certain direction, then in the opposite, yet 
no single one ever by any accident touching the walls 
of the capsule in which they are contained. If the cap- 
sule be raptured, the motions instantly cease. These 
little bodies are of a calcareous nature ; and they are 
called otoUthes, that is, ear-stones. The most that wo 
know of these curious capsiiles, which are indubitably 
ascertained to be organs of hearing, we owe to the ob- 
servations of the eminent zoologist just named, and yon 
may perhaps like to know a little more about them. 

Siebold says that a concentric depression is evident 
in these otolithes, and that there may be seen in the 
centre of the greater number of them a shaded spot, 
or rather a minute aperture, which penetrates through 
the concretion from the one flattened surface to the 
other. Subjected to a strong pressure, the otolithes 
crack in radiating lines, sep arating often into four pyra- 
midal pieces. This separation also ensues, after alonger 
time, when the otolithes arc immersed in diluted nitric 
acid ; and, if we touch them with the concentrated 
acid, they suddenly dissolve with the disengagement of 
a gas, whence Siebold concludes them to be composed 
of carbonate of lime. The size of the otolithes is not 
equal, and in the same capsule there are always some 
which are smaller than others. "Within the capsule 
they have,. during life, a very remarkable, and in some 
respects peculiar, lively, oscillatory movement, being 
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driven about as particles of any light insoluble powdei 
might be in boiling water. The otolithes in the centre 
have the appearance of being pressed together so as to 
form a sort of solid nuclens, and towards this centre 
the otolithes towards the circumference seem even to 
be violently urged, their centripetal rush being invari- 
ably repulsed, and aa often driven again into a centri- 
fugal direction. Removed from the capsule, the mo- 
tions of the otolithes instantly cease. The cause of 
these curious oscillations remain undiscovered. Siebold 
could detect no vibratile cilia on the surfaces of the 
capsule, and the cessation of the motion when the oto- 
lithes are removed, proves them to be unciliated them- 
selves, and, at the same time, distinguishes tlio motion 
from that of inorganic molecules. 

It has been more recently ascertained that the move- 
ments of the otolithes arc due to very minute eiha with 
which the interior surface of the capsule is covered. 
This had been long suspected, and some eminent physi- 
ologists, as "Wagner and KoUiker, have distinctly seen 
the cilia themselves. 

If you ask what can be the use of ears to a class of 
animals which are invariably dumb, I answer that 
though this is true with respect to the great majority, 
yet it may be only that our senses are too dull to per- 
ceive the delicate sounds which they utter, and which 
may be sufficiently audible to their more sensitive or- 
gans ; and besides, some Mollusca can certainly emit 
sounds audible to us. Two very elegant species of Sea- 
slug, viz. £^olis punctata, and Tritonia arborescens,* 
certainly produce audible sounds. Professor Grant, 

" Now called Dendronolus arborcsccm. 
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who first obseryed the interesting fact in some speci- 
mens of the latter which he was lieeping in an aqua- 
rium, says of the sounds, that " they resemble very 
miich the elinlt of a steel wire on the side of the jar, 
one stroke only being given at a time, and repeated 
at intervals of a minute or two ; when placed in a 
large basin of water the sound is much obsciu'cd, 
and is like that of a watch, one stroke being re- 
peated, as before, at intervals. The sound is longest 
and oftenest repeated when the Tritonije are lively and 
moving about, and is not heard when they are cold and 
without any motion ; in the dark I have not observed 
any light emitted at the time of the stroke ; no globule 
of air escapes to the surface of the water, nor is any 
ripple produced on the surface at the instant of the 
stroke ; the sound, when in a glass vessel, is mellow 
and distinct." The Professor has kept these Tritonise 
alive in his room for a month, and, during the whole 
period of their confinement, they have continued to 
produce the sounds, with very little diminution of their 
original intensity. In a small apartment they are audi- 
ble at the distance of twelve feet. " The sounds obvi- 
ously proceed from the mouth of the animal ; and, at 
the instant of the stroke, we observe the lips suddenly 
separate, as if to allow the water to rush into a small 
vacuum formed within. As these animals are her- 
maphrodites, requiring mutual impregnation, the sounds 
may possibly be a means of communication between 
them, or, if they be of an electric nature, they may he 
the means of defending from foreign enemies one of 
tlie most delicate, defenceless, and beautiful Gafitero- 
pods that inhabit the deep." * 

• Edinb. Phil. JouriL siv. 188, 
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CHAPTER lY. 

SEA-MATS AND SHELLY COKALLrSES. 

When we were at the sea-side last sumraer we bought, 
you may remember, of a poor widow whom wo met on 
tlie beach, a little basket of dried sea-wcods. Fetch it ; 
it is on the cbimney-piece upstairs. 

Now all of these objects are not sea-weeds. I mean 
they arc not all plants ; some of them are animals, and 
these I want to bring under your notice this evening for 
our microscopical entertainment. Here are exquisite- 
ly delicate crimson leaves, as thin or thinner than the 
thinnest tissue-paper, with solid ribs and sinuous edges. 
Here is a tall and elegant dark red feather, quite I'egu- 
larly pinnated. Here is a tuft of purple filaments as 
" fine as silkworm's thread." And iiere is a broad ir- 
regnlar expanse of the richest emerald-green, crumpled 
and folded, yet as glossy as if varnisbed. 

Well, all of these are plants, certainly : they are 
veritable AlffCB, or sea-weeds. But here are other plant- 
like objects of a pale brown, drab, or snowy-white hue. 
Let us take this flattened brown leaf, divided into irreg- 
ular broad lobes ; it looks almost like a tbickish paper, 
and is about as flexible. But pass your finger over it, 
and you feel that its surface is evenly roughened ; and 
on close and careful scrutiny you discern, even by the 
naked eye, that its surface is covered with a delicate 
network of minute shallow cells. 
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" Broad Homwrack," and "Leafy Sea-niat," are the 
names which the old coUectora gave to this ohject; and 
modern naturalists Lave given it the scientific appella- 
tion of Flustra foliacea, and arrange it in the class 
Polyzoa, a group of animate beings, wiiicli have much 
of the form of Polypes, and iiuicli of the structure of 
Mollusks. 

We cut off a little piece from the end of one of tiie 
lobes, and put this upon the stage of the microscope. 
We now see tliat the cells are disposed in nearly par- 
allel rows ; but BO that those of one row alternate with 
those of the next, quincimx fashion, the middle of one 
cell being opposite the end of its right and, left neigh- 
bours ; — or like the meshes of a net. The cells extend 
over the whole leaf, and are sjDread over both its sm-- 
faces in this case ; the united depth of two cells consti- 
tuting the thickness of the leaf-like structure. There 
are other species, more delicate, which have but a sin- 
gle series of cells, all opening on the same side of the 
leaf. 

Kach individual cell is shaped like a child's cradle ; 
and if you will imagine 20,000 wicker cradles stock 
togetlier side by side in one plane, after tlie quincunx 
pattern I have just mentioned ; and then the whole 
broad array turned over, and 20,000 more glued on to 
these, bottom to bottom, you will have an idea of the 
framework of this pale-brown leaf; — dimensions, of 
course, being out of the consideration, Tlie number 
may appear somewhat immense, yet it is no larger than 
the ordinary average, as I will soon show yc u. I meas- 
ure off a square haU'-incIi of this leaf, which I carefully 
cut out with scissors; now with the micrometer count 
the cells in the square piece. — You find 60 longitudinal 
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rows, each containing 28 cells, or tliereabouts. Very 
■weli ; a simple arithmetical process shows that there 
are 1,680 cells in this square half-inch ; or 6,720 in a 
square inch. Now this very specimen, before I mutil- 
ated it, contained an area of about three sqnai'e inches ; 
which would give 20,160 cells. Tliis is the number on 
one surface ; the other contains an equal number ; and 
thus you see that I have not exaggerated the population 
of this tiny marine city. This, however, is by no means 
a specimen of unusual size. 

These cells, which I compare to cradles, are of slial- 
low depth, but the head-part rises to a much greater 
height thaji the foot. All round this elevated portion 
the margin is armed witii short blunt spines, two on 
each side, which stand obliquely erect, projecting out- 
wards over tlie middle of the next cell, which thus, in 
concert with the spines of the cell on the opposite side, 
they protect. 

If you search carefully over the aggregation of cells 
with this pocket-lens, you will perceive tliat on some of 
thena are seated minute white globules, which look like 
tiny pearls. These are not placed in any regular order, 
two being sometimes found on contiguous cells, but 
generally they are scattered at more or less remote in- 
tervals. If wo now apply the microscope to these ap- 
pendages, each globule is seen to be flat on that per- 
pendicular side which faces the foot of the cradle ; and 
this flat side is a movable door, with a hinge along its 
lower edge. The door ia of a yellow hue ; the globule 
itself being, as I said, of a pearly white hue. 

Tliis is all tliat we can see in this di-ied specimen ; 
but if WG had been fortunate enough to have examined 
it when firet it was torn from its attachment to an old 
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shell at the bottom of the sea, yoii would have eeen 
much more. And what would then have appeared, I 
will describe to you. 

Suppose, then, that a coverlid of ti-anspai-ent skin 
were stretched over each cradle, from a little within 
the margin all round, leaving a transverse opening just 
in the right place, viz. over the pillow, and you would 
have exactly what exists here. There is a crescent- 
fonn slit in the membrane of the upper part of the cell, 
from which the semicircular edge, or lip, can recede, 
if pushed from within. 

Suppose, yet again, that in every cradle there lies a 
baby, with its little knees bent tip to its chin, in that 
zig-zag fashion that children, little and big, often like 
to lie in. But stay, here is a child moving ! Softly I 
He slowly pusJies open the semicircular slit in the cov- 
erlid, and we see him gradually protruding his head 
and shonldej's in an erect position, straightening his 
knees at the same time. He is raised half out of bed, 
when lo 1 his head falls open, and becomes a bell of 
tentacles 1 The baby is the tenant-polype I 

"This is a very amnsing romance," you say. Nay, 
it is no romance at all. If you will excuse the homeli- 
ness of tlie comparisons, I will venture to affirm that a 
personal examination of the creature itself would justify 
their correctness, and you would acknowledge that tliey 
could scarcely be more apt. 

Moreover, the globular chambers show signs of life ; 
their front doora suddenly open, gape widely, and then 
shut with a snap ; and presently this opening and shut- 
ting is repeated. T!ie meaning of this action yon wilt 
better understand when we see analogous organs in an- 
other form of the same class of animals. Meanwhile, I 
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TCiiljuBt point out a beautiful though minute proof of 
design in a point of the structure of tlie cells connected 
■with these pearly chanihera. If you look closely, you 
will see tliat the spines of the margin are not found on 
those cells that carry the pearls; and moreover, that 
tliey are also wanting on tlie approximate edges of tlie 
two cells that lie behind every suclt pcarl-hcaring cell. 
Now the reason of this omission is obvious. The spines 




projecting obliquely would interfere with the gaping of 
the door ; and hence they are invariably absent there. 

I happen to have in my aquarium a living individ- 
ual of another spociea belonging to the same class, and 
agreeing with this in all essential particular of sti-uc- 
ture, though widely different in form. The difference, 
however, is mainly dependent on a rather unimportant 
point of arrangement ; for tlie cells, instead of being set 
side by side and end to end in quincunx fashion, to an 
iudefinite extent, on two surfaces of a plane, are dis- 
posed on one single surface, and in longitudinal rows 
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of two or three cells abreast; thus narrow ribbon-like 
branches are formed, which now and then divide into 
two, then these into two more, and so on. These 
branches thus become fan-shaped, wliich, by being 
slightly curved, becomo segments of funnels ; and the 
peculiar elegance of this coralline consists in the mode 
in which these branches are set on the stem, viz., in an 
ascending spiral curve, so that the effect is that of sev- 
eral imperfect funnels set one within another, but which 
jet yon perceive, by turning the whole gradually round, 
to compose a single corkscrew band of successive fans. 
This wliolo structure stands upright in its natural state, 
like a little compact shrub growing from a root ; and 
as a good many are commonly associated together, they 
form a sort of mimic grove, fringing the sides of dark 
rocky sea-pools. 

The species is called the Corkscrew Coralline, or 
sometimes the Bird's-liead Coralline, the latter name 
being assigned to it for a reason which yon will pres- 
ently perceive. The appellation by which it is known 
to naturalists is Bugida avicularia. 

"We drop our specimen into a very narrow cell, com- 
posed of parallel walls of thin glass, a very minute flat- 
tened tank, in fact, such as can be put on the stage of 
the microscope. Here, bathed in its native seawater, 
as clear as ciystal, we shall see it opening and expand- 
ing its numerous polypides with the utmost activity and 
evident enjoyment. 

Ton gaze ; but you know not what you see. Tiie 
presence of many lines representing transparent vessels 
of strange and dissimilar shapes, overlying eaeli other ; 
and the swaying to and fro of curious objects, which 
sti'ike now and then forcibly across the field of view. 
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are quite bewildering. I rnnst act tlie sliowman, and 
tell you what to see. 

Tiie cells are oblong, shaped ranch like a sack of 
corn, with a spine ascending from each of tlie upper 
comers. Each stands on the summit of its predecessor 
in the same row, and side by side with those of its fel- 
low-rows, in such an order that the top of one cell comes 
opposite the middle of the one beside it. The top of 
the sack is rounded, and appears closed, but we shall 
presently find an opening there. T!ie broad side tliat 
faces inwardly has a large elliptical transparent space 
occupying nearly its whole surface ; this is covered 
with a very thin and elastic membrane, and answers a 
pecuhar end. Just below one of tlie spines tliat crowns 
the summit of tlie cell on one of the edges, is situated a 
little lump, to which is attaclied, by a very free joint, 
an object which you will perceive to bear a remarkable 
resemblance to the head of a bird of prey. It has a 
beak strongly hooked, with two well-formed mandibles, 
of which tlie lower is movable, ehutting into the cavity 
of the upper ; you observe it deliberately opening, like 
that of a bird, only sti-etching to an enormous width of 
gape, and then closing with a strong and sudden snap. 
Kow and then the whole head sways backward and for- 
ward on its joints; and these movements, combined 
with the fitful and apparently spiteful snappings, per- 
formed by many birds' heads scattered about the 
branch, are highly curious and amusing. 

The birds' heads, however, are not the living inhab- 
itants of the cells ; they are not integral parts of them. 
The cells have their proper inhabitants, each dwelhng 
in its own ; and each essentially formed on tlie same 
plan as the " baby with the tucked-up knees," that 
makes the Sea-mat for his cradle-house. 
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In order to get a good view of the tenant here, you 
must move the stage about till you find that the branch 
is presented to your eye eidewise. Directing your at- 
tention tlien to the lateral edge of a single inliabited 
cell, its summit is seen to protrude diagonally towards 
the inner side (*. e. towards the axis of the spire), a tu- 
bular mouth, wliicli is membranous and contractile. 
When the animal wishes to emerge, this tubular orifice 
is pushed out by evolution of tlie integument, and the 
tentacles are exposed to view, closely pressed into a 
parallel bundle j the evolution of the integument, that is 
attached at their base, goes on till the whole is straight- 
ened, when the tentacles diverge and assiime the form 
of a funnel, or rather that of a wide-mouthed bell, the 
tips being slightly everted. Tliey are furnished with a 
doable row of short cilia in the usual order, one set 
working upward, the other downward. Their base sur- 
rounds a muscular thick ring, the entrance to a funnel- 
shaped sac, the substance of which ia gi-anular, and 
evidently muscular, for its contractions and expansions 
are very vigorous, and yet delicate. Into this first 
stomach passes, with a sort of gulp, any animalcule 
whirled to the bottom of the funnel by tlie ciliary vor- 
tex, and from thence it is delivered through a contract- 
ed, but still rather wide gullet, into an oblong stomach, 
the lower portion of which is obtuse. An extremely 
attenuated duct connects this, which is probably the 
true stomach, with a globular, rather small, intestine, 
■which is again connected by a lengthened thread with 
the base of the cell. By an arrangement common to 
the ascidian type of the digestive function, the food is 
returned from the intestine into the true stomach, 
whence the effete parts are discharged through a wide 
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and tliicl: tube that issues from it close behind tlie point 
where the gullet enters. This rectal tube passes up- 
wards parallel to the gullet, and terminates by an orifice 
outside and behind t!ie base of the tentacles. All these 
viscera are beautifully distinct and easily identified, 
owing to the perfect transparency of the walls of the 
cell, the simplicity of the parts, and their density and 
dark yellow colour. All of them are manifestly gran- 
ular in texture, except the slender corrugated tube 
which connects the stomach with the globose intestine : 
this is tliin and membranous, and is doubtless, if I may 
judge from analogy, capable of wide expansion for the 
passage of the food-pellet. 

The sudden contraction of the polypide into its cell 
upon disturbance or alarm, and its slow and gradual 
emergence again, afford excellent opportunities for 
studying the forms, proportions, and relative positions 
of the internal organs. In contraction, the globular 
intestine remains nearly wliere it was, but the stomach 
slides down into the cell behind it, as far as the flexible 
duct will allow, and the thick gullet bows out in front, 
showing more clearly the separation between it and the 
rectum, and the insertion of both into the stomach, Tliis 
retraction is, in part, effected by a pair of longitudinal 
muscular bands, which are inserted at the back of the 
bottom part of the cell, and into the skin of tiie neck 
below the tentacles. The contraction of these bands 
draws in the integument, like the drawing of a stocking 
within itself, and forces down tlie viscera into the cavity 
of the cell, which is probably filled with the vita! juices. 

Besides the Iiind bands, there is one, or a pair of 
Eimilar muscular bands attached on each side of the 
front part of the base of the cell, and inserted simMarly 
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i'nto tlie neck. Ey watching the contraction of tliese, 
you will be enabled to determine the nse of the'mem- 
brane- covered aperture up the front of the cell. At the 
moment of the retraction of tho viscera into the cell, a 
large angular membrane is forced outwai'd from the 
front side, which is protruded more or less in proportion 
to the degree of withdrawal of the polypide ; and as the 
latter emerges again, the membrane falls back to its 
place. It is evident, then, that this is a provision for 
enlarging the cavity ; the walls are horny, and probably 
almost inelastic ; but when the stomach forces the in- 
testine forward, and the thick gnllet is bent outward by 
the withdrawal of the neck and tentacles, the needful 
room is provided by the bulging out of this clastic mem- 
brane, wliich recovers its place by the pressure of tho 
Bun'ounding water, when the pressure of the fluids 
within is removed- 

Now, after watching these movements of the poly- 
pides, and the various structures whose forms and limits 
those movements reveal, it will become manifest to yon 
that there is no visible organic connexion between the 
animal distinctively so called and the curious bird's 
Iiead. This latter has a muscular system of its own, by 
means of which its energetic motions are performed ; 
but it appeara quite isolated on the outside of the cal- 
careous cell, and wholly cut off from tlie interior by 
the knob on which it works, and by the tliickness of the 
cell-wall. Both knob and wall appear quite imperfo- 
rate ; and yet we cannot but presume that some con- 
nexion exists, perhaps through the medium of an ex- 
cessively delicate and subtile, but living tissue, which 
may be presumed not only to Ujw, but also to cover the 
strong cell ; just as the strong envelope and spines of 
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a Sea-urchin are covered with a thin film of living 
flosh. 

The functions and use of these singular processes 
are as obscure as their connexions with the animal. 
Yet that tliey play some important part we may almost 
certainly infer, from the general prevalence of similar 
or analogous appendages among tlie various forms of 
this class. The globular pearls which you lately saw 
on the sea-mat, is but another form of bird's head ; and 
the falling-door answers to the opening and shutting 
mandible. The forms, indeed, of these organs are very 
diverse, and sometimes they are greatly disguised. Bat 
what about their function ? More than one observer 
has noticed the seizure of small roving animals by these 
pincer-likc beaks ; and hence the conclusion is pretty 
general, that they are in some way connected with the 
procuring of food. But it seems to have been forgotten, 
not only tliat these organs have no power of passing the 
prey thus seized to the mouth, but also that this latter 
is situated at the bottom of a funnel of ciliated tenta- 
cles, and is calculated to receive only such miiiute prey 
as is drawn within tlie ciliary vortex. I have ventured 
to suggest a new explanation. The seizure of a passing 
animal, and the holding of it in a tenacious grasp untii 
it dies, may be a means of attracting the proper prey to 
tlie vicinity of the mouth. The presence of decom- 
posing animal substance in water invariably attracts 
crowds of infusory animalcules, which then breed with 
amazing rapidity, eo as to form a cloud of living atoma 
around the decaying body, quite visible in the aggre- 
gate to the unassisted eye ; and these remain in the 
vicinity, playing round and round until the organic 
matter is quite consumed. Now a tliiy Annelid or 
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otiier animal eanglit by the bird's bead of a Polyzoaii, 
and tiglitly held, would presently die ; and though in 
its own BubstancQ it would not yield any nutiiment to 
the capturer, yet by becoming the centre of a crowd of 
busy infusoria, multitudes of which would constantly be 
drawn into the ■ tentacular vortex, and swallowed, it 
would be ancillary to its support, and tlie organ in 
question would play no unimportant part in the econ- 
oiTiy of the animal. 
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CHAPTER V. 

IKSECTS : WINGS AND TQEIE APPENDAGES. 

I PEOPosE now to Tcveal to you some of the microscopic 
marvels of tlie insect world ; a race vastly more popu- 
lous than all of tlie other animate tribes put together ; 
for the most part so minute as to he peculiarly suitable 
subjects for our present investigations, and so furnished 
with elaborate contrivances and exquisite pieces of 
mechanism, as to elevate our thoughts at every tnm 
to the majesty of the Divine wisdom displayed in tlie 
most minute of His creatures. Let us begin with their 
wings. 

The most perfect fliers in existence ai'c Insects. 
The swallow and the humming-hird are powerful on 
the wing, and vapid ; but neither these nor any other 
"winged fowl" can he compared with many of the 
filmy-winged Insects. The common House-fly, for 
example, will remain for hours together floating in 
the air beneath the ceilings of our dwelling-rooms, hov- 
ering and dancing from side to side, without effort 
and without fatigue. It has been calculated that in 
its ordinary flight the House-fly makes about 600 
strokes with its wings every second, and that it is carried 
through the air a distance of five feet during that brief 
period. But, if alarmed, the velocity can he increased 
six or seven-fold, as every one must have observed, so 
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as to cany the insect thirty or five and thirty feet in 
tiie second. In the game space of time, observes Mr. 
Kirby, a race-liorse could eleai' only ninety feet, which 
is at the rate of more than a mile a minute. Our little 
fly, in her swiftest flight, will in the same space of time 
go more than the third of a mile, l^ow compare the in- 
finite difference of the size of the two animals (ten mil- 
lions of the fly would hardly eountei-poise one racer), 
and how wonderful will the velocity of this minute 
creature appear 1 Did the fly ec[ual the race-horae in 
size, and retain its present powers in the ratio of its 
magnitude, it would traverse the globe with the rapid- 
ity of lightning.* 

Bees, again, are accomplished masters of aerial mo- 
tion. The Humble-bees, notwithstanding their heavy 
bodies, are the most powerful fliers of this class. The 
same excellent entomologist tells lis that they " traverse 
the air in segments of a circle, the arc of which is al- 
ternately to right and left. The rapidity of their flight 
is so gi-cat that, could it be calculated, it would be 
found, the size of the creature considered, far to exceed 
that of any bird, as has been proved by tlie observa- 
tions of a traveller in a railway carriage proceeding at 
the rate of twenty miles an hour, which was accom- 
panied, though the wind was against them, for a con- 
siderable distance by a Humble-bee {Biymbus sulnnter- 
rupties), not merely with the same rapidity, but even 
greater, as it not unfreguently flew to and fro about 
the carriage, or described zig-zag lines in its flight. 
The atrial movements of the Hive-bee are more distinct 
and. leisurely." f 

You have doubtless often admired the noble Dragon- 
• Inlr. )o Entom, Lett. iiii. f Ibid. 
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fly, with its four ample and wide-spread wings of 
gauze, hawking in a green lane, or oyer a pool in tlia 
noon of snmmer. It sails, or rather shoots with arrowy 
fleetness hither and thither, now forwards, now back- 
wards, now to the right, now to the left, without turn- 
ing its hody, hnt simply hy the action of its powerful 
and elegant wings. Leeuwenhoek once saw an insect 
of this tribe chased by a swallow in a menagerie a hun- 
dred feet long. The Dragon-fly shot along with such 
astonishing power of wing, to the right, to the left, and 
in all directions, that this bird of rapid flight and ready 
CTolution was unable to overtake and capture it, the 
insect eluding every attempt, and being in general 
fully six feet in advance of the bird. A Dragon-fly 
has been known to fly on board a ship at sea, the 
nearest land being the coast of Africa, five hundred 
miles distant, a fact highly illustrative of its power of 
wing. 

It is a point of interest to know the structure of the 
organs by which such results are accomplished, and 
therefore we will devote an hour to the microscopical 
examination of the wings of one or two Insects. Let 
us begin with the common Fly, one of which, a fine 
blue-bottle, is somewhat noisily buzzing in the win- 
dow — 

" The blue-fly sung i' the pane," — 

as if to invito our attention to him. Well, we will bor- 
row one of his wings for the lesson : and putting it into 
the stage-forceps, we shall be able to turn it in any di- 
rection for observation beneath the microscope. 

At first it seems a very thin transparent membrane, 
of a shape between triangular and oval, with a few fine 
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black lines rumiiiig througli it, and along one edge. 
But on bringing a greater magnifying power to hear on 
it, we eee that the clear Bnrface is covered with minute 
short stiff hairs, each of which has an expanded oase. 
And still further, by delicate focussing, we find that 
there are two seta of these hairs, which come into view 
alternately, those of one row projecting upward to- 
wards our eye, those of the other downward. Tlicy arc 
placed on boUi the tipper and under-surface, and are in 
fact appendages of two distinct membranes, applied to 
each other. There is some reason to believe that these 
hairs are delicate organs of touch communicating im- 
pressions through the skin to a sensitive layer beueath ; 
at least such seems their function on tlie body, and 
we may judge from analogy that it is not different 
here. 

The black lines are clastic, homy tubes, over which 
the membranes are spread and stretched, like the eUk 
of an umbrella by its ribs. The upper membrane is 
iii-mly attached to the tubes (which are called ner- 
vures) ; the lower has but a slight adhesion, and is 
easily stripped from them. The nervures originate in 
the body, and diverge like a fan to various points of 
the tip, and to the upper and lower edges ; some of 
them, however, terminate in the substance of the wing 
without reaching the edge, and some send off cross 
branches by which two are connected together. They 
generally maintain the same thickness throughout, but 
there are enlargements where the branches join the 
main trunks. These nervures arc hollow, and are, dur- 
ing life, filled with a subtile fluid, which is supplied 
from the vessels of Uie body. They contain also rami- 
fications of the exc[uisite spiral air-vessels, which we 
4* 
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shall presently consider, bo that both air and blood eir 
culate in them. 

In this wing of the Bee all of these etmcturea may 
be seen to greater advantage. The membrane appears 
perfectly homogeneous hy transmitted light, even with 
so high a magnifying power as 600 diameters, at least on 
a cursory examination ; though, by careful manipula- 
tion, we may discern faint traces of angular lines which 
divide the whole surface into iiTCgular areas. Kut 
by using reflected light at an oblique angle, this areola- 
tion, which indicates the primary cells of the struetnre, 
is mueb plainer, and each area is perceived to carry a 
single hair in its centre. 

The hairs themselves here take the character of 
curved spines, not unlike those of a rose tree. Along 
the front edge of the wing they are straight, stout, 
densely crowded, and overlapping in an inclined po- 
sition ; but the most interesting modification of these 
organs is seen at the front edge of the posterior pair. 
Unlike tlie Fly, which has but a single pair of wings, 
the Bee has two pairs, of which the fore pair is the 
larger and more homy, the hinder pair seeming to he, 
as it were, cut out of the hinder and inner side of the 
fore ones. The two edges — the hinder edge of the fore 
pair and the front edge of the hind pair — then corres- 
pond, but it is necessary that, during flight, when the 
wings are expanded, tlie two wings on each side should 
maintain this relative position, neither overlapping the 
other, but together presenting one broad surface, where- 
with to heat the air. There must be, therefore, some 
contrivance for locldng together the two edges in ques- 
tion, which yet shall be capable of being unlocked at 
the pleasure of the animal ; for the wings during repose, 
slide over one anoUier. Tliis contrivance is fumislied 
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by a series of hairs or spines mnning along the front 
edge of the hind-wing ; they are bent up into strong 
semicircular hoots, arching outwards, looking, under a 
hi^h power, like the hooks on a butcher's stall. On 
(he other hand, the margin of the fore-wing is strength- 
ened, and is turned over with a shallow doubling, bo 
as to make a groove into which the hooks catch ; and 
thus, while the fore-wings are expanded, the hooks of 
ihe other pair are firmly locked in their doubled edge, 
while, as soon as ilight ceases, and the- win; 
laxed, there is no hin- .^ 
drance to the sliding of 
tlie front over the hind < 
pair. 

The wings of many in- 
sects are interesting on 
account of llie organs 
with which they are 
clothed. A familiar ex- 
ample is furnished hy 
the common Gnat, a 
wing of which is on the slide now before me. There 
is tlie same general structure as before,— two clear elas- 
tic membranes stretched over slender horny tubular 
nervnres, and studded on both surfaces with short spine- 
like liaii-s, which in this case, however, are excessively 
numerous and minute. But along the nervnres, and 
along other lines which run (generally) parallel with 
the front margin, and also along the whole margin, 
there ave set long leaf-lilic scales of very curious at>- 
pea ranee and stn-ucture. 

Confining our attention to one of these lines, sup- 
pose one of the nervnres,' we see tliat its course is 
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marked on the upper membrane by five rows of minute 
elevated warfs, arranged obliquely with one another. 
Prom, each of tiiese warts springs a slender stem which 
gradually dilates into 
a thin leaf-shaped 
l plate of transpai'ent 
substance, having 
from four to eight or 

''"""■■■ " ten longitudinal ribs. 

They project iii a radiating manner, all inclined towards 
the tip of the wing. The same line on the under-sur- 
face carries the like number of leaf-iike plates, corre- 
sponding in arrangement, structure, form and direction 
with tlioso on tlie upper side. The margins of the wing 
all round are furnished with similar organs, with tliis 
difference, tliat whereas tlie plates along the lines are 
as it were cut off abruptly at tlieir greatest diameter, 
the marginal ones converge again with a gracefully 
curved outline, to a fine point : a form which is seen 
to the greatest advantage along the hind edge of the 
wing, while tliose of the front margin are tJiicker, and 
more densely crowded. 

Tlicre are, however, other Insects which display these 
or similar appendages in far greater profusion, and in 
much variety of form and appearance. In the fissures 
of cliffs that border the sea-shore may often be found 
some wingless but active Jnsects, which are endowed 
with the power of leaping in great perfection. From 
their hinder extremity being furnished with long pro- 
jecting bristles, they are sometimes called Bristle-tails, 
but naturalists designate the genus MacJdlis. If you 
can get one sufficiently still to examine it, you will bo 
delighted witli the lustre of its clothuig, wliich appears 
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dusted all over with a metallic powder of rich colours, 
— red, brown, orango and yellow, foiled by dull lead- 
grey in placea. 

If yon touch one of tliese nimble leapers, though 
ever so lightly, you will see the result on your finger- 
ends j for they will be found covered with a thin stra- 
tum of the finest dust, which displays the coloured me- 
tallic reflection seen on the insect. By touehing one 
with a plate of glass instead of your finger, you will get 




the same dust to adhere to this transparent medium, by 
applying which to the microscope you may at onee 
discern the marvellons nature of the raiment with 
which the little creature is bedeeked. 

The dust ia now seen to be composed of myriads of 
thin scales, mostly regular and symmetrical in tlieir 
forms, though varying exceedingly among themselves 
in this respect. Some are heart-shaped, some shovel- 
sliaped, some round, oval, elliptical, half round, half 
elliptical, long and narrow, sometimes irregular and 
unequai, and of various otlier undescribable outlines. 
Perhaps the most common forma are ovate, heart- 
shaped, and that of the pan of a iire-shovel. Eacli thin 
scale has a minute foot-stalk, which is not connected 
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witli it at either exti'emity, but at a point of one surface 
a little Tpvay from the smaller end, whence it projects at 
" , BO that when the stalk was inserted 
in the skm of the insect, the scale lay 
hoi izontally, covering the insertion. 
Tins IS a peculiarity not found in 
3] some other scales that I shall pres- 
ently introduce to j'Oii, 

The whole hody of the scale is 
[I ti avei bid by a series of fine close-set 
i" B ^ ffllillHl P^'"'l^fil lines, running longitudinally 
' 'IRf ^ 0BB3fllSl/ tjom end to end. At least this is 
the oidlnary arrangement; but oc- 
ta'.ionilly yon see scales, in wliich 
theie aie two series of parallel lines, 
11 ranged on either sideof animagin- 
aiy central line, towai-ds which they 
respectively converge, but never, I think, diverge from 
it. These lines appear to form thickened ribs, but seem 
to be made by elevations of the membrane both above 
and below. Between the ribs, on the lai-ger scales, we 
see a number of very delicate cross lines, wliich are 
probably regular wrinklings of the depressed eui'face. 

There is another little Insect of the same family, 
commonly found in cupboards, and in chinks of old 
damp bouses, and called the Sugar-louse {Lepisma) ; 
very much like this, but of a silvery lustre, and carry- 
ing the three bristles of the tail diverging widely. This 
also is covered with scales, some of which are preserved 
on this glass slide. Here, while the general appearance 
and stmeture agree with tliosc of the scales which we 
have just been considering, there is considerable diver- 
sity in details. The form is usually ovate or sbovel- 
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like ; tHe foot-staUi, projecting at a similar angle, is not 
set on the inferior surface, but ia the bottom of a 
deep narrow incision ; and the ribs are invariably di- 
vergent like those of a fan. In these, however, there is 
a peculiarity of arrangement, which I have never seen 
noticed, but which is obvious enough in the specimens 
before us. The ribs on the two surfaces diverge at a 
different angle, those of the upper surface being the 
more divergent, divaricating from the foot-stalk, while 
those of the lower membrane are coarser, and much 
more nearly parallel, their bases rangmg along the 
hind edge of the scale. The effect of the intersection 
of the sets of lines at so acute an angle, is to convey 
the optical impr^sion that the scale is covered with 
short irregular dashes. 

Such is the arrangement on these scales, which I 
prepared myself from the coraon Lepisma ; but I have 
a slide marked " Lepisma," from one of the dealers in 
microscopic objects, in which the ribs on the two 
sides concur; but, on one side, there are obliqnely 
divergent lines visible only near the margin, which 
appear to be produced by wrinkles of tlae membrane 
analogous to the transverse dashes on those of Ma- 
chilis. 

Scales much more delicate than either of these sorts 
are found on the Podura, a minute insect of which 
there arc several species ; which leap, jerking out the 
bristles of the tail, that are oi-dinarily carried under the 
body, like a coiled spring. They are common in cellars, 
in-hot-bed frames, on dunghills, on the surface of water 
in road-ruts, &e. On the slide before you are some of 
the smaller scales from one of these insects ; they are 
exceedingly delicate, and the clearness with which you 
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discern the character of their martings, ia a proof of 
the good definition of my microscope; this is what 
is called a " test^ohjeet." At first sight they seem 
covered with ribs like those of the MacJiilis and Lepis- 
ma y hut, by the use of a magnifying power of 600 diam- 
eters {as I have now put on), you perceive that, in 
the first place, the lines are not straight nor parallel, 
but curve irregularly, and are often branched ; and, 
in the second place, that they are not uninterrupted, 
but made up of a series of successive wedge-shaped 
warts, which lie nearly flat, but project a little at the 
larger end, where each overlaps the next. The scale 
we are looting at measures '0014 inch in length, and 
•0009 in width ; here the mai'ks are well defined ; here 
are smaller scales '0008 in length by "OOOSo in width, 
but these are more dim and difficult to resolve. 

The beautiful and extensive order called Lepidoptcra 
or Scale-winged, pmf excdlen^ie, including the gay tribes 
of Butterflies and Moths, present us with many ex- 
ceedingly interesting varieties in these singular cover- 
ings. The study of these might be almost as wide as 
the immensity of species ; I can only show you a few 
exmples. 

Here are specimens from the pretty little white 
Five-plume Moth (PteropAorus), so common in meadows 
in summer. The general shape of the scales from the 
body and wings is that of a willow-leaf, some singly 
pointed, but more cut at the tip into two, three, or 
four notches. Those from the legs are longer and slen- 
derer in proportion ; and among the others from the 
wings, there are some which tahe the fonn of hairs, 
which send forth one or more branches from one side, 
that form a very acute angle with the main stem. Tlie 
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scales proper are all marked witli longitEdinal lines, 
very miniite and close, but tliey mostly bear a central 
band, and sometimes a marginal one on eaeb side, of 
spots set in sinuous lines like the bands on a niaeker- 
el's back ; these are probably composed of pigment- 
granules, 

Tliese from the pretty Six-spot Burnet Hawkmoth, 
are nearly opacLue, especially those from tlie red parts 
of the wings, which have a rieh ruddy glow by trans- 
mitted hght. They are naiTow in shape, tapering 
gi-adually forward from the foot-stalk, and terminate 
mostly in two blunt points. The ribs are coarse for the 
size of the scales, and the depressed spaces are marked 
with irregular pigment-grains. 

The hairs witli which the bodies 
of IToths are invested arc essentially , 
of the same character as the scales 
which clothe their wings. Here arc 
examples from the glowing sides of 1 
the abdomen of that richly coloured 
insect, the Cream-spot Tiger-mouth 
{Arctia vilUca). You see they are 
simple scales, drawn out to an inor- 
dinate length and great tenuity ; each 
has its quill-like foot-stalk, and we 
may trace on some of them tlie ribs 
and transverse dotting, while here we 
see all intennediate stages between 
the slenderest hair and the broadly 
ovate, bluntly-pointed scales from tlie » 
wings. 

You are familiar of course witli the brilliant little 
Blue Butterfly {Polyormnaius Alexis), wiiich dances 
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and glitters in the euiiBliine on waste places in June. 
Among the scales of ordinaiy form whioli clothe the 
lovely little wings will occur one here and there of a 
different shape from the rest. Here you may see one ; 
it is much smaller than the average; the foot-stalk; is 
very long, and the shape of the entire scale is tliat of a 
battledoor. The ribs are rather few and coarse, and 
they have this peculiarity, that each i-ib swells at inter- 
vals into rounded dilatations, each of which has a jninute 
black point in its centre. In some of these battledoor 
scales there is, near tlie lower part of the expansion, a 
crescent of minutfe pigment-grains. 

The silvery grey surface of the front wings of a 
common moth, known as the BufF-tip (Pygm-a iuce- 
phala), is composed of scales of unusual magjiitude, 
ajid of a remarkable foi-m, their shape being that of an 
expanded fan, and being quite distinguishable by the 
unassisted eye. The ribs are very fine and numerous, 
and tliere are diverging lines of pigment-grains run- 
ning tlirough the scale. 

Those of tlae Emperor Moth {Saturnia pavonia- 
minoT), ai'O likewise triangular in outline, and are re- 
markable for being deeply notched at the end ; so deep- 
ly as to leave projecting points (from two to five) as 
long as, or even longer tiian the integral portions of 
the scale. 

In some species we find scales the tips of which are 
furnished wJlh a curious sort of fringe. Tiiis slide pre- 
sents several such in the midst of many of a more ordi- 
nary shape and appearance. Tlie scales in question are 
straight, and parallel-sided, rather narrow, with the 
basal end rounded, and the terminal exti-emity tapered 
abruptly to a point; it is ou each slope of this point 
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tliat the fringe is arranged. Tlie surface does not tip- 
pear to be elevated in ribs, bntsniooth; whiln tbeivbole 
interior, except a crescent around the 
foot-stalk, is tilled with pigmentgrains, 
imparting a mottled appearance. It is 
remarkable that all the scales of this form 
liave the foot-stalk turned in under thu 
expanse. The example which we aio 
considering is from the white portion of 
the wing of Pieria Glaxtci^pe, a fine but- 
terfly from China; but a similar stmc- 
tnre is found in our own Garden Whites, 
and Meadow Browns, {Pieiidm and 
Satyridce). 

Scales taken from the brilliant 
changeable blue-green patch in the liind- rrjxcEn s^aic of 
wing of Pa^lio Paris, a fine Indian 
butterfly, have an interesting appearance. They are 
simply pear-shaped in outline, with few longitudinal 
ribs set far apart, and numerous strongly-marked cor- 
rugations ruiming across between them. That these 
are really elevations of the surface, is well seen in some 
scales, even with transmitted light, and a high power ; 
for the slopes of the wrinkles that face the light display 
the lustrous emerald reflection proper to the wing, 
while the transmitted colour of the whole scale is a rich 
transparent red. 

The dimensions of the scales do not hear any 
certain proportion to tlie size of the insect which is 
clothed with them ; those from the broad wings of 
tlie noble Satumia Atlas, for example, eight or nine 
inches in expanse, being exceeded in size by some 
from those of our little native Huslin Moth, an inch wide. 
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You will say that what I am ahout to show yoii is a 
lovely object ; hut for its right display I must use a 
low magnifying power,— not higher lian a hundred 
diameters, — with the Lieherkuhn to reflect the light of 
the mirror full upon the surface. It is a small frag- 
ment cut from the wing of Papilio JParis, showing 
several rows of the scales in their natural arrangement. 
The gcmmeons radiance of the glittering green scales 
on the black ones, by which they are environed, glares 
out with a splendid effect ; and what is more interest- 
ing, you can trace the manner in which they are set, 
—those of each row slightly overlapping the bases 
of another row, like slates on a roof, — and also tlie 
mode in which they aro inserted. ITie clear horn-col- 
oured membrane of the wing is seen raised in shallow 
transverse steps (if I may use such a term) so that if 
it were divided longitudinally, the edge would ap- 
pear cut into saw-hko teeth. Along the margins of 
these ridges are set minute sockets, which are very 
distinctly seen, where the scales have been displaced ; 
in these the tiny footstalks of the scales are inserted. 

The little Beetles which we are familiar with under 
the name of "Weevils, characterised by their long slender 
snouts, at the end of which they carry curiously folding 
antennse, and which constitute the family, Oweidiomdw, 
are in many cases clothed witli scales, to which they 
owe their colours and patterns. Several of our native 
species display a green or silvery lustre, which under 
the microscope is seen to be produced hy oval scales. 
But these are eclipsed by the splendour of many trop- 
ical species ; especially that well-known one from South 
America, which is called the Diamond Beetle, and 
scientifically Entimiis impertcdis, from its unparalleled 
magnilicenee. 
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A piece of one of the wing-eases of tliis beetle is 
gummed fo the slide now upon the stage. We look at 
it by reflected light with a magnifying power of 130 
diameters, Wc see a hlaek ground, on which are 
strewn a profusion 
of what look like 
precious stones blaz- 
ing in the most gor- 
geous lustre. ' To- 
pazes, sapphires, 
amethysts, rubies, 
emeralds seem hei-e 
sown broadcast; and ] 
yet not wholly with- 
out regularity, for 
there are broad 

bands of the deep black surface, where there are no 
gems, and, though at considerable diversity of angle, 
they do all point witli more or less precision in one 
direction, viz. that of the bands. 

These gems are flat transparent scales, veiy regu- 
larly oval in form, for one end is rather more pointed 
than the other ; there is no appearance of a footstalk, 
and by what means they adhere, I know not ; they are 
evidently attached in some manner by the smaller ex- 
tremity to the velvety black surface of the wing-case. 
The gorgeons colours seem dependent in some measure 
©n the reflection of light from their polished surface, 
and to vary according to the angle at which it is re- 
flected. Green, yellow, and orange hues predominate ; 
crimson, violet, and blue are rare, except npon the long 
and narrow scales that border the suture of the wing- 
cases, where these colours are the chief reflected. Yet 
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there appears to be some positive colour in tlieir sub- 
stance; for in tliese latter scales, which projecting be- 
yond the edge of the wing-case can be examined as trans- 
parent objects, and that with a high power, the trans- 
mitted light is richly coloured with the same tints as 
the same scales displayed nnder the Liebertuhn. 

We may derive pleasant instruction from continuing 
our observations on a few other wings of insects. If 
you have ever thought on the subject, you have pro- 
bably taken for granted that the varions sounds pro- 
duced by insects are voices uttered by their mouths. 
But it is not so, No insect baa anything approaching 
to a voice. Toeal sounds are produced by the emission 
of air from tlie lungs variously modiiied by the organs 
of the mouth. But no insect breathes tlu'ough its 
mouth ; no air is expelled tlience in a single species ; it 
is a biting, or piercing, or sucking organ ; an organ for 
the taking of food, or an organ for ofienee or defence ; 
lint never an organ of sound. 

The wings are in most cases the immediate causes 
of insect sounds. On this subject you will read with 
pleasure some very interesting remarks by the learned 
Mr. Kirby, inquiring, " by what means these sounds 
are produced." 

" Ordinarily, except perhaps in the ease of the gnat, 
they seem perfectly independent of the will of the ani- 
mal ; and, in almost every instance, the sole instruments 
that canse the noise of flying insects are their wings, or 
some parts near to them, wliich, by their friction 
against the trunk, occasion a vibration- — -as tlie fingers 
upon tlie strings of a guitar— yielding a sound more or 
less acute in proportion to the rapidity of their flight, 
the action of the air perhaps upon these organs giving 
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it some modificationa, Wliether, in the beetles tliat 
fly with noise, the elytra [or wing sheaths] contribute 
more or less to produce it, seems not to have been 
clearly ascertained ; yet since tbey fly with force as 
well as Telocity, the action of the air may cause some 
motion in them, enongh to occasion friction. With re- 
spect to Diptera, Latreille contends that the noise of 
flics on the wing cannot he the result of friction, because 
their wings are then expanded ; but though to us flies 
seem to sail through the air without moving these or- 
gans, yet they are doubtless all the whUe in motion, 
though too rapid for the eye to perceive it. ■ "When the 
aphidivorous flies are hovering, the vertical play of 
their wings, though very rapid, is easily seen ; but 
when they fly ofi" it is no longer visible. Repeated ex- 
periments have been tried to ascertain the cause of 
sound in this tribe, hut it should seem with different 
results. De Gecr, whose observations were made upon 
one of the flies Just mentioned, appear to have proved 
that, in the insect he examined, the sounds were pro- 
duced by the friction of the root or base of the wings 
against tlie sides of the cavity in which they ai-e inserted. 
To ha convinced of this, he aflirms, the observer has 
nothing to do but to hold each wing with the finger 
and thumb, and, stretciiing them out, taking earc not 
to hurt the animal, in opposite directions, thus to pre- 
vent their motion — and immediately all sound will 
cease. For further satisfaction he made the following 
experiment. Ue first cut off the wing^ of one of these 
flies very near the base ; hut finding tliat it still con- 
tinued to buzz as before, he thought that the wlngleta 
and poisei-s, which he remarked were in a constant 
vibration, might occasion the sound. Upon this, cnt- 
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ting both oif, he examined the mutilated fly witli a mi- 
croscope, and foimd that the remaining fragments of 
the wings were in constant motion all the time that tlie 
buzzing continued ; but tliat by pulling them up by 
the roots, all sound ceased. Shelver's experiments go 
to prove, with respect to the insects that he exam- 
ined, that the winglets are more particularly concerned 
with the buzzing. Upon cutting off the wings of a fly 
' — but he does not state that he pulled them up by the 
roots — he found the sound continued. He next cut off 
the poisers — the buzzing went on. This experiment 
was repeated eighteen times with the same result. 
Lastly, when he took off the winglets, either wholly or 
partially, the buzzing ceased. This, however, if cor- 
rect, can only be a cause of this noise in the insects 
that have winglets. Numbers have them not. He 
next, therefore, cut off the poisers of a crane-fly (Tvpida 
crocata), and found that it buzzed when it moved tlie 
wing. He cut off half the latter, yet still the sound 
continued ; but when he had cut off the whole of these 
organs the sound entirely ceased." * 

There is a pretty little beetle {Clytua), not uncom- 
mon in summer in gardens, remarkable for the brilhant 
gamboge-yellow lines across its dark wing-cases, which 
makes a curious squeaking sound when you take it in 
your hand. You think it is crying ; but if you care- 
fully examine it with a lens while the noise is uttered, 
you will perceive that the cause is the grating of 
the thorax against the front part of the two wing- 
cases. Several other beetles produce similar sounds 
when alarmed, by rubbing the other end of tlie wing- 
sheaths with the tip of the abdomen. Many of 
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those genera wliicli feed on ordure and earrkii do 
this. 

Bat the noisiest of all insects are those of the classes 
OrthcypUra and Sonuyptera, the Crickets and Grasshop- 
pers, and the Treehoppers, And these shall bring ns 
back to our microscope, to -wliich we shall return with 
the more zest, after this little interval of repose for onr 
strained eyes. 

listen ! we hear coming up the kitchen-stairs, the 
stridulous chirping of the Ilouse-erieket {AoKeta do- 



" The cricket cliirrups on the hearth." 

The cook shall catch us one for investigation. " Please 
sir, here's the crickets : here's half a dozen on 'em. I 
don't like 'em, I don't ; nasty noisy varmint !" Thank 
von, cook ; we'll tiy and turn them to some useful pur- 
pose to-day, at least. 

Now, you see, each of the upper wings or wing-cases 
has a clear space near tlie centre, of a triangular form, 
crossed by one or two slender nervures. This space 
has received the name of the tympanum or drum. It 
is bounded externally by a broad dark nervure, which 
with a low power we see is scored with three or four 
longitudinal furrows, of course separated by as many 
homy ridges. In front of the clear drum, and form- 
ing a curved base to the triangle, there passes across 
a homy ridge, tapering outwards, which is roughened 
thronghout its length by close-set teeth exactly lilie a 
file. When the insect chooses to be musical it partially 
opens and closes its wing-slieaths, causing the two files 
to rub across each other ; and this gives rise to the 
peculiar ringing vibration the intensity of which is 
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heightened by tlie tense " drum" acting as a sounding 
board. 

So at least some Bay ; but M. Goureau, who has 
published some elaborate observations on the chirping 
of insects,* asserts that the sound is chiefly owing to 
the action of the " iile" (which he calls the " bow") on 
the loEgitudin ally-ridged nervure, which he calls the 
" treble-string." 

We see in this individual, that is so obliging as to 
produce what cook calls its "nasty noise" before us, 
that he elevates the wing-sheaths so as to form an acute 
angle with the body, and then rubs them together with » 
rery brisk horizontal motion ; biit which of the nervures 
it is that actually produces the sounds, it would require 
a very careful and elaborate series of experimental re- 
searches to determine. It has been asserted that the 
legs play a part in the music by being. rubbed against 
the bows ; tliis, however, seems improbable from their 
relative position. 

In tlie Southern United States, I have had opportu- 
nities of seeing and of hearing a very noisy performer 
of the Gryllus tribe, called the Katedid {PterophyUa. 
concava)^ which sings through the night in the foliage 
of the trees. The sounds, reiterated on every side, re- 
semble a score or two of quarrelsome people with shrill 
voices, divided into pairs, the individuals of each pair 
squabbling with each other ; " I did ! " " You didn't ! " 
" I did ! " " You didn't ! " the objurgation maintained 
with the most amusing pertinacity, and without a 
moment's intermission. Here the wing-sheaths, -whieh 
are large and as it were inflated, are certainly the or- 
gans of sound. A portion of each is turned, at riglit- 
* *Tiri Soc. Ent. de Frniice. 
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angles to the remainder, over the back, so that the one 
pai-tly overlaps the other. The musical organ consists 
of a hard glassy ridge in front, hehind which is a trans- 
parent membrane, which appears tightly stretched over 
a semicircular rim, like the parchment of a drum, an- 
swering in structare and in function to the part so com- 
pared in the cricket. 

This Gryllus I found would crink freely, wheii held 
in my fingers, provided I held it by the head or thorax, 
so as not to interfere with the freedom of the wing- 
cases ; though these needed only to he partially opened, 
the bases being merely slightly separated without af- 
fecting tlie general contiguity. Tlie two glassy ridges 
were rubbed across each other, making the sharp crink. 
OrdinariJy this was done thrice, three distinct but 
rapid crossings making the sound represented by tlie 
word " Katedid ; " but occasionally the insect gave but 
a single impulse, uttering as it were hut one syllable of 
the word. 

The Locusts and Grasshoppers, however, do, it ap- 
pears, make use of their liind legs in producing their 
erink. If you look at this Grasshopper's leg, you will 
see that the tliigh is marked with a number of trans- 
verse overlapping angular plates, and that the shank 
carries a scries of short homy points along each side. 
The insect when it crinks, brings the shank up to its 
thigh, and rubs both to and fro against tlie wing-deaths, 
doing this by turns with the right and left legs, wliich 
causes the regular breaks in the sound. The drum, on 
whicli this rubbing vibrates, has been described by the 
anatomist, De Geer : — " On each side of the first seg- 
ment of the abdomen," says lie, " immediately above 
the origin of the posterior thighs, there is a eonsi- 
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derable and deep aperture of ratlier an oval foiin, 
wliich is partly closed by an irregular flat plate or op- 
erculum of a hard substance, but covered by a wrinkled 
flexible membrane. The opening left by tbia opercn- 
litm is semilunar, and at the bottom of the cavity is a 
white pellicle of considerable tension, and sbining like 
a little mirror. On that side of the aperture which 
is towards the head there is a little oval hole, into 
which the point of a pin may be introduced without 
resistance. When the pellicle is removed, a large cav- 
ity appears. In my opinion this aperture, cavity, and 
above all the membrane in tension, contribute much to 
produce and augment the sound emitted by the grass- 
liopper." * 

In this case we may without hesitation conclude 
that the friction of the thigh-plates and shank-points 
on the rough edges of the wing-cases, produces the 
musical vibration of tlie tense membrane, as rubbing 
a wet glass with the flnger will yield a loud musical 
note. 

Tlie most elaborate contrivance for the production 
of sounds among the Insect races, however, is found 
among the Cicadje, celebrated in classical poetry as the 
very impersonations of song and eloquence. I regret 
I cannot show you this apparatus ; for though we have 
a British species, — ^lately discovered in the Hicw I'orcst, 
— it is very rare. Should you travel, however, either 
in the old or new world, you will have abimdant op- 
portunities of using your microscope to verify the fol- 
lowing description by our prince of entomologists, Hr. 
Kipby. 

" If you look at the under side of tlie body of a 
• DcGcCT, ill ill. 
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male, tlic first thing that will strike you is a pair of 
large plates of an irregular form — in eomo semi-oval, in 
otliers triangular, in others again a segment of a circle 
of greater or lees diameter—Covering part of the helly, 
and fixed to the trunk between the abdomen and the 
hind legs. These are the drum-covers or opereula, 
from beneath which the sound isaiies. At the base of 
tlie posterior legs, just above each operculum, there is 
a small pointed triangular process, the object of which, 
as K^amnur supposes, is to prevent them from being 
too much elevated. AVlien an operculum is removed, 
beneath it you will find on the exterior side a hollow 
cavity, with a mouth somewhat linear, which seems to 
open into the interior of the abdomen : next to this, on 
the inner side, is another large cavity of an irregular 
shape, tlie bottom of whicli is divided into tiiree jior- 
tions ; of these the posterior is lined oblic[uely with a 
beautiful membrane, which is very tense — in some 
species semi-opac[ue, and in other transparent — and re- 
fleets all the colours of the rainbow. Tliis mirror is not 
tlie real organ of sound, but is supposed to modulate it. 
The middle portion is occupied by a plate of a homy 
substance, placed horizontally, and foi-ming the bottom 
of the cavity. On its inner side this plate terminates 
in a carina or elevated ridge, common to both drums. 
Between the plate and the after-breast (^os^cius) an- 
other membrane, folded transversely, fills the oblique, 
• semilunar cavity. In some species I have 
. this membrane in tension; probably the insect 
can stretch or relax it at its pleasure. But even all this 
apparatus is insufficient to produce the sound of these 
animals ; one still more important and curious yet re- 
mains to be described, Tliis organ can only be discov- 
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ered by dissection. A portion of the first and second 
segments being removed from tliat side of tlie back of 
tbo abdomen wliich answers to the drums, two bundles 
of muselea meeting each ■otlier in an aciite angle, at- 
tached to a place opposite to the point of the inuoro of 
tlic first ventral segment of the abdomen, will appear. 
In Heanmwr's specimens, these bundles of muscles 
seem to have been cylindrical ; but in one I dissected 
{Cicada Capensis) 'daey were tubiform, the end to which 
the true drum is attached being dilated. These bun- 
dles consist of a prodigious number of muscular fibres 
applied to each other, but easily separable. AVhilst 
K^aumur was examining one of these, pulling it from 
its place with a pin, he let it go again, and immediately, 
though the animal had been long dead, the usual sound 
was emitted. On each side of the drum-cavities, when 
the opereula are removed, another cavity of a Innulato 
shape, opening into the interior of the abdomen, is ob- 
servable. In this is the true drum, the principal organ 
of sound, and its aperture is to the Cicada what our 
laiynx is to us. If these creatures are unable them- 
selves to modulate their sounds, here are parts enough 
to do it for them : for the mirrors, the membranes, and 
the central portions, with their cavities, all assist in it. 
In the cavity last described, if yon remove tlie lateral 
part of the first dorsal segment of the abdomen, you 
will discover a semi-opaque and nearly semicii'cular 
concavo-convex membrane witli transverse folds; this 
is the drum. Each bundle of muscles, before men- 
tioned, is terminated by a tendinous plate nearly circu- 
lar, from which issiies several little tendons that, forming 
a thread, pass through an aperture in the horny piece 
that supports the dnim and are attached to its under or 
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concave surface. Tlina the bundle of muscles being al- 
ternately and briskly relaxed and contracted, will by 
its play draw in and let out the drum : so that its con- 
vex surface being thus rendered concave when pulled 
iu, when let out a sound will be produced by the effort 
to recover its convexity ; which, striking upon the mir- 
ror and other membranes before it escapes from under 
the operculum, will be modulated and augmented by 
them. I should imagine that the muscular bundles are 
extended and contracted by the alternate approach and 
recession of the trunk and abdomen to and from each 
other. 

" And now, my friend," adds the excellent author, 
" what adorable wisdom, what consummate art and 
skill are displayed in the admirable contrivance and 
complex structure of this wonderful, this unparalleled 
apparatus ! The gi'eat Creator has placed in these in- 
sects an organ for producing and emitting sounds, 
whicii in the intricacy of its constniction seems to 
I'esemble that which. lie has given to man and tlie 
larger animals for receiving them. Here is a cochlea, 
a meatus, and, as it woiild seem, more than one tym- 



In some instances tlie sounds of insects more neai'ly 
approach the character of true voices ; at least so far 
as they are produced by the emission of air from the 
breathing organs. One of the most eminent of conti- 
nental entomologists, Dr. I5ui'meister, tells us so. 
Finding that the buzz of a large fly {Eristalis ienax) 
stiE continued after the wiuglets, the poisers, and even 
tlie wings, had been quite cut off except their stumps 
(only in the last case the sound was somewhat weaker 
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and higlier) he eonecived that the epiracles Vying ho 
tween the 9n£S0- and metortkorax must he the instvn- 
ments of the Bound ; which, accordingly, he found to 
cease entirely ■when they were stopped ■with gum, 
fliough while the ■wings ■were in Titration. Pursuing 
his researches, he extracted one of these spiracles, and 
opening it cai'efally, found its posterior and inner lip, 
■which is directed towards the commencement of the 
trachea., to be expanded into a small, flat, crescent- 
shaped plate, upon which are nine parallel, very deli- 
cate, homy laminse, the central one heing the lai'gest, 
while those on each side become gradually smaller and 
lower ; so it is, he is persuaded, in consequence of tlie 
air being forcibly driven out of the trachea and touch- 
ing these laminte that they are made to vibrate and 
sound, precisely in the same way ■with the glottis of the 
larj/nx. Dr. Burmeister (who remarks that Chabrier, 
in his Sksa*: sur U Vol des Insectes, p. 45, &c., has also 
explained tlie hum of insects as produced by the an- 
streaming from the tliorax during flight, and also speaks 
of laminse which lie at the aperture of the spiracles), in 
order to be certain that the laminse in question in the 
posterior spiracles of the thorax are alone concerned in 
producing sound, also inspected the anterior ones, but 
without finding in them any trace of these laminse. 
He explains the weaker and sharper tones produced 
when the wings, all but the very roofs, are cut off, as 
resulting from the weaker vibrations of the contracting 
muscles, and consequently less forcible expulsion of the 
air when the vibratory organs are removed ; and he 
thinks with Chabrier that some air may escape tlu-ough 
the open trachem of the wings which are cut off. 
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Tliougli he regards these lamiiiiE aa the cause of hum- 
ming in bees and flies, ho does not decide that other 
causes may not produce the buzz of cockchafers, &e., in 
the thoracic spiracles of which he could not discern 
them,* 

* Man. ofEntom. 4C8. 
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CHAPTEIi VI. 



In order to understand tlie passage last quoted from 
Burmeister, you ought to know something of the man- 
ner in which breathing ia performed, among insects, 
Essentially, hreathing is the same function, wherever 
it occTira ; and it does occur, doubtless, in all animals 
under some form or other. It ia the ahsoi-ption of oxy- 
gen from without to the fluids within, to repair the 
waste constantly produced by vital energy. But it 
may be obtained from different sources, and imbibed in 
various modes. 

All insects in the perfect state are air-breathers ; 
that is, they procure their oxygen from the air as wo 
do ; and most of tliem are so in their earlier stages. 
Even in exceptional cases, viz., such larvse or pupse as 
are provided with what represent gills, and appear tc 
be dependent on the water for their respiration, the 
exception is rather apparent than real, for the function 
18 performed in air-vessels still. Now these air-vessels 
shall afford us some interesting microscopical obser 
vations. 

Tliis brown fly, which is buzzing and hovering on 
invisible wings over the flowers in tlie garden, you 
perhaps take for a bee. 'No; it has but two wings; 
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for I liave caught it, and you may ascertain the fact 
for yourself; it belongs to tlie genua Syrpkus. Hav- 
ing caught it; I deprive it of life by means of tho very 
organs I am going to examine, for I turn a tinnbler 
over it and insert under the edge a lighted lucifer- 
niatch. In a few seconds it ia dead, — suffocated ; for 
phosphoric and sulphuric acids introduced into the 
breathing tubes quickly destroy life. I presently take 
it out, and putting it into a dissecting-trough under a 
lens, cut up the abdomen with a pair of flue pointed 
scissors. Then I pin open the divided abdomen to the 
bottom of tlie trough, which is coated with wax for the 
purpose ; and, looking at it with the lens — ^but you 
shall look for yourself. 

"Well, you see little else but the polished brown 
walls of the body and a number of fine white threads. 
It ia those threads that we want. "With a smaU camel's 
hair pencil I move them to and fro in the water, and 
soon perceive that they are like little trees with com- 
paratively thick trunks, sending off many branches, and 
gradually becoming excessively slender. Here and 
there short thick branches break out on two opposite 
sides, and on each side are connected with the wall of 
the abdomen. Here then with the fine scissors I snip 
them across, aud lift up a portion with the hair pencil 
into a drop of water which I have already put into 
the hve-box. The cover now flattens the drop, spreads 
the white threads, — and the object ia ready for our 
eye. 

We have before us a considerable portion of the 
tracheal system of the fly. And though, owing to tho 
involution of the parts and the injury our rude anatomy 
lias done, we cannot trace the beautiful regularity 
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whieli exists in life, we may see the principle on which 
they are arranged, and much of the perfection with 
which they are constructed. 

Here then is a system of pipes, — some large, some 
small ; the smaller hranching forth from the large, 
and themselves sending off yet smaller branches, which 
in their turn divide and subdivide until the final rami- 
iicationa arc excessively attenuated. Besides these, we 
see liere and there ovate or barrel-shaped reservoirs, 
having the same appearance and intimate sti'ncture as 
the pipes, but of mueli larger caUbre and connected 
with them by a branch. 

This, I say, is the breathing system, or a large por- 
tion of it. These pipes receive the air from without 
through trap-doors, which we will examine presently, 
and convey it to the most distant parts of the body. 
In ourselves the air is inhaled into a great central reser- 
voir, the lungs, and the blood dispersed through every 
part is brought to this reservoir to be oxygenated. In 
insects it is tlie blood that is collected into a great 
central reservoir, and the air is distributed by a mi- 
nutely divided system of vessels over the blood-reser- 
voir. 

The trachea! or air-pipes have a silvery white ap- 
pearance by reflected light ; but if we use transmitted 
light and put on a high power, we discern a wonderful 
structure, which I will describe in the eloquent lan- 
guage of Professor Eymcr Jones, and you shall estimate 
its truth as you examine the object :— 

" There is one elegant arrangement connected with 
the breathing-tubes of an insect specially worthy of ad- 
miration ; and perhaps in the whole range of animal 
mechanics it would bo difficult to point out an example 
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of more ex(jni3ite median ism, ■whctlier we consider the 
olajcct of tlie contrivance or the remarkable beauty of 
tliG structure employed. The air-tubes themselves are 
necessarily extremely thin and delicate ; bo that on the 
slightest pressure their sides would inevitably collapse 
and thus completely put a stop to the passage of air 




through till III, piu(hi( mg, of course, the speedy suifoca- 
tion of the insect, had not some means been adopted to 
keep them always permeable ; and yet to do so, and at 
the same time to preserve their softness and perfect 
flexibility, might seem a problem not easily solved. 
The plan adopted, however, fully combines both these 
requisites. Between the two thin layers of memhranc 
which form the walls of every air-tube, a delicate elastic 
thread (a wire of exquisite tenuity) has been interposed, 
which, winding round and round in close spirals, forms 
by its revolutions a cylindrical pipe of sufficient firm- 
ness to preserve the air-vessels in a permeable condi- 
tion, whilst at the same time it does not at all interfere 
with its flexibility ; this fine coil is continued through 
every division of the tracJie<x, even to their most minute 
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ramiiications, a eliaraeter whereby these vessels arc 
readily distinguishable when examined under the mi- 



Han has imitated this exquisite contriTance in the 
spiral wire spring which lines flexible gas-pipes ; but 
his wire does not pass between two coats of membrane. 
Ouc of the most interesting points of the contrivance 
is the way in which the branches are (so to speak) in- 
serted in the trunk, the two wires xiniting without leav- 
ing a blant. It is difficult to describe how this is 
done ; but by tracing home one of the ramifications 
you may see that it is performed most accurately, — 
the circumvolutions of the trunk-wire being crowded 
and bent round above and below the insertion (like the 
grain of timber around a knot), and the lowest tm-ns of 
the branch-wiro being suitably dilated to fill up tlie 
hiatus. 

You must not suppose, however, that the whole of 
one tube is formed out of a single wire. Just as in a 
piece of human wire-work the structure is made oat of 
a certain number of pieces of limited length, and join- 
ings or interlacings occur where new lengths are intro- 
duced, so, strange to say, it seems to be here. It is 
strange, I say, that it should he so, when there can be 
no limit to the resources, either of material, or skill to 
use it ; but so it is, as you may see in tliis specimen, 
which has been dissected out of the body of a silkworm. 
The spiral is much looser here than in the air-tube of 
the ily, the turns of the wire being wider apart ; and 
hence its structure is much more easily traced. Here 
you see in many places the introduction of a new wire, 
always commencing with the most fine-drawn pouit, 
* Nat, Hist, of Aiilm. i, 6, 
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but presently taking its place with the rest so as to he 
imdistinguishablc from them. In some cases certainlj 
(perhaps this may he the explanation of the phenome- 
non in all) the -wh'e so introduced may he found to ter- 
minate with the like attenuation before it has.niadea 
single volution, and seems to he inserted when the per- 
manent curvature of the pipe would leave the wires on 
the outer side of the curve too far apart, half a turn, or 
even much less, then being inserted of supernumerary 
wire. 

I told you that the air enters these tubes through 
certain " trap-doors." This is not the term which the 
physiologist employs, certainly : he calls them spiracles. 
In our own bodies the air enters only at one spiracle, 
a curiously defended orifice opening just in front of tlie 
gullet at the back of the mouth. But in the class of 
animals wo are now consideiing there are a good many 
such breathing orifices. Tou-maysee them to great 
advantage in any large caterpillar, the silkworm for 
example, where all along the sides of the pearl-grey 
body you perceive a row of dots, which with a lens 
you discover to he little oval disks sunken into little 
pits, of a black hue with a white centre, through 
which is a very slender slit. Tliere are nine of these 
organs on each side, a pah' to each segment or divis- 
ion of the body, with the exception of the first, which 
is the head, and of the third and fourtlf, which are 
destined to bear tlie wings ; these are destitute of spir- 
acles. 

Essentially, these organs, under whatever modifica- 
tions of form and position they may appear, have the 
same structure. They are narrow orifices, with two 
lips capable of being opened at the will of the animal, 
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01 icfTiratelj clewed , and in many soft-stinned insects, 
sudi •\B tliL Bill-B unn, and most larvte, tlicy are set 
m a homy ring, by which means they are prevented 
from collapsing, through the unresisting character 
of the general integum,ent. Tlie opening and shut- 
ting ol them is pertormed hy an internal apparatus of 
muscles, uliich is sometimes strengthened by being 
ittidied to two hom> plates, which project inwardly. 
But the most curjona thing 
to 1)0 noted in tlio stnicture 
of these spiracles is the con- 
trivance which induced me to 
call them trap-dooi-s. Small 
as are their openings, they 
are still large enough to ad- 
mit many floating particles 
of dust, soot, and other extra- 
neous matters, whieh would 
tend to clog up the delicate 
air-passages, and to impede 
the right perfonnance of then- 
important functions. Hence 
they need to be guarded with 
some sort of sieve, or filter, 
which, while admitting the air, shaJI exclude the dust. 

Various and beautiful are the modes in which this 
common purpose is effected, but I can show you only 
two or three. This is one of the breathing orifices of 
the common House-fly, in which, as yon see, minute 
processes grow from the margin all round, which ex- 
tend partly across the open area, branching and rami- 
fying again and again, and spreading and interlacing 
with those of the opposite side, so as to form a perfect 
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sieve, which the finest atoms of dust cannot pene- 
trate. 

The sanae end is attained, in another way, in tht 
dirty eylifidrical grub, which is found so abundantly at 
the roots of grass in pasture lands, and which country 
folk call, from the toughness of its skin, " leather-coat." 
It is the larva of the Crane-fly {Ti^vla oleracea), bo 
familiar to us under the souVriq^iet of Daddy Long-legs. 
I can easily procure one of these, for, unfortunately, 
they are but too ubiquitous. Here is one, who shall 
have the honour of being martyred for the benefit 
of science. Before we assassinate Iiim, however, just 
loot here, at the hinder extremity of his body, where 
there is an area, surrounded and protected by several 
points, and in this area, two black spots. 

With the dissecting-scissors I have carefully cut out 
one of these specks, and now I put it under the Lieber- 
kuhn, for illumuiation on the stage of the microscope. 
There is, first of all, a dark homy ring of an oval figure, 
a little way within which there is an opaque, dark plate 
of the same figure, but smaller, occupying the central 
portion of the area. The space between the margin of 
tlie plate and the bounding ring is occupied by a series 
of slender filaments, placed side by side, proceeding 
from one to the other, through the interstices of which 
the air is filtered. The central plate seems to be quite 
imperforate. 

The fat, thick-bodied grubs of those beetles called 
chafers, exhibit, in tlieir spiracles, a modification of this 
structure, rendered still more elaborate. In the case 
of the larva of the common Cockchafer {Melolontka 
vulgaris), for example, the central plate is a projection 
fi-ora one side of the margin of the spiracle — to use a 
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geographical simile, we may say that, instead of heing 

Till irilaiid in tlie midst of a lake, it is a promontory. 

Tims, the breathing space is a 

crescent-shaped band, -which is 

crossed in every part by bars 

passing from the margin to the 

projecting plate. But, as if the 

I interstices left by tliese bars 

I wotild be too eoai"se fortlie pur- 

I pose, they arc further sublimat- 

I ed by a membrane, ■which is 

stretched across them, and 

which is perforated with a nnm- 

ber of excessively minute round 

holes, through which alone the air is admitted. 

In many of the two-winged fiies, which inhabit the 
water in tlieir earlier stages, there are some interesting 
contrivances and modifica- 
tions connected with the or- 
gans of respiration. It is ne- 
cessary that the orifices of 
the air-tabes should be 
brought at intervals to tlie 
surface of the water, in or- 
der to come into contact 
with the external air; while, 
at the same time, it is im- 
portant that as small a por- 
tion as possible of the ani- 
mal's body be exposed to 
danger, by being protruded from its sheltering element. 
An example in point you may see in tliis vase. 

Here is a slender worm, an inch and a half in 
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length, tliicliest a little behind the head, and tapering 
gradually to a lengthened tail, the twelve eegments of 
the body being very conspicuous. It eivims up and 
down or to and fro in the clear water, with a not 
very rapid, wriggling movement, throwing its body 
alternately from side to side in the form of the let- 
ter S. 

This is the maggot of a handsome dipterous fly, 
sometimes called the Chameleon-fly {Stratiomys cham- 
(Bleori). There is much about it to reward observation 
and careful examination with a low magnifying power, 
especially the head, with its pointed snoot, and its pair 
of foot-like palpi. These are situated one on each side 
of the head, are three-jointed, the last joint being 
studded with short stiff spines, and the second having a 
thumb-like projection. With these organs, the grub 
roots and burrows among the decaying vegetable mat- 
ter at the bottom for its food ; and when not so engaged, 
they ai-e often rapidly vibrated in a singular manner, 
the sight of which might induce a feeling of fear, as if 
they were threatening weapons of offence, — a pair of 
poisonous stings, for instance ; they have, however, 
no such function, the poor grub being perfectly harm- 
less. 

"Wliat I wish you chiefly to observe, however, is the 
tail, with its curious organization. AVith the naked 
eye, you can perceive that the ]ast joint is much slend- 
erer and more lengthened than the rest, and that it is 
tipped with a beautiful crown of feathers, like the 
diadem of some semi-savage prince. Tliis is best seen 
when the animal comes to the surface, which it always 
does tail uppermost, for as soon as the tip reaches 
the air, the plumes instantly open, and form an ex- 
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quisite cone or funnel, ' from wliieli every Amp of 
moisture is excluded, thougli the water stands around 
at the level of the liriin, A few seconds it remains 
motionless thus, the whole body hanging downwards, 
suspended from tlie caudal coronet, then suddenly the 
tips of the plumes curve inward toward each other, 
inclosing a globule of air, and the animal wriggles 
away into the depths, carrying its burden, like a pearl, 
or a glittering bubble of quicksilver, behind it. 

This you may observe with the unassisted sight, 
and you may mark, also, how, from time to time, a por- 
tion more or less, of the bubble of gleaming air is in- 
haled or expired by the animal, causing a diminution 
or increase of its volume ; and this of itself would con- 
vince you that it is tlie spiracles of tlie animal w]iii;li 
are thus protected. 

The application of a low magnifying power, say 
from thirty-five to fifty diameters, for we can hardly 
use a higher magnification than this to the animal while 
alive, will reveal a few more of the details. 

"We see, then, that the extremity of the last segment 
forms a circular disk hollowed in the centre, where it is 
perforated with the two orifices of the air-pipes. The 
margin of this disk carries about thirty stiff but slender 
spines or bristles, some of which afe branched in a 
forked manner. Each bristle bears, on its two opposite 
sides — viz., on those aspects wliich face the next bristle 
on either hand,-^two series of not veiy close-set branch- 
lets, set like the plumes of a feather, or the pinnse of a 
fern-leaf, which give it the elegant plumose appearance 
which the unassisted eye recognises. The bristles have 
a granuiose surface near the extremity, and terminate in 
fine points. 
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Tiie curious faculty of tepelling ivater, -wliieli the 
interior surface of this plumy coronal possesses, is of 
the highest value in. the economy of the insect ; for, on. 
the one hand, it permits the hreatliing orifices to be 
brought into contract with the air, even when nearly a 
quarter of an inch below the surface ; and on the other 
liand, it allows the volume of air inclosed within the 
funnel to be perfectly isolated and carried securely 
away, as a reservoir for the wants of tlie animal, wlicn 
engaged in its avocations 
of necessity or pleasure, in 
the recesses of its sub- 
aquatic groves. It .is re- 
markable that so complete 
is this repellent power, that 
when the tail is at the sur- 
face, the animal may mate 
a very perceptible descent 
without breaking the con- 
tinuity of the air, the sur- 
face presenting the curioiis 
phenomenon of a deep fun- 
nel-shaped dimple leading 
down to the tail of the 
animal. 

The chameleon -fly is 
not, however, so abundant 
and BO universally distrib- 
uted as that you may al- 
ways calculate upon being 
able to repeat these obser- 
vations when yon will. I shall, therefore, show you an 
analogous example, much more easily obtained. Both 
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arc inhabitants of our fresh' watei-8 : the chameleou-grub 
lives in ponds, crawling among the stems of aquatic 
plants, and occasionally visiting the surface in the man- 
ner you have seen ; but it is precarions^ — in some sea- 
sons not uncommon, in others, scareelj' to he met with 
by the most peraeveriag search, Tor lay next specimen, 
I have but to go with a basin to the water-butt in tlie 
yai-d, and take a dip of the surface-water at random : I 
shall he pretty sui'e of a score at least. 

Here they are swarming, as I told you. What, 
those things S why, tJiey are gnat-grubs. "Well, don't 
despise them, you will find them worth looking at. I 
dare say you have never submitted them to half-au- 
hour's microscopical examination. I have caught one 
with a spoon, and put it into tliia nan-ow glass trough 
of water that it may rest conveniently pn the stage. 

We will take a cursory glance at its entire person. 
Ilepe is a flat, roundish head, a great globose, swollen 
thorax, and a long, slender, many-jointed body, ending 
in a curious fork. But all is curious : — the head, with 
its homy transparency ; its pair of rod-like antenna, 
covered with minute points ; its two black eye-patches ; 
aud its jaws, beset with strong, curved hairs, set in 
radiating rows, and, ever and anon, working to and fro 
with the most rapid vibrations : — the thorax, — so trans- 
parent, with its amber-like clearness, that you can dis- 
cern the dorsel vessel, which contains the blood ever 
dilating and collapsing with the most beautiful regulai'- 
ity ; and, beneath this, the gullet, through which, now 
and then, descends a dark pellet of food, to join the 
mass already lodged in the stomach farther down, — a 
result, by the way, that explains that incessant vibra- 
tion and piuuping motion of the mouth-organs, which 
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thus evidently are engaged in collecting food from tlie 
water ; though, even with this power, we can see no 
Bolid matter taken in, till we discern it agglomerated in 
the swallowed pellets : — the body, or abdomen, with its 
ten joints, all (witli a slight exception) the counterparts 
of each other ; and each carrying its own dilatation of 
the dorsal vessel, and its own portion of the long and 
well-filled intestinal canal : — all these, I say, are very 
interesting and curious to observe ; especially when we 
select, as I have done, a young individual for examina- 
tion ; since the tisauea then possess a transluceney 
which is essentia] to our seeing with distinctness any- 
thing of the internal organization, but which soon 
gives place to opacity, as the insect advances in age. 

Very cui'ious, too, are the hairs with which the 
whole surface of the animal is furnished at certain de- 
terminate points. But these are seen to more advan- 
tage in an older specimen ; for, in tliis one of tender 
hours, they are nearly simple ; whereas, in an opaque, 
nearly full-grown individual, every hair is seen to ho 
studded with secondary points, tliat project from its 
surface throughout its length. These hairs are arranged 
in beautiful radiating pencils or tufts, and scattered, as 
I have said, at definite points over the whole body ; — 
there is a tuft on each antenna ; one on the forehead ; 
one in front of each eye-spot ; several circles of them 
set round the thorax ; one circle of scanty pencils set 
round each segment of the body, and a few smaller 
tufts scattered about besides ; all of fhcm springing 
from minute round wai'ts. 

The extremity of the abdomen deserves, lioweTer, a 
separate investigation, and we wUl now direct our at- 
tention to the tail-end of oui' tiny grab. There ai-e ten 
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segments to the aljdomen ; at the eiglitli it seems to 
divide into two branches, one longer tlian the other. 
This appearance, however, is due to tlio circumstance 
tliat the respiratory tube is sent forth from the eighth 
segment, and that the niutii and tenth segments are 
bent away at an angle from the general line of the 
body. 

Tlie ninth segment is very small : the tenth is squar- 
isli, with rounded corners, and is hroxight to a thin 
edge. Around the margin there is the most exquisite 
array of hairs possible ; at one comer there are three 
pencils ; ■while round the opposite, and down the cor- 
responding side, run in two rows twelve pencils, set 
very close to each other, and each containing a large 
number of very slender hau-s. The extreme end of the 
segment is ornamented with four diverging organs of 
taper conical form and crystalline clearness, through 
the midst of each of which passes a very fine branch of 
the air-tube system, which gives off still more at- 
tenuated branehlets in its course. 

We have not yet, however, examined the origin 
of this air-breathing system. Thei'e is but one en- 
trance to the air, or rather two placed close together, 
at the end of that round column, which is sent off from 
the eighth segment of the abdomen. This column, 
which is roughened all ovei' with minute points, and 
fringed with rows of hairs, ends in a homy, conical 
point, which seems entire whDe under water, but no 
sooner does it come to the surface, than it is seen to 
split into five triangular pieces, which open widely, and 
expose a hollow, at the bottom of which are the two 
spiracles. 

From tlicse the two main air-pipes are seen to com 
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nicnee and to proceed along the centre of the column, 
thence into the abdomen, which they traverse one 
along each side, sending off slender branchlets all along, 
and becoming more and more attenuated themselves ; 
till, at length, we trace fliem into the thorax, and thence 
through the slender neck into the head itself, until they 
terminate in fine points close to the back of the mouth. 
It needs, it is true, a very transparent specimen to fol- 
low the tracheal tube thus through their entire course ; 
but in such it can be done without difficulty. And it 
is very instructive to do so, inasmuch as one such per- 
sonal examination of an insect under a good microBcope 
will make yon far more familiar with the peculiarities 
of its physiology, than the clearest book-descriptions, or 
even the best and most elaborate plates, alone. 

Perhaps you may think I have kept you too long 
over these gnat-grubs, but my reason for being more 
minute in the examination of this creature is, that its 
extreme abundance in eveiy place, and through the 
greatest part of the year, puts it in the power of every- 
one to procure a specimen alive and healthy, almost 
whenever he chooses, and, therefore, it is peculiarly 
available for microscopic study ; while the transparency 
of its tissues, and its generally simple organization, 
make it a more than usually suitable object for investi- 
gation : besides which, there are the beautiful and in- 
teresting points in the details of its structure which I 
have been endeavouring to bring before you. 

Ifot less interesting and remarkable is the change 
in the position of the spiracles, which takes place as 
soon as this grub arrives at the pupa or chrysalis state, 
■phe skin of the active, fish-like larva splits down the 
back, and out presses an equally active little i 
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which, if you did not know it, you would never tliink 
of connecting with the grab from which it has pro- 
ceeded ; so totally difiereut is it in form, in structure, 
and in motions. 

"We shall easily find some in our basin that have 
passed into this stage. Yea, here is one, which will 
please to take its place in tho glass trough with its 
younger brothers. How strange the transformation 1 
It reminds us of a lobster, though, of course, the re- 
semblance is only cursory. With the naked eye we 
see that the thorax is greatly enlarged, not only ac- 
tually, hut proportionally ; that it forms an oval mass, 
occupying some five-sixths, at least, of the entire ani- 
mal ; the rest apparently being taken up by a slender, 
many-jointed abdomen, which curves round the great 
thorax, and, bending nnder it, ends in an excessively 
delicate, transparent, swimming-plate. It is this curving 
abdomen, with its terminal swimmer, and its hack- 
ward strokes, in swimming, that constitute the resem- 
blance to a prawn or lobster, 

K we now bring a low power with the reflected 
light of the Lieherkuhn to bear on it, we shall see the 
progress the animal has made in this its change of rai- 
ment. The thorax shows on its sides the future wings, 
crumpled and folded down, tlie nervurea of which we 
can discern distinctly. The elegant little head, too, can 
be well made out ; its eyes, now perfectly marked with 
the numerous hexagonal facets that belong to the ma- 
tured organs of vision in these creatures ; its antennte, 
like slender rods, folded down side by side along the 
inferior edge of the thorax ; the short palpi lying out- 
side these ; and within, both the lancets and piercers 
that are destined to subserve the hlood-sucking propen- 
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sities of our eanguiiiary little eubject, when it attains 
its winged condition ; — all encased in the transparent 
pupa skin, that lies like a loose wrapper around every- 
thing. 

The extremity of the abdomen has now notliing to 
do with respiration, and henee it is never brought to 
the surface of the water, as it was _con8tantlj before. 
The little animal still habitually lives in contact with 
the air, coming up to it with rapid, impatient jerks, 
whenever it has descended ; but it is invariably the 
Bunimit of the thorax that is uppermost, and when 
the creature rests, it is this part that touches the sur- 
face. 

"Wliy is this ? you ask. Look, and you will see why. 
From the summit of the thorax project two little horns, 
which, under the microscope, are seen to he clear 
trumpet-shaped tubes with open mouths, cut as it were 
obliquely off. These enter the thorax close to the 
bases of the wings ; and when we confine the animal in 
a glass cell, exercising a gentle pressure upon the thor- 
ax, we see bubbles of air alternately projected from the 
trumpet mouths of the tubes and sucked in again. 
These, then, are the spiracles, tlie orifices of the air-tubes, 
where the vital fluid enters the body, and whence it is 
carried to every part of the system. 

There is something curiously beautiful about tlio 
structure of these epiraeular tubes, of which I cannot 
attempt to explain the object. With ahigh magnifying 
power, their whole exterior surface is seen to be covered 
with regular rounded scales, overlapping each other, 
and very closely resembling tliose of a fish. 
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I HA\'E lipre inciloaed a small window-fly in the live- 
box of tlie microscope, tliat you may examine the stme- 
ture of its feet as it presses them against the glass cover ; 
and tlios not only get a glimpse of an exqnisitely-formed 
stractnre, hut acquire some correct ideas on the ques- 
tion of how a fly is enabled to defy all the laws of 
physics, and to walk jauntHy about on the under sm-- 
face of polished bodies, such as glass, without falling, or 
apparently tlie fear of falling. And a personal examin- 
ation is the more desirable because of the hasty and er- 
roneous notions tliat have been promulgated on tlie 
matter, and that are constantly disseminated by a 
herd of popular compilers, who profess to teach science 
by gathering up and retailing the opinions of others, 
often without the slightest knowledge whctlicr what 
they are reporting is true or false. 

The customary explanation has been that given by 
Derham in his " Physico-tlieology ; " that " divers flies 
and other insects, besides their sharp-hooked nails, have 
also skinny palms to their feet, to enable tliem to stick 
to glass, and other smooth bodies, by means of the pres- 
Bure of the atmosphere, after the manner as I have seen 
boys cany heavy stones, with only a wet piece of lea- 
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ther clapped on tbo top of a stone." Eingley, citing 
this opinion, adds that they are able easily to overcome 
the pressure of the air " in warm weather, when they 
are brisk and alert ; bnt towards the end of the year 
this resistance becomes too mighty for their diminished 
strengtli ; and we see flies laboming along, and lugging 
their feet on windows as if they stuck fast to the glass : 
and it is with the utmost diflieulty they can draw one 
foot after another, and disengage their hollow cups from 
the slippery surface." * 

But long ago another solution was proposed : for 
Hooke, one of the earliest of microscopic observers, de- 
scribed the two palms, pattens, or soles (as he calls the 
jndvilli), as " beset underneath with small bristles or 
tenters, like the wire teeth of a card for working wool, 
which, having a contrary direction to the claws, and 
both pulling difierent ways, if there bo any irregularity 
or yielding in the surface of a body, enable the fly to 
suspend itself very firmly." He supposed that the 
most perfectly polished glass presented such irregular- 
ities, and that it was moreover ^ways covered with a 
" smoky tarnish," into which the hairs of tlie foot pene- 
trated. 

The " smoky taroish" is altogether gi-atuitous ; and 
Mr. Blaekwall has exploded tlie idea of atmospheric 
pressure, for he found that flies could walk np the in- 
terior of the exhausted receiver of an air-pump. He 
had explained their ability to climb up vertical polished 
bodies by the mechanical action of the minute hairs of 
the inferior surface of the palms ; but farther experi- 
ments having showed him "that flies cannot walk up 
glass which is made moist by breathing on it, or which 
* Anim. Biogr. 
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ia thinly coated with oil or flour, lie was led to the con- 
clusion that these hairs are in fact tuhalar, and excrete 
a viscid fluid, by means of which they adhere to dry 
polished surfaces ; and on close inspection with an ade- 
quate magnifying power, he was always able to dis- 
cover traces of this adhesive material on the track on 
glass both of flies and various otlier insects furnished 
•viii^ puImlU, and of those spiders which possess a sim- 
ilar faculty.* 

In the earlier editioijs of Kirby and Spence's " In- 
troduction to Entomology," Mr. Kirby had adopted the 
suctorial hypothesis. But in a late one he made an al- 
lusion to Mr. Blacbwall's opinion, and added the follow- 
ing interesting note : — 

" On repeating Mr. Elaekwall's experiments, I 
found, just as he states, that when a pane of glass of a 
window was slightly moistened by breathing on it, or 
dusted with flour, bluebottle-flics, the common house- 
flies, and the common bee-fly {Eristalis tenons) all 
slipped down again the instant they attempted to walk 
up these portions of the glass ; and I moreover remarked 
that each time after thus slipping down, they immedi- 
ately be ganto nib first the two fore tarsi, and then the 
two hind tarsi, together, as flies are so often seen to do, 
and continued this operation for some moments before 
they attempted again to walk. This last fact struck me 
very forcibly, as appearing to give an importance to 
these habitual procedures of fli^ that has not hitherto, 
as far as I am aware, been attached to them. These 
movements I had always regarded as meant to remove 
any particle of dust from the legs, but simply as an 
affair of instinctive cleanliness, like that of the eat when 
• Linn. Trans, iti. 490, TC8. 
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bIlo licks herself, and not as serving any more important 
object; and such entomological friends aslhavetad 
an opportunity of consulting tell mc that their view of 
the matter was precisely the same ; nor does Mr, Blaok- 
wall appear to have seen it in a different light, einee, 
though BO strongly bearing on hia explanation of the 
way in which flies mount smooth vertical surfaces, he 
never at all refers to it. Tet, from the absolute neces- 
sity which the flies on whicli I experimented appeared 
to feel of cleaning theirpulvHU immediately after being 
wetted or clogged with flour, however frequently this 
occurred, there certainly seems ground for supposing 
that their usual and frequent operation for effecting this 
by rubbing their tarei together is by no means one of 
mere cleanliness or amusement, but a very important 
part of their economy, essentially necessary, for keeping 
their jmhnlU in a fit state for climbing up smooth ver- 
tical substances by constantly removing from them alt 
moisture, and still more all dust, which they are per- 
petually liable to collect. In this operation the two fore 
and two hind tarsi are respectively rubbed together for 
their whole length, whence it might be inferred that 
the intention is to remove impurities from the entire 
tarsi ; but this I am persuaded is not usually the ob- 
ject, which is simply that of cleaning the under side of 
ths ptdviUi by rubbing them backward and forward 
along the whole surface of the hairs with which the tarsi 
ai-e clothed, and which seem intended to serve as a 
bnish for this particular purpose. Sometimes, indeed, 
when the hairs of the tarsi are filled with dust through- 
out, the operation of rubbing them together is intended 
to cleanse these hairs ; because, without these brushes 
were themselves clean, they could not act upon the 
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bail's of the under side of the^ulvUli. Of tliis I wit- 
nessed im interesting instance in an EristaUs tenax, 
which hy walking on a surface dusted with flour had 
the hairs of the whole length of the tarsi, as well as the 
■pulviUi, thus clogged with it. After slipping down 
from the painted surface of the window-frame, which 
she in vain attempted to climb, she seemed sensible 
that before ^QpvlviUi could he brushed it was requi- 
site that the brushes themselves should be clean, and 
full two minutes were employed to malte them so hy 
stretching out her trnnlc, and passing them repeatedly 
along its sides, apparently for the sake of moistening 
the flour and causing its grains to adhere ; for after this 
operation, on rubbing her tarsi together, which she 
next proceeded to do, I saw distinct little pellets of flour 
fall down. A process almost exactly similar I have 
always seen used by bluebottle-flies and common house- 
flies which had their tarsi clogged with flour hy walk- 
ing over it, or by having it dusted over them ; hut 
these manteuvres are required for an especial purpose, 
and on ordinary occasions, as before observed, the ob- 
ject in rubbing the tarsi together is not to clean tJie^n, 
but the pulviUi, for which they serve as brushes. Be- 
sides rubbing the tarsi together, flies are often seen, 
while thus employed, to pass the two fore tarsi and 
tibite with sudden jerks over the back of the head and 
eyes, and the two hind tarsi and tibiiB over and under 
the wings, and especially over their outer margins, and 
occasionally also over the hack of the abdomen. That 
one object of these operations is often to clean these 
parts from dust, I have no douht, as on powdering the 
flies with flour they thus employ themselves, sometimes 
for ten minutes, in detaching every part of it from 
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tlicir eyes, wiBgs, and atdomen ; tut I am also inclined 
to believe that, in general, when this passing of the legs 
over tlie hack of the head and enter margin of the 
wings takes place in connexion with the ordinary rah- 
bing of the tarsi together, as it nsuallj does, that the 
object is rather for the purpose of completing the entire 
cleansing of the tarsal brushes (for which the row of 
strong hairs visible under a lens on the cxtci'ior margin 
of the wings seems well adapted), so that they may 
act more perfectly on the p'ulvilU. Here, too, it 
should be noticed, in proof of the importance of all the 
pulviUi being kept clean, that as the tarsi of the two 
middle legs cannot be applied to each other, flies are 
constantly in the habit of rubbing one of these tarsi and 
itspulmlli, sometimes between the two fore tarsi, and 
at other times between the two hind ones 

" Thougli the above observations, hastily made on 
the spur of the occasion since beginning this note, seem 
to prove that it is necessary the puImUi of flies and of 
some other insects should be kept free from moisture 
and dust to enable them to ascend vertical polished 
Borfaeea, they cannot be considered as wholly setiliug 
the question as to the precise way in which these ^^ 
villi, and those of insects genei'ally, act in affecting a 
similar mode of progression ; and my main reason for 
here giving these slight hints is the hope of directing 
the attention of entomological and microscopical ob- 
servers to a field evidently, as yet, so imperfectly ex- 
plored. 

" After wi-iting the above, intended as the conclu- 
Eion of this note, I witnessed to-day (July 11, 1842), a 
fact which I cannot forbear adding to it. Observing a 
house-fly on the window, whose motions seemed very 
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strange, I approaelied it, and found that it was making 
violent contortions, as though every leg were affected 
with St. Vitus' dance, in order to pull itspulmlU from 
the surface of the glass, to which they adhered so 
strongly that though it could drag them a little vray, 
or sometimes by a violent effort get first one and tlien 
another detached, yet the moment they were" placed on 
the glass again, they adhered as if their und^r sido 
were smeared with bird-lime. Once it sneeeeded in 
dragging off its two fore legs, when it immediately 
began to rah the pulvilU against the tarsal brushes; 
but on replacing them on the glass they adhered as 
closely as before, and it was only by efforts almost con- 
vulsive, and which seemed to threaten to pull off its 
limbs from its body, that it could succeed in moving a 
quarter of an inch at a time. After watching it witli 
much interest for five minutes, it at last hy its con- 
tinued exertions got its feet released and flew away, 
and alighted on a curtain, on which it walked quite 
briskly, but soon again flew back to the window, where 
it had precisely the same difficulty in pulling its pul- 
viUi from the glass as before ; but after observing it 
some time, and at last trying to catch it, that I might 
examine its feet with a lens, it seemed by a vigorous 
effort to regain its powers, and ran quite actively on 
the glass, and then flying away I lost sight of it. I am 
unable to give any satisfactory solution of this singular 
fact. The season, and the fly's flnal activity, preclude 
the idea of its arising from cold or debility, to which 
Mr. White attributes the dragging of flies' legs at the 
close of autumn. The pulvilU certainly had much 
more the appearance of adhering to the glass by a vis- 
cid mutci-ial than by any pressure of the atmosphere, 
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and it is so far in favour of Mr. Blackwall's hypothesis, 
on wliich one miglit conjecture that from some cause 
(perhaps of disease) the hairs of the pulviUi had poured 
out a greater quantity of this viscid material than usual, 
and more than tlie muscular sti'ength of the fly was 
ahle to cope mth."* 

In the foot of the fly under our own observation you 
may see how well the joints of the tarsus are covered 
with hairs, or rather stiff pointed spines, of various 
dimensions and distances apart, and hence how suitable 
■ these are for acting the part of combs to cleanse the 
palms. But these last are the organs tliat most claim 
and deserve our examination. In the specimen of the 
little MuBca that I have imprisoned, the last tarsal 
joint is terminated by two strong divergent hooks 
which are themselves well clothed witli spines, and by 
two membranous flaps or palms beneath them. These 
are nearly oval in outline, though in some species tliey 
are nearly square, or triangular, and in some of a very 
irregular shape, Tliey are thin, membranous, and 
transparent, and when a strong light is reflected through 
them by means of tlio achromatic condenser, we see 
their structure under tliis power of 600 diameters very 
distinctly. 

The inferior surface of the palm, on which we are 
now looking, is divided into a vast number of lozenge- 
shaped areas, which appear to be scales overlapping 
each other, or they may be divided merely by depressed 
lines. From the centre of each area proceeds a very 
slender, soft, and flexible pellucid filament, which 
reaches downwards to the surface on whicli the fly is 
walking, and is there slightly hooked and enlarged into 
* Intr. to Entom., Tth Ed., p. 458. 
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a minute ilesliy bulb. Those from tlie areas near anil 
at the margins of the palms more and more arch ont- 
"wards, 60 that the space covered by tlio bulbs of the 
filaments is considerably greater than tliat of the 
palm itself. 

Now it is evident that the bulbous extremities of 
tliese soft filaments are the organs of adhesion. "We 
notice hoiv they drag and hold, as tlie fly draws its foot 
from its place, and it seems almost certain that the ad- 
hesion is efFected by means of a glutinous secretion 
poured out in minute quantities from these fleshy tips. 
Wlien tlio foot is enddenly removed, we may often see 
a number of tiny particles of fluid left on the glass where 
the filaments Lad been in con- 
tact with it: but I do not 
build conclusively on this ap- 
j^earance, because iho fij'. 
Laving been confined for 
some quarter of an hour in 
this nearly tiglit glass cell, 
has doubtless exhaled some 
moisture, which has condens- 
ed on the glass; and the specks 
we see may possibly be due 
to tho filaments of tlie palms 
having become wet byrepeat- 
edly brushing the moist sur- 
face. Mr. Hep worth, how- 
ever, asserts that a fluid is 
poured out from these fila- 
ments, and is deposited on 
the glass,when the fiyis vigorous, with great regularity. 
He says that "when in a partially dormant state, the 
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insect does not appear to be able to give out this secre- 
tion, though it can still attach itself: indeed, this fliiid 
is not essential for that pnrpoee."* It is asserted that 
the speckled pattern of flnid left on the glass by the fly's 
footsteps remains (if breathed on) when the moisture is 
evaporated ; and hence it is presumed to be of an oily 
nature. 

In some Beetles the joints of the foot are furnished 
with similar appendages. I shall now show yon the 
fore-foof of a well-known insect, called by children the' 
Bloody-nose I5ect!e {Timarcha tenehricosa), a heavy- 
bodied fellow, of a blue-black colour, abundant in 
spring and summer on hedge-banks. You have doubt- 
less often observed it, and have been amused, perhaps, 
at seeing the drop of clear scarlet fluid which exudes 
from its mouth when touched. 

The ■ feet in this species are broad and well devel- 
oped. Ton may see witli the naked eye, on turning 
it up, that its dilated joints are covered on the under 
surface with a velvety cushion of a rusty-brown colour ; 
and here, under a low power of the microscope with 
tlie Lieherkuhn, you can resolve the nature of the 
velvet. 

The foot, or tarsus as it is technically called, is com- 
posed of four very distinct pieces ; of which the first is 
semicircular, the second crescent-shaped, the third 
heart-shaped, and the fourth nearly oval. The last is 
rounded on all sides, has no cushioned sole, and carries 
two stout hooks. The first three are flat or even, hol- 
lowed beneath into soles, something like the hoof of a 
horse, and the whole interior bristles with close-set 
minute points, the tips of which terminate at the same 
* MiorOBc Journal, for April, 1854, 
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level and form a velvety surface. Now tlicsc points arc 
the whitish bulbous extremities exactly answerable to 
those of the palms of the fly, and doubtless they answer 
the very same purpose. Only here they are set in far 
closer array and are a hundred times more numerous ; 
whence we may reasonably presume a higher power of 
adhesion to be possessed by the beetle. The structure 
is best seen in tho male, which may be distinguished 
by its smaller dimensions, and by its broader feet. 

A still better example of a sucking foot is this of tho 




Dytious inarginalis. It is the great flat oval beetle, 
which is fond of coming np to the surface of ponds, and 
hanging there by the tail with its pair of hind legs 
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stuck out on each side at right angles ; tlac redouljt- 
atle monster wliieli little boys who bathe bold in sueb 
salutary awe under, the name of Toe-biter. "We hare 
turned the tables upon the warrior, and have bitten Jiis 
toe— off, and here it is. This is the tarsus of one of the 
fore limbs. 

The peculiarity that first strikes us is that the first 
three joints are as it were fused into one, and dilated so 
as to make a large roundisli plate. The under surface 
of this broad plate is eovered with a remarkable array 
of sucking disks, of which one is very large, occupying 
about a fourth part of the whole area. It is circular, 
and its face is strongly marked with numerous fibres 
radiating from the centre. Wear this you perceive two 
others of similar form and structure, but not more than 
one tenth part of its size ; one of these, moreover, is 
smaller than the other. Indeed, the size and number 
of these organs differ in different individuals of the 
same species. 

The greater number of the suckers are comparatively 
minute ; but they are proportionally multitudinous and 
crowded. Each consists of a club-shaped shaft, with a 
circular disk of radiating fibres attached to its end. 
The whole apparatus constitutes a very effective instru- 
ment of adhesion. 

There is a somewhat similar dilatation of the first 
joints of the tarsus, but for a very different object, in 
the Honey-bee ; and it is particularly worthy to be ob- 
served, not only for the interesting part which it plays 
in the economy of the insect, but for the example it af- 
fords us of the adaptation of one and the same organ to 
widely different uses, by a slight modification of its 
struetui-e. 
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It is the hind foot of the Bee that we arc now to ex- 
amine. Xbe iirst joint is, as you see, enlarged into a 
wide, long, and Bomewhat ovate form, constituting a 
flattish .plate, slightly convex on hoth eurfaeea. The 
upper face presents nothing remartable, but the under 
side is set with about nine stiff combs, the teeth of 
which are homy straight spines, set in close array, and 
arranged in transverse rows across the joint, nearly on 
a level with its plane, but a little projecting, and so 
ordered that the tips of one comb slightly overlap the 
bases of the next. Wc see them in this example very 
distinct, because their colour, a clear reddish-brown, 
contrasts with a multitude of tiny globules of a pale 
yellow hue, like minute eggs, whieli are entangled in 
the combs. 

Mow these globules serve to illnstrate the object of 
this apparatus. They are grains of pollen ; the dust 
that is discharged from the anthers of flowers, whieli 
being kneaded up with honey forms the food of the in- 
fant bees, and is, therefore, collected with great perse- 
verance by those industrious insects ; and the way in 
which they collect it is, by rating or combing it from 
the anthers, by means of these effective instraments on 
their hind feet. 

You see that in this specimen the combs are loaded 
with the grains, which lie thichly in the furrows be- 
tween one comb and another. But how do tliey dis- 
charge their gatherings ? Do they return to the hive, 
as soon as they have accumulated a quantity such as 
tliis, which one would suppose they - could gather in 
two or three scrapes of the foot ? Ko ; they carry a 
pair of panniers, or collecting baskets, which they grad- 
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nally fill from tlie combs, and then return to deposit 
tiie results of tbcir collecting. 

One of tlicse baskets I can show you ; and, indeed, 
we should be unpardonable to overlook it, for it is the 
companion stmcture to tlie former. I make tlie stage 
forceps to revolve on it axis, and thus bring into 
focus the joint {tihia) immediately above that of tho 
combfi, and so that wo shall look at its opposite sur- 
face ; that is, the outer. We notice at once two or 
three peculiarities, which distinguish the joint in this 
instance from other parts of the same limb, and from 
the corresponding part in the same limb of other insects. 

First, the surface is decidedly concave, whereas it is 
ordinarily convex. Secondly, this concave surface is 
smooth and polished (except that it is covered with a 
minnte network of crossed lines), not a single hair, 
even the most mimite, can be discerned in any part ; 
whereas the corresponding surface of the next joints, 
both above and below, is studded with fine hairs, as is 
the exterior of insects generally. Thirdly, the edges 
of this hollowed basin are beset with long, slender, 
acute spines, which pursue the same curve as the 
bottom and sides, expanding widely, and arching up- 
ward. 

Here, then, we have a capital collecting-basket. 
Its concavity of course fits it to contain the pollen. 
Then its freedom from hairs is important : hairs would 
be out of place in the concavity. Tiiirdly, the mar- 
ginal spines greatly increase the capacity of the vessel 
to receive the load, on the principle of the sloping 
stakes which the farmer plants along the sides of hia 
waggon when he is going to carry a load of hay or 
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But, you ast, how can the Bee manage to transfer 
tlie pollen from the combs to the basket ? Can she bend 
up the tarsus to the tibia ? or, if she can, surely she 
could only reaeh the inner, not the outer surface of the 
latter. How is this managed? 

A very shrewd question. Truth to say, the basket 
you have been looking at never received a single grain 
from the combs of the joint below it. But the Bee has 
a pair of baskets and a pair of comb-jointa. It is the 
right set of combs that fills the left basket, and mce 
versd. She can easily cross her hind-lega, and thus 
bring the tarsus of one into contact with the tibia of the 
other ; and if yon will pay a moment's more attention 
to the matter, yon will discover some farther points 
of interest in this beautiful series of contrivaneea still. 
If yon look at this living bee, you notice that, from the 
position of the joints, when the insect would bring one 
hind-foot across to the other, the under surface of the 
tarsus would naturally scrape the edge of the opposite 
tibia in a direction from the bases of the coinbs to- 
wards their tips ; and, further, that the edge of the tibia 
so scraped would bo the hind&r edge, as the leg is or- 
dinarily carried in the act of walking. 

Now, if you take another glance at the basket-joint 
in the forceps of the microscope, you will see-— what, 
perhaps, you have already noticed — that the marginal 
spines have not exactly the same curvature on the two 
opposite edges, but that those of the one edge are nearly 
straight, or at most but slightly bowed, whereas those 
of the opposite edge are strongly curved, the arc in 
many of them reaching even to a semicircle, so that their 
points, after performing the outward arch, return to a 
position perpendicularly over the medial line of the 
basket. 
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It is the outffT or hinder edge of the joint tJiOb carries 
the comparatively straight spines. Tliese receive the 
grains from tlie combs, which, then falling into the 
basket, are received into the wide concavity formed 
partly by its bottom and sides, but principally iy the 
arching spimes of the opposite edge. Their curving form 
would have been lees suitable than the straighter one 
to pass through the interstices of the combs, because it 
would be mueii more difficult to get at their points ; 
while, on the other hand, the straight lines of these 
would have been far less effective as a receiver for the 
burden, Tlie thickness of the spines is just that which 
enables them to pass freely through the interstices of 
the comb-teeth, and no more. 

On the whole, this combination of contrivances reads 
us as instructive a lesson of the wisdom of God dis- 
played in creation as any that we have had brought 
under our observation. 

The end to be attained by all this apparatus ia 
worthy of the wondrous skill displayed in its contri- 
vance ; for it is connected with the feeding of the stock, 
and whatever diminishes the labour of the individual 
bees enables a larger number to be supported. But 
valuable as is the Honey-bee to man, there are other 
important purposes to be accomplished, which are more 
or less dependent, collaterally, on this series of contri- 
vances. 

" In many instances it is only by the bees travelling 
from flower to flower that the pollen and farina is car- 
ried from the male to the female flowers, without 
which tliey could not fructify. One species of bee 
would not be sufficient to fructify all the various sorta 
of flowers, were the bees of that species ever so numer- 
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ous ; for it requires species of different sizes and differ- 
ent constructions. M, Sprengel found tliat not only 
are insects indispensable in fnietifjing different species 
of Iris, but some of them, as T. ^ipMwm, require the 
agency of the larger humble-bees, ivliieh alone are 
strong enough to force their way beneath the style-flag ; 
and hence, as tliesc insects are not so common as many 
others, tins Iris is often barren, or hears imperfect 
seeds." * 

The legs and feet of Caterpillars are constructed on 
a very different plan from tliose of perfect insects, as 
you may see in this living Silkworm, The first three 
segments of the body, reckoning from the head, are 
furnished each with a pair of short curved limbs set 
close together on the under side. Tliese represent the 
true legs of the future moth, and show, notwithstanding 
their shortness, four distinct joints, of which the last is 
a little pointed homy claw. The whole limb resembles 
a short stout liook. The two segments occur which are 
quite smootli beneath, and destitute of limbs ; and then 
on the sixth we begin to find another series, which goes 
on regularly, a pair on each segment, to the eleventh 
and final one, with the single exception of the tenth 
segment, which is again deprived of limbs. 

But these organs are of a very peculiar character. 
They have no representatives in the mature insect, but 
disappear with the larva state, and they are not con- 
sidered limbs-proper at all, but mere accessory develop- 
ments of the skin to serve a special purpose. They are 
sometimes called claspers, sometimes false-legs, but 
more commonly pro-legs. 

Each consists of a fleshy wart, which is capable to 
■ Penny Cjclop,, art. Bee, 
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some extent of being turned inside out, like the finger 
of a glove. Partly around the blunt and truncate ex- 
tremity are set two rows of minute liooka, occupying the 
side next the middle line of the caterpillar in a semi- 
circle along the margin. These hooks arch outward as 
regards the axis of the pro-leg, though the majority of 
them point towards the medial line of the body. The 
double row is somewhat interrupted at its middle point ; 
and just there, in each pro-leg, a clear vesicle or fleshy 
bladder protrudes from the sole, which may perhaps 
serve as a very delicate organ of touch, or may exude a 
viscid secretion helpful to progress on smootli bodies. 
The hooks seem adapted to catch and hold the fine 
threads of silk, which most caterpillars spin as a carpet 
for their steps. 

In some cases tlie circle of hooks is complete, as in 
this' example, which I find in one of the slides of my 
drawer, marked " Pro-log of a Caterpillar." It is some 
large species, probably a Sphinx, for the books are 
very large, of a clear orange-brown hue, and set -in a 
long oval ring — single as to their bases, but double 
as to their points — completely around the extremity 
of the foot. These books are simply cutaneous, as 
may be well seen in this prepared specimen, — doubt- 
less mounted in Canada balsam ; — for their origins aro 
mere blunt points, set most superficially in the thin skin 
without any enlargement or apparent bulb. 
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CIIAPTEE YHI. 

INSECTS : STINGS AMD OVIP08ITOES. 

PfiOBAiLY at BOme period of jour life you have been 
stung by a bee or wasp. I shall take it for granted, 
tliat yon have, and that having tested the potency of 
these warlilie insects' weapons with one sense, you Lave 
a curiosity to examine tliem with another. T!ie micro- 
scope shall aid your vision to investigate the morbific 
implement. 

This is the sting of tlie Honey-bee, which I have 
but this moment extracted. It consists of a dark brown 
liorny sheath, bulbous at the base, but suddenly dimin- 
ishing, and then tapering to a fine point. This shcatli 
is split entirely along the inferior edge, and by pressure 
with a needle I have been enabled to project the two 
lancets, which commonly lie within the sheath. These 
are two slender filaments of the like brown horny sub- 
stance, of whicli the centre is tubular, and carries a 
fluid, in which bubbles ai-e visible. The extremity of 
each displays a beautiful mechanism, for it is thinned 
away into two tliin biade-edges, of which one remains 
keen and knife-hke, while the opposite edge is cut into 
several sawteeth pointing backwards. 

The lancets do not appear to be imited with the 
sheath in any part, but simply to lie in its groove ; their 
basal portions pass out into tlie body behind the sheath, 
where you see a number of muscle-bands crowded 
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around them : these, acting in various directions, and* 
being inserted into the lancets at various points, exercise 
a complete control over their movements, projecting or 
retracting them at their will. !But each lancet has a 
singular projection from its hack, ■which appears to act 
in some way as a guide to its motion, probably prevent- 
ing it from slipping aside when dai-ted forth, for tiie 
bulhons part of the sheath, in which these projections 
work, seems formed expressly to receive tliem. 

Tims we see an apparatus beautifully contrived to 
enter the flesh of an enemy : the two spears finely point- 
ed, sharp-edged, and saw-toothed, adapted for piercing, 
cutting, and tearing; the reversed direction of the teeth 
gives tlie weapon a hold in the flesh, and prevents it 
from being readily drawn out. Here is an elaborate 
store of power for the jactation of the javelins, in the 
numerous muscle-bands ; here is a provision made for 
the precision of the impulse ; and iinally, here is a pol- 
ished sheath for the reception of the weapons and their 
preservation -when not in actual use. All this is per- 
fect ; but something still was wanting to render the 
weapons effective, and that something your experience 
has proved to be supplied. 

The mere intromission of these points, incomparably 
finer and sharper than the finest needle that was ever 
polished in a Sheffield workshop, would produce no re- 
sult appreciable to our feelings ; and most surely would 
not be followed by the distressing agony attendant on 
the sting of a bee. We must look for something moro 
than we have seen. 

"We need not be long in finding it. For here, at the 
base of tiie sheath, into which it enters by a narrow 
neck, lies a transparent pear-shaped bag, its surface 
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covered all oygi; l>nt eepecially towards tlie nect, with 
small glands set Iransversely. It is rounded beliind, 
where it is entered by a 
vciylongand slender mom- 
branoua tube, which, after 
many turns and windings, 
gradually thickening and 
becoming more evidently 
glandular, terminates in a 
blind end. 

This is the apparatus for 
preparing and ejecting a 
powerful poison. The glan- 
dular end of the slender 
tube is the secreting organ : 
here the venom is pre- 
p u-ed ; the remainder of 
the tube IS a duct for con- 
ve} ing it to the bag, a re- 
sell on m which it is stored 
ioi tlie moment of use. !By 
means of tlie neck it is 
thrown into the groove at 
the moment the sting is 
piojeeted, the same mus- 
cles, piobably, tliat dart 
forward tlie weapon com- 
pi essing the poison-bag and 
causing it to pour forth its 
contents into the groove, 
a. rip()fimii;qt,mgrccniQT^ii, whencc it passes on be- 
tween the two speai-s into the wound wliich they have 
made. 
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A modification of this apparatus is found tlirough- 
out a very extensive order of insects, — tlic Jiymenop- 
tera, but in tlie majority of cases it is not connected 
witli purposes of warfare. Wlierever it occurs it is al- 
ways confined to the female sex, or (as in the case of 
some social insects) to the neuters, ■which ave undevel- 
oped females. When it is not accompanied by a poison- 
reservoir it is ancillary to the deposition of the eggs, 
and is hence called an ovipositor, though in many cases 
it performs a part much more extensive than the mere 
placing of tlie ova. 

In the large tnhe of Cnckoo-flics (IchncumonidcB), 
which spend their egg and larva states in the living 
bodies of other insects, this ovipositor is often of great 
length ; even many times longer than the rest of their 
bodies ; for the larvas whicli have to he pierced by it 
require to be reached at the bottom of deep holes and 
other recesses in which the providence of the parent 
had placed them for security. The structure of the or- 
gan may be seen in this little species, not more than 
one-sixth of an inch in entire length, of which tlie ovi- 
positor projects about a line. Under the microscope 
you see that tiiis projection consists of two black fleshy 
filaments, rounded without and flattened on their inner 
faces, which are placed together, — and of the true im- 
plement for boring, in the form of a perfectly straight 
awl, of a clear amber hue, very slender and brought to 
an abrupt oblique point, where there are a few exceed- 
ingly fine reverted teeth. It is probably double, though 
it refuses to open under tho pressure which I bring to 
bear upon it. At the base are seen within the semi- 
pellucid abdomen the slender horns, on which the mus- 
cles act in projecting the borer. 
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You are dotibtleas aware that tlie little berries which 
look like bundles of green currants often seen growing 
on the oak, are not the proper fruit of tlio ti'ce, but dis- 
eased developments produced by a tiny insect, for the 
protection and support of her young. But perhaps you 
have never paid any special attention to the living atom 
whose workmanship tlicy are, and are not familiar with 
the singular mechanism by which she works. I have 
not Lad an opportunity of seeing it myself, and there- 
fore cannot show it to you ; but as Gall-flies are by no 
means rare, and you may easily rear a brood of flics 
from the galls, you may have a chance of meeting with 
it. I wili therefore quote to you what Hennie says 
about it. 

" There can he no doubt, tiiat the mother gall-fly 
makes a hole in the plant for the pm-pose of depositing 
her eggs. She is furnished with an admirable oviposi- 
tor for that express purpose, and Swammerdam actually 
saw a gall-fly thus depositing her eggs, and we have 
recently witnessed the same in several instanccE. In 




some of these insects the ovipositor is conspicuously 
long, even when the insect is at rest ; bnt in othere, not 
above a line or two of it is visible, till the belly of the 
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insect be gently pressed. When this is done to the fly 
tlmt produces the cnrrant-gall of the oak, the ovipositor 
may be seen issuing from a sheath in form of a small 
curved iioedlo, of a chesnut-hrown colonr, and of a 
horny substance, and three times as long as it at iiret 
appeared, 

" Wliat is most remarkable in this ovipositor is, 
that it is much longer than the whole body of the in- 
sect, in whose belly it is lodged in a sheath, and, from 
its homy natm'e, it cannot be either ehortened or length- 
ened. It is on this acconnt that it is bent into the same 
curve as the body of the insect. The mechanism by 
which this is effected is similar to that of the tongue of 
the woodpeckers {Pioidw), which, though rather short, 
can be darted out far beyond the beak by means 
of a forked bone at the root of the tongue, which is thin 
and rolled up like the spring of a watch. The base 
of the ovipositor of tlie gall-fly is, in a similar way, 
placed near the anus, runs along the curvature of the 
back, makes a turn at the breast, and thdh, following 
tlie curve of the belly, appears again near where it 
ori^nates. 

" With this instrument the mother gall-fly pierces 
the part of a plant which she selects, and, according to 
our older naturalists, ' ejects into the cavity a drop of 
her corroding liquor, and immediately lays an egg or 
more there ; the circulation of the sap being thus inter- 
rupted, and thrown, by the poison, into a fermentation 
that bums the contiguous parts and changes the na- 
tural colour. The sap, turned from its proper channel, 
extravasates and flows round the eggs, wliilo its surface 
is dried by the external air, and hardens into a vaulted 
form,' Kirby and Spenee tell us, that the pai'cnt-fly 
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introduces lier egg ' into a puncture made by bcr cu- 
rious spiral sting, and in a few hours it tecomea snr- 
rounded with a fleshy chamber. M. Tirey saye, tlic 
gall-tubercle is produced by invitation, in the Eame way 
as an inflamed tumour in an animal body, by the swell- 
jug of the cellular tissue, and the flow of lic[uid matter, 
which changes tiie organization, and alters tlie natural 
external form." * 

Perhaps a still more charming example of animal 
mechanics is that fui-nished to us by the Saw-flies {Teu- 
thredmtdm). These are very common four-winged 
insects of rather small size, many species of which are 
found in gardens and along hedges, in summer, pro- 
duced from gmhs which are often mistaken for true 
caterpillars, as they strip our gooseberry and rose 
hushes of their leavra ; but may be distinguished from 
them by the number of their pro-legs, and hy their sin- 
gular postures ; for they possess from eight to four- 
teen pairs of the former organs, and have the habit 
of coiling up the hinder part of their body in a spiral 
ring, while they hang on to the leaf hy their six true 
feet. 

These saw-fly caterpillars are produced from eggs 
which are deposited in grooves, made by the parent-fiy 
in the bark of the tree or shrub whose future leaves 
are destined to constitute their food ; and it is for the 
construction of these grooves and the deposition of tho 
eggs in them, that the curious mechanism is contrived 
which I am now bringing under your notice. 

Almost all our acquaintance with this instrument 
and the manner of its employment, we owe to the em- 
inent French naturalist K^aumur, and to Ids Italian 
* Ins. Arcl). (•11. 
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contemporary Valisnieri. Tlieir details I shall first cite, 
as they have been put into an English dress by Eennie, 
and then eliow you a specimen dissected out by myself, 
and point out some agreements and some discrepancies 
between it and them. 

" In order to see the ovipositor, a female saw-fly 
must be taken, and her belly gently pressed, when a 
narrow slit will be observed to open at some distance 
from the anus, and a short, pointed, and somewhat 
curved body, of a brown colour and horny substance, 
^will be protruded. The curved plates which form the 
aides of the slit, are the termination of the sheath, in 
which the instrument lies concealed till it is wanted by 
the insect. 

" The instrument thus brought into view, is a very 
finely contrived saw, made of horn, and adapted for 
penetrating branches and other parts of plants where 
the eggs are to bo deposited. The ovipositor-saw of 
the insect is much more complicated than any of those 
employed by our carpenters. The teeth of our saws 
are formed in a line, but in such a manner as to cut in 
two lines parallel to and at a small distance from each 
other. This is effected by slightly bending tlie points 
of the alternate teeth right and left, so that one half of 
the whole teeth stand a little to the right, and the other 
half a little to the left. The distance of the two parallel 
lines thus formed is called the course of the saw, and it 
is only tho portion of wood which lies in the course 
that is cut into sawdust by the action of the - instru- 
ment. It will follow, that in proportion to the thin- 
ness of a saw there will bo the less destruction of wood 
which may be sawed. When cabinet-mahers have to 
divide valuable wood into very tliin leaves, they ae- 



;., Google 



150 BVEjyiNCa AT 'rUE MICE03COPE. 

cordlngly employ saws witli a narrow course ; while 
sawyers who cut planks, use one with a hroad course. 
The ovipositor-saw being extremely fine, does not re- 
quire the teeth to diverge much, but from the mannei 
from which they operate, it is recLuisite that they should 
not stand lite those of our saws in a straight line. Tiie 
greater portion of the edge of the instrument, on the 
contrary, is towards the point somewhat concave, sim- 
ilar to a scythe, while towards the base it becomes a 
little convex, the whole edge being nearly the shape of 
an italic y^. 

" The ovipositor-saw of the fly is put in motion in 
the same way as a carpenter's hand-saw, supposing the 
tendons attached to its base to form the handle, and the 
muscles which put it in motion to be tlie hand of the 
carpenter. But the carpenter can only work one saw 
at a time, whereas each of these flies is furnished with 
two, equal and similar, which it works at the same 
time — one being advanced and the other retracted al- 
ternately. The secret, indeed, of working more saws 
than one at once is not unknown to our mechanics ; for 
two or three arc sometimes fixed in the same frame. 
These, however, not only all move upwards and down- 
wards simultaneously, but cut the wood in different 
plaoes ; while the two saws of the ovipositor work in 
the same cut, and, consequently, though the teeth are 
extremely fin(^ the effect is similar to [that of] a saw 
with a wide set. 

" It is important, seeing that the ovipositor-saws 
are so fine, that they bo not bent or separated while 
iu operation — and this, also, nature has provided for 
by lodging the backs of the saws in a groove, formed 
by two membranous plates, similar to the structure of 
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a claep-knife. These plates aro thickest at the base, 
becoming gi-adually thinner as they approach the 
point which the form of the saws requires. According 
to Talianieri, it is not the only use of this apparatus 
to form a back for tlie saws, he having discovered be- 
tween the component membranes two canals, which he 
supposes are employed to conduct the eggs of the in- 
sect into the grooves which she has hollowed out for 
them. 

"The teeth of a carpenter's saw, it may be re- 
marked, are simple, whereas the teeth of the ovipositor- 
saw are themselves denticulated with fine teeth. The 
latter, also, combines at the same time the properties 
of a saw and of a rasp or file. So far as we are aware, 
these two properties have never been combined in any 
of the tools of our carpenters. The rasping part of 
the ovipositor, liowevcr, is not constructed like our 
rasps, "with short teeth tliickly studded together, but 
has teeth almost as long as those of the saw, and 
placed contiguous to them on the back of the instru- 
ment, resembling in tlieir fonn and setting the teeth of 
a comb." * 

l^ow look at this object which I have just extracted 
from the abdomen of a rather large female Saw-fly, of 
a bright green hue, spotted with black. The first por- 
tion of the apparatus that protruded on pressure, was 
this pair of saws of an /-like figure. These agree in 
general with those described ; here is, in each, the 
doubly-curved blade, the strengthened back, the rasp- 
like jagging of the lateral surfaces, the teeth along the 
edge, and the secondary toothlets of the latter. All 
these essential elements we see, but flicrc is much dis- 

" Insect Arcliiteeture, 153. 
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crepancy in the detail, and many points not noticed ;— 
in part, doubtless, owing to its being aiiotlicr species 
which was under obsei'vation, and partly to the infe- 
riority of the microscopes employed a hundred and fifty 
years ago, to those we are using. 

In the first place the curve of the/ is different, the 
convexity of the edge being towards the point and the 
concavity nearest the base. Then the strengthening 
does not appear to me a groove in which the saw plays, 
but a tltickening of the substance of the back. Each 
main tooth of the saw in this case is tlie central point 
in the edge of square plate, which appeal's to be slightly 
concave on its two eurfaees, being thickened at its two 
sides, at each of which, where it is united to the follow- 
ing plate, it rises and forms with it a prominent ridge 
running transverse to the course of the saw. Each of 
these ridges then forms a second tooth, as stout as the 
main edge-tooth, which, with the rest of the same series, 
forms a row of teeth on the oblique side of the saw, in 
a very peculiar manner, difficiilt to express by words. 
It is singular that this side of the saw should be studded 
with minute hairs, since these would seem to interfere 
with the action of the saw, or at least be Hable to be 
themselves rubbed down and destroyed in its action. 
But their existence is indubitable ; there they are, 
pointing at a very acute angle towards the top of the 
saw. The back edge of the implement bristles with 
many close-set hairs or spines, forming a sort of brush, 
but pointing in the opposite direction. 

Each main tooth of the edge-series is cut into one or 
two minute toothlets on its posterior side (next the base 
of the saw) and about half-a-dozen on its opposite side 
(next the tip). The texture is clear and colourleBS 
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wlicro thia ; but in the thickened parts, as the main 
teeth, the transverse ridges, and the hack, it is a clear 
amber-yellow ; the strengthening back-piece deepening 
to a rich translucent brown. 

Tliere is, however, in this species of mine a second 
sot of implements of which the French naturalist, ob- 




servant as he was, talces not tlic slightest notice ; and 
his Enghsh commentator appears to have as little sus- 
pected its presence. This pair of saws that we Lave 
been looking at is hut the sheath of a still finer pair of 
lancets or saws, which yon may see here. These are 
much slenderer than the former, and arc peculiar in 
their construction. Tlieir extreme tip only hears saw- 
teeth, and these are directed backwards, but one side 
of the entire length presents a succession of cutting 
edges, as if a number of short pieces of knife-blades had 
been cemented on a rod, in such a manner as that the 
cutting edges should be directed backwards, and over- 
lap each other. Tlie other lateral surface is plain, and 
both are convex in their general aspect. The appear- 
ance of these implements is very beautifnl ; for the 
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texture is of a clear pale amber, laiit tlie strncturc is 
strengthened by a band' wliieh runs along each edge, 
and by ti'ansverae bands crossing at regular intervals, 
of a denser tissue ; and these arc of a rich golden trans- 
lucent brown. 

From tlic eonstraction of tliia implement I sbould 
infer that its force is exerted in pulling and not in push- 
ing ; the direction of the teeth and of the eutting plates 



shows this. The Bhaq> horny point is probably thrust 
a little way into the solid wood or bark, and then a 
backward pull brings the teeth and cutting plates to 
act upon the material, and bo successively. And prob- 
ably these points are the first parts of the whole ap- 
paratus that come into operation ; tlio blunter saw of 
the sheath serving mainly to -widen and deepen the 
course, after the finer points have pioneered the way. 

You may like to hear what K^aumur has to say 
about tlie manner in which tlic fly works, especially as 
I have nothing of my own on the subject, which yet is 
a most interesting one : — 

" When a female Saw-fly has selected the branch of 
a rose-tree, or any other, in which to deposit her eggs, 
she may be seen bending the end of her belly inwards, 
in form of a crescent, and protruding her saw, at the 
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same time, to penetrate tlie bark or wood. She main- 
tains this recurved position so long as slio works in 
deepemiig the groove ; but wken she lias attained the 
deptlx required, she unbenda her body into a straight 
line, and in this position works upon the place length- 
ways, by applying the saw more horizontally. When 
she has rendered the gi'oove as large as she wishes, the 
motion of the tendon ceases, and an egg is placed in 
the cavity. The saw is then withdrawn into the sheath 
for abont two-thirds of its length, and at the same mo- 
ment, a sort of frothy liquid, similar to a lather made 
with soap, is dropped over the e^, either for the pur- 
pose of gluing it in its place, or sheathing it from the 
action of the juices of the tree. She proceeds in the 
same manner in sawing out a second groove, and so on 
in succession, till she has deposited all her eggs, some- 
times to the number of twenty-four. The grooves are 
usually placed in a line, at a small distance from one 
another, on the same branch ; but sometimes the 
mother-fly shifts to another, or to a different part of the 
branch, when she is either scared or finds it unsuitable. 
She commonly, also, takes more than one day to the 
work, notwithstanding the superiority of her tools. 
Heaumur has seen a Saw-fly make six grooves in suc- 
cession, which occupied her about ten hours and a- 
half. 

" The grooves, when finished, have externally little 
elevation above the level of the bark, appearing like 
the puncture of a lancet in the human skin ; but in the 
course of a day or two the part becomes first brown 
and then black, while it also becomes more and more 
elevated. This increased elevation is not owing to the 
growth of the bark, the fibres of which, indeed, havo 
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been desti-oyed by the ovipositor-saw, but to tlie actual 
growth of the egg ; for, when a new-laid egg of the 
Saw-fly is compared with one which has been several 
days inclosed in the groove, the latter will be found to 
be very considerably larger. This gi-owth of the egg is 
contrary to the analogy observable in the eggs of birds, 
and even of most other insects ; but it has its advan- 
tages. As it continues to increase, it raises the bark 
more and more, and consequently widens, at the same 
time, the slit at the entrance ; so that, when the grub is 
hatched, it finds a passage ready for its exit. The 
inotlier-fly seems to be aware of this growth of her eggs, 
for she takes care to deposit them at such distances as 
may prevent their disturbing one another by their 
development." * 

Tile merry little jumping insects called Frog-hop- 
pers {TeUigonid), one of which in its larva state emits 
the little mass of froth so common on shrubs, and called 
cuckoo-spit, are furnished with a set of tools for their 
own private carpentry, which, though less elaborate 
than those of the saw-flics, arc worthy of a moment's 
glance. If we catch one of these vaulters and gently 
press the abdomen, we sliall see proceeding from its 
hinder and lower part, a thickish piece, large com- 
pared with the size of tJie insect, which it is then 
easy to extract with a pair of fine pointed pliers. 1 
have Just done this, and here is the result on a slip of 
glass. 

First there is a pair of brown protecting pieces, ob- 
long in form, and studded with hairs like the rest of 
the, exterior of the body. From between them projects 
what resembles a lancet, of the usual translucent amber- 
* Insect Architecture, IBE, 
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coloured horn, appropriated to these mstramenta (which 
is to them what steel is to us) ; and which we shall 
presently discover to he composed of two hlades exactly 
alike, convex witliout and concave within, applied face 
to face. One edge of this pair of implements is quite 
smooth, but the other is cut into the most beautifully 
regular and most minute teeth. 

This, however, is hut the sheatli. Within the two 
spoon-shaped faces there lie two other lancets, blade to 
blade, still finer and more delicate. Both edges of these 
blades are of the most perfect keenness, without a flaw ; 
but their sides appear roughened with rows of very 
minute horny knobs, lie a rasp. 

I shall illustrate this demonstration by another ex- 
tract from K^aiimur, premising, however, th^t his ob- 
servations refer to the large species of true Cicadm from 
warmer latitudes, whose machinery seems to difl'er 
from that of our little friends in some particulars. 
For example, the two inner lancets seem to be united 
in one, in' Keaumur's species, or else, which I tliink 
more probable, he did not succeed in separating 
them. 

He describes the two curved spoon-shaped pieces, 
as finely indented on both sides with teeth ; which are 
strong, nine in number, arranged with great symmetry, 
increasing in fineness towards the point. " This instru- 
ment lie describes as composed of three pieces, the two 
exterior, which he calls theses, and another pointed, 
■which he compares to a lancet, which is not toothed, 
" The files are capable of being moved forward and 
backward, while the centre one remains stationary ; 
and as this motion is effected by pressing a pin or the 
blade of a knife over the muscles on cither side at tho 
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origin of tlie ovipositor, it may "be presumed that those 
muscles are destined for producing similar movements 
when tho insect requires them. By means of a finely- 
pointed pin carefully introduced between the pieces, 
and pushed very gently downwards, they may be, 
with no great diffleulty, separated in their whole ex- 
tent. 

" Tlie contrivances by which those three pieces are 
held united, while at tho same time the two files can be 
easily put in motion, are similar to some of our own 
mechanical inventions, with this difl'erence, that no hu- 
man workman could construct an instrument of this 
description so email, fine, exquisitely polished, and fit- 
ting so exactly. Wq should have been apt to form the 
grooves ia the central piece, whereas they are scooped 
out in the handles of the files, and play upon two pro- 
jecting ridges in the central piece, by which means this 
is rendered stronger. M. Eeaumur discovered that the 
best manner of showing the play of this extraordinary 
instrument is to cut it off with a pair of scissors near its 
origin, and then, taking it between the thumb and the 
finger at the point of section, work it gently to put the 
files in-motion. 

" Beside the muscles necessary for the movement of 
tlie files, the handle of each is terminated by a curve 
of the same hard homy substance as itself, which not 
only fumislies the muscles with a sort of lever, but 
serves to press, as with a spring, the two files close to 
the central piece." * 

The use of these instruments is the same as I have 
already alluded to in the case of the saw-flies. The 
female Tree-liopper deposits her eggs in holes which she 

* Insect Architecture, 14B. 
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bores in dead twigs by means of tliese files and lancets. 
The branches chosen are said to be recognisable by 
being studded with little oblong elevations, caused by 
the partial raising of a splinter of wood at the orifice 
of the hole, to which it serves as a cover. These are 
arranged in a single fine, the holes which they protect 
being only half-an-inch in length, and reaching to 
the pith, whoso course they then follow. IsTot more 
than six or eight eggs are laid in each hole, but an 
idea of the labours of the industrious and provident 
mother will be formed from the fact that each lays 
six or seven hundred eggs in the course of the sum- 
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CHAPTER IX. 

INSECTS : TIIEIR MOL"niS, 

The parts of the mouth in different insects afford an 
almost endless store of deliglitful observations ; and the 
more as, with all their variety, they are found to he in 
every case composed of the same essential elements. 
You would not tliink so, indeed ; you would naturally 
suppose— looting at the biting jaws of a Beetle, the 
piercing proboscis of a Bug, the long elegantly-coiled 
sucker of a Butterfly, the liebing tongue of a Bee, the 
cutting lancets of a Horse-fly, and the stinging tube of 
a Gnat — ^that each of these organs was composed on a 
plan of its own, and that no common structure could 
exist in instruments BO diverse. But it is so, as we 
shall see. 

We may consider the various organs of the mouth 
as most harmoniously and perfectly developed in the 
active carnivorous Beetles, the CciTabidm^ or ground- 
beetles, for instance. Let us examine the head of 
this black SeariUs, from the garden ; and first from 
above. 

In front of the polished head-shield, and jointed to it 
by a broad transverse straight edge, is a four-sided 
piece, forming an oblong square, nearly twice as broad 
as long, a little convex, and marked with six little p-ts 
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or sinkings of the sniface, along its front edge. This is 
tlie upper lip ; tut, instead of being fleshy, as ours is, 
it is composed of a hard polished black shelly substance, 
of a peculiar nature, called chitine, the same substance 
as the hard parts of all Insects and Crustacea are 
made of. 

Prom beneath the sides of this there project on each 
side two broad hooked pieces, which, as you see, I can 
with a needle force out laterally, so as to show their 
form better, for they hinge upon the sides of the face, 
beneath the heads-hield. Each forms the half of a cres- 
cent, the curved points of which are turned towards 
each other, and can wort upon each other, the points 
crossing, like shears. These arc the proper biting jaws, 
or mandibles, and in many of the larger beetles they 
have great power of holding and crushing. Some- 
times, their inner side is cut into strong teeth, but here 
this side forms a blunt cutting edge ; the upper surface, 
however, is scored with ridges and fuiTows, like a file, 
and this structure is best seen in the left jaw, which, 
when the pair close, crosses over the right. This is an 
action of tlie jaws the reverse of ours, but it is char- 
acteristic of all tlie articulate classes of animals, in 
which the jaws, whenever present, always work hori- 
zontally, from right to left, and not vertically, up and 
down. 

I will now, by making the forceps revolve, bring 
the under side of the head into view ; for without sep- 
arating the parts by dissection (which, however, is by 
no means difficult,) it is impossible to see them all from 
one point of view. The part nearest our eye now is 
the chin, a wide horny piece, like tlie upper lip, jointed 
to the head by its straight hind edge, but, unlike it, 
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having its front edge hollowed out with two deep 
notches, the central piece between tliem itself notched 
at its tip. Immediately above this notched eenti'al 
tooth (I speali of tlie relative position of the parts, sup- 
posing the insect to be crawling on the ground, without 
reference to tlie way in ■which we turn it about on the 
microscope), and united with it, there is a sort of solid 
sq^uare pedestal, on which stand a pair of jointed or- 
gans, and between them an oblong homy plate roimded 




at the tip, where it bears two bnstles. Tliis latter is the 
tongue ; while the jointed organs on each side are 
called heiersy—pcdpi • though this is a begging of the 
qiiestion, for wo do not really know tlie fimction of 
these organs. Hie chin, the tongue {ligida), and theso 
palpi, constitute together the under lip. 



..Google 



INSECTS : THEIR MOUTHS. 163 

Between the tongue and die biting jaws, or man- 
dibles, we see a pair of organs similar to these latter, 
but smaller, less solid and more curved. Tliese are the 
under or secondary jaws, maxiU(s, tho use of which is 
to hold the food, while the biting jaws work on it, and 
to convey it when masticated to the back of the mouth. 
Their whole inner edge is set with short stiff bristles, 
which towarda the tips of the jaws become spines. 
Near the base of these jaws, on the outer edge, are 
jointed two pairs more of palpi, one pair to each jaw ; 
of which the exterior is much stouter and longer than 
the interior. Thus this beetle has three paii^ of these 
many-jointed organs, tlie labial, and the two pairs of 
^naxillary palpi, 

!Now, in this form of mouth, which lias been called 
a perfect or complete mouth — that is, one in which 
all the constituent parts can be well made out, we 
find the following organs : — 1. the upper lip {lah'wm) ; 
2. the mandibles y 3. the mwxiUas y with a. the inasy 
iUary ^alpi,' i- the lower lip {laU-um), comprising 
y9. the tongue, x. the labial palpi, S. the chin {men- 
turn). 

I now exhibit to you tlic head of the Iloney-bee. 
The front is occupied by an upper iip, and a pair of 
biting jaws {mandihles), which do not greatly differ 
from the same parts in a beetle. Tlic jaws, however, 
arc more hatehet-shapcd, or rather like the hoof of a 
horse, supposing the soles to be the opposing surfaces, 
The other organs are greatly modified, so that you 
would scarcely recognise them. The under jaws {moic- 
■iUcB) are greatly lengthened, and the two, when placed 
in contact, form a kind of imperfect tube, or sheath. 
Within these is the lower lip, divided into its constit- 
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iient parts : — the tliick opaque chin, at its basal end ; 
then the two labial jjalpi, eaeh consisting of four joints, 
of which the two terminal ones are mimite, wliile the 
two basal are large and greatly lengthened so as to 
resemble in appearance the vwxillw, whose function 
they imitate also; for the pair of palpi when closed 




form an inner sheath for tlie tongue (Jigula). Finally 
yon see this organ, wliich is tlie most curionsly devel- 
oped and modified of all ; for it is drawn out to a long 
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Blender cylindrioal tube, formed of a multitude of close- 
set rings, and covered with fine hairs. Some deny it to 
be tnbular, and maintain that it is solid ; but certainly 
it appears to me to have a distinct cavity tlirougboot, 
with thickish walls. 

Under a high power the structure of the investing 
liairs is very interesting ; for they are scon to be flat 
filaments of the yellow chitine, very much dilated at 
their bases, and set side by side in regular whorls, the 
bottom edges of which form the rings of which the 
tongue is composed. The tip is probably a sensitive 
organ of taste, for it terminates in a minute globose 
pulpy body, whose surface is beset with tiny curved 
points. Thus I have pointed out to you all the parts 
which enter into the mouth of the beetle, except tlie 
maxiUary pal^; and those, very small indeed, but 
quite distinct, you may see, on the outer edge of the 
7naseUl(e, just below the point where their outline begins 
to swell into its graceful curve. 

The cylindrical tongue is capable of considerable 
extension and conti'aetion at the will of the animal, 
being soraetimes pushed far out of the mouth, and at 
others quite concealed within its sheath. " Tlie man- 
ner," observes Mr. Newport, " in which the honey is 
obtained, when the organ is plunged into it at the bot- 
tom, of a flower, is by lapping, or a constant succession 
of short and quick extensions and contractions of the 
organ, which occasion the fluid to accumulate upon it, 
and to ascend along its "upper surface, until it reaches 
the orifice of the tube formed by the approximation of 
the maxillm above, and of the labial palpi, and this 
part of the ligida below." 

Well might Swammcrdam, when describing this 
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exquisite structure, Immibly exclaim,—" I cannot refrain 
from confessing, to the glory of tlie Immense and In- 
comprehensible Architect, that I have hnt imperfectly 
described and represented this small organ ; for, to re- 
present it to the life in its full perfection, as truly most 
perfect it is, far exceeds the utmost efforts of hnman 
knowledge." 

Ilere you may see the implement with which the 
Bug performs its much-dreaded operation of blood- 
sucking ; for though this is not the head of the Bed- 
bug, but of one of the winged species that are found so 
abundantly on plants, and which I have just obtained 
by beating the hedge at the bottom of my garden, — ^yct 
the structure of tlie mouth is so exactly alike in all the 
members of this immense family, that one example wUl 
serve for all others. 

From the front of tlie head, which, owing to the 
manner in which this part is carried, ia the lower part, 
proceeds a fine thread, about four times as long as the 
head itself, which passes along between the foro legs, 
close to the body, beneath the breast. It is, however, 
at the pleasure of the animal, capable of being brought 
np so as to point directly forward, and even projected 
in front of the head, and in the same plane as the body ; 
a fact which once came under my own observation. I 
found a Plant-bug {Pentatoma) which had .plunged this 
thread-like sucker of his into the body of a caterpillar, 
and was walking about with his prey, as if it were of 
no weight at all ; carrying it at the end of his sucker, 
which was held straight out from the head and a little 
elevated. He fiercely refused to allow the poor victim 
to bo taken away, being doubtless engaged in sucking 
its vital juices ; just as the Bed-abomination vietim- 
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jses the unfortunates who have to sleep at some village 
inn. 

"Well, we put this head with its sucker hctween the 
plates of the eompressorium, upon the microscope-stage. 
The thread is an organ composed of four lengthened 
slender joints, beset with scattered bristles, and termin- 
ating in a point on which are placed a number of ex- 
cessively minute radiating warts, — probably the seat of 
some sensation, — ^perhaps taste. This jointed organ is 
the nnderdip ; it is slit all down one surface, so ^at it 
forms an imperfect tube, or furrow, within which lies 
the real weapon, a wire of far greater tenuity, which by 
pressure I can force out of its eheath. It is so slender 
that its average diameter is not more than y^'^jth of 
an inch, and it ends in the naost acute point ; yet this 
is not a single body, hut consists of four distinct wires, 
lying within one another, and representing the maxillae 
and the mandibles. These can be separated by the in- 
sect, and will sometimes open when under examination ; 
but no instrument that I can apply to them is suffi- 
ciently delicate to effect their separation at my pleas- 
ure. Just at the very tip, however, under this high 
power, wo can see, by the semi-transparency of the 
amber-coloured chitine of.which the organ is composed, 
that there is another tip a little shorter, and as it were 
contained within the other. This inner point is cut 
along its edges into saw-teeth pointing baetward. 
Such exquisite mechanism is bestowed upon the struc- 
ture, and such elaborate contrivance is displayed for the 
comfort of an obscure and obscene insect, by Him who 
has not disdained to-exereise his skill and wisdom in its 
creation ! 

You know the stout flies which are denominated 
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Horse-flies or Whame-fiies {Tdbanui), -wbicli are so 
numerous in the latter part of summer flying around 
horses, and men too, if wc intrude upon their domains. 
They ai'e continually ahghting on the objects of their 
attentions, and though driven away, returning with 
annoying pertinacity to the attack. You may always 
e them hy the brilliant metaUie hues — reds, yel- 
and greens,— with which their large eyes are 
painted, often in stripes or bands. Tliese are voraeiouB 
blood-suckers ; and, as might be supposed from their 
propensities, they are well furnished with lancets for 
their surgerj'. Here you may see their case of iiistra- 
ments, which are so effective, that K^anmur tells us, 
that having compelled one to disgorge the blood it had 
swallowed, the quantity appeared to him greater than 
the whole body of the insect could have been supposed 
capable of containing. 

All the parts here are formed of tlie common amber- 
coloured chitinc, brilliantly clear and translucent. The 
upper lip forms a sort of straight sheath, in which all 
the other parts are lodged when not in use. Tlie inan- 
d'ihles are naiTow lancets ; of which one edge near the 
tip is beset with reverted saw-teeth, and the opposite 
edge with excessively sharp points standing out at right 
angles, while the surface is roughened with lozenge- 
ehaped knobs set in regular rows. Below these are the 
maxillai, which are the principal cutting instruments ; 
these are shaped like a carving-knife with a broad 
blade, strengthened at the basal part of the back by a 
thick ridge, but brought to a double edge near the tip. 
The back-edge is perfectly fine and smooth, so that the 
highest powers of the microscope can only just define 
its outline ; while the other edge is notched into teeth 
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80 delicate, tljat twelve of them are cut in the lengtli of 
a ten-thonsandth part of an incli ; and yet they are 
quite regular and symmetrical in length, height and 
form ! I know of no structure of the kind which equals 
this. These teeth are continued throughout the inner 
edge of the blade from the tip to the base, and arc 
about eight hundred in number ; though the length of 
the entire blade is only such that upwards of a hundred 
and fifty of them, if laid end to end, would not reach to 
the extent of an inch ! 

Tlio office of these wonderful instruments is doubt- 
less to cut and enlarge the wound within, and thus pro- 
mote tiie flow of blood. The whole apparatus is 
plunged into the flesh of the victim — ^hoi'se or man ; 
then the maxiUw expand, cutting as they go, and doubt- 
less working to and fro as well as laterally, so as to saw 
the minuter blood-vessels. At the same time the ^nan- 
diUes, with their saw-teetli on one side, and pricking 
points on the otlier, ■work in like manner, but seem to 
have a wider range. Finally, there is an exceedingly 
delicate piece beneath all, which seems to represent the 
laHum or under lip. 

In the active and cunning little Flea, that makes 
his attacks upon us beneath the shelter of the blankets 
and under cover of night, the piercing and cutting 
blades are veiy mimite, and have a peculiar armature. 
They remind me (only in miniature of course) of those 
formidable flat weapons which we often see in mu- 
seums, the rostrums of the huge Saw-fishes [Pristis) ; a 
great plate of bone covered with grey skin, and set 
along each side with a row of sen-ied tcctii. Here tho 
blades are similar in form, being long straight naiTOW 
laminte of transparent chitine, set along each edge with 
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a doutle row of glassy points, wliieh project from the 
surface, and are then hooked "backwards. Tliese are the 
Tnandihles, and they closely fold together, inclosing an- 
other narrower blade, the upper lip, which lias its t\vo 
edges studded with similar points, but in a single 
row. 

Li general, as we have seen, the maxilkB are the 
specially armed weapons, the mandibles acting a second- 
ary part, often serving as mere sheatlis^n those insects 
which pierce other animals with the mouth. But in 
this case the mandibles are the favoured parts, the maa>- 
iU<s being developed into broad leaf-shaped convex 
sheaths, inclosing the •mandiblea. 

There are, however, two cutting blades besides, — 
the labial ^alpi, which have their upper edge thick, 
divided into four distinct joints, and set with bristles, — 
thus retaining the proper palpine character, -while their 
under edge is tliinned away to a fine keen blade, in 
which there is no sign of jointing. Then there are the 
mateillary palpi, of which the joints are furnished at 
their tips with tiny projecting warts," doubtless the seats 
of a delicate perception, and hollowed into a double 
series of chambers, which arc filled with a dark-coloured 
fluid. 

All this is very interesting to behold, and is calcu- 
lated to exalt our ideas of the wonderful and iiiexhaost- 
jble resources of Omnipotence, as well as to humble us, 
when we reflect on how little we certainly understand 
even of what we sec. But common as the Flea is, it is 
not a matter of course that you will be able to repeat 
these observations with the first specimen you put on 
the stage of your microscope. Several favourable con- 
ditions must combine in order to insure a successful ex- 
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amination. You should clioose a female Flea, partly 
because of her greater size, and partly because the pre- 
datory weapons ai'e better developed, in all tliese pierc- 
ing and sucking insects, in the females, — true Amazons. 
Then you will find it needful to amputato the head, in 
order to get rid of the front legs, the thick thighs of 
which else impede your sight of the mouth, being pro- 
jected on each side of it. And this is a delicate opera- 
tion : it must be performed on a plate of a glass, under 
a lens, with one of those dissecting needles whose points 
are ground to a cutting-edge. Next, having served the 
head, you must place it in a drop of water, between the 
plates of your eompressorium, the graduated pressure 
of which, by means of the screw, will cause the organs 
of the mouth to open and expand separately. Finally, 
you must have a good instrument, and a high power : 
less than 600 diameters will not avail to bring out dis- 
tinctly the toothing of the martdibles and labrum ; and 
even then you wUl need delicate manipulation and a 
practised eye. But the object is worthy of the care 
bestowed upon it. 

Once more. Let us submit to examination the 
complex ease of instruments wherewith the Gnat per- 
forms her unwelcome yet skilful surgery. I say " her," 
because among the Gnats, as among most of theso 
puncturing insects, it is the females only who attain 
skill in the phlebotomic art, the males being innocent 
of any share in it, and being indeed unprovided with 
the needful implements. 

Here is a large specimen, resting with elevated hind 
legs on the ceiling, and now in alarm off with shrill 
humming flight to the window. I decapitate her witJi- 
out compunction, as it is but a fair penalty for her 
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murderous deeds ; and, as of old the axeman licld up 
" the head of a traitor " to puhlic gaze, so I lay this 
head on the glass of the compressorium for your con- 
templation. 

And before I apply pressure to the glass-plate, de- 
vote a moment's attention to the totii ensamhle. First, 
the head itself is a hemisphere, almost wholly occupied 
%vith tlie two compound eyes, which present the beauti- 
ful appearance of a glohe of black velvet, studded with 
gold buttons arranged in lines crossing each other at 
right angles. The suirmiit of the head, where the two 
compound eyes unite, bears a sort of rounded pedestal, 
the area of which forms the sole part of the head not 
covered by the organs of vision. On this are placed, 
side by side, the two antennte, springing from rounded 
bulbous bases ; they consist of twelve (exclusive of the 
basal bulb) cylindrical joints, which are beset on all 
sides with short arched hairs, but have besides a whorl 
of radiating long hairs surrounding the bottom of eaeii 
joint. Tlic effect of this is exceedingly light and ele- 
gant. 

Between these projects a long cylinder, which re- 
presents the lower lip {labium) ; it slightly swells to- 
wards the tip, where it forms a round, nut-like knob, 
covered with exceedingly minute papillaa, and no doubt 
constituting a highly sensitive organ of touch. For 
the greatest part of its length it is covered with Imed 
scales, and with short arched hairs, like the antenuEe, 
while each side of its base is guarded by a labial palp 
of three joints. 

On applying a graduated pressure, slowly increased 
to actual contact of the plates (or as near an approxi- 
mation to it as we can eficct), we see first that the nut- 
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like tip of the labium expands into two concave leaves, 
like tliG bracts of a bud, and displays two pairs of more 
delicate leaves witiiin them. Then from a groove along 
the npper side of the l^ium, spring out several fila- 
ments of great elasticity and of the most delicati^ temi- 
ity. One pair of these represent the mandibles ; they 
consist each of a very narrow blade with a stronger 
back like that of a scythe. Their tip is brought to a 
most acute point, and the edge in immediate proximity 
to this is cut into about nine teeth pointing backward : 
the rest of the edge is smootli, 
but the whole blade is crossed 
by a niultitnde of oblitiuo lines 
of great delicacy, wliich may be 
intended to keep the edge con- 
stantly keen. 

Kext come the viaxillw, or 
lower jaws, horny filaments as 
long as the former, but etill more 
delicate, constituting simple cut- 
ting lancets, with a back and a 
keen blade, a little widening at 
the tip. 

Besides these there is the 
tongue, consisting of a central 
i-od which is distinctly tubular, 
and of a thin blade on each side, 
line-edged and drawn to an acute 
point. And also the labrum or 
upper lip, an organ Iiaving the 
same general form, but consti- ib'^^mea. fiabmia. 
tuting an imperfect tube ; a tube, "' "■ "^'«"<o. 
Uiat is to say, from which about a third of the perjpheiy 
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is cut away, so as to serve as a sheath for the tongue, 
whieli ordinanly lies ■within its concavity. 

I scarcely know whether this apparatus is not more 
wonderfully delicate than any we have examined; — 
even than that of the Plea. And how effective it is 
you doubtless well know ; for when tlie array of lancets 
is introduced into the flesh, yon are aware that a tumour 
is left, which by its smart, itching, and inflammation, 
causes much distress, and lasts many hours. ITiis effect 
is probably produced partly by the deep penetration of 
the insti'nments, — for tliey are fully one-sixth of an inch 
in lengtli, and they are inserted to their very base, — 
and partly by the injection of a poisonous fluid, intend- 
ed, as has been conjectnrally suggested, to dilute the 
blood and make it more readily flow up the capillary 
tubes. The channel through which this fluid is injected 
is probably the tongue, which you see to be permeated 
by a tube containing a fluid ; and the same channel 
may afibrd ingress to the diluted blood. 

The lohitmh does not enter the wound. If you have 
ever had the philosophic patience to watch a gnat 
while pimcturing your hand, you have obseiTod that 
the knob at the end of the proboscis is applied to the 
skin, and that then the organ bends with an angle 
more and more acute, untU at length it forms a double 
line, being folded on itself, so that the base is brought 
into close proximity to the skin. Meanwhile the lan- 
cets have all been plunged in, and are now sunk into 
your flesh to their very bottom, while the labium, 
which formed merely the sheath for the whole, is bent 
up upon itself, ready again to assume its straight form, 
as soon as the disengaged lancets reqaire its protec- 
tion. 
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The tongue of the commoii Ties (Ilouse-ilj', Blow- 
fly, &c.) is an exquisite microscopical ohjeet, from its 
extreme complexity and beauty. You are familiar 
with the way in which a fly, having alighted close to a 
drop of tea on the table, applies to it a proboscis with 
large dilated extremity, and presently licks it all up. 
You shall now see the curious implement by which this 



The broad portion of the object before us, forming 
its bottom part, bristling with course black hair, is the 




front of the head of a Blow-fly. From the midst of this 
projects a dark brown mass terminating in two points, 
and inclosing a narrower and darker object with two 
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long slender roots, dilated at their bases ; — tliis is the 
pair of tna3^Ul(B altered and modified into a kind of 
sheatlt for the mandibles. On each side projects an 
elegant club, bristled with coarse black hair, and cov- 
ered besides with a coat of very minute hairs ; these 
clubs are the, maxillary palpi. 

But now we come to the terminal part, consisting 
of a pair of lobes, together forming a rounded triangle 
in tlieir outline. This is the dilated and thickened ter- 
mination of the labium, and is the instrument by which 
the liquids are so rapidly sucked np. It is impossible 
to describe this beautiful structure intelligibly t and 
indeed it is not well nnderstood even by those who 
have devoted their lives to this branch of natural 
science. The principal feature apparent is a wide clear 
membrane, through which run with admirable sym- 
meti-y a series of tubes. These tubes consist of four 
primary ones, all onginating near the centre of the ex- 
pansion, and radiating thence, two backward towards 
the two lateral angles of the triangle, and the other two 
nearly side by side towards its point. From each of 
these, along its outer side only, branch off the minor 
tubes, very numeroiis and close together, going off in a 
slightly sinuous line direct to the margin, diminisliing 
regularly in their conree, and at their extremities curv- 
ing over, BO as to bring their open tips to the surface of 
the skin. 

The construction of these tubes is highly interest- 
ing : they are formed, like the air-pipes {trachew), of a 
multitude of homy rings ; but with this peculiarity, 
that the rings do not form a continuous spiral, but are 
separate and distinct ; and are moreover imperfect ; 
for each wire (so to spciU;) does not perform a complete 
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eirclii, Ijut only about two-thii'cta of a circle, leaving a 
blank space ; and the tips of the ■wires end alternately 
in a fine acute point, and in a rounded fork, like the 
prongs of a pitch-fork. It has been said that these 
tubes aro modilied traehem ; but this fact is by no 
means obvious to me ; for so far from their being con- 
nected with the general ti'aeheal system, each of the 
four main tubes originates in an open centre, and each 
■with an open extremity. I think it likely that they are 
so many suctorial pipes, through ■which the fluid to be 
drunk is pumped up, entering at their minute open 
tips, and discharging itself into the central cavity, by 
the open basal extremities of the main tubes. 

The moat extraordinary modification of jaws, how- 
ever, is the long spiral tube ■^vhicli is ordinarily coiled 
up under the face of a Butterfly or Moth, with which 
it pumps up the sweet nectar of flowers. Many flow- 
ers have a deep corolla, and most have the bases of 
their petals, where the nectar lies, so far from the level 
of the surface, that probing is necessary to reach it. 
Bees can enter tubular flowei-a, and lick their bottoms ; 
and even blossoms that are closed, as the Snapdragon, 
they know how to force and enter. But Butterflies, 
with their wide wings, incapable of being folded, can- 
not enter flowers bodily, and therefore a peculiar ap- 
paratus is given them for robbing their contents, as it 
were, at the doors. 

Nothing is easier than to examine this beautiful or- 
gan ■ffith the naked eye ; and much may be learned of 
its structure by means of a pocket lens. Ton may thus 
see in a moment, that it forms a flat spiral of several 
coils, like the mainspring of a watch ; that it runs o£f 
to a point, and that this point is double, for it is fre- 
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quently seen separate a considerable way np. Hence 
you would probably infer tliat the organ consiste of 
two equal and consimilar halves, united longitudinally. 
And BO, indeed, it does ; and these halves are the rep- 
resentatives of the maxilUs or lower jaws of the Beetle, 
being thus greatly developed at the expense of almost 
all the other parts. The upper lip and the •mandibles 
are discernible only in the form of tliree most minute 
plates ; the Tibial ^ol/pi are large and prominent, — 
those well-h»ired points that project in front of the. 
head, one on each side of the spire. This spiral form 
of the mateiUw is called anilia. 

It is not, however, very easy to fix it in an extended 
condition on a slip of glass, so as that it shall lie flat 
throughout its whole length, without injuring the parts 
or so agglutinating them together, that their stnieture 
is concealed or distorted, and in either case unfitted for 
microscopical examination. The specimen which I have 
prepared, from the mouth of the Small Gai-den White 
Butterfly, is stretched, and fixed in balsam, and will I 
think show you the structure under a high power very 
weU. 

Before we examine it, however, I will cite you the 
description of one of tlie most eminent of microscopical 
anatomists, Mr. JS"ewport. He considers each mamlla 
to be composed of an immense number of short trans- 
verso muscular rings, which are convex externally and 
concave internally, the two connected organs forming a 
tube. Within each there are one or more large trachem 
connected with the traohem in tlie head. The inner or 
concave surface which forms the tube is lined with a 
very emootii membrane, and extends along tlie anterior 
margin tlironghout tlie whole length of tlie organ. At 
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its commencement at the apex, it occupies nearly the 
whole hreadth of tlie organ, and is smaller than at its 
termination near the mouth, where the concavity or 
groove does not occupy more than about one-third of 
the breadth. In some species, the extremity of each 
maxilla is furnished along its anterior and lateral mar- 
gin with a great number of vamute ^<ipill(B. These, in 
Vanessa Atalanta (the lied Admiral Butterfly) for in- 
stance, form little barrel-shaped bodies, i'ui-nisiied at the 
free end with three or more marginal teeth, and a larger 
pointed body in the ccnti-e. There are seventy-four of 
these in each ttmadlla, or half the proboscis. Mr. New- 
port regai'ds them as probably organs of taste. There 
are also some curious appendages arranged along the 
inner anterior margin of each maxilla, in the form of 
minute hooks, which, when tho proboscis is extended, 
serve to unite the two halves together, by the points of 
the hooks in one half being inserted into little depres- 
sions between the teeth of the opposite side ; sometimes 
these are furnished with a tooth below their tips. 

With all deference for so respectable an authority, 
I cannot help seeing that such is not the structure of the 
andia before us. It is evident to me tliat eacb half tube 
ia composed of a membrane sti'etched upon stiff homy 
semi-rings, doubtless composed of chitine, and certainly 
not muscular. By bringing the outhne of the rounded 
exterior into focus, we see that these rings form sharp 
ridges ; and by tracing them onwards to the attenuated 
extremity of the organ, we see them gradually give way 
to transverse lines of interrupted ridgy warts upon the 
outside of tlie membrane. The true muscles appear to 
be indicated by those oblique lines and bands that are 
seen in the interior, beneatli the horny rings. 
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Tills Specimen shows very distinctly that the two 
sides are but semi-tubular, and as one pair of the op- 
jjosiiij^ cd^es iie open at each extremity, and the other 
pill separate tlirougliout, we are 
able to discern very clearly the 
ainy of hooks, IjywJiich the edges 
lie united at the will of the animal. 
, Mo trace of the curious little point- 
^ cil harrel-shapcd papillm is found 
here hut I have seen it in other 
I examples. 

It seems highly probable, from 
\ tlie observations of the excellent 
^ ^ anatomist just named, that the ex- 
A j.imji r»'iim ot o o 1.^ t-t I DdsT iiauBtion of the nectai- of a flower, 
■which is effected with gieat rapidity and completeness, 
is a process dependent on respiration, and connected 
with tJie air-pipe that permeates each division of the 
6uc];er. 

It will not be a vevy violent transition, if from the 
snckiug pump of the Butterfly I cany you to the silk- 
spinner of the catei-pillar. Here I have a Silkworm in 
the act of commencing its cocoon ; by inclosing which 
in this glass tube, we shall conveniently have the insect 
at command, and shall be siblo to view the process un- 
der a low magnifying power and reflected light. Mow 
the grey face of the worm is presented to us ; and we 
can see, below the edge of the head-shield, a short broad 
upper lip, fonning two blunt points. Below this is the 
pair of strong brown inandibles, convex outwardly and 
concave inwardly, cacli cut at its broad biting edge into 
several teeth. Below these are two little points which 
represent the jnoieiUm, and between thera a blunt 
rounded knob, which is the lower lip {labium). 
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You may also see, oa each cheek, close to the base 
of the mandille, a little pit, out of which rises a short 
columnar organ tipped with two bristles ; these columns 
are the incipient anternim. Outside them you may dis- 
cern on each cheek, a series of six globes of glass (so 
they appeal') set in the substance of the skin, — ^nve form- 
ing a semicircle, and one in the centre ; these are " the 
windows at which the [silkworm's] soul looks through," 
— provided he has any soul — in prosaic parlance, his 
eyes, 

Now, having thus introduced the several membere 
of our useful friend's physiognomy to you, let me call 
your attention to a fleshy wai-t just beneath the lower 
lip, and midway between the base? of the two fore legs, 
liiis wart terminates in a horny point not unlike a bird's 
beak, which is perforated, and from the tip of which the 
glistening yellow filament of silk is ever drawn out, as 
the caterpillai- throws his head from side to side. Tliis 
poinled wart is tlio spinning organ; and the thread of 
silk is, as it issues from the orifice, a fluid gum, which 
hardens immediately on its exposure to the air, Tlie 
silk-gum is secreted by the catei-pillar in two long blind 
tubes, which lie twisted and coiled in the interior of the 
body, occupying nearly the whole space, except that 
which is taken up by the great digestive canal. These 
become very slender as they approach the head, and at 
length terminate in a dilated reservoir, which opens by 
the little pointed wart which you have just seen. 

Many caterpillars are able to siispend themselves at 
pleasure by means of the thread which they are spin- 
ning, lengthening it and " stopping it ofl"," at will. This 
latter operation they perform (though they cannot recal 
tlie thread when once it has issued) by means of an an- 
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gular point foi'mod by the two slender tubes at their 
junction in tlie reservoir ; thus compressing the thread 
of gum, and so preventing any more from issuing. The 
gum is perfectly colourless in the reservoir, but as it 
issues fortli becomes coated with a vamieh, which is 
secreted in the' same organ, and which is poured out at 
tlio same lime. In the case of the common Silkworm, 
this varnish imparts to the silk that brilliant yellow Juio 
which it generally possesses, and which, as the varnish 
is soluble, can be easily discharged from it in the man- 
ufacture. 
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ES liAES AKD EYES. 



A TEKT wide field of observation, and one easily cul- 
tivated, is presented bj the organs of sense in the in- 
sect races, and in particnlar by those cnrious jointed 
threads which proceed from tlie front or sides of the 
head, and which are technically called antenncB. These 
may sometimes be coufonnded with ih& palpi, examples 
of which organs we have been lately looking at ; for 
in a carnivorous Beetle, for instance, both palpi and 
anienjuB are formed of a number of oblong, polished 
hard joints, set end to end, like beads on a necklace. 
And it is probable there may be as much community 
in the function as in the form of these two sets of 
appendages ; that both arc the seats of some very deli- 
cate perceptive faculty allied to touch, but of which we 
cannot, from ignorance, speak very definitely. It' is 
likely, indeed, that sensations of a very variable char- 
acter are perceived by them, according to their form, 
the degree of their development, and the habits of the 
species. 

It is not impossible, judging from the very great 
diversity which we find in the fonn and structure of 
these and similar organs in this immense class of beings, 
compared with the uniformity that prevails in the or- 
gans of sense bestowed on ourselves and other verte- 



;., Google 



184 EVESINCa AT THE MICEOSCOPE. 



brate auimals,^ — ^that are far wider sphere of perception 
is open to tbem than to us. Perhaps conditions that 
are appreciable to ns only by the aid of the nrioat deli- 
cate instraments of modern science may be appreciable 
to their acute faculties, and may govern their instincts 
and actions- Among such we may mention, conjec- 
turally, the comparative moisture or dryness of the at- 
mosphere, delicate changes ia ita temperatiu'e, in its 
density, the presence of gaseous exhalations, the prox- 
imity of solid bodies indicated by subtile vibrations of 
the air, the height above the earth at -which flight is per- 
formed, measured barometrically, the various electrical 
conditions of the atmosphere ; and perhaps many other 
physical diversities which cannot he classed under eight, 
sound, smell, taste, or touch, and which may be alto- 
gether unappreciable, and therefore altogetlier incon- 
ceivable, by ua. It is probable, however, that the a/ii- 
tenncB are the organs in which the sense of hearing is 
specially seated ; a conclusion which has long been con- 
jecturally held, and which is confirmed by some obser- 
vations recently made on the analogous organs in the 
Crustacea, which I will allude to more particularly 
presently. 

The forms which are assumed hy the antemux of 
Insects are very diverse ; and I can bring before you 
only a very small selection out of the mass. One of 
the most .simple forma is that found in many Beetles, 
as in this Carahus for example. Here, each antenna is 
composed of eleven joints, almost exactly alihe and 
symmetrical, each joint a homy body of apparently a 
long-oval shape, polished on the suj'face, but not smooth, 
because covered with minute depressed lines, and 
clothed with shaggy hair. Tliero is, however, a slight 
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illusion in the appearance : it seems as if tlie dividing 
point of the joints were, as I have juat said, at the ter- 
mhiation of the oval, bnt when wo look closely we see 
that the summit of each oval is, as it were, cut off by a 
line, and hy compaiing the hasal joints with the otliers, 
we see tliat this line is the real division, that the sum- 
mit of the oval really forma the bottom of the succeed- 
ing joint, and that the constricted part is no articula- 
tion at all. Tlie first, or basal joint (called the scapus), 
and the second (called the pediceUd), differ in foim 
from the rest, here but slightly, but often considerably. 
The whole of the remaining joints are togetlier termed 
the clavda. 

Tou may sec a considerable divei-sity of figure and 
of aspect generally in this tiny Weevil, which may bo 
accepted as a representative of a great family of 
Seetles, the Curouliomdm. The manner of their in- 
sertion strikes us at first sight as peculiar, aa la in fact 
the aspect of the whole head. Instead of a thick sub- 
stantial solid front, with powerful widely-gaping jaws, 
such as we saw in the Carabus, here projecte from be- 
tween the eyes a long rod-like proboscis, as long as the 
whole animal besides, curving downwards, and carry- 
ing at its very extremity a minute moutli, with all the 
proper apparatus of lips, jaws, and palpi. Moreover, 
tlie cmtennm are planted on tlie two sides of this beak, 
about its mid-length ; and they are curiously elbowedj 
each projecting horizontally at a right angle to the 
beak for a considerable distance, and then with a sharp 
angle becoming parallel to it for the remainder of their 
length. So that, supposing the terminal half of the 
beak to be broken off just behind the insertion of tlie 
antenncB, the whole would compose the letter T. Kow, 
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the first bend of thia angle is composed of a single 
joint, the scapits, which 13, in thia family, gi-eatlj 
lengthened ; and tiien the two or three final joints 
ai'e much thicker tlian all the others, and are aa it 
were fused together into a large oval knob, called the 
chib. 

No'w, a word or two in explanation of this very sin- 
gular form of head and head-organs. The larva or 
gi'nh stage of these insects is destined to ho passed in 
the interior of fruits and seeds ; the individual which 
we have been examining {Bala/ninv^s nuoum) was bom 
one morning in August in the interior of a hazel-nut. 
Its parent had chosen a suitable nut, just then when 
it is set for fruit, and as yet green and soft ; and had 
with her proboscis, or rather with her jaws at its tip, as 
with a gimlet, bored a tiny hole through the yielding 
shell into tlie very interior ; then turning round, and 
inserting the extremity of her abdomen with its ovipos- 
itor, she had shot an egg into this dark cavity. The 
juices poured forth at tbo wound soon healed the ori- 
fice ; the nut grew ; and presently the egg became a 
little white grub. He then rioted in plenty ; prolonged 
his darkling feast 

" From night to morn, from mom to dewy eve ; " 

— 'twas all "dewy eve" to him, by the way, for no 
ray of light saw he, till that prosperous condition of 
existence was done. No wonder ho grew fat ; and fat 
those rogues of nut-weevils always are, as you well 
know. Well, when the nut fell, in October, the kernel 
was all gone, completely devoured, and our little high- 
way-robber was ready for his winter sleep : he gnawed 
a fresh hole through the now hard shell, made his way 
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out, and immediately burrowed into the earth, where 
he lay till June ; then became a pupa, and emerged 
just what you see him, a long-snouted beetle like his 
mother, in the beginning of August. 

Such is his " short eventful history ; " and yon now 
see that the long beak is formed entirely with reference 
to. this economy ; it is an auger fitted to bore holes into 
shell-fruits through their envelopes, for the reception of 
egge- 

There is a very extensive family of Beetles known 
as Zamellicomes, because the antennal joints are sin- 
gularly flattened and apphed one over the other like 
the leaves of a book {lamdla, a leaf). Here is a very 
common little Chafer found on the droppings in pas- 
tures {Aphodhis finietarius), in which tho last three 




joints constituting tho clul} of the antenna, are of an 
ovate form, and flattened, so as to lie one on another 
quite close, like three oval cakes ; and being connected 
only at one end of the long axis, they open and sliut at 
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the pleasure of the animal, like a long pocket meini> 
randum-book of three leaves. 

But this structure is seen to still greater advantage 
in the miich larger Cockchafer, so abundant -in May 
in some seasons. For here the joints composing tiie 
club are much more numerous (seven in the male, six 
in the female), and they are proportionally longer 
and thimier, and therefore more leaf-like. The insect 
widely expands tliem, evidently to receive impressions 
from the atmosphere ; when alarmed, they are closed 
and withdra^vn beneath the shield of the head, but on 
tlie first essay towards escape, or any kind of forward 
movement, the leaves are widely opened, and then 
after an instant's pause to test the perceptions on the 
sensorium, away it travels. 

In some Beetles each joint of the series has one of 
its outer angles more developed than the other, and so 
produced as to make, with the rest of the joints, a saw- 
like edge : you may see an example in this Click-beetle 
or Skipjack {Elater) ; but many members of the same 
family show the same structure in a far higher degree, 
the angle being drawn out in a long slender rod, whicd 
(with its fellows) imparts to the antenna the appearance 
of a comb. 

But much more curious and beautiful are the an- 
tennae of many Hoths, which often resemble feathers, 
particularly in the group Bomhydna^ of which tlie 
Silkworm is an example ; and in tlie male sex, wliich 
displays this structure more than the female. But I 
will show yoii a native example. 

This is tlie antenna of a large and handsome, and 
not at all uncommon moth — the Oak Eggcr {Lasio- 
campa querous). It consists of about seventy joints, so 
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nearly ali];e in size and outline, tliat the wliolu forms 
an almost 'etraiglit rod, slightly tapering to the tip. 
Each joint, however, sends fortli two long straight 
branches, so disposed that the pair make a very acute 
angle, and the whole douhle series of seventy on each 
side, form a deep narrow groove. These two series 
of branches, being perfectly regular and symmetrical, 
impart to the antennje the aspect of exquisite feathers. 

It is, however, when we examine the elements of 
this structure in detail, using moderately high powers 
of enlargement, that we are struck with the elaborate- 
ness of the workmanship bestowed upon them. Each 
of the lateral branches is a straight rod, thick at its 
origin, whence it tapers to a little beyond its middle, 
and then thickens again to its tip. Here two homy 
spines project from it obliquely, one much stouter than 
the other, at such an angle as nearly to touch the tip 
of the succeeding branch. 

Besides this, each bi-ancli is surrounded throughout 
its length with a series of short stiff bristles, very close- 
set, projecting horizontally (to the plane of the axis of 
the branch), and bent upwards at the end eandelabram- 
fashion. The mode in which they arc arranged is in a 
sliort spiral, which makes about forty-five whorls or 
tuiTis about the axis ; at least in the branches which are 
situated about tlie middle of the miim,na y for these 
diminish in length towards the extremity, bringing the 
feather to a rather abrupt point. 

Tlic entire surface of the "branch gleams under re- 
flected light with metallic hues, chiefly yellows and 
bronzy greens ; which appear to depend on very mi- 
nute and closely-applied scales that overlap each other. 
The main stem of the feather, — that is, tlic primary rod 
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or axis, — 13 somewhat sparsely clothed with scales of 
another kind, thin, oblong, flat plates, notched at the 
end, and very slightly attached by means of a niinnte 
stem at the base, — the common clothing-scales of the 
Lepidoptera, — specimens of which we have before ex- 
amined. 

We may acquire some glimpse of a notion why this 
remarkable development of aiitennse is betowed npon 
the male sex of this moth, \ij an acqnaintance with its 
habits. It has been long a practice with entomologists, 
when they have reared a female moth from the chry- 
salis, to avail themselves of tlie instincts of the species 
to capture the male. This sex has an extraordinary- 
power of discovering tlie female at immense distances, 
and though perfectly concealed ; and will crowd to- 




wards her from all quarters, entering into houses, beat- 
ing at windows, and even descending chimneys, to 
come at the dear object of their solicitude. Collectors 
call this mode of procuring the male " sembling," that 
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" because the insects of this sex assemble 
at one point. It cannot be practised with all insects, 
nor even wit]! all moths ; those of this family, Sojnhy- 
eidw, are in general available ; and of these, none is 
more celebrated for the habit than the Oak Egger. 
The very individual whose antenna has furnished us 
with this- observation was taken in this way ; for hav- 
ing bred a female of this species the evening before last, 
I put her into a basket, in my parlour. One male, the 
same evening, came dashing into the kitchen ; but yes- 
terday, soon after noon, in the hot sunshine of August, 
no fewer than four more males came rapidly in succes- 
sion to the parlom- window, which was a little open, and, 
after beating about the panes a few minutes, found 
their way in, and made straightway for the basket, 
totally regardless of their own liberty. 

It must be manifest to you that some extraordinary 
sense is bestowed upon these moths, or else some ordi- 
nary and well-known sense in extraordinary development. 
It may be smell ; it may be hearing ; but neither odour 
nor sound, perceptible by our dull faculties, is given 
forth by the females ; the emanation is far too subtile 
to produce any vibrations on our sensorium, and yet 
BufEciently potent, and widely diffused, to call these 
males from their distant retreats in the hedges and 
woods. I think it highly probable that the great in- 
crease of surface given to the antennsB by the plumose 
ramification we have been observing, is connected 
with the faculty ; perhaps every bristle of the spiral 
whorls is a perceptive organ, constructed to vibrate 
with the tender undulations that circle far and wide 
from the new-born female. Surely the ways of God in 
creation, as well as in moral government, are " past 
finding out ! " 
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The male Gnat presents in its antennio a pair of 
plumes of ec[ual beauty, but of a totally different char- 
acter. Tlie pattern here is one o£ exceeding lightness 
and ga-ace, as you may sec in tliis specimen. Each an- 
tennse is essentially a very slender cylindrical stem of 
many joints (about fourteen) ; at each joint springs out 
a whorl of fine hairs of great length and delicacy, which 
radiate in various directions (not, however, forming a 
complete circle), cui-ving upward like the outline of » 
saucer, supposing the stem to be inserted into its centre. 
The length of these hairs is so great that the diameter 
of tlieir sweep equals, if it does not exceed, the whole 
length of the antenna. 

In the tribe of two-winged insects, which we tenn, 
par excellence, I'lies {Muscadis), the antennae ai'e of 
peculiar structure. The common House-fly shall give 
us a good example. Here, in front of the head, is a 
shell-like concavity, divided into two by a centi'al ridge. 
Just at the summit of this project are the two antcnnie, 
originating close together, and diverging as they pro- 
ceed. Each antenna consists of three joints, of which 
the first is very minute, the second is a reversed cone, 
and the third, which is large, thick, and ovate, is bent 
abruptly downwards immediately in front of the con- 
cavity. From the upper part of this third joint pro- 
jects obliquely a stilf bristle or style, which tapers to a 
fine point. It is densely hairy throughout ; and is 
more beset with longer hairs, on two opposite sides, 
which decrease regularly in length from the base, mak- 
ing a wide and pointed plume. 

Such arc a few examples of what are presumed to 
be the ears of Insects ; let us now turn our attention 
to their eyes. And we can scarcely select a more bril- 
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Jiant, or a larger example, than is presented by this fine 
Dragon-fly {^shna), wliieh I just now caught as it was 
hawking to and fro in my garden. How gorgeously 
heautiful are these two great hemispheres that almost 
compose the head, each shining with a soft satiny lustre 
of a.zure hue, surrounded hy olive-green, and marked 
with nndefined black spots, which change their place 
as you move the insect round t 

Each of these hemispheres is a compound eye. I 
put the insect in the stage-forceps, and bring a low 
power to bear upon it with reflected light. Yon see 
an infinite number of hexagons, of the most accurate 
symmetry and regularity of arrangement. Into those 
which are in the centre of the field of view, the eye 
can penetrate far down, and you perceive tliat they are 
tubes ; of those which recede from the centre, you dis- 
cern more and more of the sides ; while, by delicate 
adjustment of the focus, you can see that each tube is 
not open, but is covered witli a convex arch, of some 
glassy medium polished and transparent as crystal. 
There arc, according to the computations of accurate 
naturalists, not fewer than 24,000 of these convex 
lenses in the two eyes of such a large species of Dragon 
fly ae this. 

Every one of these 34,000 bodies represents a per- 
fect eye ; every one is funiished with all the apparatus 
and combinations requisite for distinct vision ; and 
there is no doubt that the Dragon-fly looks through 
tliem all. In order to explain this, I must enter into 
a little technical explanation of the anatomy of the 
organs, as they have been demonstrated by careful dis- 
Ecetion. 

The glassy convex plate or facet in front of each 
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liexagon is a cornea, or co7tieule, as it has been called. 
Bcliind each cornea, instead of a crystalUne lens, there 
descends a slender transparent pyramid, whose hase is 
the comm, and whose apex points towards the interior, 
where it is received and embraced by a translneent 
cup, answering to the vitreous humour. This, in its 
tarn, is surrounded by another cup, formed by the ex- 
pansion of a nervous filament arising from the ganglion 
on the extremity of the optic nerve, a short distance 
from the brain. Each lens-like pyramid, with its vit- 
reous cup and nervous filament, is completely sur- 
rounded and isolated by a coat (the choroid) of dark 
pigment, except that there is a minute orifice or pupil 
behind tlie cornea, where the rays of light enter the 
pyramid, and one at the apex of the latter, where they 
reach the fibres of the optic nerve. 

Each cornea is a lens with a perfect magnifying 
power, as has been proved by separating the entire 
compound eye by maceration, and then drying it, flat- 
tened out by pressure, on a slip of glass, "When this 
preparation was placed under tlie microscope, on any 
small object, as the points of a forceps, being interposed 
between the mirror and the stage, its image was dis- 
tinctly seen, on a proper adjustment of the focus of the 
microscope, in every one of the lenses whose line of 
axis admitted of it. The focus of each cornea has been 
ascertained by similar experiments to be exactly equal 
to the length of the pyrannd behind it, so that the 
image produced by the rays of light proceeding from 
any external object, and refracted by the convex 
cornea, will fall accurately npon the sensitive termina- 
tion of the optic nerve-filament there placed to receive 
it. 
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The raya wliicli pass through the several pyramids 
ai"e prevented from mingling with each other by the 
ieolating sheath of dark pigment ; and no raya, except 
those which pass along the axis of each pyramid, can 
reach the optic nerve ; all the rest being absorbed in 
the pigment of tlie sides. Hence it ia evident, that aa 
no two eomeiE on the rounded surface of the compound 
eye can bavo the same axis, no two can transmit a ray 
of light from the very same point of any object looked 
at ; while, as each of the composite eyes is immovable, 
except as the whole head moves, the combined action 
of the whole 24,000 lenses can present to the sensorium 
but the idea of a single, undistorted, unconfused object, 
probably on somewhat of the same principle by which 
the convergence of the rays of light entering our two 
eyes gives us but a single stereoscopic picture. 

The soft blue colour of this Dragon-fly's eyes— as 
also the rich golden reflections seen on the eyes of 
other insects, as the Whamefiies, and many other Dip- 
tera — ^is not produced by the pigment which I have 
alluded to, hut is a prismatic reflection from the cor- 
nccB. 

Ton would suppose that, having 34,000 eyes, tlio 
Dragon-fly was pretty well furnished with organs of 
vision, and surely would need no more ; but you would 
be mistaken. It has three other eyes of quite another 
character. 

If you look at the commissure or line of junction of 
the two compound eyes on the summit of the head, you 
will see, just in front of the point where they sep- 
arate and their front outlines diverge, a minute cres- 
cent-shaped cushion of a pale-green colour, at each 
angle of which is a minute antenna/. Close to the base 
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of each antenna there is set in tlic 'black elsiu of the 
head that divides the green crescent from tlie com- 
pound eyes, a globose, polished kiiob of crystal-like 
substance, much lite the "bull's-eyes" or lieinisphercs 
of solid glass that are set in a ship's deck to enlighten 
the side-cabins. On the front side of the ereseentic 
cushion there is a third similar glassy sphere, but much 
larger than the two lateral ones. "Wliat are these three 
spherules ? 

They are eyes, in no important respect differing 
from the individuals which compose the compound 
masses, except that they are isolated. Tlie shining 
glassy hemisphere is a cornea of hard transparent sub- 
stance, behind which is situated a spherical lens, lodged 
in a kind of cup formed by an expansion of the optic 
nerve, and which is surrounded by a coloured pigment- 
layer. 

Ton may study these simple eyes, or stemmata as 
they are called, in many other insects, though they are 
not so universally present aa the compound eyes. On 
the forehead of the Honey-bee they arc well seen, as 
three black shining globules, placed, as in the Dragon 
fly, in a triangle. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

CRABS AND SHKIMrS. 



It is alwajs interesting to trace tLe Taried forms 
and conditions under which any particular function is 
performed ; and particularly to mart, in creatures very 
remote from us in the ecale of being, the organs devoted 
to the senses which ai'e bo requisite to our own comfort. 
We have already seen eome of these diversities, in ex- 
amples taken from the classes MoUusca and Insects ; 
and will now examine some more, as tliey appear in 
the Crustacea. 

If you look at the head of a Crab, a Lobster, or a 
Prawn, you will see that it is furnished with jointed 
antennge, like -that of Insects ; but whcreaa in insects 
there is never more than a single pair, in the creatures 
of which I am speaking there ai-e two pairs. In the 
Prawn you may suppose, at first sight, that there are 
four pairs ; but that is because the internal antennee 
terminate each in three many-jointed bristles, in etrae- 
turc and appearance exactly like the bristles of the 
outer pair, two of the thrco being nearly as long as the 
outer, while the third is short. In the lobster, the in- 
ternal arc two-bristled, both bristles rather short, while 
the external are very long. In the Flat-crabs each pair 
is simple, the inner minute, the outer long. 'hi. the 
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great Eatable Crab each pair is very small, and tlicy 
ai'e dissimilar. 

Now taking the last-named animal as tlio repre- 
sentative of his class, let us examine one of his inner 
antennje first. It consists of a jointed stem and a 
terminating bristle ; the latter furnished with small 
hairs common to the general surface of the body, 
and with long, delicate, membranous filaments {aet<B), 
often improperly called cilia, which are larger, and 
ranch more delicate in structure than the ordinary 
hairs. 

Tlie basal joint is greatly enlarged : if it be care- 
fully removed from its connexion with the head, and 
brolien open, it wiH be found to enclose in its cavity a 
still smaller chamber, with calcareous walls of a much 
more delicate character that the outer walls. This in- 
ternal shell is considered by Mr. Spcnce Bate to be a 
cochlea, from its analogy, both in structure and sup- 
posed use, to the organ so named in the internal ear of 
raan and other vertebrate animals. It is situated, 
as has been said, in the cavity of the basal joint of 
the internal antenna, and is attached to the interior 
surface of its wall farthest from the median line of 
the Crab. It has a tendency to a spiral form, but 
does not pass beyond the limits of a single eonvohi- 
tion. 

If this interior cell does indeed represent the cocJdea 
of more highly-constructed ears, — to which it bears 
some resemblance, both in form and structure, — then it 
seems to identify, beyond dispute, these inner or upper 
antennae as the organs of hearing. 

!Now with this conclusion agi-ces well the manner 
in which the living animal makes use of tho organs in 
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question. T!io Crab always carries them erect and 
elevated ; and is incessantly striking tlie water with 
tliera, with a very peculiar 
jerking action, now and tlien 
vibrating, and, as it has been 
called, " twiddling " them. 
These antennEG, therefore, ap- 
pear to he always on the 
watch:— let the animal bo at 
rest, let it be feeding, no mat- ^^'' "' "^'"' """ ^'""''°- 
tcr, the superior atennfe are ever elevated and on con- 
stant guard. 

Tlie lengthened and delicate setfe with which they 
ai'e furnished, are, moreover, peculiarly adapted to re- 
ceive and convey the most minute vibratory sensations 
from the medium in which they are suspended ; and, 
on the whole, it seems to he satisfactorily settled by 
Mr, Spcnce Bate (to whose excellent memoir* I am in- 
debted for these explanatory details) that the inner an- 
tennse are real ears. 

Having thus taken our Crab by the ears, we will 
endeavour next to tweak his nose. But stay, we must 
find it first. We turn our horny gentleman up, and in 
his flat ancient face we certainly discern little sign of a 
nasal organ. Our friend Mr. Bate must assist us 
again. He will tell us to look at the outer or lower 
antennje. We will look accordingly, magnifier in 
hand, while he makes it clear to us that these are a 
pair of noses. 

Each of these organs is formed of a stem consisting 
in general of five joints, and a filament of many min- 
ute joints. In the Prawn and the Lobster all the five 

• Aonala of Nat. Hiat for July, 1855. 
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joints of tlie stem are distinct ; but in the Crab the 
whole are, aa it were, soldered together into a compact 
mass, with difficulty distinguishable into their constit- 
uent articulations ; while m some species their position 
can he indicated only by the presence of the olfactory 
operculum. 

This important little organ varies in its construc- 
tion in the different families of Crustacea, In the 
Crab it is a small movable appendage, situated at 
the point of junction between the second and third 
joints; it is attached to a long calcareous lever-like 
tendon, at the extreme limit of which is placed a set 
of muscles, by which it is opened and closed ; to assist 
in which operation, at the angle of the operculum 
most distant from the central line of the animal arc 
fixed two small hinges. "When the operculnm is 
raised, the internal surface is found to he perforated 
by a circular opening protected by a tliin mem- 
brane. 

In tlie Prawn, Shrimp, and Lobster, there is no 
operculum, hut only the orifice covered by a mem- 
brane, which is placed at the extremity of a small pro- 
tuberance, and it is not capable of being withdrawn 
into the cavity of the antenna, as in the Crah. 

In the latter animal, the httlc door, when it is 
raised, exposes the orifice in a direction pointing to the 
mouth ; and where there is no door, still the direction 
of tlie opening is the same, inwards and forwards, an- 
swering to the position of the nostrils in the higher 
animals. In each case it is so situated that it is im- 
possible for any food to be conveyed into the mouth 
without passing under this organ ; and there most con- 
veniently the animal is enabled to judge of the suit- 
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ability of any eubstanee for food, by raising tlie little 
door, and applying to the matter to be tested tlie sensi- 
tive membrane of the internal orifice. 

Thus it is concluded that this lower or outer pair of 
antenuEB are the proper organs of smell, as the upper 
and inner are of hearing.* 

The eyes, though constructed on the same general 
principles as those of Insects, yet present some partic- 
ulars worthy of your notice. In the Crabs and Lob- 
sters they consist of numerous facets, behind each of 
which is a conical or prismatic lens, the round extrem- 
ity of which is fitted into a transparent conical pit, 
corresponding to a vitreous body, while the conical ex- 
tremity of these lenses is received into a kind of cup, 
formed by the filaments of the optic nerv-e. Each of 
these filaments, together with its cup, is sm'rounded by 
pigment matter in a sheath-likc manner. To see this 
structure would require anatomical skUl ; but you may 
here examine with a low power portions of the cor- 
nea, or glassy exterior, of the eye of a Crab and of a 
Lobster, In the former, you see that the facets 
into which the cornea is divided are hexagonal, like 
those of most Insects, but in the latter they are 
square. 

But Crustacea have a far greater faculty of circum- 
spection than insects have ; for besides the extensive 
convexity and numerous facets of their eyes, these or- 
gans are placed at the extremity of shelly foot-stalks, 
which are themselves movable on hinges, capable of 
being prqiected at pleasure, and of being moved in 
diflerent directions, and of being packed snugly away, 
when not in active use, in certain gi-ooves hollowed 
< Op. cit. 
9* 



..Google 



202 BVEHINGS AT THE MICKOSCOPE, 

out expressly for them in the front margin of the 
shell. 

If ever you should chance to meet with the exotic 
Crustacea of the genera CoryccBus and Scvpphirina^ you 
would see a form of eye of a quite remarkable and 
unique character. It is described by Dana in the fol- 
lowing terms ; — 

" A pair of simple eyes consisting of an internal 
prolate lens, sitnated at the extremity of a vermiform 
mass of pigment, and of a large, oblate lens-shapcd 
cornea. The cornea is connected intimately with the 
exterior shell of the front or the under side of the head, 
and the two comcfe are like spectacles adapted to the 
near-sighted lenses within ; their size is extraordinary, 
being often one-third of the greatest breadth of the 
body in CoryccBus. The lens and the cornea are often 
very distant from each other, being separated by a 
long clear space. The external surface of the cornea is 
spherical ; hot the inner is conoideo-spherical, or para- 
bolic. Tiie texture is firm, and when dissected it 
breaks or cuts like a crystalline lens. The true lens is 
always piolate, with a regular contonr, excepting be- 
hind, where it is paitly penetrated by the pigment. 
The pigment is slender, vermiform, of a deep colour, 
either red or blue, but at its anterior extremity usually 
Hghter, and often orange or ycUow."* 

"We might find much more both instructive and 
amusing in examining microscopically the structure of 
the higher Crustacea ; but we will now dismiss them 
in order to discuss some of the lower forms, many of 
which are so minute that their whole bodies may be 
watched witli ease performing all the functions of life, 
* Rep. on Cruet, p. 102fl. 
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while confined under our eye, on the stage of the mi- 
croscope. I refer to the tiny active little creatures 
known aa Water-fleas, which are ahundant in hoth fresh 
and salt water. 

In this jar of freali water which has heen standing 
in the window for weeks, you may see among the 
green filaments of Chara many little atoms which 
scuttle hither and thither with a rapid succession of 
short leaps. These helong to the genus Cyclops, and 
are Cmstaeea, belonging to the order Entomostkaca. 

By the aid of a glass tube which I stop at one end 
with my finger, I will endeavour to catch one. It is 
no easy matter, as you see, for the instant the end of 
the tube is brought near to one, he takes the alarm and 
leaps nimbly away before I can make the water rush 
in by withdrawing my finger from the other end. But 
I have one at length. 

Here it is ; — a minim of life not more than a six- 
teenth of an inch in lengtli, looking something like 
a pellucid egg, furnished with long antenna, with five 
pairs of branching feet, and a long tail terminating in 
bristles. But its parts and organs must not be dis- 
missed in this summary way ; we must look at them 
in detail. 

And first of all, in the very midst of his forehead, 
like that obscene giant* after whom our tiny atom is 
named — he bears a single eye that glares like a ruby. 
It would need no vast beam of olive-wood sharpened 
and heated in the fire, and'Hwirlfed about" by the 
united strength of five heroes, to " grind the pupil 
out ; " for though brilliant and mobile, it is far too mi- 
nute to be touched by the tip of the finest needle. Yet 
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it is elaborately constracted ; for it consists of a miiii- 
ber (not very large) of simple eyes placed beneatli a 
common glassy cornea. Several muscle-bands are at- 
tacbed to this compound organ of vision, and are ar- 
ranged so as to form a cone, of wbich tlie eye is the 
base ; these give the eye a movement of rotation upon 
its centre, which may be distinctly seen. 

All the limbs, including both pairs of antennse, two 
pairs of foot-jaws, five pairs of feet, and a pair of tail- 
lobes, are furnished at each of their many joints with 
tufts of long hairs ; these appear to act the part of 
paddles, as the active little animal strikes the water 
vigorously with all its limbs, for the purpose of pro- 
gression, and also for the creation of currents iii the 
fluid, which currents subserve a double object, — the 
bringing constant supplies of water to be respired, and 
floating atoms of food to be devoured. 

In this individual, which ia a female, the antennaa 
are nearly equal in size throughout their length; but 
in the male, the middle joints of the upper pair are re- 
markably enlarged, foi-ming a large swelling, followed 
by a sudden contraction, the first part of which is hinged. 
All of the true feet, and the second pair of foot-jaws, are 
divided to the base into two equal branches, so that the 
animal seems to possess no fewer than twenty-six limbs : 
each of which being many-jointed, and each joint, as I 
have observed, being set with delicately plumose hairs, 
the whole effect is most elegantly light and featheiy. 

On each side of the slender tail (more correctly, the 
abdomen) you see an oval bag connected with the body 
by an excessively slender thread of communication, and 
flUed tensely with pellucid globose bodies. Like John 
GHll)in, of equestrian fame, wlien 
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" He hung s. bottle on each eide 
To keep his balanee true," 

onr little natatory hadequin " carries weight." But 
tlieae bags are filled with eggs, a temporary pro%'ision 
i'ur their due aud proper exposure to the water, while 
yet they are protected from enemies. They are devel- 
oped only at certain seasons, when the eggs having at- 
tained a given amoinit of maturity in the ovary, are 
transferred through tho exceedingly slender tuhe into 
these sacs, and ai'o there carried about by the mother 
until the young are iiatched, when the curious recep- 
tacles, being no longer needed, are thrown off, and 
Bpeedily decay. 

Here is a second form. It is named I^ynceus, and 
is nearly as common as the Oydops in our stagnant 
pools. Essentially its structure is tlie same, but it has 
this peculiarity, that its body is enclosed within a trans- 
parent shell, which is thin and flattened sidewise, and 
through whose walls all tlie movements and functions 
of its parts are distinctly visible. Tlie shell ia broadly 
ovate in outline, comes to a sharp edge above, but is 
open all along the lower half of its circumference — as 
if two watch-glasses had been soldered together, edge 
to edge, and then a portion of the semicircnmferenco 
had been ground away, so as to leave a tiiln but long 
entrance. Through this narrow orifice the limbs ai'e 
protruded for locomotion, and through it the surrounding 
water finds its way in currents, bringing oxygen to be 
respired and food to be devoured. 

The translucent shell descends in front into a sharp 
long beak, below which are seen the organs of tlie 
mouth, two paii-R of foot-jaws, beset with fine bristles. 
At tho origin of the beak is the eye, consisting, as we 
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saw in the Cyclops, of several IciiEcs, enveloped in a 
common cornea, the whole forming a movable organ 
of a bine-black hue. Just behind this, at the very 
highest part of the shell, is a little colourless bladder- 
lilce vesicle, which constantly maintains a rapidly alter- 
nate contraction and dilatation. This is the heart, and 
this motion circulates the blood. 

Below tin's, there is seen a great translucent irregu- 
lar mass of flesh, evidently comprising many viscera, 
which winds along from one end of the shell to the 
other, nearly occupying its entire area, but not in con- 
nexion with it at the hinder part, as we see by its free 
movements there, where it cm-ves romid, and bending 
beneath terminates in a blunt tail, armed with two 
strong hooks, which can at pleasure bo thrust down 
through the narrow orifice of the shell, and become par- 
tially sti'aiglitened by being forcibly tlu'own backward. 
This great central mass is mainly occupied by the ali- 
mentary canal, in which food in various stages of assim- 
ilation may at all times be seen, and in which tho 
interesting function of digestion can be witnessed 
throughout, from the firet seizure of the atom and its 
mastication by the jaws, to tho discharge of the effete 
remains. 

The individual before us does not carry at this time 
eggs in the process of development ; but the deficiency 
is supplied by » Daphmayfliich is playing about in tlie 
same drop of water. Here you perceive, between the 
arched outline of the shell and the sinuous outline of the 
free soft body, an open space of some size, which con- 
Btitutes a receptacle, in which the eggs are deposited aa 
they are laid, and in whicli they remain not only until 
the little animals are hatched, but until they have ac- 
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quired a sufficient maturity to swim about and get their 
independent living. 

This receptacle— in wliicli yon may see five or six 
e^a — ia freely open to the surrounding water, which 
enters the slit edge of the sheli, behind the tail. Per- 
iiaps you -wonder why the eggs arc not washed out by 
tlie respiratoiy currents ; they are in fact maintained in 




their position only by a slender tonguc-likc projection 
from the back of the parent, which appeare to have that 
special object. "Wiicn, however, the young are ready 
for freedom, the mother has but to depress her body a 
httle more than ordinary, when tlie door ia opened, and 
the young easily slip from tho receptacle into tlie open 
water. 

These tiny odd-looking sprawling things that yon 
see moving about by quick jerks in the same drop of 
water, are the young recently hatched. They are quite 
unlike their parent, having as yet no bivalve shell, no 
abdomen, nnd only three pairs of limbs. Tho body is a 
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transparent plate, resembling the bowl of a epoou in 
form, but ending in two points which carry pencils of 
bristles. The large dark eye is conspicnous in front, 
and the eix jointed and bristled limbs radiate from the 
centre, projecting stiftty on all sides. Tlie second and 
third pair are seen to he double, each givingoif a branch, 
which is pencilled with bristles like the principal stem, 

"We have not yet done with these tiny Water-fleas. 
The sediment at the bottom of this jar of water is quite 
alive witli a host of nimble atoms, some of which yon 
may see crawling up the sides of the glass. They are 
quite distinct from either of the kinds we have been 
examining, not only in details of structnre, which is 
more identical indeed than it seems at first sight, hut in 
habit ; for whereas t]iey shoot to and fro through tlie 
water witii gi-eat force and rapidity, these can scarcely 
swim at all ; or, if they do, it is with comparative slow- 
ness and mnch apparent effort ; tliough over the smooth 
side of their glass dwelling, or upon the stems of water- 
plants, they glide along with much ease and elegance, 
by the quick vibrations of Iheir pencilled feet. 

The form we are now contemplating is distinguished 
by the name of Cypris, a genus ■which contains a good 
many British species. It is more completely inclosed 
in a shell than even the I/ynceus, and its envelope more 
truly resembles tlie shell of a bivalve MoUusk, for the 
valves are open for more than three-fourths of their cir- 
cnmference ; while the portion of the back that is united 
is sufficiently elastic to allow of some degree of expan- 
sion, thus answering the purpose of a hinge. 

Now look at the elegant little creature. Its most 
prominent feature is its two paij-s of antenua3, one pro- 
jecting forwards and curved upwards, the other down- 
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wards, 13ot]i consist of several transparent joints, and 
ai-e tipped with long clear bristles ; but tlie pencils 
■which tip the tipper pair are specially graceful, being 
as long as the whole shell, exceedingly slender, beauti- 
fully curved, and so transparent that they seem formed 
of spun glass. 

Another peculiarity is that there seems to be but 
one pair of legs, which terminate each in a lioolced 
spine. Ton now and then see these awkwardly thrust 
out from beneath the hinder part of the sliell, but loco- 
motion is principally effected by the pencilled antcnuEc. 




There is, however, a second pair of legs, bat these do 
not usually make their appearance outside the shell, 
being curved backwards to sustain the ovaries. 

About thirty years ago an Irish naturalist, Dr. J. 
Taughan Thompson, announced a discovery, whicli, 
oversetting conclusions previously received by all, 
caused no little dissent and opposition, and gave rise to 
a lengthened and wide spread controversy. A very 
minute crustaccous animal was known, as inhabiting 
the open sea, to wliich the name of Zoea had been given. 
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It bad sessile ejes, and was remarkable for liaving a 
long spine projecting from the face, and a Eimilar one 
standing up from tlic centre of the back. Another form 
was known, which constituted the genus Megalopa : in 
■whicii the body was broad, tlie eyes stalked, and the 
abdomen projecting behind. This was also small, but 
somewhat larger than the preceding. 

Nobody suspected that these were other than inde- 
pendent forms of animal life, distinct from each other, 
and equally distinct from every known genus of Orus- 
tacea besides. It was supposed that no animal of this 
class underwent metamorphosis, — or that change of form 
in diiferent periods of life which distinguishes Insects ; 
but tliat these creatures retained through iife Uie genera) 
shape, slightly modified by development of parts and 
organs, which they each displayed when hatched from 
the egg. 

But these conclusions were quite set aside by the 
brilliant discovery of Thompson, that Zoea. and Mega^ 
lopa were the same animal in different stages of exist- 
ence ; and that, moreover, botli were but the early states 
of well-known and familiar forms of larger Crustacea, 
which therefore undergo a metamorphosis as complete 
as that by which the caterpillar changes to a chrysalis, 
and the chiysalis to a butterfly, and in every essential 
point parallel to it. 

In the Cove of Cork this naturalist met with a con- 
siderable number of Zoeas, which he kept in captivity. 
Some of these passed into the MegdU^pa form, which in 
turn changed to the most abundant of our larger Crus- 
taeea, the common Shore-crab {Carcinus jncenas). " Thus, 
in its progress from the egg to its final development, the 
Crab was proved to pass through two temporary condi 
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tions, which had previously been regai'ded as types, not 
of genera only, but of different families; and both strik- 
ingly dissimilar from the group to which, in its perfect 
state, it belongs," 

I have not myself examined the transformations of 
this species ; but, as they have been well worked out, 
and as the animal is so abundant everywhere on the 
coast that yon may easily verify what has been ob- 
served, I will cite you the elaborate account of Mr. E. 
Q. Couch of Penzance, who has investigated the subject 
with great skill, zeal, and success. 

Having procured some specimens of the Shore-crab 
laden with eggs, just ready for shedding, he goes on to 
say, — " these were ti-ansferred to captivity, placed in 
separate basins, and supplied with sea-water ; and in 
aboTit sixteen hours I had the gratification of iinding 
large numbera of the creatures alluded to above swim- 
ming about with all the activity of young life.' There 
could be but little doubt that these creatures were the 
young of the captive Crabs. In order, however, to se- 
cure accuracy of result, one of the Crabs was removed 
to another vessel, and supplied with filtered water, that 
all insects might be removed ; but in about an hour the 
same creatures were observed swimming about as be- 
fore. To render the matter, if possible, still more cer- 
tain, some of the ova were opened, and the embryos ex- 
tracted; but shortly afterwards I had the pleasure of 
witnessing, beneath the microscope, the natural burst- 
ing and escape of one precisely similar in form to those 
found so abundantly in the water, Tlius, then, there is 
no doubt that these grotesque-looking creatuj'es are the 
young of the Carcinus mcenas ; but how different they 
are from the adult need Iiardly be pointed out any fur- 
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tlier iliaa by referring to the figure. When llicy first 
escape they rarely exceed half a line in length. Tlie 
body ig ovoid, the dorsal shield large and inflated ; on 
its upper edge and about the middle is a long spine, 
cuired posteriorly, and rather longer than the diameter 
of the body, though it varies in length in different spe- 
cimens ; it is hollow, and the blood may be seen circu- 
lating through it. The upper portion of the body is 




sap-green, and the lower semi-transparent. The eyes 
are large, sessile, and situated in front, and the circum- 
ference of the pupil is marked with radiating lines. The 
lower margin of the shield is waved, and at its posterior 
and lateral margin is a pair of natatory feet. The tail 
is extended, longer than the diameter of the shield ; and 
is composed of five equal annulations, besides the ter- 
minal ono; its extremity is forked, and the external 
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angles are long, slender, pointed, and attached to tlio 
last annuktion by joints. Between the external angles, 
and on each side of tlic median line, are three lesser 
spines, also attached to the last ring by joints. Between 
the eyes, and from near the edge of the shield, hanga a 
long, stout, and somewhat compressed appendage, 
which, as the animal moves, is reflexed posteriorly be- 
tween the claws. Under each eye is another append- 
age, shorter, and slightly more compresSed. The claws 
are in three pairs ; each is composed of three joints, and 
terminates in four long, slender, hair-like appendages. 
Tliese claws are generally bent on the body, bnt stand 
in relief from it. If the animal be viewed in front, the 
lower margin of the dorsal shield will be found to be 
waved into three semicircniar festoons, the two external 
of which are occupied by the eyes, and between which 
the middle one intervenes; the general direction of the 
claws will be seen to be at right angles to the body. Aa 
the young lies inclosed within the membranes of tlie 
egg, the claws ai'o folded on each other, and the tail is 
flexed on them so far aa the margin of the shield, and, 
if long enough, is reflected over the front of the shield 
between the eyes. The dorsal spine is bent backwards, 
and lies in contact with the dorsal shield ; for the young, 
when it escapes from the egg, is quite soft, but it rapidly 
hardens and solidifies by the deposition of calcareous 
matter in what may be called its skin. The progress of 
this solidification may be very beantifnlly observed by 
watching the circulation in the doral spine. When the 
creature has just efi'ected its liberation from the egg, 
the blood-globules may be seen ascending to the apex ; 
but as the consolidation advances, the circulation be- 
comes more and more limited in its extent, and is iinally 
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confined to the base. These minute creatures, in tliis 
early state of tlieir existence, are natatory and wonder- 
fully active. They are continually swimming from one 
part of the vessel to the other, and when observed free 
in tlieii* native pools, are, if possible, even more active 




tlian when in confinement. Their swimming ia pro- 
duced by continued flexions and extensions of the tail, 
and by repeated beating motions of tlieir claws ; this, 
together with, their grotesque-loolting forms, gives them 
a most extraordinary appearance when under examina- 
tion. As the shell becomes more solid they get less ac- 
tive, and retire to the sand at the bottom of the vessel, 
to cast tlieir shells, and acqnire a new form. They arc 



..Google 



CEAua AHD SHEIMPS. 215 

exceedingly delicate, and require great care and atten- 
tion to convey them through tlie first stage ; for unless 
the water he supplied very freq^uently and in great 
abundance, they soon die. 

" The second form of transmutation is equally as re- 
markable as the first, and quite as distinct from the 
adult animal. In the species now under consideration 
this second ti-ansformation is marked by the disappear- 
ance of the doi-sal spine ; the shield becomes flatter and 
more depressed, tlie anterior portion more horizontal 
and pointed, the three festoons having disappeared. 
The eyes, from being sessile, are now elevated on foot- 
stalks, the infra-orhital appendages becom'e apparently 
converted into antennse. The claws undergo an entire 
revolntion ; the first pair become stouter than the others, 
and are armed with a pair of nippers," tlie others being 
simple ; " but tlie posterior pair are branched near the 
base, and one of the branches ends in a hushy tuft. The 
tail is greatly diminished in its relative size and propor- 
tions, and is sometimes pai-tially bent under the body, 
bat is more commonly extended. This form is as nata- 
tory as the first. Tliey are frequently found congregat- 
ing around floating eea-weed, the huoys and string of 
the crab-pot marks, and other floating substances, botli 
near the shore and in deep water. Their general form 
somewhat resembles a OalaiheaP * 

Thus under Mr. Couch's eye the Zoea, had changed 
to a Megalopa; and this latter became after a short 
time a Orab, in which were all the characters that he- 
long to the (yrder to wliieh the parent belongs ; but 
not those of the genus, nor even of the famUy. Its 
form bore a close resemblance to that of the Sargasso 
■ Rpp. Comw. Polyt. Soc. 1843. 
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Crabs (Grapsidw) ; for the shield, instead of being 
large and arched in front, and narrowed beliind, was 
nearly square, wliile the front was {taking in the eyes) 
ahnoat straight, tJio lateral angles much advanced. 

This Crab, however, was still very minnte ; and 
many slongliings were before it. In the course of theee 
it was destined gradually to attain not only the dimen- 
sions of its parents, but also their form. This, how- 
ever, would be matter of development, rather than 




metamorphosis : tlie lateral outlines of the shield would 
more and more approach each otlier behind, while the 
series of points that now belonged to these lateral out- 
lines would become thrown into the front margin, 
which would by degrees assume an arched form, as 
you may see in this figure of the adult Crab. 

Tliough I cannot at this moment show you speci- 
mens of the Carcinus in its earlier stages, yet I have 
here a good number of the Zoeas of one of those inter- 
modiate forms which arc the connecting links between 
the Crabs and Lobsters : — I mean Galathea. The 
adult animal is of a broad squat form, something lilco 
what you might suppose a Lobster to be, if it had been 
flattened between two stones, withoiit being actually 
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We have two or three species, one of which 
is adorned with hriUiant scarlet and azure paintings ; 
but I cannot tell to which of them all this infant form 



You perceive that tliere is a general similarity be- 
tween the&e transparent little creatures, and the Zoea 
described by Mr Couch ; hut there are great differ- 
ences m detail The glassy shield or carapace shoots 
out m front m a stiff, inflexible, very fragile spine. 




This is perfectly straight, and nearly thrico the length 
of the Tvhole shield. It is beset, on various lines on its 
surface, with short slender spinules jointed to shoulder- 
like angles, and not serratures. Its interior is perfo- 
rated by a canal, which dilates and narrows irregularly, 
Tlie carapace posteriorly is semi-oval, projecting a trans- 
parent convex vault far over the part where the ab- 
10 
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domen is attached to it, as is seen when the latter bends 
down. Its extremity gradually tapers into two straight, 
sub-parallel, stiff spines, about as long as the carapace 
itself, each terminating in a hooked point, 

Ibe abdomen ends in a spinous plate, which is veiy 
elegantly lozenge-shaped, and beset with spines. Each 
of the two latero-posterior edges of the lozenge is cut 
into six rectangular teeth, and each tooth bears on its 
hinder face a long spine articulated to it, and most del- 
icately plumose all along its sides. The hindermost 
pair of spines are short, and are set close together, side 
by side. Besides these jointed spines, each lateral 
angle of the caudal lozenge-shaped tail-plato projects 
into a epine-lilte tooth. 

Though the individuals before us are all in the same 
state as to the stage of their development, there is 
some difference in size, indicating, doubtless, a corre- 
sponding diversity in age. "We will isolate a few of the 
largest, and put them into a glass trough for micro- 
scopical examination. 

The largest, during the few minutes which I have 
occupied in the process of dipping them out, has under- 
gone a metamorphosis. You observed that, after skip- 
ping about the trough for a few moments, it sank quietly 
to lie bottom, where it lay on its back ; the next thing 
that you see is a much more crab-Hke animal, more 
opaque, redder, much larger, but lying on its back in 
the very spot where a moment before you had seen a 
Zoea; while close by it lies the transparent filmy skin 
which has been cast off. 

The new animal is evidently now in its final state, 
needing only development of its parts, which it would 
obtain, if in freedom, by successive moults, to acquire 
the adult form. 
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If we now submit the exuvise in detail to a power 
of 220 diameters, we shall obtain some interesting 
views of the structure. The slough of the eyes in par- 
ticular presents one of the most exquisite objects that 
you can behold. They are somewhat pear-shaped, 
with the facetted portion well defined. It is the ap- 
pearance of these facets, varying according as the per- 
fectly hexagonal outline of each or the smooth and 
glossy convexity comes into focus, that is so peculiarly 
charming, 

Eetuming now to tho examination of one of the liv- 
ing Zoeas, you perceive that the three pairs of pencilled 
Hmbs do not represent any of the true legs ; for the 
transparency of the integuments allowing the interior 
to be clearly seen, and the organs of the imago being 
matured and just ready for sloughing, you discern, witli 
the most beautiful distinctness, the fingered claws 
(short and stumpy, it is tnie, as compared with their 
perfect form in the newly freed imago) folded down 
upon the breast within the shin, the second pair as 
large as these, and traces of others beneath them, — al! 
these forming two great projecting lobes. Slightly 
movable, beneath the tliorax of the Zoea, and oc- 
cupying a bulk nearly equal to that of the whole 
shield. 

The circulation of the blood ia beautifully clear. 
The pellucid colourless globules chase each other by 
starts to and fro, as the eye rests on the outgoing or 
returning current. It ia distinct in some parts where 
you would scarcely have looked for it ; as all over the 
lozenge plate of the tail, in the interior of the eyes, 
throughout the posterior spines of tlie shield, and the 
frontal spine. But besides, and apparently i 
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dent of tbe circulation, there is a singalar fusiform 
vessel in the latter segments of the abdomen penetrat- 
ing the tail'plate, on the ventral side. This vessel, now 
and then, at irregular intervals, dilates quickly and 
closes ; the wave proceeding upward toward the head, 
but only for a short distance, and unattended with any 
impulse to the blood-globules. The nature of this 
vessel, and its use in the economy of the infant Crab, I 
can in no wise explain. 
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Tou cannot have wandered among the rocks on oui 
EOTithem or western coasts, when the tide is ont, -with- 
out having observed that their whole surface, up to 
a certain level (often very precisely defined), is rough- 
ened -with an innumerable multitude of little brownish 
cones. If you have ever thought it worth while to 
examine them with more care, yon have seen that, 
crowded as they are, so thickly that frequently they 
crush each other out of their proper form and pro- 
portions, they are all constructed on the same model. 
Each cone is seen to he a little castle, built up of stony 
plates that lean towards each other, hut which leave 
an orifice at the top. Within this opening, provided 
the castle he tenuated by a living inhabitant, you see 
two or three other pieces joined together in a pecu- 
liar mannei', which are capable of separating, but 
which, when brought together, elFectually close up all 



Perhaps you have never pushed your investigations 
farther than this, having a courteous respect for the 
feelings of the inmate, which has prevented your in- 
truding on a privacy so recluse. But I have been less 
considerate ; many ■ a time have I appHed the steel 
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chisel and hammer to the solid roet, and having cut 
off Bomc projecting piece or angle, have transferred it, 
all covered with its stony cones, to the interior of a 
glass tank of sea^-water, for more intimate acquaintance 
with the little builders at leisure. 

These are Barnacles [Bala/mdis), Such a colony 
I have now in my possession, which I will submit to 
you, for they present a beautiful and highly interest- 
ing spectacle, when engaged in their ordinary employ- 
ment of fishing for a subsistence. And not only so, 
but I have living specimens of a much larger and finer 
species than the common one, — tlie Balanus porcatus, 
whose castle stands an inch or more in height. The 
structure, however, and habits are pretty much the 
same in both. 

"Without disturbing the busy fishers, then, just take 
your seat in front of this tank, and with a lens before 
your eye, watch the colony which is seated on tliat 
piece of stone, close to the glass side. From one and 
another, every instant, a delicate hand is thrust forth, 
and presently withdrawn. Pix your attention on some 
one conveniently placed for observation. It is now 
closed ; but in a moment, a slit opens in the valves 
within the general orifice, displaying a black lining 
with pale blue edges ; it widens to an oval ; the pointed 
valves are projected, and an apparatus of delicate 
curled filaments is thrust quickly out, expanding and 
uncurling as it comes, to the form of a fan ; then in an 
instant more the tips of all the threads again curl up, 
the threads collapse, and the whole apparatus is quickly 
withdrawn, and disappears beneath the closing valves. 
The next moment, however, they re-open, and the 
little hand of delicate fingers makes another grasp, and 
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80 the process is continually repeated while this season 
of aetivitj endures. 

Now, by putting this specimen into a glass trough, 
and placing it under a low power of tlie microscope, 
we eliall see what an exquisite piece of mechanism it 
is. The little hand consists of twenty-four long fingers, 
of the most delicate tenuity, each composed of a great 
number of joints, and much resembling in this respect 
the antenna of a Beetle, These fingers snrrannd the 
mouth, which is placed at the bottom of the sort of im- 
perfect funnel formed by tlieir divergence. They re- 
solve themselves into six pairs of arms, for each one is 
branched from the basal joint, dividing into two equal 
and similar portions. Those nearest the mouth are the 
shortest, and each pair increases regularly in length to 
the most distant, which are the central pair when the 
hand is extended. Each division of each of this longest 
and most extensile pair comprises, in the specimen be- 
fore us, thirty-two joints, while the shortest consists of 
about ten, the intermediate ones being in proportion ; so 
that the whole apparatus includes nearly five hundred 
distinct articulations, a wonderful provision for flexi- 
bility, seeing that every joint is worked by its own 
proper system of muscles. 

Moreover, every separate joint ia furnished with its 
own system of spinous haire, which are doubtless deli- 
cate organs of touch, since it has been established that 
the hairs with which the shelly coate of Crustacea ai'e 
studded, pass through the substance of the latter, and 
communicate with a pulpy mass, richly supplied with 
nerves, which lines the shell.* These hairs project at 
a more or less wide angle from tlie axis of the finger- 
• Proc. Rojal Society, is. 215. 
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like filament, and are graduated in length; and wliat 
is very striking, as illustrating tlie exquisite workman- 
ship of the Divine band, the 
h xirs themselves are compound 
stiuetiires; for under a high 
po^afer they seem to be composed 
ot numerona joints — an illusory 
a; pearanco probably, what look 
hi e joints being rather succes- 
sive shoulders, or projections and 
constrictions of tlie outline — 
labile each shoulder carries a 
■whorl of finer spines, lying near- 
, ly close to the main hair, and 
BLarcely deviating from its gen- 
eiil direction. This barbed 
stiucture of the hairs is chiefly 
seen towards their attenuated 
extremities. 
And now do you ask— Wbat is the object' of this 
elaborate contrivance, or rather series of contrivances ? 
I answer — ^It is the net with which the fisher takes Ida 
food — it is his means of living. Ton have seen that 
the animal haa no power of pursuing prey : he is im- 
movably fixed to the walls of his castle which is im- 
movably fixed to tlie solid rock. He is compelled 
therefore to subsist on what passes his castle, and on 
what he can catch aa be sits in his doorway and casts 
his net at random. 

You saw, also, with what a regular perseverance 
the casts were made ; and now that you have examined 
in detail the construction of the net, you are prepared 
to appreciate its fitness for the work assigned to it. 
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Its extreme flexibility, produced "by the number of its 
joints, enables the fingers of the hand, or the threads 
of the net (which you will) to stretch out or to curl up 
alternately, while the number of the divergent fingera 
enables the animal to grasp a comparatively large bulk 
of water in those curling organs. These, then, form a 
sieve ; the water passes through the interstices of the 
fingers, while the tiny atoms of solid matter, or the 
equally minute animalcules that constitute the food of 
the Barnacle, are sitted out, and detained by the fingers, 
which curHng inward carry whatever is captured to 
the mouth. 

But see liow greatly the perfection of the instru- 
ment is enhanced by the projecting hairs with which 
every one of the numerous joints is beset. These, 
standing out at right angles (or nearly so) to the direc- 
tion of the finger, meet their fellows from the joints of 
the next finger, and crowing their points, fill the inter- 
stices with an jmiumerable series of finer meshes, — 
meshes of such delicacy that it is next to impossible that 
any organized body inclosed in the given area should 
escape. 

But there is more in them than merely this minute 
and wide-spread ramification. They are, as we have 
seen, organs of touch ; so that the net has not only the 
mechanical power of capture, common to an inanimate 
cast-net which a human fisher uses, but is endowed 
with the most esq^uisite sensibility in every part. Tlie 
slightest contact of an animalcule in the inclosed water 
with one of those. thousands of sensitive hairs, com- 
municales instantly an impression to the sensorium, 
and a consciousness of the fact to the Barnacle ; who 
is thus, without doubt, alile with the quiclmess of 
10* 
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thought to close the fingere together at that part, and 
thus secure the Tictim. 

To make use of the prey thus secured, the Barnacle 
is furnished with a mouth, which can be protruded 
into a sort of wart, and is provided with a distinct lip 
bearing minute palpi, and three pairs of jaws, of which 
the two outer are homy and toothed, while the inner- 
most is soft and fleshy. 

Fixed and immoveahlc as the Barnacles are in their 
adult and final stage, they have passed by naetamor- 
phosis through conditions of life in which they were 
active roving little creatures, endowed with the power 
of swimming freely in the wide sea. In this condition 
they present the closest resemblance to familiar forms 
of Orustacea, as you will perceive when you examine 
some specimens of the larvte that I am able to show 
you. 

I have jn one of my tanks an individual of the fine 
and large Barnacle, Balaivus porcatus, which for sev- 
eral days past, has been at intervals throwing out from 
the orifice of its shell dense clouds of atoms, which 
form compact columns reaching from the animal to the 
surface of the water. One of these cloudy columns, 
when examined with a lens, is seen to he composed 
of thousands of dancing creatures resembling the 
Water-fleas that we lately examined. They main- 
tain a vivacious motion, and yet at the same time 
keep their association and the general form of the 
column. 

Taking out a few of the dancing atoms, and isolat- 
ing them in this glass stage-cell, wo see tliat they have 
exactly the figure, appearance, and character of the 
young of the common Cyclops, so that you would, 
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without hesitation, if you knew nothing of their pa- 
rentage, assign them to that well-known genus. Their 
movements are almost incessant, a series of jerking 
progressions performed by quick but apparently labo- 
rious flappings of the limbs, right and left together. 
They occasionally rest from their exertions for a few 
moments, but seem to liave no power of alighting on 
any object. 

But in order to obtain a more precise idea of the 
structure of this tiny creature, we must manage to 
resti'ain its Hberty a little, by applying gentle pressure 
with the compress orium, just sufficient to confine it 
without hurting it. The body is inclosed in a broad 
carapace, shaped much like a heraldic shield, but very 
convex on the back, and terminating behind in a slen- 
der point or spine, which is cut into minute teeth along 
the edges. Below this shield is seen the body, with 
three pairs of legs, a great proboscis in the middle 
pointing downwards and backwards, and the anal fork, 
wliich consists of a bulbous base and two diverging 
points, which project behind under the spine of the 
shield. 

The legs are exclusively swimming organs ; they 
have no provision for grasping, no claws or hooks, nor 
do they appear to be capable of being used for crawl- 
ing on the ground or for climbing among the sea-weeds, 
They are fringed along one edge with long and stout, 
but somewhat flexible spines, of which those that are 
nearest* the trunk seem more rigid, and are directed 
more at right angles to the hmb than the rest. The 
legs are formed of many imperfect joints, and the 
second and third pairs arc double from the basal joint 
outwards, while the first pair are simple. In the fore 
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part of the body a large eye is placed, deep-seated, 
which ia of a roundish form, and is intensely blaek, 
both by reflected and transmitted light. On the sum- 
mit of the forehead arc placed a pair of thick flexible 
hom-Uke organs, which are abniptly bent in the mid- 
dle, and which I believe represent tlie first pair of 
antennfe. This then is the first stage of the Barnacle, 
— ^the form under which it appears when it is hatched 
from the egg. 

Among the multitudes wliich have been evolved 
during these last few days, and which are now swim- 




ming at large in tlie tank, wc may be able to detect 
some that have passed through their first stage, and 
having moulted their skin have attained a more ad- 
vanced form. Here is one, which by its superior size 
seems to have made some progress towards maturity. 
Yes, here are more. These are evidently in their 
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second stage. There is an increase in length ; for 
whereas the former was only yj^th of an inch in length, 
these have attained to a length of ,Vth of an inch. 
Yet this increase is observable in no other dimension 
than that of total length, and this is due to the devel- 
opment of the terminal spine of the shield, -which is 
now much produced, and cut into minute teeth. The 
anal fork ia also attenuated, lengthened, and bent 
abruptly downward at the base, where it is very mo- 
bile ; another bend in the middle throwing the extrem- 
ity into the horizontal again. The delicately mem- 
branous poueh-like proboscis is more -clearly seen be- 
neath the breast, the extremity of which is directed 
backwards. In front of this organ there arc two de- 
curved very mobile bristles, set on pedicles, the whole 
closely resembling the internal antennte in the higher 
Crustacea. The lateral horns or external antennte 
appear to terminate in a very delicate brush of hairs, 
which does not seem to be protrusile. 

The little animals in this state swim, generally, 
back downward ; though they frequently assume a 
perpendicular position, both direct and reversed. I see 
them now occasionally resting on sea-weeds and Diato- 
macem, though tlie limbs seem even worse fitted than 
before for crawling, since the spines or bristles with 
which they are fringed are much increased in length, 
especially on the third pair. 

A specimen nearly twice as large as this last affords 
UB an opportunity of tracing the Barnacle to another 
point of its transformations. The modifications are 
chiefly in the proboscis and the anal fork. The former 
now points directly downwards, is furnished with a 
pair of minute spines on its anterior side, and with a 
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terminal hook ; wliile its posterior side is set witli 
strong vibrating cilia. The anal fork is greatly in- 
creased in dimensions, has its edges armed with spines 
ai'ticulated to its surface, and is marked with longi- 
tadinal lines which resemble corrugations. The under- 
surface of the body is also much corrugated ti'ans- 
versely. 

In the first moult the spine of tlie shield was greatly 
increased, the size of the body itself remaining station- 
ary ; in the seond moult the ratio is reversed, the body 
has largely increased, but the spine is nearly in statu 
quo. 

We cannot follow the metamorphosis any farther 
by personal observation, but from the researches of 
others, and especially of Mr. Darwin, we know that 
other stages have to be passed before the final fixed 
condition is attained. As yet no appreciable advance 
has been made, by eitlier of the two moultings which 
we have traced, from the free, jerking, dancing "Water- 
flea that was first hatched, towards the sessile Bar- 
nacle inclosed in its shelly cone of several valves, 
and firmly fixed to the solid rock ; and we are yet 
at a loss to imagine how such a change can be ef- 
fected. 

Jfor is the matter apparently helped by the next 
moult ; for though there now ensues a great, change of 
form, it does not eeem to resemble the adult Bamaclo 
much (if at all) more than before. If described with- 
out reference to ita parentage, it would still be con- 
sidered an Entomostracous Crustacean, or "Water-flea, 
bat removed to another Tribe. It represents, in fact, a 
Oyj>ris ; * the body with its fringed limbs being now 
■ Sec figure on page 209. 
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included within two convex valves, like those of a 
museel or other hivalve shell, eitlier united by a hinge 
along the back, or rather soldered together there, so as 
only to allow a slight opening and closing hy the elas- 
ticity of their substance. The fore part of the head is 
now greatly enlarged, as are also the antennfc, which 
project from the shell. The single eye is separated into 
two, which are large and attached to the outer anna of 
two bent processes which are placed within the body, 
in the form of the letters UU- The legs are increased 
by the addition of two pairs, and these are donbly 
bent in a zig-zag form, and can be protruded from be- 
tween the valves. 

It is a highly curious fact that the infant Barnacle 
has thus passed through two distinct types of animal 
life, the Cyclops and the Cypris. Tliese are not one 
type in different stages, as might be reasonably pre- 
sumed. The yonng of Daphnia and of Cyclops are so 
much alike, that it would be natural to presume the 
young of Cypris to be of the same fonn ; in which 
case, we should have in the yonng Barnacle merely the 
first and second stages of Cypris. But it is not so. 
Cypris does not pass through the Cyclops form at all ; 
for, according to Jurine, the young when hatched have 
the appearance of the perfect animal, though varying 
a little in the shape of their shells. 

It is in this second form, which may he considered 
the pupa of the Barnacle, that tlie animal quits its free 
roving life, and becomes a fixtm-e for the remainder of 
its days. And this is a most wonderful process ; so 
wonderful, that it would be utterly incredible, but that 
the researches of Mr. Darwin have proved it incontest- 
ably to be tlie means by which -^iho wisdom of God has 
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ordained tliat the little "Water-flea should be trans- 
formed into a stony Aconi Barnacle, 

Having selected a suitable place for fixing its resi- 
dence — Bucli as those massive rocks which sustain the 
impetuous biUows on our sea-wom coasts— the great 
projecting anteunie manifest a new and unprecedented 
function. Glands situated at their base secrete a tena- 
cious glue, which, being poured out in great profu- 
sion, cements the whole front of the head to the rock, 
including and concealing the antenna themselves. Tlie 
cement rapidly sets under water, and the animal is 
henceforth immovable. 

It now moults its skin once more. Another great 
change takes place ; the bivalve shell is thrown off, as 
are also the eyes with their bent supports, and it is 
seen to be a true Barnacle, though as yet of minute 
dimensions, and with its valves in a very rudimentary 
condition. It is now the representative of a third type 
among the Crustacean forms, for it is in effect a Stoma- 
pod ; such as the Opossum Shrimp {2£ysis), for ex- 
ample, with the shield composed of several pieces, 
stony in texture, on account of the great development 
of their calcareous element, and so modified in form as 
to make a low cone the legs (become the d/rri, or what 
I have above called the " fingers") made to perform 
their movements backwards instead of forwards, and 
the whole abdomen reduced to an almost invisible 
point. 

Harvellous indeed ao'e these facts. If such changes 
as these, or anything approaching to them, took place 
in the history of some famihar domestic animal — if 
the horse, for instance, was invariably born under the 
form of a fish, passed through several modifications of 
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thia form, imitating the shape of the perch, then the 
pike, then the eel, hy successive castings of its skin ; 
then by another shift appeared as a bird, and then, 
glueing itself by its forehead to some stone, with its 
feet in the air, threw off its covering once more, and 
became a foal, which then gradually grew into a horse ; 
—or if some veracious traveller, some Livingstone or 
Earth, were to tell us that such processes were the in- 
variable conditions under which some beast of burden 
largely used in the centre of Africa passed, — should we 
not think them very wonderful ? Yet tliey would not 
he a whit more wonderful in this supposed case than in 
the ease of the Barnacle, in whose history they are 
constantly exhibited in millions of individuals, and 
have been for ages, — even in creatures so common that 
we camiot take a walk beneath our sea-cliffs, without 
treading on them by hundreds ! 
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, I am Biire, are not favourites witli you. 
With the exception of the poor prisoner in the Eastile, 
who had succeeded in taming a Spider — the only crea- 
ture besides himself that inhabited bis dungeon- — I do 
not think I have ever heard of any one wlio loved or 
admired Spiders, moraUy. Yet, physically, we may 
find much to admire in them, as not a few naturalists 
have done before ns ; there are men who bave devoted 
tbeir lives to tbe study of this unamiable race, and 
who have discovered in them the same wondrous 
sliill, and the same perfect adaptation of organ to func- 
tion, of structure to habit, that mark all God's works, 
whether we think them pretty or ngly, amiable or re- 
pulsive. 

I am going to show you some of these pieces of 
mechanism. Remember that the whole tribe is sent 
into the world to perform one business, — they are com- 
missioned to keep down what would otherwise bo a 
" plague of flies," They are fly-butchers by profession ; 
and just as our beef- and mutton-butchers have their 
elaughter-house, their steel, their knives, their pole-axe, 
their hooks, so are these little slaughterers furnished 
with nets and traps, with caves, with fangs, and hooks. 
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and poison-lDags, ready for their constant work. Tliey 
have, in fact, nothing else to do : their whole lives are 
Bpent in slaughtering — with the exception of rearing 
fresh generations of slaughterers — and I suppose they 
thint, and are intended to think, of nothing else. 

I was one day in an omnihus, in the comer of which 
sat a butcher. Presently a man got in, whose hlue 
gingham coat indicated the same trade, lie seated 
himself opposite the other, and the two were soon in 
conversation. " Do you know Jackson ? " says A. 
" No," says B ; " where does he slaughter ? " The 
reply gave me a new idea; he evidently considered 
that " slaughtering " was the only occupation worthy 
of a man, and therefore the only one worthy of man's 
thought. Spiders are just the same. If an Epei/ra met 
a ClvMona^ probably the first interchange of civilities 
would be something like—" Where do you slaughter ? " 

" No one," says Professor Eyrner Jones, " who 
looks at the armature of a Spider's jaws can mistake 
the intention with which this terrible apparatus was 
planned. ' Murder' is engraved legibly on every piece 
that enters into its composition." But surely the Pro- 
fessor is rather severe. I do not think this paragi-aph 
was written on an autumn morning, when the flies had 
driven him out of bed prematurely early, by incessantly 
alighting on his nose ; nor on coming home from a 
summer evening's walk through the marsh, when 
clouds of singing and stinging gnats had heen the only 
objects of cognisance to sight, hearing, and feeling. If 
so, he would have been ready to pronounce " killing no 
murder," and have blessed the slaughtering Spiders as 
pursuing a most praiseworthy and useful occupation. 
Circumstances change opinions. 
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We Tvill not then touch the moral question ; but 
just look at this apparatus from the head of one of our 
common Spiders ifilvMona airox), a long-legged and 
swift species, that builds a compact cloth-like web in 
our out-houses, with a gallery open at each end for re- 
treat in danger. The specimen is a part of the slough 
or cast skin, which you may always find in the neigh- 
bourhood of such a web ; and it is particularly suitable 
for examination, because it is sloughed in the most per- 
fect condition ; every part, the fangs, the palps, the 
legs with all their joints, the comeai of the eyes, the 
entire skin with every hair, — all are here, and alt in 
situ, with a cleanness and translucency which it would 
require much skill in dissection to obtain, if we cap- 
tured a living Spider for our purpose. 

There are in front of the head two stout browu or- 
gans, which are the representatives of the antennae in 
insects ; though very much modified both in form and 
function. They are 'here the effective weapons of 
attack. Each consists of two joints: the basal one, 
which forms the most conspicuous portion of the organ, 
and the terminal one, which is the fang. The former 
is a thick hollow case, somewhat cylindrical, but flat- 
tened sidewise, formed of stiff chitine, covered with mi- 
nut* transverse ridges on its whole surface, like the 
marks left on the sand by the rippling wavelets, and 
studded with stout coarse black hair. Its extremity is 
cut off obliquely, and forms a furrow, the edges of 
which are beset with polished conical points resembling 
tectli. 

To the upper end of this furrowed ease is fixed by a 
hinge-joint the fang, which is a curved claw-liko organ, 
formed of hard chitine, and consistii^ of two parts, a 
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swollen oval base, which ia highly polished, and a more 
slender tip, the Biirface of which has a silky lustre, 
from being covered with very fine and close-set longi- 
tudinal grooves. This whole organ falls into the furrow 
of the basal joint, when not in use, exactly as the blade 
of a clasp-knife shuts into the haft ; but when the ani- 
mal is excited, either to defend itself or to attack its 
prey, the fang becomes stiffly erected. 

By turning the object on its axis, and examining 
the extreme tip of the fang, we see that it is not 
brought to a fine point, but that it has the appearance 
of having been cut off slant-wise just at the tip ; and 
that it is tubular. Now this is a provision for the 
speedy infliction of death upon the victim ; for both 
the fang and the thick basal joint are permeated by a 
slender membranous tube, which is the poison duct, 
and which terminates at the open extremity of the 
former, while at the otlicr end it communicates with a 
lengthened oval sac where the venom is secreted. This 
of course we do not see here, for it is not sloughed with 
the cxuviiB, but retained iu the interior of the body ; 
but in life it is a sac, extending into tlic cephalo-thoroio 
— as that part of the body which carries the legs is 
called — and covered with spiral folds produced by 
the arrangement of the fibres of its contractile tissue. 

When the Spider attacks a fly, it plunges into its 
victim the two fangs, the action of which is downwards, 
and not from right to left, like that of the jaws of In- 
sects. At the same instant a drop of poison is secreted 
in each gland, which, oozing tlirough tlie duct, escapes 
from the perforated end of the fang into the wound, and 
rapidly produces death. The fangs are then clasped 
down, carrying the prey, which tliey powerfully press 
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against the toothed edges of the etout basal piece, lay 
whicli means tlie nntritjve fluids of the prey are pressed 
out, and taken into the 
month, when the dried and 
empty skin h rejected. 
The poison is of an acid 
nature, as experiments 
performed with iri-itated 
spiders provo ; litmus-pa- 
per pierced hy them be- 
coming red as far around tlie perforations as the emitted 
fluid spreads. 

'In the filough, the upper surface of the eephalo- 
thorax is always detached as a thin plate, convex out- 
wardly, concave inwardly. As it is upon the front 
portion of this division of the body that the eyes are 
situate, tho slough displays these with great clearness 
and beauty beneath the microscope. Here you may 
sec them. The whole slough from its thinness is seini- 
pellucid, but the eyes transmit the light with briEiance, 
not however as if they were simple round holes, because 
you can discern very manifestly a hemispherical glassy 
coat, by which it is refracted. 

It is, however, when we examine the forehead of a 
living or recently killed spider, that we see the eyes to 
advantage. In this example of the same species {Club- 
iona atrox), you see them, like polished globes of dia- 
mond, sunk into the solid skin of tlie head. Their form 
is unimpeachably perfect, and the reflection of light 
from their surface most brilliant. 

The arrangement of these lustrous eyes is worthy of 
attention. They are generally eight in number in 
Spiders, but their relative position varies so much, as to 
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afford good characters by which naturalists have 
grouped them in genera. In the Cluhiona which we 
have been examining, they are placed in two nearly 
straight transverse rows on the forehead ; but as this 
surface is convex, it follows tliat the axis of every eye 
points in a different direction from that of its fellows. 
In Epeira, on the other hand, — represented by oar 
great Garden Spider so commonly seen in the centre 
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of its perpcu) ^ ira of 

oor gardens, — the four middle eyes form a square, and 
the two lateral ones on each side are placed in contact 
with each other. 

It is interesting to remark that their an-angement is 
not arbitary, but is ancillary to the varying instincts 
and wants of the different kinds. On this subject I 
will quote to you what Professor Owen says : — "The 
position of the four median ones is the most constant ; 
they generally indicate a square or trapezium, and may 
he compared with the median ocelli in hexapod insects. 
The two, or the two pairs of lateral oceUi may be com- 
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pared with the compound eyes of insects ; the anterior 
of these has usually a downward aspect, whilst the 
posterior looks backwards ; the variety in the arrange- 
ment of the ocelli of Spiders always hears a constant 
relation to the general conformation and habits of the 
species. Dujes has observed that those Spiders which 
hide in tubes or Inrk in obscure retreats, either under- 
ground or in the holes or fissures of walls or rocks, 
from which tliey only emerge to seize a passing prey, 
have their eyes aggregated in a close group in the middle 
of the forehead, as in the Bird-spider, the Clotho, &c. 
The Spiders which inhabit short tubes terminated by a 
large web exposed to the open air, have the eyes sep- 
arated, and more spread upon the front of the cephalo- 
thorax. Those Spiders which rest in the centre of a 
free web, and along which they fre(ju€litly traverse, 
have the eyes supported on slight prominences which 
permit a greater divergence of their axes; this struc- 
ture is well marked in the genus Thomisa, the species 
of which lie in ambuscade in flowers, lastly, the 
spiders called Errantes, or wanderers, have their eyes 
still niore scattered, the lateral ones being placed at the 
margins of the cephalo-thorax." * 

The shining liemisphere (or nearly a sphere) is in 
each case covered with a thick cornea, a continuation 
of the skin, perfectly transparent, and throwing off its 
outer coats successively in the process of moulting, 
like that of the rest of the body. The centre of its 
inner surface is deeply excavated for the reception of a 
crystalline lens, which is globular in form, and which 
rests behind on the front surface of a hemispherical vit- 
reous body, without sinking into it. The space between 
• Cotnp. Anat. {Ed. 2) p. 451. 
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this body and the side of the lens forms a ring-like 
channel which is filled with an aqueous humour, and 
into this projects a circular process of the thick pigment- 
coat, which corresponds to the choroid, thus defining 
the pupil of the eye, and at the same time confining 
the lens to its proper situation. The margin of this 
pigment-ring may be considered as an iris, and is of 
various colours, as red, green, or brown in those species 
which ai-e active by daylight, while it is black at the 
back of the eye. The nocturnal species have no dark 
pigments, but are furnished with a curtain {tapetum), 
which reflects a brilliant metallic lustre, and makes the 
eyes of these Spiders glare in the twilight, like those 
of cats. 

It wiU be interesting to compare with this range of 
eyes, the same organs in a Icindred animal, the eom- 
raon Hai'vestman {Phalangium, oomutum). Here in 
the centre of the cephalo-thorax rises a short piUar, 
which is crowned with two rows of conical points, with 
polished black tips. On each side of the pillar is a 
large black eye, hemispherical in form, and brilliantly 
glossy, exactly resembling, indeed, those which we 
have just examined. There are, however, only this 
single pair which thus look out laterally, exactly like 
the eyes of Birds. There is, indeed, a speck on each 
side of the thorax, considerably removed from the eye- 
pillar, just above the origin of the first pair of legs, 
which has been mistaken for an eye ; but it is truly a 
spiracle, or breathing hole. 

There arc many other points of interest about this 
Harvestman, such as the conical spines which stud the 
head, body, and limbs ; the multitude of small bead- 
like joints into which the foot (tarsus) is divided ; and 
II 
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in particular the hammer-like form of the modified an- 
tennse, wliieh bend abruptly downwards, and have 
pineer-tips. These are highly curious, and you may 
examine them at your leisure ; hut for the present we 
will return to our Spiders. 

Ever since those mythic times wlien Arachne con- 
tended with Minerva for supremacy in needle-work, 
and was changed, for her pains, into a spider, our little 
spinners have been famous (Spider =; ©ptniic) for their 
matchless achievements in thread. And still their in- 
dustrious art is plied everywhere around ns— in our 
chambers, in our windows, in our cellars, in our walls, 
in our gardens, in waste and desert places, and even 
under water. Cut you shall hear what Professor Owen 
says on the degree and mode in which Spiders exercise 
their singular secreting faculty, which " varies con 
Biderably in the different species. Some, as the CJ/uh- 
ioiUB, line with silk a conical or cylindrical retreat, 
formed, perhaps, of a coiled-up leaf, and having an 
outlet at both extremities, from one of which may issue 
threads to entrap their prey. Others, as the ScgestricB, 
fabricate a silken burrow of five or six inches in length, 
in the cleft of an old wall. The Mygale cementwria 
lines a subterraneous burrow with the same substance, 
and manufactures a close-fitting trap-door of cemented 
earth, lined with silk, and so attached to the entry of 
the burrow as to fall down and cover it by its own 
weight, and which the inmate can keep close shut by 
means of strong attached threads. 

"The arrangement of Spiders by M. "Walckenaer 
into families, characterised by their habits, places the 
principal varieties of their webs in a very concise point 
of view. 
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" The Cursores, Saltatores, and LaterigradcB, mate 
no webs : the first catch their prey by swift pursuit ; 
the second spring upon their prey by insidious and 
agile leaps ; the third rnn, crab-Hlce, sideways or back- 
wards, and occasionally throw out adhesive threads to 
entrap their prey. The Latehricolm bide in burrows 
in fissures,, which they line with a web. The Tubicoke 
inclose themselves in a silken tube, strengthened ex- 
ternally by leaves or other foreign substances. The 
N^iditeUB weave a nest whence issue threads to entrap 
their prey. The Filitelm are remarkable, for the long 
threads of silk which they spread aboilt in the places 
where tbcy prowl in quest of prey. The Lapitdce spin 
great webs of a close texture, like bammoeks, and wait 
for the insects that may be entangled therein. The 
OrbitelcB spread abroad webs of a regular and open 
texture, either circular or spiral, and remain in tiie 
middle, or on one side, in readiness to spring upon an 
entangled insect. The Seiitelm spin webs of an open 
mesh-work and of an irregular form, and remain in the 
middle or on one side, to seize their prey. Lastly, the 
Aquitelm spread their silken filaments under water, to 
entrap aquatic insects. 

" The silken secretion of Spidere is not applied only 
to the formation of a warm and comfortable dwelling 
for themselves, or of a trap for tlieir prey ; it is often 
employed to master the struggles of a resisting insect, 
which is bound round by an extemporary filament, 
spun for the occasion, as by a strong cord. It fonns 
the aSronautic filament of the young migratory brood. 
It serves to attach the moulting Hydrachna to an 
aquatic plant by the anterior part of the body, when it 
struggles to withdraw itself from its exiivium. Lastly, 
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a softer and more silken tind of web is prepared for 
the purpose of receiving tlie eggs, and to serve as a 
nest for tiie young." * 

Tlie silk witli which these various fabrics are con- 
structed is a thick, viscous, transparent lic[uid, much 
like a solution of giim arahic, which hardens quickly 
on exposure to the air, but can meanwhile be drawn 
out into thread. So far, it agrees with the silk of the 
silkworm and other caterpillars ; but the apparatus by 
which it is secreted, and that by which it is spun, are 
both far more complex and elaborate than those of the 
latter. Generally speaking, tliero are three paire of 
spinnerets, or external organs, through which the 
threads are produced, but in some few cases there are 
only two pairs, and in others, as the Garden Spiders 
{Epeird), the hindmost pair seem to be united into a 
single spinneret. These are always situated at the 
hinder extremity of the body, and I will show them to 
you presently. First, however, I will describe the in- 
ternal apparatus— the source of the threads. 

The glands which secrete the gummy fluid are 
placed in the midst of the abdominal viscera, and in 
some instances — as in the female of Epeira fasciata, 
a species which makes a remarkably large web — they 
occupy about a quarter of the whole bulk of the ab- 
domen. About five different kinds of these glands 
may be distinguished, though they are not all present 
in every species. The Epeirts, however, present them 
all. 

In this genus there are: — 1. Small, pear-shaped 
bags, associated in groups of hundreds, and leading ofl' 
by short tubes, which are interlaeed in a screw-like 
" Comp. Anat. {EJ. 2), p. 45S. 
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manner, and open in all of the spinnerets. 2. Six long 
twisted tubes, wbieli gradually enlarge into as many 
pouches, and then are each protracted into a very long 
duct, which forma a douhle loop. 3. Three pairs of 
glandular tuhes, similar to the preceding, but which 
open externally through short ducts. 4. Two gronpa 
of much branched saca, whose long ducts run to the 
upper pair of spinnerets. 5. Two slightly branched 
bUnd-tubcs, ■which terminate by two short ducts in the 
middle pair of spinnerets. 

It is not very easy to examine the spinnerets with a 
microscope, so as to make out their structure. If we 
confine the Spider in a glass cell, it is so restless that 
the least shock or change of position will cause it to 
move to and fro ; and, besides, when it does become 
quiescent, the spinnerets are closed in towards each 
other, so that we cannot see their extremities. By se ■ 
lecting a specimen, however, recently killed, such as 
this CliiMoiia, we may discern sufficient to enable us to 
coinprehend their construction. 

Looking, then, at the abdomen from beneath, we 
see the three pairs of spinnerets clustered together close 
to the extremity. The pair most forward are shaped 
Bomewhat like barrels, whose free ends bend over to- 
wards each other. They are covered with stiff black 
hairs, and Just within the margin of what may he 
called the head of the barrel (for it is cot off horizon- 
tally, with a sharp rim), there is a circle of very close- 
set, stiff, whitish bristles, which arch inwards. The 
whole flat surface of the " head," within this circle of 
bristles, is beset with very minute homy tubes, stand- 
ing erect, which are the outlets of the silk-duets, that 
belong to this pair. 



..Google 



2i6 KVENINGS At THE MIOROBCOPE. 

Behind tins first pair are seen the middle pair, al- 
most concealed; however, from their shortness and 
smallnesH, and from the approximation of the first and 
third pairs. "We can discern that they are more teat- 
like than the preceding, terminating in a minute wart, 
which is prolonged into a homy tube. Tlic whole teat 
is set with similar tubes, which are larger and longer 
than those of the first pair. Finally, the third pair 
resemble palpi, for each consists of two lengthened 
joints and are bluntly pointed. The spinning tubes in 
these are limited, as it appears to me, to one or two at 
the extreme end of each spinneret, the whole surface 
besides being covered with the ordinary long bristles. 
Strictly, speaking, however, they are three-jointed, for 
all the spinnerets spring from wart-like sockets, which 
maybe considered as basal joints; and as the circlet 
of bristles in the first pair doubtless indicates a sliort 
joint, sunken as it were within the preceding, this pair 
is likewise three-jointed ; the middle pair appears to 
he hut two-jointed. 

The minute horny tnbes are themselves composed 
of two joints, the basal one thick, tho terminal one 
very slender, and perforated with an orifice of excessive 
tenuity ; through which the gum oozes at the will of 
the animal, as an equally attenuated thread. On our 
Oliibiona, tho number of tubes in all the spinnerets is 
about three hundred ; but in the Garden Spider 
{I^eira) they exceed a thousand. 

This remarkable multiplicity of the strands with 
which the apparently simple and certainly slender 
thread of the Spider is composed, has attracted the at- 
tention of those philosophers who seek to discover the 
reasons of the phenomena they see in nature. The ex- 
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pianatioii was first suggested, I believe, hj Mr. Ben- 
nie,* but it has been amplified with much force by 
Professor Jones, in the following words : — 

" A very obvious reflection will here naturally sug- 
gest itself, in connexion with this beautiful machinery ; 
why, in the ease of tiic Spider, it has been found ne- 
cessary to provide a rope of such complex structure, 
when in so many Insects a simple, undivided thread, 
drawn from the orifice of a- single tube, like the thread 
of the Silkworm, for instance, was sufficient for all re- 
quired purposes. And here, as in every other case, it 
will be found, on consideration, that a complicated ap- 
paratus has been substituted for a simple one only to 
meet the requirements of strict necessity. The slow- 
moving Caterpillar, as it leisurely produces its silken 
cord, gives time enough for the fluid of which it is 
formed to harden by degrees into a tenacious filament, 
as it is allowed to issue by instalments from the end of 
the labial pipe ; but the habits of the Spider require a 
different mode of proceeding, as its line must be in- 
stantly converted from a fluid into a strong rope, or it 
would be of no use for the purposes it is intended to 
falfil. Let a fly, for example, become entangled in the 
meshes of a Spider's web ; no time is to be lost ; the 
straggling victim, by every effort to escape, is tearing 
the meshes that entangle it, and would soon succeed 
in breaking loose did not its lurking destroyer at once 
rush out to complete the capture and save its net, spun 
with so much labour, from ruin. "With the rapidity of 
thought, it darts upon its prey ; and before the eye of 
the spectator can comprehend the manceuvre, the poor 
fly is swathed in silken bands, until it is as incapable 
■ Insect Aroiiitectute, 337. 
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of moving as an Egyptian mummy. To allow tlie 
Spider to perform such a feat aa this, its thread must 
eridcntly be instantaneously placed at its disposal, 
which would have been impossible had it been a, single 
cord, but being subdivided into numerous filaments, so 
attenuated as we have seen them to be, there is no time 
lost in the drying ; from being fluid they are at once 
converted into a solid rope, ready for immediate ser- 
vice." * 

JS'o doubt you have often admired the exquisite re- 
gularity of those Spiders' webs which are called geo- 
metric ; that of our abundant Garden Spider, for in- 
stance. You have observed the cables which stretch 
from wall to wall, or from bush to bush, in various di- 
rections, to form the scaffolding, on which the net is 
afterwards to be woven ; then you have marked the 
straight lines, like the spokes of a wheel, that radiate 
from the centre to various points of these outwork 
cables, and finally the spiral thread that circles again 
and again round the radii, till an exquisite net of many 
meshes is formed. 

But possibly you are not aware that these lines are 
formed of two quite distinct sorts of silk. It has been 
shown that the cables and radii are perfectly unad- 
hesive, while the concentric or spiral circles are extreme- 
ly viscid. Now the microscope, or a powerful lens, 
will reveal the cause of this difference ; the threads of 
the cables and radii are perfectly simple, while the 
spiral fhreads are closely studded with minute globules 
of fluid, like drops of dew, which, from the elasticity 
of tiie thread, are easily separated from each other. 
These are globules of viscid gum, as is easily proved by 
* Nat. ffist. of Anim. u. 339. 
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touching one or two witli the finger, to which they will 
instantly adhere ; or by throwing a httle fine dust over 
the nest, when the spirals will he found clogged with 
dirt, while the radii and cables remain unsoUed. It is 
these TiBcid threads alone that have the power of de- 
taining the vagrant flies which accidentally touch the 
net. 

The diversity of the secreting organs already al- 
luded to, as well as in the spinnerets, is no doubt con- 
nected with this difference in the character of the silk ; 
and it is worthy of remark that this diversity is 
greatest in such Spiders, as the Epeirm, which spin 
geometric nets. 

Immense is the number of globules of viscidity that 
stud the spiral circles of one of these nets. Mr. Black- 
wall, the able and learned historian of the tribe, has 
estimated that as many as 87,360 such pearly drops oc- 
curred in a net of average dimensions, and 130,000 in 
a large net of fourteen or sixteen inches diameter ; and 
yet a Spider will construct sueh a net, if uninterrupted, 
in less than three-quarters of an hour. 

Scarcely less admirable is the ease and precision 
with which the little architect traverses her perpendic- 
ular or diagonal web of rope ; a still which leaves that 
of the mariner who leaps from shroud to backstay in a 
ship's rigging immeasurably behind. To understand 
it, however, in some measure, look at this last joint of 
one of the feet of our well-used ClvMona. It is a cylin- 
drical rod, ending in a rounded point ; every part of its 
surface is studded with stiff, rather long, homy bris- 
tles, which, springing from the side, arch inward to- 
wards the point. Now this array of spines effectually 
prevents a false step, for if any part of the leg, which 
11* 
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is eufficiently long, only strikes the thread, the latter is 
certain to slip in between the bristles, and thus to catch 
the leg. But more precision than this is requisite ; es- 
pecially when we observe with what delicacy of touch 
the hinder feet are often used to guide the thread as it 
issues from the spinnerets, and particularly witli what 
lightning-like rapidity the larger net-weavers will, with 
the assistance of these feet, roll a dense web of silk 
around the body of a helpless fly, swatlung it up, like 
an Egj'ptian mummy, in many folds of cloth, in an in- 
stant. 

Look, tlien, at the extreme tip of the ultimate joint. 
Two stout hooked claws of dark homy texture are seen 
proceeding from it side by side, and a third of smaller 
size, and more delicate in appearance, is placed be- 
tween tliem, and on a lower level. The former have 
their imder or concave surface set with teeth (eigh- 
teen on each in this example,) very regularly cut, like 
those of a comh, wliich are minute at the commence- 




ment of the series near the base of the claw, and grad- 
ually increase in length to tho tip. These are doubt- 
less sensible organs of touch, feeling and catching tho 
thread ; and they, moreover, act as combs, cleansing 
their hmbs, and probably tlieir webs, from the parti- 
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clfis of dust and other estraneous matter which are 
continually cleaving to them. 

There are Spiders in the sea also. I can show you 
one which is snfficiently common on the southern 
shores, sprawhng and crawling sluggishly among the 
filamentous seaweeds and branching flexible zoophytes. 
Here it is, JSympTion by uame. 

Its most prominent characteristic is the exee^ive 
slendemess of all its parts, but especially its eight legs, 
which are exceedingly lengthened, comprising each 
eight joints, and no thicker than the finest thread. On 
the other hand, the body is reduced to a minimnm ; the 
abdomen, which in the Spiders and Harvestmen of the 
land is so bulky as to constitute the chief volume of the 
animal, is here so minute that you will have some dif- 
ficulty in finding it at all ; it is, in fact, that tiny atom 
of a point that projects between the hindmost pair of 
limbs. The thorax, indeed, is a little more developed ; 
but even this has scarcely any appreciable breadth or 
thicltness, being scarcely more than the extended lino 
formed by the successive points of origin of the limbs. 

The head, however, is distinct and well furnished. 
It is crowned with a short column, much as in the Har- 
vestman, on the summit of which are placed four black 
eyes, set in square ; these, under the magnifying power 
which we are applying to them, gleam like diamonds, 
the light being highly refracted through them. It is 
the high refractive power of these eyes, as of those 
which we have lately been examining, which makes 
them appear black ; for, as I have explained, they are 
really transparent lenses, covered with polished cor- 
nefe, and fui-nished mth the other essentials requisite 
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for the transmission of the rajs of light to the opEic 
nerve, or, as in this case, direct to the hrain. 

In front, you see the head projects into a stout oval 
or cylindrical proboscis, terminating in a email mouth 
and stout jaws, and furnished at the sides with a pair 
of spine-like palpi, and a pair of pincer-claws (modified 
antonnje) somewhat resembling the nippers of a Crab 
or Lobster. 

Such is the outward form of this tiny spcet, the 
whole body of which eeareely equals in dimensions a 
quarter of an inch of sewing cotton. And now I will 
beg your attention to the singular manner in which di- 
gestion is carried on in this atom, which you will dis- 
cern plainly enough through its brown but translucent 
skin. If you look carefully at either of the long, many- 
jointed legs, you will see that it is permeated by a cen- 
tral vessel, the walls of which contract periodically 
■with a pulsation closely resembling that of a heart, by 
which granules or pellucid corpuscles, fl.oating in a cleai 
fluid, are forced forward. There is no uniformity in 
the direction of the pulsatory waves ; sometimes, as in 
the limb we are watching, they proceed from tlie body 
towards the extremity ; but, in some of the others, we 
shall probably find, even at the same moment, that the 
waves have a retrograde course ; and this contrariety 
may occur in two contiguous limbs on the same side 
of the animal. By continuing our observation for 
some nainutes, wo shall find also that its force is vary- 
ing and uncertain ; strong and regular at one time, weak 
and vacillating at another, and sometimes even quite 
intermitted, or at least, quite imperceptible. 

By selecting a limb in which the movements are 
strong, yon may trace the vessel to its termination in a 
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blind sac in tlie last joint but one of tlie limb ; and 
then follow it up to its junction with a great vessel 
which runs longitudinally through the trunk, of which 
all the vessels tliat permeate the limba are branches, 
and whence the circulating globules all proceed. This 
great vessel is the stomach and this circulation is the 
provision for dispersing the nutritive properties of the 
food to all parts of the system. There is in these huna- 
ble and simply organized animals no proper hlood, or, 
at least, none included in a system of arteries and 
veins ; but the products of digestion are carried to tlio 
most distant parts of the body, through this extraordi- 
nary development of the stomach or intestine (both in 
one,) and through this series of blind canals, hy means 
of their own irregular contractions, aided by the mus- 
cular movements of the body and limbs. 

You would scarcely forgive me if I took no oppor- 
tunity of showing you the Cheese-mite, that firet object 
of wonder to every child that looks through a magnify- 
ing glass. And no place so suitable for its introduc- 
tion, as in connexion with its cousins, the Spiders and 
Harvestmen. Well, fortunately, we need not search far 
for specimens ; for here, in the cavity of this almost 
defunct skeleton of a cheese, we can find as many mil- 
lions as you can reasonably desire to select from. Here 
is a fat one ; we'll take him. 

You see with a pocket lens that it has a plump, pol- 
ished oval body, of a pellucid white hue, and eight 
short red legs ; but for more than this we must go to 
the tube. Look at him now, as he lies on his back, 
helplessly sprawling and throwing his feeble legs about, 
in the live-box. 

His oval body is divided by a transverse furrow into 
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thorax and abdomen, like a Beetle's ; and there is an- 
other division between the head and thorax, wherein it 
differs from the Spiders. The first two pair of legs are 
separated by an interval from the last two pairs ; they 
are all of a translucent pale red hue, as is also the head : 
each consists of seven short joints, the last of which 
has a sort of heart-shaped pad, something lite a horse's 
hoof, and a single hooked claw, which works against its 
sole. 

The structure of the head cannot bo seen satisfacto- 
rily otherwise than by crushing the Jlite in the com- 
pressorinm ; a process which, when we remember how 
many thousands we crush down in our oral compresso 
rimn every time we eat ripe cheese, needs not excite 
much compunction. "We must put a drop of water be- 
tween the plates, in order to wash away the opaque 
granules which will escape from the bodies of the ani- 
mals, when the skin, and all the solid parts, will be left 
beautifully clear and distinct. Moreover, by putting 
half-a-dozen specimens in at once, we shall secure them 
pressed in various aspects, and be pretty sure of some 
perfectly flat and symmetrical. 

I have one under such conditions ; the parts of the 
mouth nicely expanded, aud the whole well displayed. 
Now for a higher power ; for, to discern this properly, 
we cannot do with less than 600 diameters. 

Viewed from beneath, we see a broad labium, near- 
ly square, divided at the tip into two blunt points, with 
a sharp notch between them. The two lateral edges are, 
as it were, buttressed by a pair of palpi, which are 
thick, and consist of four joints each ; these are distin- 
guished by the bristles at each joint, though the whole 
are united ; soldered, as it were, to the sides of the lip. 
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Tiie Tipper portion of the mouth is formed hy two 
stout Tnandibles, which are jointed to the front of the 
head, and can he either widely expanded or hronght 
together so as to form a covering to the lahium. They 
are pincer-form, hke the claws of a erah, the two fin- 
gers heiiig strongly toothed on their opposing surfaces. 
They thus form effective prehensile instruments. Tlieso 
mandibles can be advanced separately or together, and 
the whole head can be elevated o 




In the water of ponds we may frequently see, play- 
ing among the sub-aquatic vegetation, brightrcoloured 
Mites ; sometimes rich velvety green, sometimes pur- 
ple, hut more commonly brilliant scarlet ; often curi- 
ously marked with sinuous patterns or spots of black. 
They swim rapidly and evenly by means of rapid row- 
ings with their legs, which are thickly fringed with 
long hairs. I have one here, which seems to he the 
Syd/mxihna histrionica. It is a little, flat, circular, 
cushion- or cake-like creature, scarlet, with foiu" clouds 
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of black OD ita back, about one-sixth of an inch in di- 
ameter. Yon may notice the effective oars which the 
lega form by means of their thick fringe of hair, and in 
particular the power ■which the hind pair possess by 
reason of the enonnonsly by dilated hip-joint, affording 
space for broad and powerful muscles. 

The strncture of the mouth differs greatly from the 
same parts in the Cheese-mite. The palpi here are long 
and perfectly free throughout ; the fourth joint is long 
and slender,' and is curiously hollowed at the end to re- 
ceive the terminal joint, "which forms a short claw, and 
which falls down upon the former. The mandibles, too, 
are not pincers, but consist each of a thick joint qnt off 
obliquely behind, like the nib of a pen, while the other 
extremity is blunt and broad, and bears a strong curved 
claw ; the lip is oval, and cleft in the middle, and is 
i in between the bases of the first pair of legs. 
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CHAPTER XIY. 



WIIEEL-BEAEEliS . 



I MUST now introduce you to a class of animals pecu- 
liarly mieroscopie, since ■without our marvel-eliowing 
instrument they are ■wholly beyond the sphere of hu- 
man cognizance. Tet they have been ever since ita 
invention favourite objects ■with the microscopist ; and 
I am free to confess that, among all the classes of ani- 
mated beings, this of the Hotifera has been ray own 
special delight. Their numerous and varied forms, often 
of remarkable symmetry and elegance, their swiftly- 
revolving wheels, their vigorous and sprightly motions, 
their curious habits and instincts, their complex organi- 
zation, and the ease and correctness ■with which this is 
discerned tJirough their tissues, 'which have the trans- 
parent brilliance of the purest crystal — all combine to 
impart a charm to the Wheel-bearers, which makes the 
observer hail their appearance in liis drops of water 
■with pleasure, and linger over them ■with nnwearied 
delight. 

The peculiarity which specially characterizes them is 
the presence of certain organs called cilia, and their 
arrangement in snch a manner that their motion gives 
to the observer the impression that two toothed wheels 
arc placed on the front of the animal, ■which are iu 
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rapid revolution on their axes. This was believed to 
be the real fact by the earKer niicroscopists, though 
tliey were utterly unable to conceive how such a move- 
ment could consist with parts maintaining an organic 
connexion between themselves. It is, however, an op- 
tical illusion, depending on the nature of ciliary move- 
ment, which therefore I must first endeavor to explain 
to you. 

Cilia are organs which play a very important part 
as instruments of locomotion, aa well as of other func- 
tions, in all the lower forms of animals, and in the early 
stages of some of the higher forms. They are found 
also characterising tho lowest forms of vegetable life, 
giving to them the means of spontaneous locomotion, 
which renders them liable to be mistahen for animals. 
They conaiet of prolongations of the fleshy tissue into 
long and very delicate hairs, which are.endowed with a 
special faculty of motion. This consists of a bending 
down in a given direction to a certain extent of flexure, 
followed by a rapid resuming of the perpendicular ; 
which is however immediately succeeded by like bond- 
ings and straighteninga in alternate gradation. The 
simplest condition of this movement is that in which a 
single cilium only exists, by whose successive lash-like 
beats upon the surrounding water, the animal is rowed 
along as a boat through the sea. But far more com- 
monly cilia are arranged in rows, or in many series of 
rows, in which ease the bending and straightening of 
the individual cilia do not occur otherwise than in strict 
and oi-derly relation to each other. For instance, one 
cilium in a given row begins to bend, the one next to 
it then begins, then the third, then the fourth, and so 
on all precisely in the same direction, all in preciselv 
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the same time, all witli precisely the same force, aud all 
to precisely the same extent. It follows, that before the 
first has completed its heat and resumed the erect posi- 
tion, three or fonr others arc in various degrees of flex- 
ion, regularly graduated ; and that if the eye could 
look laterally at such a row of eilia suddenly arrested 
and fixed as they were, we should see their tips tracing 
a wavy line instead of a straight one. Moreover, since 
the hending of any eilium hrings its tip nearer to its 
succesaor than it was before, and this approximation in- 
creases the farther the flexure proceeds, it follows that 
at the bottom of each wave the tips of the eilia over- 
lap their successors, while the spaces perpendicularly 
above their bases are left more open by the removal of 
their points. 

Hence, in microscopical observation of cihated ani- 
mals, though the individual cilia are too minute to be 
discerned while still, we can readily discern the in- 
creased density (and therefore opacity) of the bottom 
of a wave, contrasted with the increased openness (and 
therefore clearness) of the summit. So that the optical 
effect is that of an alternate succession of dark and 
light spots blending into each other. 

But as no eilium in the series is for two successive 
moments in the same degree of flexure, and as both it and 
all its predecessors and successors are ever urging on 
their perfectly timed and regulated course, the waves 
are never fixed, but always gliding on with a swift but 
beautifully even rapidity. And as it is with the waves, 
so it is with their optical efiect upon the eye ; the black 
and white spots, or rather the black spots with blank 
intervals, appear to be constantly chasing each other in 
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You are then prepared to take a peep at this beau- 
tiful Brachionus pala. A cup of elegant form, swelling 
at the sides and narrowing a little at the mouth, has 
one side of its rim furnished with four spines, the mid- 
dle pair of which are veiy slender, sharp, and needle- 
like ; the other side of the rim is undulated, hut not 
toothed. The hottom of the cup terminates in two 
broad blunted points, — when seen directly in front ; 
but a lateral view considerably modifies the whole form. 
Then you see that the back of the cup is much more 
swollen, the belly-edge being nearly straight, and that 
this latter descends much lower than the dorsal line, the 
bottom being as it were cut away obliquely and slightly 
hollowed. Between the two bottom points, there is a 
round opening, for an object which we shall see pres- 
ently. Such is the shell, or lorica, as it is technically 
called, which is of a rather stiff, elastic consistence, of 
a homy (chitinous) texture, and of the most glassy 
transparency, permitting us to trace every vessel, every 
organ, and every function of the animal within the shell 
with perfect distinctness. The little creature is of un- 
wonted dimensions in its class, for it is one thirty-sixth 
of an in';h in length. Hence it is just visible as a white 
speck moving in the water, to the unassisted eye, while 
a pocket lense reveals its beautiful form. 

Within this translucent- shell you see a confused 
mass of moving viscera, a multitude of irregular sacs 
and bands, lying over each other, whose crowding, 
changing, and vanishing lines distract the attention, and 
prevent you from making out anything definitely. But 
a waved outline of hyaline flesh is protruding from the 
rim of the shell, and now, having reached beyond the 
level of tlie spine-points, it rapidly unfolds into three 



..Google 



WHEEL-BEAKEE8. 261 

broad flattisli lobes, and in an instant each of the two 
lateral ones is crowned by a wheel of dark points in 
rapid horizontal revolution. Is not this a charming 
eight ? Round and round go the wheels, forming two 
perfect crowns, which rotate with uninterrupted and 
unceasing course, smooth and regular, whieli we can 
compare with nothing else than the crown-wheel of a 
watch, if allowed to ran down. 

itTow these are examples of ciliary action. Tiiough 
at first it is almost impossible to persuade oneself that 
there is not an actual rotation of parts, vet this is only 
an illusion, as I have already explained. The waves 
alone move, the cilia themselves retaining their position' 
unchanged except that they alternately bend and erect 
themselves. It may assist your idea of this motion to 
advert to a field of' com, over which a smart breeze ia 
blowing. You see that waves chase each other across 
the field ; but your reason, and indeed your observa- 
tion, tells you, that this appearance is produced entirely 
by the alternate bending and rising of the ears of corn, 
which are of course stationary. 

The beauty and wonderfulness of these ciliary wheels 
are so striking, especially when one sees them for the 
first time, that for a whUe we see nothing else : we can- 
not take our eye off from them. But when you have a 
little satisfied your sense of seeing, you may examine 
other points of interest in this charming little animal. 

The cilia are remarkably stout and long in tills 
genus, but on the middle lobe of the front there are 
other processes of the same character ; but still stouter. 
These too are not properly vibratile, at least they 
do not m:;ke. circular wheels : ordinarily they project 
like stiff erect bristles, or converge towards each other. 
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Between the two middle spines the shell is cut into 
a deep notcii, out of which protrudes, when the wheels 
are expanded, a curious little organ, consisting of a 
couple of fleshy tuT)ea, the one sheathed in telescopio 
fashion within the other, and bearing at its tip a pencil 
of bristles, whieh can in turn be sheathed. This organ 
doubtless represents the united antennae of Insects- 

Eut, you ask, what is that much more eonspicuoua 
organ that is alternately thrust out and drawn back at 
tlie bottom of the shell, and that is so nimbly whisked 
about in all directions, looking, with its numberless 
transverse wrinkles, and its little fingers at the tip, so 
like an elephant's trunk in miniature? This is the 
creature's foot ; the only one he has ; and as I said the 
little tubular telescope represents the two antennsE fused 
into one, so we must consider that this flexible member 
represents all the six pairs of an Insect's legs united, 
or perhaps, more philosophically, one of the pairs, the 
rest being obsolete. It must not be considered as a tail, 
not only from its function, whieh ie decidedly that of 
locomotion, hut also from its position on the ventral 
side of the intestinal orifice. It is a curious organ, 
capable of great elongation or, at the will of the animal, 
of entire retraction within the abdomen ; and this in an 
ijistant : while, as you observed, it is flung about, and 
dashed from side to side, and bent hither and thither 
with a sort of insane energy. The means by which 
these movements are performed, you may easily discern 
in several pairs of muscular bands which run through- 
out its whole length, their upper insertions being placed 
high up on the interior of the shell, where, during eon- 
traction, you may see them swollen into thick bulbs. 

The foot terminates in two short conical fingers or 
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toes, wliieh can "be drawn in or extended, widely sepa- 
rated or broTigit into contact, at pleasure. By means 
of these the animal has the power of mooring itself, 
even to the smooth surface of glass ; and that eo firmly 
that from them it can stretch itself in all directions hy 
tarns, now and then shating itself to and fro with sud- 
den violence, as if iiTitated, yet -without letting go its 
foot-hold. 

"While thus anchored, the action of the ciliary -wheels 
produces considerable whirlpools in the suiTounding 
water, as you will see very distinctly when we have 
recourse to a curious but simple expedient, first in- 
vented by Gleichen and since much used byEhrenberg, 
of mixing some colouring matter -with the water in 
which the animal is, I take a little carmine with a 
wetted hair-pencil, aa if I were going to colour a draw- 
ing, and allow a small portion of the pigment to diffuse 
itself in the water which is in the five-box, then, put- 
ting on the -cover, I quickly replace the -whole on the 
stage, and re-find my little Brachion : and now I again 
submit it to your observation. 

The whole field is now filled with scattered granules 
of irregular form and size, of a dark-red hue. These 
ai'e the particles of carmine floating in the water ; par- 
ticles of alumina, that is to say, stained with cochineal. 
They are in motion, and their movement is more ener- 
getic the nearer they are to the little animal, which is 
rotating vigorously in the midst of them. They describe 
two great circles, concentrical with the two wheels of 
the Brachionus, and it is easy to see that their rotations 
are the cause of the movement. The motion of the 
cilia communieates itself to the surrounding water, and 
produces circular currente, into which every floating 
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atom within a certain distance is drawn, and in wliioh 
it tlien continues to whirl round with a rapidity which 
increases as it approaches the centre of rotation. 

But the BTOchionus suddenly lets go its foot-hold, 
and a surprising change takes place. IJ^o more currents 
are made in the water, but the animal itself glides 
swiftly away head foremost with an even course, reyolv- 
ing on its axis as it goes. "What is the immediate cause 
of its movement ? The ciliary action which before 
produced vertical currents. 

In order to explain this, let me suggest to you a 
homely comparison. Suppose you see a boat on a still 
lahe, and in it a man pulling a pair of oars. He pulls 
vigorously, but the boat does not move an inch, and 
you perceive that she is fast moored ; a rope holds her 
to a post on the bank. But does the man's rowing 
produce no effect ? Oh yes ; the successive strokes of 
his oars upon the water have communicated motion to 
the fluid, and a strong current is made on each side of the 
boat, in a direction opposite to that in which he strives 
to row her forward, the force of which is felt to a dis- 
tance proportionate to the vigour and continuance of 
his pulling. The reason of this is that the boat is fixed, 
and all the force of the impact is spent on the water. 

But now another man approaches the post and un- 
ties the rope. Instantly the boat glides ahead, and 
continnea to do so, urged by the repeated strokes of the 
oars, whose effect on the water in making currents is 
now slight and imperceptible. The reason of this is, 
that the water is now the fixed body (or nearly such), 
and the force of the impact is mainly spent on the 
movable boat. 

The Brachionus is the boat, its cilia arc the oars, 
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and its foot is. the rope. As long as this last maintains 
its hold, the whole force of the ciliaiy stroke is spent on 
tlie water, and currents are the result ; but aa soon as 
this hold is broken, the force acts on the animal (=boat), 
which is thus rowed rapidly forwards. 

The use of the cilia in this latter case is obvious. 
They enable the little animal to rove about at its way- 
ward will ; and doubtless motion is as pleasant and 
necessary to it as to the fish in the sea or the bird in 
the air. But what is the object of their Tigorous rota^ 
tion, when the animal chooses to maintain a firm hold 
with its foot ? What is the use of rowing a boat, if 
jou do not choose to let go the painter ? 

To solve this enigma, let us search up our little Braeh- 
ion once more ; he will not roam long before he settle so- 
berly again. Tes, here I have him moored. Now, mark 
carefully the vortices, which are so vigorously circling 
around the animal's front, and you will perceive that 
the movement is not a strictly circular one, but that 
each whirlpoot has an outlet close to the cilia ; for the 
accumulated and condensed particles of pigment, after 
many rotations, pass off in a united stream between the 
two crowns, and go away horizontally in a line from 
the ventral side of the front. That is to say, eaeli vor- 
tex pours off its accumulation at a point on the inner 
side of the ciliary circle, and the two streams, uniting, 
pass off from the lip of the shell, to be drawn in again, 
however, by and by, when the centrifugal force is ex- 
hausted. 

Now this stream passes immediately over the mouth, 

which is an opening in the flesh of the front, forming a 

deep cleft on the ventral side, the lips of which, as ^so 

the whole interior of the tube of which it is the orifice, 

12 
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arc rielily covered 'with eilia. A certain _portion of the 
atoma are thus arrested by these ciUa, and are hurled 
by their vibrations down this gulf. Yet not all, nor 
nearly all ; for the lips appear to possess the sense of 
taste, or of some modification of touch, -which enables 
them to refuse or receive the atoms presented to them, 
eo that only such particles pass down the throat as are 
selected for food. Some of the atoms of pigment are 
admitted, and one of the most pleasing sights connected 
with these animals, is to watch the swallowing of col- 
oui-ed food, its reception into the singular sunken 
mouth, where tlie great powerful jaws act upon it: 
thence its dismissal through the gullet, where certain 
glands pour upon it their secretions into the stomach, 
where other glands, answering to a liver, change it, 
and thence into the intestine and rectum, until its in- 
digestible portion is discharged through the eloacal 
orifice. 

The object of the mingling of colour with the water 
in which these and similar animals are.held for obser- 
vation, was the tracing of the phenomena of digestion. 
And, indeed, it renders the whole process beautifully 
distinct ; for, from the transparency of the tissues, the 
presence of the coloured pellet ia everywhere recognis- 
able, since it retains its fonn and hue under all its 
changes, clearly revealing to us the shape, dimensions, 
and directions of the various canals through which it 
passes ; here and there diffusing throughout the vis- 
eus in which it is held a beautiful roseate hue, more 
or less deep, without, however, losing its own definite 
outline. 

Let me now direct your attention to the organs de- 
voted to the seizing and mastication of the food. And 
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the more because the form of these organs in the Boti- 
fera is quite peculiar — quite unlike what is found in 
any other class of animals, though tlie parts are essen- 
tially the same as those which we have ah-eady seen as 
entering into the mouth in Insects. 

Kemoving tlie cannine-stained water, I piit into tho 
Ijpe-box a drop from a vase very rich in organisms of 
many kinds. Among these 
you see very numerous the 
mnlberry-iike clusters of 
that beautiful green crea- 
ture, Syncrypta -volvox, 
which is now pretty gen- 
erally considered a plant, 
tliongh from its sponta- 
neous motion, swimming 
evenly along, revolving on 
ifs axis as it goes, you 
would he inclined to agree 
with earlier observers in 
thinldng it an animal. 
These appear to he favor- 
ite morsels with the Bra- 
chion; ono has alreadv 
been devoured, and is 
quite visible in tiie ah- 
mentary canal, its hrilliaut 
green hue shining out bk*[i.to>us. 

through the translucent viscera and tissues. Others arc 
approaching, and two or three are just now drawn into 
the vortex of tIio ciliary current. It is amusing to see 
the mauceuvres which the Brachionus makes to take 
his prey. I say mancenvres, for thcro really seem to be 
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perception and intelligence, Tlie mode in which it di- 
rects its ciliiited flaps towards the epot where a Syn- 
erypta is whirling, or suddeiilj stretches forwai'd to tlie 
extent of a long foot, as if it would seize the prey by 
force, seems to indicate a cognizance of its proximity ; 
as do also, still more, the manner in wliicii it depresses 
the lip-like lobe of the rotatory organ on one side, when 
the prey is in the vortex on that side, and the eager 
haste with which it shrinks down into its shell the in- 
stant the little mulberry drops at length into the throat. 

But now comes the tag of war ; the black, mill- 
stone-like jaws open wide and stretch forward to grasp 
the little victim (which is still distinctly visible throngh 
the transparent tissues) : they touch the globular envel- 
ope, but cannot c[uite grasp it. The Brachion re- 
doubles its efforts ; the jaws gape vigorously, but can 
only scrape the sides of the little globe, which at every 
touch slips away, the expanse of the jaws being not 
quite sufficient to embrace it. 

At last the little animal becomes indignant ; the 
jaws no more endeavour to grasp, but, with a very dis- 
tinct and sudden upward jerk throw out the prey; 
which until now has been retained and pressed down- 
ward by the contraction of the sides of the sensitive 
throat. Strange to see, the little Synory;pta, after all 
its imprisonment and rough handling, is no sooner free 
than it whirls merrily away, revolving as it pursues its 
even ciliary course, just as if no interruption of its free- 
dom had occurred. 

Meanwhile, however, better success attends the 
Braehion's hunting ; for a smaller globe has sunk into 
the throat, and passes with a gulp into the mouth, be- 
tween the gaping jaws, which instantly close upon it, 
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and, working vigorously, bruise it down with a ham- 
mer-like action upon a sort of central talilc. After this 
process has gone on for a few minutes tlio green mass, 
less perfectly defined than before, slips through a nar- 
row postern-gate, along a short narrow alley, into the 
digesting stomach. 

But what sort of a mouth ia this ? It is inclosed 
within the tissues of the body, not very far from its 
centre, so that no part of it comes into contact with the 
external water, or even approaches any pai-t of the su- 
perficies of the body. It has been usual to call the great 
hemispheric bulk in which the symmetrical hammers 
work so vigorously, a gizzard, but it is a true mouth, 
and the hammers are true jaws. 

This form of mouth is termed a mastaa) y it consists 
of a dense but transparent muscular mass, forming 
three lobes at its lower part, deeply eleft at the front of 
its ventral side where the passage which I have called 
the throat, but which is more correctly designated the 
buccal funnel, enters. "Within this muscular bulb are 
placed two bent organs like hammers, called mo^i^i, 
and a third eenti'al table, called the incus. The mallei 
approach each other dorsally, while the incus is placed 
towards the ventral side, its stem pointing obliquely 
away from the centre. 

Each malleus consists of two portions, nnited by a 
free but powerful hinge-joint. The lower joint (incmu- 
irimn) is shaped somewhat like a shoulder-blade ; and 
the upper joint {uncus) is set on at nearly a right angle 
to it, but is capable of considerable change of direction 
Dy means of its hinge. It consists of five or six finger- 
like teeth, connected by a tliin web of membrane. 

The incus also consists of several distinct pieces. 
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The principal or two stout rami, resting on what ap- 
pears, when jou look at the back or heUy of the ani- 
mal, to be a slender foot-stalli {fvlcruiri). But when 
yon get a lateral view the foot-stalk is seen to be only 
the edge of a thin plate, to the upper edge of which 
are jointed the rami, in such a manner that they can 
open and close, lilie the blades of a pair of shears. 
Each ramus is a thick, three-sided piece, with the nppcr 
side hollow, and the inner flat, and in contact with that 
of its fellow, in a state of repose. Tlie imeus of each 
malleus falls into the concavity of its corresponding 
ramus, and is fastened to it by a stout triangular mus- 
cle, which allows some freedom of motion. 

Many muscles are inserted into various parts of 
these organs, and into the walls of the mastax, which 
impart various and complex motions to all the parts. 
Thus, as wo have seen, they are 
adapted to the various func- 
tions of month-organs, those of 
grasping, holding, brnising, and 
chewing food. 

The mallei con-espond with 
the mandibles of Insects ; and 
the rami of the incus with tlie 
maxillfe ; while the walls of 
tlie mastax with the two edges 
MocTO OF DEiCHioBira. (jf jjs orifice correspond with 
the month, with its labrum and labium. 

It is true we are somewhat startled to find a mouth 
placed far down within the cavity of tlie breast; but 
there are other forms in this class, some of which I may 
be able to show yon, where the mastax has essentially 
the same etrncture, iu which it is i>laced at tlie front 
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margin of tlic body, from whicli the jaws can be freely 
protruded. The difficulty will seem less if yon -weigh 
the following considerations : — 

The integument in the Sotifera is very flexible 
and, especially in the frontal regions, is extremely in- 
vertible. In those genera in which the mouth appara- 
tus can be bronght into contact with the external water, 
it is ordinarily, to a greater or less degree, retracted 
within the body, hy the inversion of the surrounding 
parts of the exterior, while, in those genera in which it 
is permanently inclosed, analogy requires us to consider 
tlie condition as induced by a similar inversion, but of 
permanent duration. If we imagine the head of a soft- 
bodied Insect-larva retracted to a great degree (as is 
done partially by many Dipterous larvfe), the skin of the 
thoracic segments would meet together in front, around 
a purse-like opening, which would be the orifice of such 
a buccal funnel as exists in most Hotifera. In the 
latter, it is the normal condition ; in the former, it is 
merely accidental and temporary. 

"We need not devote any more minute consideration 
to the digestive apparatus in our little Erachion, but 
there are some other points in its structure which are 
worth noticing. In the central line of the body, just 
above the mouth, aa yon see the animal in a dursal 
view, there is a square speck of a rich crimson hue, the 
edges of which, when we view it under reflected light, 
glitter and sparkle like a precious stone. But when 
we obtain a perfectly lateral view, we perceive that the 
situation of this gem-lite speck is considerably nearer 
the dorsal side of the shell than the mouth, and that it 
fonns a wart-shaped prominence on a large turbid mass 
which occupies the whole front portion of the animal. 
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By comparison of tliia organ -witli the corresponding 
parts in other genera, there is cyeiy reason to infer that 
thia tnrbid mass is an enormous hrain, the nervous 
matter being in a vciy diffuse condition ; and that the 
mby seated on it is an eye, consisting of a crystalline 
lens, and a layer of crimson pigment beneath it. 

The oval bodies that you see attached to the hinder 
part of the shell are eggs. Most of the females that 
we meet with carry one or more, sometimes to the num- 
ber of six or seven. The specimen ive are exanainiag 
had two at first, one on each side the foot-orifice ; but 
just now a third was excluded — an operation which 
occupied but an instant — and this took its place be- 
sides the former two, so that we now see three. These 
eggs are generally carried by the parent until the 
young are hatched. The oldest of these three is nearly 
ready for hatching, and if you watch awhile you will 
see the birth of the young. At first exclusion, the egg 
which was seen some time before in the ovary, as a 
semi-opaque mass, of well-defined but irregular shape, 
immediately assumes a form perfectly elliptical, and its 
coat hardens into a brittle shell. This is so transparent 
that the whole process of maturation can be watched 
within the shell. The yelk is at first a turbid mass, in 
which are many minute oil-globnies. Soon it divides 
into two masses, then into four, then into eight, sixteen, 
and 80 on, by the successive cleavage of each division, 
as fast is it is made, till these divisions are very nu- 
merous. Then we begin to see spontaneous move- 
ments ; the outline of the young separates in parts 
from the wall of its prison, folds arc seen here and 
there, and fitful contractions and turnings take place. 
Soon an undefined spot of red appears, which gradually 
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acquires depth of tint and a definite form, and we re- 
cognise the eye. Slight waves are seen eroseing one 
end of the egg ; these become more and more vigorous 
and rapid, and at length we see that here is the situa- 
tion of the frontal ciUa. The mastax appears, and tho 
jaws, and soon the latter begin to work; though it 
must be only by way of practice, for it is hard to im 
agine what they can yet find to masticate. 

All these phenomena have successively appeared in 
the egg we are now watching ; and at this moment 
you see the crystalline little prisoner, writhing and 
turning impatiently within its prison, striving to burst 
forth into liberty. 

Now a crack, like a line of light, slioots round one 
end of tlie egg, and in an instant the anterior third of 
the shell is forced off, and the wheels of the infant 
Braelhon are seen rotating as perfectly as if the little 
creature had had a year's practice. Away it glides, 
the very image of its mother, and swims to some dis- 
tance before it casts anchor, beginning an independent 
life. At the moment of the escape of the young, the 
pushed-oif lid of the egg resumes its place, and the e^ 
appears nearly whole again, bat empty and perfectly 
hyahne, with no evidence of its fractm-e, except a slight 
interruption of its outline, and a very faint line running 

This is a female young : the male is totally unlike 
the female, and is very much smaller. "We can always 
tell whether an egg is going to produce male or feqiale 
young, by the great difference in its size, the female 
being more than twice the bulk of the male egg. All 
of one brood are of the same sex ; we never see a BracJi- 
tonus with male and female eggs at the same time 
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Wbat is very strange, is, that the male has no sheli, no 
spines, no mouth, no jaws, no stomach, no intestines ; 
no ciliary ■wheels ; its cilia, which are very long and 
powerful, heing arranged in one circle round the whole 
front. Its movements are exceedingly fleet. 

Perhaps you are tired of Braohionus, and are ready 
to cry out "Ohe! jamsatisl"* Well, then, I will 
turn him off and show yon another elegant little crea- 
ture the Whiptail {Ilastigocerca awinata). I have 
here in a bottle some stalks of the "Water-Horsetail 
{Chara vulgaris), which I obtained in a pond a few 
weeks ago. These I examine in this way. Taking hold 
of the Chara with a pair of pliers, I pull it partially 
out of water, and, allowing it to rest on the neck 
of the bottle, I cut off with a pair of scissors, or with a 
penknife on my nail, about one-fourth of an inch of the 
tips of three of four leaves, which adhere together by 
their wetness. These tips I place in the live-box with a 
drop of water, and having separated them with a 
needle, I put on the cover, and examine them with a 
triple pocket lens ; holding up the box perpendicularly, 
not opposite the light, but obliquely, so that the field 
is dark ; but the light reflected and refracted by the 
animalcules shows them out beautifully white and dis- 
tinct even the minute ones. The forms and some char- 
acters of the middling and larger can be quite dis- 
cerned thus ; for example, the slender tail of the one I 
am now going to show you, I can thus see. The posi- 
tion of any particular individual to be examined being 
thus marked, it is readily put under the object-glass of 
the microscope, I have found these leaves very pro- 

* " dear ! quite enough of this 1 " 
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(lactive of tlie more stationaiy aniinalciiles, tlie Soti- 
fera especially. 

It ■was in this way I this morning found the pretty 
and delicate little Whiptail, which I am going to make 
the subject of our evening's study. It is inclosed in a 
glassy shell {lonca) of a long oval form, from which 
rises on the front half of the back a thin ridge which 
in the middle has a height nearly equal to half the 
diameter of the body, but tapere off at each end. Its 
base is con'ugated with wrinkles. This is not set on 
symmetricallyj but leans over considerably to the right 
side. Its basal portion is hollow, and is continuous 
with the general cavity of the shell, for we sometimes 
see portions of the viscera in its interior. 




The liea(l of the animal is rounded, and divided 
into several blunt eminences or lobes, which are set 
with cilia ; these rotate constantly, but irregularly and 
feebly, and do not make manifest wheels, as BracJi- 
iontis does. A small antenna projects from the back 
of the head, capable of being erected or inclined, A 
long brain descends along the base of the ridge, carry- 
ing a bright and rather large crimson eye set like a wart 
on its interior angle. 

Instead of the flexible and contractile foot of Sraoh- 
ionus, the "Whiptail has a single horny spine of great 
slenderness, and exceeding in length the whole body. 
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This spine probably represents not tlie foot, but one of 
the toes at tlie end of tlie foot. For it is attached to a 
very short foot, in the midst of two or three bract-like 
spines, one of which, longer than the rest, and distinct- 
ly mevable, probably represents the other toe undevel- 
oped. The long spine ia set on by a proper joint, a 
globose bulb being inserted into a socket, which allows 
it free motion, in all directions except backward. The 
socket itself is contained in a second joint, the basal 
part of which is inserted at some distance within the 
aperture of the lorica. This articulation is formed by 
an infolding of the sliin, but is permanent in its po- 
sition. 

The most remarkable circumstance connected with 
this elegant little animal is the unusual form of the 
dental apparatus, which differs so immensely from that 
of Brachionus, that we should never recognise them as 
being the same organs, if wo had not numerous inter- 
mediate links, which by insensible gradations connect 
the two remote forms. 

The mastax is a somewhat slender sac, much pro- 
duced in length, and with the component lobes greatly 
and irregularly developed. The incus has a fulcrum, 
of great length and slenderness, a straight rod with a 
dilated foot. The Tami are small, and pineer-shaped, 
but with the angles greatly produced. The maUei have 
long, slender, incurved 'ma/nvhria, and simple iinci. 

But the remarkable circumstance is the non-sym- 
metrical character of the apparatus. The left side is 
much more developed than the right. The left angle 
of the incus descends to a greater distance than the 
right ; and its extremity is dilated into an expansion, 
with several irregular points, to which muscular threads 
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are attaclied. The ramus also of the same side ia 
larger than its fellow ; so with the maUei. The m<mu- 
hriiim of the right is comparatiTely short, very slender, 
and of tmiform thickness ; with a long, slender, rod- 
like uncus, doubly bent in the middle. The left is 
much longer, irregularly swollen, clubbed at the artic- 
ulation, and bearing a thick, curved, knotted imcus, 
which terminates at a point not precisely opposite the 
tip of its fellow. These circumstances, combined with 
the unsymmetrical character of the dorsal ridge, of the 
foot-spine, and of some other organs, render this genua 
a highly curious one to the naturaHst. 

The Httle Whiptai) is as lively in its motions as it 
is elegant in its form. When swimming, it glides witli 
considerable swiftness through the water, turning fre- 
quently on its course, and often partially revolving on 
its long axis. When inclosed, as is often the case, by 
two fragments of the filamentous Chara, it travels 
along the sides of its inclosure, nibbling, as it goes, 
the floccoee and sedimentary deposits on the surfaces 
of the leaves. Tlie long epine-foot ia commonly carried 
inertly after it ; when the animal suddenly turns, of 
courae the tail ia bent at the basal joint, but it ie not 
habitually whisked about, as ia the tail of Brachi&rms, 
nor is it so much used as a support or turning point. 
The animal has the power of so using it, however, and 
of adhering with considerable force to the glass of the 
box or the side of a phial, by its point. 

"We have hitherto looked at our Motif era by trans- 
mitted light, and their crystalline transparency renders 
them beautiful objects when thus exhibited. But we 
will now look at the "WMptail by the direct light of 
the sun upon it, condensed, but not to a burning point, 
by the bull's-eye lens. 
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It now possesses a peculiar l^eauty of another char- 
acter. The body generally is colourless as a vase of 
glass, hut reflects the rays brightly from its polished 
surface. An advancing egg in the ovary is opaque 
white, as is the front part of the mastax ; the stomach 
and intestine filled with vegetable matter are of a 
yellow-green ; the rotating head appears of a pale 
blue, and the eye shines out as a speck of opaque ver- 
milion. 

"With the dipping-tube I will now talse up a drop 
of water from the bottom of the Chara-j&T, allowing a 
little of the loose sediment to flow in also. This is a 
random cast ; we know not what we may get, though 
we are pretty sure to catch something. Now then for 
the examination. Ha ! here is the curious Skeleton 
Wheel-bearer Dinocharis pociU'um ; — nay, several of 
them. 

This genus is remarkable for possessing true joints 
in- the foot ; not merely telescopic inversions of tho 
skin, but permanent articulations with swoUen con- 
dyles, resemhKng those of the anteifti^ of a beetle. 
Hence the Skeleton has great freedom and precision 
of motion ; using the tips of the long toes as a fixed 
point, it throws its body hither and thither to a great 
distance, with remarkable agility. These joints admit 
of forward and lateral flexure, but you never see the 
body brought backward beyond a perpendicular po- 
sition, the swelling of the terminal portion of each artic- 
ulation precluding further motion in that direction ; 
just as the joints of our knees and elbows permit bend- 
ing in one direction but not in the other. 

This is another indication that these dii'isions are 
tiiie joints ; and I direct your attention to the point, 
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because tlie fact lielps to indicate that this class of 
animaJs has its proper affinities with the Aeticclata, 
which has been denied bv xaost natiuahsts 




The forin is curious. Elevated at the summit of a 
long foot, consisting of three joints, which surmount 
two imusualiy lengthened and slender toes, is a vase- 
shaped lorica, which is three-sided. Its surface is 
covered all over with minute points, very closely set, 
so that it resembles shagreen ; besides which it forms 
numerous sharp ridges, which run aci'oss transversely. 
The two sides run off into thin lateral wings, which 
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come to a sharp edge ; the back angle also forms a 
ridge, but less sharp and thin. In fi-ont, the shell, or 
lorica, is as it were cut oiT abruptly, like the rim of a 
goblet, but out of this rises a second column, connected 
■with the rim by an elastic membrane, which allows 
some freedom of motion. This column is widely di- 
vided in front and behind, and rises to a point on each 
side. When the rotatory front is withdrawn, these 
points approach and meet, closing the orifice ; but 
when the head is protruded they are widely separated. 

Internally, we see the usual viscera contained in so 
narrow a cavity that we are ready to suppose the walls 
of the lorica miusnally thick; this is," however, an 
optical illusion, dependent on its dilatation into those 
angnlar wings already noticed. Tlie cavity penetrates 
into them ; for in one of these specimens I see those 
curious convoluted threads that are believed to be con- 
nected with respiration, within the lateral wings. The 
stomachs are generally full of green and brown food, 
but they will not imbibe carmine. 

Let us look, however, a moment longer at the sin- 
gular foot. Between the first and second joints there 
are two projecting spines; these differ much indiffer- 
ent individuals as to their length, slendemess, and di- 
rection ; sometimes being quite short, at others as long 
as the toes ; generally, they arch downwards, but oc- 
casionally they stand out straight, or even curve up- 
wards. In some specimens these spines appear to be 
processes of the first joint, bnt in others we can see dis- 
tinctly that they belong to a little intermediate piece 
between the first and second apparent joints . Between 
the two toes, on the hinder aspect, projects from the 
last joint a small spine, which is perhaps the rudiment 
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of a third toe, since we find that nuniher in some genera 
of this class. The whole foot, including the -toes, ia 
rongh with the sliagrcon-like points that cover the 
lorica. 

You have already noticed the rapidity and fitful 
irregularity which the long and many-jointed foot con- 
fers upon the movements of this curious little form. 
From the toe-tipa, as a point of adhesion, it throws its 
"body to and fro, or from side to side, in a peculiar 
manner. The toes are sometimes sprawled out, like the 
legs of an expanded pair of compasses, and sometimes 
the joints of the foot are suddenly bent in zig-zag fash- 
ion, and then as abruptly straightened, Tlie animal 
swims gracefully, but only with moderate swiftness, 
the rotatory erown of cilia being small though forming 
the usual vortices when the animal is moored ; while 
thus swimming, the toes are gracefully stretched be- 
hind, nearly in contact with each other. It is lively 
in its motions, but these seem performed without any 
ostensible object ; we do not often see it attempt to eat, 
or nibble at any substance. 

I think we never find the Skeleton except among 
the sediment at the bottom of the water in which it is 
kept ; among which also we frei^nently see the remains 
of defunct specimens — the skeleton of the Skeleton ; 
tlijs itself makes a pretty object : the lorica, with its 
points and ridges, the thoracic column, the foot with its 
joints and spines, and the toes, being perfectly preserved, 
and rendered even more clear than during life, because 
of the removal of all the soft internal parts by decay, 
and by the efforts of those little scavengers, the smaller 
species of infusorial animalcules. These quickly find 
their way into the interior of any dead animal with a 
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shelly case, as a Wiieel-bearer, a Water-flea, or an In- 
sect, and soon devour every particle of soft flesh, clean- 
ing out the case in the most tidy manner. 

Here is a tiny subject which ivill test your powers 
of observation, and possibly jonr patience, in satisfac- 
torily defining its structure, partly on account of its swift 
motion and irregular leaps, and partly on account of its 
extreme transparency. It is a crystalline cnp, some- 
what like the body of a wine-glass, without any foot, but 
bearing many flat sword-sliaped processes, which, pro- 
ceeding from the breast, commonly lie flat on each side, 
down the body, the points projecting below. These are 
evidently stiff and highly elastic, and their use is mani- 
fest to any one who sees the creature in active motion. 
It swims with a rapid gliding progi-ess, head foremoet, 
but at almost every moment it makes a sudden forcible 
jerk or leap backwards or to one side, and that so 
quickJy that the eye often cannot follow it in the tran- 
sition. The organs by which these jumps are effected 
are the long breast-spines, which are suddenly thrown 
out in various directions, and they may frequently be 
seen extended the instant after a leap. When we con- 
sider that the creature is jerked often four or five times 
its own length, through so dense a fluid, we shall per- 
ceive how strong the muscular action must he which 
moves the lever-like spines. The creature is thrown 
irregularly, often with the side foremost, or the back, 
or made to perform a somersault in the act. It is prob- 
ably a sensitiveness to danger or annoyance that 
prompts these violent leaps ; at least, it frequently 
performs them, after a momentary examination of any 
floating matter with which its course brings it into 
contact. 
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Tlie rotatory organs, the source of the common glid- 
ing motion, are not very large or conspicuous ; the 
cilia appear to he set all along the hrow. The eye is 
very noticeahle : it is placed near the front and seems 
to be of a deep bluish-blaek hue. 

I have not, however, as yet introduced the nimble 
little stranger by name. "We may call it familiarly the 
Sword-bearer, but Professor Elirenberg has named it 



This eminent authority on all that concerns these 
minute forms has placed the species among those which 
are destitute of a homy loriea or shell. But he is cer- 
tainly in error here, for, as you may see, there is mani- 
festly a Dtift' loriea, which covers the back and sides, 
hut which gapes widely in the middle of the under 
side, thi-oughout its length. From the lateral points, 
however, a membrane maybe seen for a short distance, 
which doubtless protects tho viscera fmm actual ex- 
posure. 

The sword-hke fins appear to be twelve in number, 
arranged in groups, or bundles, of three each ; one 
bundle being set on each side of the dorsal, and one 
on each side of the ventral aspect, at about one fifth of 
the entire length from the frontal points. These are 
all that we can ordinarily count ; but I have seen 
more : one day, while examining a specimen that 
presented a vertical aspect to vae—end-on, to speak 
famiharly— the fins being all expanded, I saw with 
perfect distinctness a seventh pair, proceeding from the 
middle of the breast. They are fiat, thin, narrow 
blades, of exceeding delicacy ; all distinctly serrated 
on both edges, the teeth pointing from the base out- 
ward ; each is strengthened by a central rib. They 
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are jointed independently, on romided Bhelly tnoba, 
and are doubtless moved by strong muscles. Under 
pressure, the tnobs and the fins are brought out with 
beautiful distinctness. Here again we have true 
jointed limbs. 

On the front you may discern a pair of tiny an- 
tennsB, each bearing a pencil of very fine bristles. 
And just below the level of their base, in the centre of 
the dorsal region, you see the large eye, of a deep red 
hue, so deep that it frecLuently looks as if it were ac- 
tually and intensely black. Just below the eye appa- 
rently, but considerably more towards the ventral as- 
pect, there is a huge mastax, occupying almost half the 
length of the whole body. The jaws are very simple 
in their constraction, and therefore very instructive, 
for they contain the same elements as in Srachiomis ; 
but from their excessive tenuity, and for other reasons 
connected with the form of the animal, they are calcu- 
lated to tax to the utmost your perseverance and skill 
in manipulation to resolve them. They were an enig- 
ma to me for years. 

The great mastax is pear-shaped, pointing obliquely 
towards the middle of the belly, TTiis form is owing 
to the great length of the fidcruin, and the wide cur- 
vature of the mall&l. Tlie rami are very broad, some- 
what square at their base, fiat, but much arched longi- 
tudinally. They open and shut vigorously, with a 
snapping action, but are not protruded from the front ; 
their wholo interior edges come into contact, Tlie 
mallei are simple slender bent rods, appai-ently without 
distinct articulation. During Ufe they arc thick and 
irregular in outline, owing to their being invested with 
dense muscles ; as is the whole upper portion of the 
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mastax. These muscles conceal or disguise the form 
and action of tlie parts during life, but the introduction 
of a drop of solution of potash into the water instantly 
dissolves away the fleshy parts, leaving the solid or- 
gans, or those composed of chitino, beautifully clear, 




and fit for observ'ation. AVithout this aid it would 
be impossible to resolve the structure of these minute 
animals. 

The little Sword-bearer, like the BracMonus, carries 
its eggs attached to the hinder part of its body, for 
some time after they are discharged ; the minute gi'een 
oval bodies that you see sticking to the side of this 
specimen, are not, however, eggs, but parasitic animal- 
cules {Colacium vesiculosum), which vei-y frec[Uently 
infest this species, adhering to various pohits of the 
shell, and oven to the sword-fine. 
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"WTiat I have now to submit for your examination 
is one of the rarest species of the class, and certainly 
not the least singular in its form. It is the Ti'ipod 
Wheel-hearer {Actinurua Meptuniiis). When fully ex- 
tended, its length exceeds that of almost every other 
species, for it reaches about one-twentieth of an inch, 
but its extreme thread-like slendemess precludes the 
unassisted eye from taking cognizance of it, as its thick- 
ness, even when greatest, is not more than one six- 
hundredth of an inch, 

From this excessive length and tenuity, the appear- 
ance of the creature is veiy remai'kable. It may he 
likened to a cylindrical tube, out of which protrude a 
great number of draw-tubes from 
both extremities, principally tlie 
posterior one. Those in front ter- 
mmite in an oval proboscis, wliich 
ha^ ing a sort of finger at its ex- 
tiemity, and two eyes, with an 
mtcnnal tube projecting oblique- 
h backwards, presents, when 
viL\\ed laterally, a strong resem- 
blance to the head of a rabbit, the 
antenna representing the ears. In 
fiont, and just below this head- 
like proboscis, is a double swell- 
ing, containing the rotatory or- 
gans, which are small and seldom 
unfolded. The cj'cs are deep black ; probably, as in 
the last example, a rod of great intensity. When tlie 
head is withdrawn, the integument is very clearly seen 
to be introverted. Tlie body consists of one long cylin- 
drical tube, whicli receives three or four short joints to 
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complete the abdomen ; at tlie dorsal aspect of the ex- 
tremity of the last of these ia the cloaca ; at this point 
the diameter is already very much attenuated ; but 
there are eight or nine more joints which constitute the 
foot, and these are of extreme slenderness. Towards 
the extremity, two proceeees are given off behind, each 
consisting of a cliib-sliaped piece, with a slender bristle 
at the tip. The foot terminates in three long, slender, 
cylindrical divergent toes, which are flexible, and com- 
monly bent outward ; they are equal in thickness, and 
truncate. These are often retracted in vai'ious degrees, 
even when the foot is otherwise extended. 

Owing to the slendemess of the body, the viscera 
are greatly elongated. The mastax, as usual- in this 
family, consists of two hemispheres (eaeb bearing two 
teeth, set transversely, but converging to the centre) ; 
it is situated at a considerable distance from the wheels, 
and is reached by a long buccal funnel. The digestive 
canal is a long sac, apparently vmdivided ; it origi- 
nates directly from the mastax, with, I think, two small 
basal glands ; its posterior extremity becomes grad- 
ually tapered to the cloaca. In the specimen we are 
examining, a small quantity of fseeal matter of a yd- 
lowish-brown colour is collected in two small masses, 
near the extremity. Along the ventral aspect runs 
the ovary, which in this specimen contains two long 
oval eggs in advanced development ; from their trans- 
parent brightness, I suspect the young are produced 
before birth, I think I can detect a contractile blad- 
der, but am not certain. 

The dorsal region of the trunk is marked with 
strong rugged lines running longitudinally ; these look 
like corrugations of the integument, but I incline to 



..Google 



AT THE MICK03C0PE. 

think them the strongly developed muscles for the re- 
tractation of the foot. JIuscles are seen running 
through the joints of the foot, until they can no longer 
he traced, from their tenuity, Tlie viscera can be de- 
monstrated with difficulty, partly owing to the longi- 
tudinal muscles, which are so strong and close, and 
partly from the incessant contraction and elongation of 
the parts, which drive the internal organs hither and 
thither. It refuses, you see, to swallow carmine, which 
might have assisted us. 

This singular animal is lively in its motions, espe- 
ally in the protrusion and retractation of the exti-emi- 
es. These are constantly alternating, and a very eu- 
ous sight it is to see the immense length of foot sud- 
denly thrust forth from the body, in which it had been 
completely hidden, the starting out of the horizontal 
processes, and the diverging of the long toes as these 
are successively uncovered. The latter do not seem to 
be often used as instruments of prehension or adhesion. 
Indeed the animal does not appear very much given to 
change of place, but lies in the water, alternately con- 
tracting and elongating. Frequently, as the foot is 
thrust out, the body is made to bend forward so as to 
form a right angle (see the engraving, in which the ani- 
mal is thus represented at a/ 5 represents it when 
the head is rotating, but the foot is almost wholly with- 
drawn within tlie body ; in which state the resem- 
blance to a telescope, or to a nest of glass-tabes, is strik- 
ing)- 

The last specimen of this class of tiny favourites 
that I shall show you, is one of more than ordinary 
beauty. It is the Two-lipped Tube-wheel of the Horn- 
wort {Lim/iiias ceraiophyll^. Hitherto we have seen 
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fiueli examples as have the power of freely swimming 
from place to place at pleasure ; but there is a coneid- 
erable group, of which this is a member, which are 
permanently stationary, being fixed for life to tlic leaves 
or stems of the yegetation that grows under water. 
The stiff and spinous whorls of the Horawort {Cera- 
t(yphyU'mn, derrwrmtm), that grows commonly in sluggish 
streams and pasture-pools, is a favourite resort of the 
species, but it is not confined to any one plant. Here, 
for instance, it has chosen as the site of its residence 
the much-cleft leaves of the Water Crowfoot {Rantm- 
cuius (t^atUis) ; those leaves, I mean, which, growing 
■wholly under the water, are divided into a multitude 
of slender finger-like filaments, so different from those 
which float on the surface, and which arc merely 
notched. 

Tou can readily find the Tube-wheels by the aid of 
a pocket lens, and even with the naked eye when you 
have seen one or two. By holding up this phial, in 
which a little plant of the Crowfoot is growing, and 
searching, with the lens, the window being in front of 
you, the filaments one by one, you will readily per- 
ceive, here and there, little shining objects standing 
up, or projecting in various directions from the surface 
of the leaves. The colony is rather numerous in this 
case, and we shall have no difficulty in selecting our 
specimens. 

On this filament, which I have seized with the joints 
of a pair of pliers, I can see at least half a dozen of tlie 
little parasites. This, then, I will nip off from the plant, 
and put it with its tiny population into the live-box. 
Here it is, ready for examination. 

Several of tlie animals are in the field of view ; but 
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we will look at one at a time. A long narrow tube, 
slightly widening at tlie month, is affixed by the lower 
extremity to the slender filaments of 
water-gi-ass, crowfoot, &c. It is about 
one-fifty-iifth of an inch in lengUi, pelln- 
cid bnt tinged with brownish yellow. It 
appears to be of a gelatinous texture, aud 
is covered with extraneous snhstancpe, 
such as decaying animal or vegetable 
mattere, which adhere to its surface. 
From the mouth of the tiibe protrudes a 
transparent colourless animal, the head 
of which is rounded, with the extremity 
pursed up. Suddenly it unfolds its 
flower-like wheel, which consists of two 
broad nearly circular lobes united, tlio 
margin of which is set with strong cilia, 
much resembling those of the last species. 
Each ciliura appears to be curved, and 
to bo thickened at the middle — the op- 
t'u"e-"ueeu tical expression of the ciliary wave ; 
and the effect of the rotation, as each seems to puraue 
its fellows around the circular course down the divid- 
ing sinuosity, on the opposite sides, and around the 
margin again, is very striking. Tlie cilia at the front 
are interrupted between the lobes. In the centre of 
each lobe is a broad plate, surrounded by a bright 
ring, aud crossed by radiating lines which also extend 
towards the ciliated margin ; probably these are mus- 
cular filaments, Tlie funnel is between the lobes, and 
leads by a short cesophagus to a bulbous transparent 
mastax, in which are seen jaws that work on each 
other. Below this is a long capacious sac, without eon- 
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volutions or consti'ictioiis, but apparently granular in its 
texture. The alimentary aaiial is bent upwards through 
the -whole length, terminating in an orifice behind the 
rotatory organ ; for though I have not traced it when 
empty, I have seen the faeeal matter driven rapidly up- 
ward as through a canal, until the mass was discharged 
just behind the sinuous cleft. On our mixing carmine 
with tlie water the effect is very striking ; the particles, 
whirled round in two circular vortices, arc poured in 
an accumulated torrent through the sinuosity, and over 
the elevation at the front of the head. We presently 
perceive a slender line of crimson passing down below 
tlie maatax, -whicli indicates a slender stomach-tube 
there ; and, after a while, a little ball of the same pig- 
ment accumulates and is seen resting a little lower 
down. This then indicates the form and position of 
the stomach ; it must be a very slender canal, termi- 
nating in a small rounded hag, at about one-third of the 
distance from the mastax to the base of the tube. 




TIio lengthened sac which yon see is the ovary, from 
which the eggs are discharged into the lower part of 
the case. 

The month needs a little explanation in detail. As 
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you Bee it, you probably discern little resemblance in 
its parts to the same organ in Brachionus, and yet 
essentially it is formed of the very Eaiiie constituents ; 
and as it is very instructive to observe the modifica- 
tions, in different animals, of a common model of any 
particular organ, it ■will be worth while to devote a 
few minutes' carefu] observation to this etrncture 
before us, especially as it is here seen with more than 
usual brilliancy and clearness. 

Tlie mastax, then, which yon see in the centre of 
the animal, just below the level of the beautiful 
flower-like wheels, consists as usual of three 6ub- 
globose lobes ; one on each side appropriated to each 
malleus, and the third descending towards the ventral 
aspect, which envelops tlie incus. The mallei are more 
intimately united to the rami of the incus than in the 
former type, each uncus forming, with its ramus, a 
well-defined mass of muscle, enclosing the solid parts, 
and in form approaching the quadrature of a globe ; 
two flat faces opposing and working on each other. 
Across the upper surface of the mass the uncus is 
stretched, as three long parallel fingers ai'ched in their 
common direction, and imbedded in the musciilar sub- 
stance; their points just reaching the opposing face of 
the ramus, and meeting the points of the opposite uncus, 
when closed. Tlic manubrium is much disguised, by 
being greatly dilated transversely, forming three how- 
like loops of httle solidity, to the chord of which the 
fingers ai-e soldered, tiot articulated. The euiface of 
the dense muscular mass displays stris3 parallel to 
the fingers, and, as it were, continuing tlieir number 
towards their dorsal extremity, becoming fainter till 
they are imperceptible. These striaa do not disappear 
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wlien the nrascular parts are dissolved by potash ; 
and hence I infer the existence of a delicate investi- 
ture of solid substance similar to that of tlie teeth, &c., 
enclosing the muscular mas3. 

Tlie incus, which cannot he separated from the 
mallei, thus consists of two portions, corresponding 
to the rami in BracJdonus, &c., each of which forms 
the lower part of the q^nadrantic mass just described. 
At the ventral extremity they are articulated to a 
slender fulcrum, ■which is a little bent downward. 
The solid framework of each ramus sends off, from its 
inferior surface, a slender curved process, which is 
connected with the extremity of tho fulcrum. 

The action of this apparatus is as follows: — ^Tlio 
ciliary vortices produced by the waves of tho coronal 
disk, pass together through the upper sinus, and are 
hurled in one stream along the centre of the face, 
nearly to the projecting chin. Here is placed the 
orifice of the buccal funnel, a perpendicularly descend- 
ing tube of considerable width, slightly funnel-shaped 
at the top, the interior surface of which is strongly 
ciliated. It descends straight upon the raastax, over 
the part where the unci unite. But just above this 
point there are two valves projecting from tho walls 
of tho tube, also well ciliated. These can he brought 
into contact, or separated in various degrees, at will, 
and being very sensitive, they regulate tlie force of 
the inflowing current, and doubtless exclude hurtful 
or useless substances. The current now flows along 
the two rami of the incus, as I have already described; 
and, passing between their separated points, descends 
into tlie cesophagus, a slender duct opening beneath 
them, and leading to the digesting stomach. 
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As tiiis ciirreTit passes, the mandiicatoiy apparatus 
acts upon tlie particles of food wliieli it tringa in its 
course. Tiie qnadrantie masses approach eacii otlier 
and recede, with a rapid rollinfj; movement, in the 
direction of the curvature of the mallei ; while, at the 
same time, the rami of the incns open and close their 
points, rise and sink, and occasionally perform a hind 
of shoveling action. The points of the iingers of the 
unci, meeting each other, donttless pierce and tear the 
Infusoria swallowed, and the striated faces of the 
q^uadrantic masses hruise, squeeze, and grind them 
down. 

When the muscular investiture is dissolved away 
by potash, the essential identity of the whole Btructure 
with that of the type already desciibed, becomes 
abundantly evident. Even the mallei, which in some 
aspects present difSculty, when viewed vertically, are 
but little changed ; the fingers are parallel instead of 
divergent, and the handle-like character of the manu- 
brium is lost; but three areas, enclosed by loops or 
carinie of solid substance, reveal their true nature. 

We will now see if we can separate the animal 
from its tube, so as to examine its lower parts. By 
a gentle pressure upon the bottom of the tube with 
the edge of a penknife, which I bring to bear upon it 
by tlie aid of this simple microscope, the creature is 
induced to wriggle out of his case. Keplacing now 
the cover of the live-box, and placing it again on the 
stage of the compound microscope, we see that the 
lower part of the body forms a foot analogous to that 
of a Jirachionus, covered with ring-like wrinkles, and 
separated from the body by an abrupt constriction and 
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diminution of tlie diameter. At the very extremity 
there is a sort of sncking-disk, by which we may pre- 
sume the hold of the animal upon the plant ia main- 
tained. No organic connexion euhsists hetween the 
foot and tlie tnbe ; for the latter is not an essentisl 
part of the animal, thongh absurdly called a lorica 
by Ehrenberg, but only an accumulation of mucus 
BUcceBsively exuded from the body, and thrown off in 
the form which it possesses by the contractions and 
other movements of the body. 

But seel tlie poor naked creature is writhing in 
contortions, which become more and more convulsive 
and spasmodic : and now it evinces great rigidity in 
these, till the body has become almost shapeless, por- 
tions of the surface being iiere and there violently 
forced out into projections, and the foot strongly curled 
lip. The 'Only signs of life that now remain are the 
occasional fitful workings of the jaws. Are we then 
to suppose that the shelter of the gelatinous case is 
needful to its continued existence, or did I inflict a 
mortal injury upon it when I laid tlie edge of my pen- 
knife upon its lower part to drive it forth? Most 
probably the latter is tlie tnie solution. 

Out of the colony that remains, we will now select 
another specimen, with ripening eggs, in order to 
watch the development of the young. Here is one 
with three eggs lying obliquely in the tube, one of 
which is already showing the impatient movements 
of the embryo within. Ha ! now the egg-shell has 
burst, and tlie little creature escapes from its prison, 
and (jnickiy makes its way to the mouth of the parent- 
tube. Now it is free, and swims away rapidly, in a 
giddy headlong manner. It ia qtiito unlike its mother; 
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for its form is trnmpetr-abaped, resemblirig that of a 
Stentor with a wreath of cilia around the head, inter- 
rupted at two opposite points : the central portion of 
the head rises into a low cone. There is as yet no 
trace of the beautiful douhle-petalled flower. 

It has been whirling giddily about the live-box for 
about a quarter of an hour, but now it begins to 
manifest tokens of weariness; or rather the time is 
approaching for it to select a place of permanent 
sedentary abode. Its motion is sensibly retarded; it 
now and then adheres to the glass momentarily, by 
its foot, and moves forward by successive jerks, not 
proceeding more than its own length at a time, and 
this apparently with effort. Tlie periods of its remain- 
ing stationary become longei', so that you may suppose 
it Anally settled two or three times, before its wander- 
ings are quite over, some shock or alarm sending it off 
to a little distance again. 

At length it wanders no more ; its foot holds fast 
to the glass, and its movements arc confined to whirl- 
ings round and round on this as a pivot, and to sudden 
contractions of length. Presently we see a very deli- 
cate film Bun-ounding the point of attachment ;—tiie 
first rudiment of tlie tnbe, a ring of mucus thrown off 
from the skin, and pressed down to the foot by the 
contractions of the body. Meanwhile, the ciliary 
crown is dividing itself into two, and now we see 
already the essential form and appearance of the 
mature animal, every moment developing its perfec- 
tion. 
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An- examination of tlie diverse modea in which loco- 
motion ia perfonned among animala, and the rariooa 
organs and modifications of organs that suhserve this 
important purpose, would form no uninteresting chap- 
ter in natural history. You Iiave two feet, your dog 
has four ; in the bird, two of these are converted into 
win^, with which it rises into the air ; in the fish all 
of them are become Una, with which it strikes the water. 
But it is in the invertebrate classes that we discover the 
strongest variations. The Poulpe " flops" awkwardly 
but vigorously along, by the alternate contractions and 
expansions of the web that unites its anna ; the Snail 
glides evfenly over the herbage by means of its muscu- 
lar dish ; the Scallop leaps about by puffs of water 
driven from its appreesed lips; the Lobster ehoots sev- 
eral yards in a second by the blow of its tail upon the 
water ; the Gossamer Spider floats among the clouds 
upon a balloon that it has spun from its own body ; the 
Centipede winds slowly along upon a hundred pairs of 
feet ; tlie Beetle darts like an arrow upon three ; and 
the Butterfly sails on the atmosphere with those painted 
fans which are properly " aerial gills." How elegantly 
does the Planaria swim by the undulation of its thin 
body, and the Medusa by the pumping forth of tlie 
.vater held within its umbrella ! How wondrously does 
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the Echinus glide along the sido of Uie tank on its hun- 
dreds of Bucking-disks ! How beautiful, and at the 
same time how effective, arc the ciliary wheels of the 
Brachionus. 

I .am now going to show you some other examples 
of travelling machineiy in an huuible and despised, but 
far from uninteresting class of ajiimals,— the "Worms. 
Here is an Earth-worm upon tlic garden- border. With 
what rapidity it winds along, and now it pokes its sharp 
nose into the ground, and now it has disappeared I It' 
jour eye could follow it, you would see that it makes 
its way through the compact earth not less easily nor 
less rapily than it wound along the surface. If you 
take it into yonr hand, you perceive no feet, wings, fins, 
or limbs of any kind ; only this long cylinder of soft 
fiesli, divided into numerous successive rings, and taper- 
ing to each extremity. The veiy snout which you saw 
enter so easily into the substance of the soil, is no hard 
bony point, but formed of the same soft yielding flesh 
as the other parts. And yet with no other implement 
does the little worm penetrate whithersoevei- it will 
through the ground. How does it effect this ? 

The fineness of the point to which the muzzle can 
be drawn is the first essential. This can be so atten- 
uated tliat the grains of adherent soil can readily be 
separated by it, when its action is that of the wedge. 
The body being drawn into the crevice thus made, the 
particles are separated still farther. Now another pro- 
vision comes in ; the whole surface of tlie skin secretes 
and throws off a quantity of tenacious mucus or slime, 
as you will immediately perceive if you handle tie 
Worm ; this has the double effect of causing tiie p 
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particles of eoil to adhere together, aiid then to form a 
cylindrical wall, of which tliey are the bricks, and the 
slime the mortar ; and also of greasing, as it were, the 
whole interior of the burrow or passage thus made, so 
that tlie Worm can travel to and fro in it without im- 
pediment; while the fact that the slime is continually 
ponred ibi'th afresh prevents the least atom of earth frcm 
adhering to its body. This you have doubtless ob- 
served, or may observe in a moment, if you will take 
the trouble to thrust a spade into the ground and give 
it two or tliree shakes. You will presently see on all 
sides the alarmed Earth-worms coming swiftly to the 
surface, and will notice how perfectly sleek and clean 
they are. 

But these contrivances are only accessories : we 
have not yet discovered the secret of the easy move- 
ment. The mere elongation of the snout is no explana- 
tion of the disappearance of the "Worm in the burrow; 
for you will naturally and reasonably say that tJiia 
elongation cannot extend beyond a certain limit; and 
what then) No further progress can be made unless 
tlie hinder parta of the body are, by contraction, drawn 
up towards the elongated front ; — -but what holds the 
front in place meanwhile? "Why, when the muscles 
contract, does not tlie taper, wedge-like muzzle slip 
back and lose the ground it had gained ? 

This we will now look at, I take up this Worm 
and put it in a narrow glass cell, where we may watch 
its movements. It presently begins to elongate and 
contract its body vigorously, apparently alarmed at its 
unwonted position ; and the mucus is thrown off in co- 
pious abundance. We apply a low microscopic power 
to it, and catch glimpses, now and again, as it writhes 
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about, of a number of tiny points protruded and re- 
tracted with rliytimical symmetry througli the skin. 
Ita mobility pi-ecludes our discerning mucli more than 
that these points are very numerous, that they are ar- 
ranged in four longitudinal lines, running along the 
ventral side of the animal^two lines on each side — 
and that in each line there is a point protruded from 
each of the many rings of which the Worm's body is 
made up. 

In order to see a little more of these organs we must 
sacrifice a "Worm; having killed it, and divided the 
body in the middle, I cut off, with sharp scisaors, a 
small transverse portion, say two or three rings, and 
press the fragment between plates of glass. !Now, with 
a higher magnifying power, we discern in the midst of 
the ti-anslucent flesh tlie points in question. They arc 
not, however, single ; but each protrusile organ consists 
of a pair of transparent, brittle, glassy rods, shaped like 
an italic y, of which the recurved points are directed 
backwards when thrust out from the skin. 

The mode in which these assist the progression of 
tlio "Worm is well described hj Professor JSymer Jonea. 
"The attenuated rings in the neighbourhood of the mouth 
are first insinuated between the particles of the eai'tli, 
which, from their conical shape, they penetrate like a 
sharp wedge ; in this position they arc firmly retained 
by the numerous recurved spines appended to the dif- 
ferent segments ; the hinder parts of the body are then 
drawn forward by a longitudinal contraction of the 
whole animal — a movement which not only prepai-ea 
the creature for advancing furtlier into the soil, but by 
swelling out the anterior segments forcibly dilates the 
e into which the head had been already thrust : 
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the Bpines upon tlie hinder rings then take a firm hold 
iipon the sides of the hole thus formed; and, preventing 
any retrogi-ade movement, the head is again forced for- 
ward through the yielding mould ; so that, by a repeti- 
tion of the process, the animal is able to advance with 
the greatest apparent ease through substances which it 
would at first seem ntterly impossible for so helpless a 
being to penetrate." * 

Implements analogous to these are found in most 
of the animals of the class Annelida, to which the 
Earth-worm belongs. But in this creature you see 
them in their simplest form : it is to the aquatic 
Worms that you must look if you wish to see the amaz- 
ing diversity, complexity, and delicacy of these organs. 
In these there are one or two pairs of " feet" on each 
ring, consisting of wart-likc prominences, which are 
perforate and protrusile, and through the middle of 
which work a number of bristles (setcB), arranged in a 
radiating pencil, something like the hairs of a paint- 
brush. In this transparent and colourless little Nais 
from fresh water, you may see their form and arrange- 
ment ; in complexity they present an advance upon 
the Earth-worm, for here there 
are some seven or eight bris- 
tles in each pencil, which radi- 
ate in the same plane, and are ; 
graduated in length ; they are 
very slender, bent at the tip, 
and as transparent as if drawn 
out of spun glass. It is inter- """ "' "''"'' 

esting to observe with what lightning-like rapidity they 

• Gen. Outline, p. £02. 
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are tlirust out and withdrawn in constant succession, as 
the body is ever lengthening and shortening. 

Let us exchange this Kttle freshwater "VVonn for a 
marine one. Here is a Polyniie, a curious genus, very 
common under stones at low water on our rocky shores. 
It ia remarkable on several accounts. All down the 
back we discover a set of oval or kidney-shaped 
plates, which are called the back-shields {dorsal elytra) ; 
these are flat, and are planted upon the back by little 
footstalks, set on near the margin of the under surface : 
they are arranged in two rows, overlapping each other 
at the edge. These kidney-shaped shields, which can be 
detached with slight violence, are stndded over witli 
little transparent oval bodies, set on short footstalks, 
which are perhaps delicate organs of touch. The inter- 
mediate antennas, the tentacles, and the cirri, or fila- 
ments of the feet, are similarly fringed with these little 
appendages, which resemble the glands of certain 
plants, and have a most singular appearance. If we 
remove the shields, we discover, on each side of the 
body, a row of wart-like feet, from each of which pro- 
ject two bundles of spines of exquisite structure. The 
bundles, expanding on all sides, resemble so many 
sheaves of wheat, or you may more appropriately fancy 
you behold the armoury of some belligerent searfairy, 
with stacks of arms enough to accoutre a numerous 
host. But if you look closely at the weapons them- 
selves, they rather resemble those which we are accus- 
tomed to wonder at in missionary museimis — the arms 
of some ingenious but barbarous people from the South 
Sea Islands — than such as are used in civilised warfare. 
Here are long lances, made like scythe-blades, set on a 
staff with a hook at the tip, as if to capture the fleeing 
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foe and bring him within reach of the blade. Among 
thein are others of simiiai' shape, but with the edge cut 
into delicate slanting notches, which run along the 
sides of the blade like those on the edge of our reaping- 
hooks. These are chiefly the -weapons of the lower 
bundle ; those of the upper are still more imposing. 
The outmost are short curved clubs, armed with a 
row of shark's teeth to make them more fatal ; these 
surround a cluster of spears, the long heads of which 
are fmnished with a double row of the same appen- 
dages, and lengthened scymitars, the curved edges of 
which are cut into teeth like a saw. Though a stranger 
might think I had drawn copiously on jnj fancy for 
this description, I am sure, with your eye upon what is 
on the stage of the microscope at this moment, you 
will acknowledge that the resemblances are not at all 
forced or unnatural. To add to the effect, imagine that 
all these weapons are forged out of the clearest glass 
instead of steel ; that the larger bundles may contain 
about fifty, and the smaller half as many, each ; that 
there are four bundles on every segment, and that the 
body is composed of twenty-fire such segments, and 
you will have a tolerable idea of the garniture and arma- 
ture of this little Worm, that grubs about in the mud 
at low-water mark. 

Should it ever be your fortune to fall in with a 
species of Sea-mouse {Aphrodiie kystrix) which inhabits 
our southern coast a little way from the shore, you 
may be delighted and surprised with a modification 
of these organs, which exhibits a more than ordinarily 
obvious amount of creative forethought and skill. I 
will describe them in the words of the learned his- 
torians of these animals, MM. Audouin and Milne-Ed- 
wards :— 
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"The feet are divided into two very distinct 
branches, tbe lower of which is large, conical, of a 
yellowish-brown hue, and much shagreened on the sur- 
face. The upper branch is much less salient than the 
lower. "We observe at tho foot of the dorsal shields 
two bundles of rigid bristles : the one, expanded like a 
fan and applied upon the shields, is fixed immediately 
ontside tbe insertion of those organs ; the bristles which 
compose it are awl-shaped, without teeth, slightly 
curved, and directed inwards and backwards ; their 
colour is a clear brown, with golden reflections. The 
second bundle is inserted raore externally, on a tuber- 
culous footstalk, and points horizontally backwards 
and outwards. The bristles which enter into its com- 
position are very long, very strong, and terminated by 
a lance-ebaped point, of which the edges are garnished 
with teeth curved backwards towards the base. Tlieeo 
are veritable barbed arrows, having' tbe extremities 
sometimes exposed, but often concealed in a sheath 
which is formed of two homy pieces, capable of open- 
ing and of closing again upon them. 

" Tho use of these two valves it is not difficult to 
detect. They protect the points of the arrow, and per- 
mit the Aphrodite to receive tliem again into its body 
unharmed ; whereas, without this precaution, the tis- 
sues which they traverse would be cut and mangled. 
But when these weapons are deeply plunged into a 
foreign body, as into tbe soft flesh of those animals 
which annoy the "Worm, since the sheath does not pene 
trate with them but folds back, it follows that their 
teeth are inserted without any protection, and that on 
account of their backward direction they can be with- 
drawn only with great difficulty ; thus, in most eases, 
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the dart becomes broken ; but the animal is furnished 
with BO great a number, that these losses are scarcely 
felt, and there remain to it amply sufficient for its de- 
fence in all contingenees." * 

Tou will have noticed that the learned French zool- 
ogists seriously countenance the notion that these ex- 
quisitely elaborated organs are weapons of offence. 
But in this I think they are in error, misled by the 
resemblance, already alluded to, which they bear to 
weapons of human construction. The manner in which 
they act as implements of locomotion has been beauti- 
fully demonstrated by Dr. Williams in the Nereidous 
"\Torms, of which he observes that in nearly all species 
the feet arc constructed with express reference to pro- 
gression on solid surfaces. In many instances, the 
bristle is compound, consisting of a staff with a vari- 
ously armed point or blade jointed to its extremity. 
" "Viewed by the hght of mechanical principles, nothing 
can he so obvious as the reason why the setm in these, 
as in nearly all other AuTielida, are jointed. If they 
consisted of rigid, unbending levers, it is manifest that 
they would prove most awkward additions to the sides 
of the animals ; if fixed too deeply in the surrounding 
soil, they would not act at all as levci's ; if too super- 
ficially, the "Worm would be compressed in its tube at 
the moment when the setw of the opposite feet would 
meet in a straight line. These diffleultiea are efi^ectnally 
and skilfully obviated by the introduction of a joint or 
a point of motion on each seta. This is one instance 
among many which the eye of the mechanician would 
detect on the organization of the Annelida in which 
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Kature talies adroit advantage of mechanical principles 
in the attainment of her ends." * 

Look now, in illustration of these principles, at the 
bristie-feet of this beautiful green Phyllodoce. No 
doubt you have often seen it in the httle hollows of our 
rocky ledges, and especially on beds of young mussels, 
and probably you have admired the elegant case witli 
■which its lithe and tortuous body writhes and winds, 
like a bit of green silken cord, in and out among the 
compactly crowded shells. You Iiave wondered, too, at 
the difficulty which attends the attempt to take it up, 
not on account of the rapidity of its motions, but be- 
cause of the extreme slendemess and slipperiness of the 
subject, and of the power which it possesses of insinu- 
ating itself into the smallest crevice. 

The foot in this genua has but a single branch, and 
a single pencil of bristles, which is placed between the 
flat Bwimmiiig leaf that ornaments each segment and 
the lower cvrrus. The bristles are of the compound 
jointed form, but the joint is fixed in a peeuhar manner. 
The basal portion is drawn out into a very slender long 
straight shaft, terminating in a knob somewhat resem- 
bling the end of a limb-bone. This is slit in one direc- 
tion to receive the terminal piece, which is shaped 
somewhat like a lance-head, and is inserted into the slit 
exactly as a knife-blade is fixed into the haft. The 
head is in fact a knife-blade, with a thickened back and 
ft very thin edge, which is notched into teeth of the 
most exquisite delicacy. The blade is slightly curved, 
and drawn out into a long acute point ; and the whole 
bristle is formed out of an elastic horny substance (prob- 

* Rtp. on Brif. .^.nne'.idffl, 211. 
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ably chitine) that rivala in transparency and brilliancy 
tlie purest flint-glass. 

I might adduce a vast variety of examples of these 
organs in the Marine "Worms, all of whicli would charm 
you by their elegance and by their extreme diversity ; 
but I have other things to show you in this interesting 
class of animals, which fortunately are so common on all 
onr shores, that yoii will have no diflioulty in procur- 
ing plenty of specimens for your private observation 
and study. And if you need intelligent guidance, yon 
cannot have a better mentor than Dr. Williams, whose 
admirable " Report on the British Annelida " I have 
just cited. 

Before we dismiss our little Phyllodoce to its home 
in the aq^uariam, we must try to get a sight of its 
pretty mouth. The "Worms are somewhat wayward in 
displaying this part of their charms, sometimes expos- 
ing it at intervals of a second or two for very many 
times in succession, at others sullenly keeping it 
closed ; and no efforts that I am aware of on our part 
will induce the display : we must await their pleasure. 
It is, in fact, a turning of the throat inside out. In 
most of the "Worms the head is minute, and what seems 
to be the mouth is but the orifice from which the throat 
or proboscis is everted. In the PhyUodoces this organ 
is a great muscular sac, in some species equalling in 
length one-fourth of the whole body. 

Ha I there it appears ! What a chasm yawns in 
the under side of tlie head, as the interior begins rap- 
idly to protrude, turning inside out as it comes forth, 
like a living stocking, until it assumes the form of an 
enormous {comparatwdy enormous, of course) pear- 
shaped bag, tlie surface of which is beset with a multi- 
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tude of secreting warts or glands, somewhat like the 
papillie which stud the tongue in higher animals ! 
The extreroity, wiiich is perforated, is snrronnded by a 
muscle, by means of which it eontraets forcibly on 
whatever it is applied to, and thus holds it firmly, while 
the re-inversion of tl»e sac drags it into the body to be 



But this hiige proboscis disappears as rapidly and 
as wonderfully as it was revealed. Commencing at 
what is now the outer extremity, which is quickly 
turned in, the whole swiftly returns to its cavity in the 
inverse order to that in which it was extended; and 
now that it is all eugulphed, we marvel that, so vast a 
sao can be packed away in so slender a case. 

In this intsance the armature of the proboscis is 
feeble ; but we have species which are very elaborately 
armed. There is a minute species of I.om'brinereis. 
which commonly appears in our aquaria after they have 
been some time estabhshed, and breeds in vast numbers 
on the floccose matter that clogs the bottom and sides. 
In this tiny "Worm there is a formidable array of jaws, 
resembling black hooks, which we may discern through 
theh' pellucid tissues, snapping and cutting viciously 
like BO many pairs of liooked scissors. Though I have 
often had this little species in my tanks in copious 
abnndance, I regret to say I cannot find any at this 
moment for our examination, and shall therefore content 
myself with translating for you MM. Audonin and 
Mdne-Edwards' description of the jaws as they appear 
in a closely-allied form, but of far greater dimensions. 
Emiice. 

"The proboscis is not very protmsile ; when it is 
withdrawn its external orifice is longitudinal, and the 
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jawB are fixed on eaeli side, all facing the medial line. 
When it ia projected, however, the two margins of 
the longitudinal cleft become transverse in separating, 
and tlie jaws follow the same movement, and diverge 
in the ratio of their forwardness. A kind of lower lip 
■which is affixed to the under side of the proboscis, ia 
composed of two homy blades united towards their 
front extremity, and prolonged behind into points. 
The jaws are to the number of seven; three on the 
right and four on the left ; the two upper ones are per- 
fectly alike, and mutually opposed ; they are large, 
narrow, pointed recurved hook-wise at the tip, and 
jointed at their hinder ends on a double horny stem 
ahorter than themselves. The second pair of jaws are 
large, broad and flat, mutually alike, and jointed on the 
lower side of the first pair ; • . • their internal edge is 
straight and cnt into deep teeth. The third pair are 
small, thin, concave, and notched ; they arc affixed by 
their inferior edge qutside and in front of the second 
pair, which they conceal during repose. Finally, the 
supernumerary jaw, -which is found on the left side 
only, is email, semi-ciretdar, toothed, and placed be- 
tween the second and third pairs. All these pieces are 
surpassed by the margin of the proboscis, which ia 
often hard and black." * 

From this eomplex and formidable mouth we will 
pass to one of quite another form, not less effective, 
perhaps more formidable, but ordained by the goodness 
of God to be a most valuable agent in the relief of hu- 
man suffering. I mean the Medicinal Leech, of which 
we can readily procure a specimen from our friend the 
apothecary. 

* Litt. de la France, ii. IKB. 
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Here it is. There is no protrnsile proboscis, but the 
throat is spacious, and capable of being everted to a 
slight degi'ee. The front border of the mouth is en- 
larged so as to form a sort of upper lip, and this com- 
bines with the wrinkled mascular margin of t!ie lower 
arid lateral portions to form the sucker. With the dis- 
secting scissors I slit down the ventral margin of the 
sucker, exposing the wiiole 
throat. Then, the edges 
J being folded back, we see 
implanted in the walls on 
the doi-sal region of the 
cavity three white emi- 
nences of a cartillaginoua 
texture, which rise to a 
TiiKOAT Of LCECii LJiD OPES. sharp crescontic eclgc ; they 
form a ti-iangular, or rather a triradiate figure. 

Wow, if you i-ecollect, this is the figure of the cut 
niade in the flesh wherever a Leeek has sucked, as it is 
of the ecar wliicli remains after tlie wound has healed. 
For these three little eminences arc the implements with 
which the animal, impelled by its blood-sucking in- 
stincts, effects its purpose. Bat to undcretand the ac- 
tion more pei-fectly, we must use higher powere. 

I dissect out of the flesh, then, one of the white 
points, say the middle one, and laying it in water in 
the compressorium, flatten the drop, but use no more 
pressure than just enough for that, Now I apply a 
power of 150 diameters, and we will look at it in suc- 
c^sion. You have under your eye a sub-pellucid mass, 
of an irregular ova! flgure, and of fibrous texture, one 
Bide of which is thinned away apparently to a keen 
edge of a somewhat semi-circular outline. But along 
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this edge, and as it were imbedded into it for about 
one-tliird of their length, are set between seventy and 
eighty crystalUne points, of highly refractive substance, 
resembling glass. These points gradually decrease in 
size towards one end of the series, and at lengtli cease, 
leaving a portion of the cutting edge toothless. At the 
end where they are largest, they are nearly close to- 
gether, but at length are separated by spaces equal to 
their own thiclmess. The manner in which they are 
inserted closely resembles, in this aspect, the im- 
plantation of the teeth in the jaw of a dolphin or croco- 
dile. 

But this appeai'ance is illusory. By affixing the 
little jaw to the revolving needle, we bring the edge to 
face our eye. It is not an edge at all ; but a narrow 
parallel-sided margin of considerable breadth. And 
the teeth are not conical points, as they seemed when 
we viewed them sidewise, but flat triangular plates, 
■with a deep notch in their lower edge. Tlius they 
partly embrace, and are partly inserted in, the margin 
of the jaw. 

Observe now how beautifully this np]>ariitus sub- 
serves the purpose for which 
it is intended. By means of 
its sucker, the Leech creates 
a vacuum upon a certain pai't 
of the skin, exactly like that 
produced by a cupping-glass. 
The ■skin covered is drawn in- 
to the hollow BO far as to ren- 
der it quite tense, by the 'iw or leech ((a parC). 
pressure of the surrounding air. Thus it is brought 
into contact with the edges of the three jaws, to which. 
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by means of powerful mnscles attached to them, a see- 
saw motion is communicatedj which causes the little 
teeth soon to cut through the skin and superficial ves- 
sels, from which the blood begins to flow. The issue 
of the vital fluid is then promoted by the pressure 
around, and so goes on until the enonnous stomach of 
the Leech is distended to repletion. 

It has been suggested that this whole contrivance, 
with the instinct by which it is accompanied, is in- 
tended for the benefit of Han, and not of the Leech. 
Blood seems to be by no means the natural food of the 
Leech ; it has been ascertained to remain in the stomach 
for a whole twelvemonth without being digested, yet 
remaining fluid and sound during the entire period : 
wliile, ordinarily, such a substance cannot in one in- 
stance out of a thousand be swallowed by the animal 
in a state of nature. Whether this be bo or not — 
■whether man's relief under suffering were the sole ob- 
ject designed, or not, it was certainly one object ; and 
we may well be thankful to the mercy of God, who 
has ordained comfort through so strange an instrumen- 
tality. 

The progress of marine natural history, as studied 
in the aquarium, has made our drawing-rooms and 
halla familiar with a multitude of curious and beautiful 
creatures which a few years ago were known only, and 
that very imperfectly, to the learned professors of tech- 
nical science. Among the forms which embellish our 
tanks are several species of Serpul^i, and Worms allied 
to it. The shelly contorted tube which this painted Sea- 
worm inhabits, and which it has built up itself around 
its own body, with stone and cement which that body 
supplied, is well known to you ; as is also the curious 
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conical stopper with whicli it closes up its tottlc as with 
cork, when safe at home, and the lovely crown of gor- 
geously coloured fans "which it expands when it takes 
(" the fflir," I. was about to say, but rather) the water. 
Tou are familiar, too, with the hghtning-Iike rapidity 
with which, while in health and vigour, the Serptda, 
on the elightest alarm, retreats into his fortress, taking 
care to clap the door to after him. But perhaps von 
have never had an opportunity of examining the 
mechanism by which this rapid flight is effected, 

As there are two distinct movements performed by 
the "Worm — the slow and cautious and gradual pro- 
trusion, and tlie sudden and swift retreat — so there 
are two distinct sets of organs by which they are per- 
formed. Shall I sacrifice one from this fine group to 
demonstrate the mechanism ? Well, then, I carefully 
break the shelly tube, and extract tlie "Worm unin- 
jured. 

Its form is, you perceive, much shorter and more 
dumpy than you would have supposed from looking 
at the tube ; and it ia somewhat flattened, having 
a back- and a heUy-side. On the former there is a 
sort of shield, the sides of whieh bear wart-like feet, 
— about seven pairs ia all — which are perforated for 
the working of protrusUe pencils of brietles, similar in 
structure and in function to those which we lately ex- 
amined. 

Here is one of the pencils extracted. To the naked 
eye it is a yellowish body with a satiny lustre ; and 
this effect depends upon the light being reflected from 
a number of nearly parallel lines — the staves of the 
spear-like bristles, which the eye cannot resolve in 
detail. A drop of the caustic solution of potash 
14 
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eleansea tlie bundle from tlie flesliy matter whieh would 
otherwise obscure the vision, and now I place it on the 
stage. 

"With tins power of 400 diameters you see a multi- 
tude — sorao twenty or tliirty, or more — of very long, 
slender, straight rods, of a clear yellowish homy sub- 
stance, set side by side, like a sheaf of spears in an 
armory. Each one merges, at its upper end, into a 
sort of blade, which is slightly bent, and which tapers 




to an exceedingly fine point. But its chief peculiai'ity 
is tJiat the blade has a double edge, not like a two- 
edged sword, the edges set on opposite faces, but on 
the same face, set side by side, with a groove between 
them ; and each edge is cut witli the most delicate and 
close-set teeth, the lines of which pass back upon the 
blade, as in our reaping-hooks. 

These pencils of spear-like bristles are the organs 
by which the protrusion of the animal is performed. 
Their action ia manifestly that of pushing against the 
walla of the interior, which on close examination are 
seen to be lined with a delicate membrane, exuded 
from the animal's skin. The opposite feet of one seg- 
ment protrude the pencils of bristles, one on each side, 
the acute points and teeth of which penetrate and 
catch in the lining membrane; the segments behind 
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this are now drawn up close, and extend their biistles ; 
these catch in like manner ; then an elongating move- 
ment takes place ; the pencils of the anterior segments 
being now retracted, they yield to the movement and 
are pushed forward, while the others are held firm by 
the resistance of their holding bristles ; thus gradually 
the foreparts of the animal are exposed. 

But this gradual process would ill suit the necessity 
of a creature so sensitive to alarm, when it wishes to 
retreat. We have already seen how, with the fleetuess 
of a thought, its beautiful crown of scarlet plumes dis- 
appears within its stony fastness : let us now look at 
the apparatus which effects this movement. 

If you Jook again at this Serpula recently extracted, 
you will find, with a lens, a pale yellow line running 
along the upper surface of each foot, transversely to 
the length of the body. This is the border of an ex- 
cessively delicate membrane ; and on placing it under 
a higher power (say 600 diameters), you will be aston- 
ished at the elaborate provision here made for pre- 
Kension, This yellow line, which cannot be appreciated 
by the unassisted eye, is a m,uscu]ai- ribbon over which 
stand up edgewise a multitude of what I will call 
combs, or rather sub -triangular plates. Tliese have a 
wide base ; and the apex of the triangle is curved over 
into an abrupt hook, and then this is cut into a number 
(from four to six) of sharp and long teeth. The plates 
stand side by side parallel to each other, along the 
whole length of the ribbon, and there are muscular 
fibres seen affixed to the basal side of each plate, which 
doubtless give it independent motion. I have counted 
136 plates on one ribbon ; there arc two ribbons on 
each thoracic segment, and there are seven such seg- 
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mcnta : — ^lience -wo may compute the total number of 
preliensilc comb-like plates on tliis portion of the body 
to be abont one thousand nine hundred, each of which 
is wielded by muscles at the will of the animal ; while, 
as each plate carries on an average fire teeth, there are 
nearly ten thousand teeth hooked into the lining mem- 
brane of the ceil, when the animal chooses to descend. 
Even this, however, is very far short of the total num- 
ber, because long ribbons of hooks of a similar struc- 
ture, but of smaller dimensions run across the abdo- 
minal segments, which are much more numerous than 
tlie thoracic. No wonder, with so many muscles 
wielding so many grappling hooks, that the retreat is 
so rapidly effected ! 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

SEA-UECIIINS ANI> EEA-CUC0MBEE9. 

Pkeeino about among the rocks to-day at low-tide, I 
found, on turning over a large stone, an otject wliicli, 
ihoagli familiar enougli to those wlio are conversant 
■with the eea and its ti'easures, would surprise a curious 
otserver fresh from the fields of Warwickshire. It is 
a ball, perfectly circular, and nearly globular— only 
that its under part is a little flattened— bard and shelly 
in its exterior, wbicli is however densely clothed with 
a forest of slielly spines, each one of whicli has a limit- 
ed amount of mobility on its base. On attempting to 
remove it, I find that it adheres to the stone with some 
iii-mness, and that on the exercise of sulRcient force, it 
comes away with a feeling as if someLbing were torn, 
and I find that a multitude of little fleshy points are 
left on the stone. Having dropped my prize into a 
glass collecting-jar of sea-water, I presently see that it 
is slowly marching up the side, sprawling out on every 
side ft multitude of transparent hands, with which it 
seems to feel its way, and ■which are evidently feet 
also, for on these it crawds along at its own tortoise- 
pace. And I now see that it is the knobbed ends of 
some of these feet ■which ■were torn away by my forci- 
ble act of ejectment, and left clinging to the stone. 

If; was not the first time that I had seen the Sea- 
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nTcInn (Ji'chimts miliaria); and I might have passed 
it by with a feeling of satiated curiosity, had I not re- 
collected onr evening's amusement. Oh,- ho! said I, 
what a fund of microscopic entertainment is inclosed 
in this stone box 1 So I brought it home, and now pro- 
duce it as the text of our conversazione. 

Every part is a wonder; but we must examine 
each in order. Take the spines first. 

As we examine these organs on the animal crawl- 
ing at ease over the bottom of a saucer of sea-water, 
using this triple lense, wo see that each is a taper pil- 
lar, rounded at the summit, and swelling at the base, 
where it seems to be inserted into a fleshy pedestal, on 
which it freely moves, bending down in all directions, 
and describing a circle with its point, of which the 
base is the centre. Each spine is for tlie greater por- 
tion of its length of a delicate pea-green hue, but the 
terminal part is of a fine lilac or pale purple. The 
whole surface appears to be fiuted, like an Ionic 
column, but this is an illusion, as you will see pres- 
ently. 

1 now detach one of the spines, cutting it off with 
fine-pointed scissors as near the base as I can reach. I 
put it, with as httle delay as possible, into the live-box, 
and examine it with a high power, say 600 diame- 
ters. Look at it. You see the ciliary currents very 
distinctly; and if you move the stage so as to bring 
the basal portion into view, you may discern even the 
cilia themselves, very numerous and short, quivering 
with a rapid movement. The cun^ents are not longi- 
tudinal, hut transverse, and somewhat peculiar. The 
floating atoms which come witliin their vortex are 
drawn in at right angles to the axis of the spine, and 
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are presently liurled away in the same plane; forming 
a circle, whose plane is perpendicular to the direction 
of the spine. The surface upon which these cilia are 
eet is a transparent gelatinous skin, of extreme tenuity, 
stretched tightly over the solid portion, which it com- 
pletely covers, and studded with minute oval orange- 
coloured gi'aina. 

Tlio substance of which the spines are composed is 
best seen by crushing a few of these organs into frag- 
ments. We now see a texture beautifully delicate ; 
they are formed of calcareous substance as ti-ansparent 
as glass, and reflecting the light like that material; 
liai'd but very brittle; clear and solid, with a fibrous 
appearance in some parts, but in othei-s excavated 
into innumerable smooth rounded cavities which join 
each other in all possible ways. It is to this structure 
that the spine owes its strength, its lightness, and its 
brittleness. 

This arrangement of the calcareous dejiosit in a sort 
of glass full of minute inter-commnnicating hollows, is 
very peculiar, but it is invariably found in the solid 
parts of this class of animals ; so that the experienced 
naturalist, on being presented with the minutest frag- 
ment of solid stibstance, would, by testing it with his 
microscope, be able at once to affirm with certainty, 
whether it liad belonged to an Echinoderm or not. 
And this uniformity obtains in all the divers forms 
which the animals assume, and in all the various 
organs which are strengthened by calcareous deposits 
— Crinoid, Brittle-star, Pive finger. Urchin, Sea-gher- 
kin, or Synapta; — ^ray, plate, spine, sucker-disk, lan- 
tern, pedieellana, dumb-bell, wheel, or skin-anchor — 
whenever we find calcareous matter, we invariably 
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find it honey-combed, and eroded, as it were, in this 
remarkable faehion. 

Dr. Carpenter has deeeribed this texture so well, 
that I shall not apologise for quoting his words to you, 
especially as you will have an opportimity here of 
testing their correctness, by personal observation, "It 
is," he remarks, " in the sti-acture of that calcareous 
skeleton, which probably exists, under some form or 
other, in every member of this class, that the micro- 
scopiet finds most to interest him. Tliia attains its 
highest development in the EoMnida, in which it 
forms a bos-like shell, or ' test,' composed of numerous 
polygonal plates jointed to each other with gi"eat ex- 
actness, and beset on its external surface with 'spines,' 
which may have the form of prickles of no gi-eat 
length, or may be stout, club-shaped bodies, or, again, 
may be very long and slender rods. The intimate 
structure of the shell is everywhere the same : for it 
is composed of a network, which consists of carbonate 
of lime, witli a very small quantity of animal matter 
as a basis, and wiiich extends in eveiy direction {i. e. 
in thickness, as well as in length and breadth), its 
areolje or interspaces freely communicating with each 
other. These ' areoliE,' and the solid structure which 
surrounds them, may bear an extremely variable pro- 
portion one to the other; so that, in two masses of 
equal size, the one or the other may greatly predom- 
inate ; and the texture may have either a remarkable 
lightness and porosity, if the network be a very open 
one, or may possess a considerable degree of compact- 
ness if the solid portion be strengthened. Generally 
speaking, the different layers of this network, which 
are connected together by pillars that pass from one 
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to tbo other in a direction perpendicular to their plane, 
are so arranged tliat the perforations in one shall cor- 
respond to the intermediate solid structure in the next, 
and their transparency is such, that when we are ex- 
amining a section thin enough to contain two or three 
such layers, it ia easy, by properly 'focussing' the 
microscope, to bring cither one of them into distinct 
view. Trom this very simple but very beautiful ar- 
rangement, it comes to pass that the plates of which 
the entire ' test ' is made up, possess a very considera- 
able degree of strength, notwithstanding that their 
porousness is such, that if a portion of a fractured edge, 
or any other part from which the *in vesting membrane 
has been removed, be laid upon fluid of almost any 
description, this will bo rapidly sucked up into its 
substance." * 

To return, however, to our spine. When we look 
at it laterally, tlie appearance is such that we cannot 
but firmly believe, that it is grooved throughout with 
straight and deep longitudinal fuiTows. But if we 
break off the same spine transversely, and so exhibit 
it that tho broken end shall bo presented to the eye, 
we perceive that there are no gi-ooves; but that tho 
points in the circumference, which seemed to be the 
summits of the ridges, which are very narrow, are 
really lower than the intermediate spaces, which we 
supposed to be the grooves, and that the surface of 
these spaces is really convex in a slight degree. 

The explanation of these contradictory appearances 
is easily given. Meanwhile, however, they read an 
important lesson to tho inexperienced microscopist, 
not to decide too hastily on the character of a surface 

'The MiciOBcopP, p. 663. 

14* 



..Google 



322 EVKNIKGS AT THE MICEOSCOPE. 

or a structure, from one aspect merely. So many are 
tlie chances of illusion, that the student should always 
seek to view his subject in diiferent aspects, and under 
varying conditions of light, position, &c, 

Ifc is by making a thia transyerse section of a spine 
— cutting off a slice of it, to speak in homely phrase — 
that we shall demonstrate the structure, which is 
very beautiful. This is an operation rec^uiring much 
delicacy and practice, and implements for tlie special 
purpose ; and hence it is best performed by profes- 
sional persons, who prepare microscopic objects for 
sale. You may see sacli a section, however, on this 
slide ; but I do not know whetlier the spine belongs to 
the species we are examining. 

The whole central portion is formed of the sponge- 
like calcareous matter, which, from the variously 
reflected and refracted rays of light, appeal's nearly 
opaque, and of a bhiish colour by transmitted light. 
This structure sends fortli radiating points (making 
longitudinal ridges, of couree, in the perfect spine;) 
and it is the opacity of these points (or ridges) which 
reach the circumference, tliat gives to the spine tlie 
appeai'ance of being fluted. Indeed it would be fluted 
if this were the entire structure ; but the open space 
left between these projecting radii is filled with the 
solid glassy matter, having, as we see, a convex sur- 
face. This, however, from its perfect transparency, 
is not seen when we look at the side of the spine, the 
eye going down to the bottom of the interspace. The 
spine is, in fact, a fluted column of spongy glass, with 
the grooves filled with solid glass. 

"Wo liiive not yet seen, however, the beautiful 
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mechanism appropriated to the movement of these 

spines. You can hardly eee this 

to advantage in the hving am ( 

mal, but here is tlie entire shelly 

box of a dead Echinus, on which, 

while for the moat part the pui 

face is denuded of spmei, i lew 

dozen remain sufficieiitlj attached 

to Bhow what I wish to demon 

strate, viz., the mode ot articuU 

tion. Ton observe that the whole " 

globose shell is covered with tiny 

Itnobs, differing in size, and not 

set in very regidar, or at least not ^^^^ ^^ echihub. 

very obvious order, but showing Stgnieat of secitoii. 
a tendency to run in lines from pole to pole of the 
globe. Giving attention to one of the larger of these 
knobs, under a lens it is seen to be a hemispherical 
eminence on the shell, the very summit of which is 
crowned by a tiny nipple of polished whiteness, re- 
sembling ivory. Now if we carefully lift one of the 
stiil remaining spines from its attachment, which in its 
present dried state is so fragile that the slightest touch 
is sufficient for the purpose, wo shall note that its base 
rests on this tiny nipple; and on turning it up, and 
bringing the magnifying power to bear upon its b«se, 
we see that this is excavated witli a hollow, whose di- 
mensions exactly correspond with those of the nipple. 
It is indeed a tnio " ball and socket" joint, like that 
of the Imman hip or shonlder, and is surrounded by a 
capsular ligament to keep it in place, the muscles 
which sway the spine from side to side and cause it to 
rotate, being inserted outside the capsule. Pr 
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Edward Forbes calculates that upon a large Echinus, 
such as this dried specimen of JE. sphmra-, there are 
more than four thooaand Bpinee, every one of -wliicli 
has the structure, the mechanism, and the moveraenfe 
that -we have been examining. Well may lie say, that 
" truly the skill of- the Great Architect of Nature ia 
not less displayed in the constrnction of a Sea-urchin 
than in the building np of a world 1 " 

To j-etura now to our little E. miUaris, ■which has 
been ali this time coursing round and round his saucer, 
wondering, perchance, at the narrowness and shallow- 
ness of the White Sea in which he finds himself. Again 
we peer, lens to eye, over the bristliug surface, and dis- 
cern, shooting up amidst the spines, and almost as 
thickly crowded as they, multitudes of the tiny organs 
which have caused so muoli doubt and discussion 
among naturalists. Miiller, tlie great maiine zoologist 
of Denmark, who first discovered them, thought them 
parasitic animals, living piratically upon the unwilling 
Urchin, and accordingly gave them generic and specific 
names. The term PedieeUaria, which lie assigned to 
his supposed genus, is that by which modem naturalists 
have agreed to call them still, though the word is not 
now used in a generic sense, since it is indubitably 
established that they are not independent animals, but 
essential parts of the Urchin iteelf. Miiller described 
three distinct sorts, and I have added a fourth to the 
number; they are named P. triphylla, tridens, glohi- 
fera, and st&reophylla. They all agree in these particu- 
lars : — that each has a long, slender, cylindrical, 
fieshy stem, through the centre of which runs an axis 
or rod of calcareous substance; that the base of. the 
stem rests on the skin of the Urchin ; that on the sum- 
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init is placed a head consisting of three pieces, whicli 
ai'e capable of being widely opened and of being closed 
together, at least at their tips ; tliat the edges of these 
pieces, which come into mntnal contact, are furnished 
with teeth, which lock into each other; that the head- 
pieces (like the stem) consist of calcareous centres, 
clothed with flesh ; that, besides the opening and shut- 
ting of the head, the stem can be swayed from side to 
side ; and that all tlicse movements are epontaneons, 
and apparently voluntary. It appeare that the head- 
pieces close on any object presented to them, snch as 
the point of a needle, and hold with considerable force 
and tenacity, so that the PediceUaria, may be drawn 
out of the water without relaxing its grasp. 

Looking at one of the firet-named bind, the Pedicel- 
laria triphylla, of this Echiims miliai^, we see that it 
consists of three broad and thick sub-triangular pieces, 
jointed into a head, set on a thickish stem of transpar- 
ent gelatinous fibrous substance, through which a slen- 
der core of calcareous matter runs that looks fibrous 
and blue. The three movable pieces or blades are con- 
vex externally, concave internally; thin in substance, 
furnished along their opposing or concave sides with 
two longitudinal ridges or keels, each of which is cut 
into the most beautifully fine teeth, so that the edge of 
each ridge looks like a shark's tooth ; the edges of the 
pieces are also similarly toothed : these shut precisely 
mto each other. 

In the larger £!. splimra, the head-blades of this kind 
have one etout central ridge, which is rounded and 
not toothed. It forms the front of a great intenor 
cavity, which opens by two orifices on each side of the 
eolumn. 
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The movable pieces inclose a skeleton of c 
substance, glassy, colourless, and brittle, in which, ac- 
coi-ding to the plan I liarc already described, are ex- 
cavated a multitude of oval cavities which form irregu- 
lar rows ; a central line runs down each piece, that is 
solid and free from cavities. Tliie calcareous skeleton 
is encased in a gelatinous iiesh, similar to and continu- 
ous with that of the stalk. 

This is the smallest kind, the head being about 
j'jtb of an inch in height. 

Considerable modifications are found to exist in the 
details of each form, in the relative proportions whieh 
the parts bear to each other, and eo 
forth ; so that two forms, which in 
their extreme conditions widely dif- 
fer, mutually approacii, and appear 
to ran into each other. Tliis is the 
case ■^^ ith the present, and with the 
form which I will now show you. 

I* tridens is much larger tiian 

nnj ot the other forms, the movable 

hcAd being about jjth of an inch in 

kng h, and t!ie whole organ about 

^th ot an inch. This may be con- 

sideied as essentially P, triphylla, 

I modified by the blades being greatly 

' di awn out in length, and at the same 

le lenderod quite slender, so that 

thei may be called pins ; they meet 

onlj it the points, where they often 

TRiDEsa. cross, the intei-spaces of the basal 

parts being open. The inner edges of these are notched 

with teeth as in P, trvphyUa, of wliieli those near the 
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tips are larger and cut into subordinate teetli of exqui- 
site minuteness. 

"We have here an opportunity of seeing tliat the oval 
or square jnartings, which are tliickly placed through- 
out the calearenus substance of the blades, are certainly 
cavities in it ; for in those examples in wiiieli the pins, 
which are very brittle, are broken, the edge of the frac- 
ture is not even, but jagged witli holes exactly corre- 
sponding with the mai'ks in question ; so that the struc- 
ture is the same aa that of the spines and of all tlie 
other solid parts of the Urchin. 

We will now examine some speeiniens of P. tridens, 
treated with potash, which will enable tis to see the cal- 
careons support better. The head-blades expand at the 
base into three-sided prisms or pyramids, each of the 
two interior sides of which is indented with a large 
cavity, leaving a projecting dividing ridge, armed with 
teeth somewhat remote from each other. The one ex- 
terior angle is toothed in a corresponding manner, but 
the opposite angle appears plain. Tlie angle of one 
blade-base fits into the cavity of its neighbour ; and, so 
far as I have observed, when the two edges thus over- 
lap, it is the toothed one that is on the outside. Look- 
ing from the circumference towards the centre of the 
head, it is the left angle that is toothed (tnd external, 
the right being plain and sheathed. This observation, 
however, applies only to £J. miliaris j for, in the cor- 
responding organs of E. sjphcBra, both sides of the trig- 
onal base appear uutoothed, except close to the bot- 
tom, where a deep notch indents each margin. 

Viewed from beneath, the head assumes an outlme 
wliich is rondo-triangular ; but yet such tliat each side 
of the triangle has a very obtuse projecting angle in 
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the middle, where the blade-hasea meet each other, 
Tliey fit accurately, and each has a deep oblong cavity 
in its bottom, which does not, as I conceive, communi- 
cate with the interior. 

By selecting one of these heads, which has been 
divested of its fleshy parte by immersion in caustic 
potash, and then well cleansed by soaking in clean 
water, and placing it nnder a low power of the micro- 
scope — 100 diameters, for example— with a dark ground, 
and the light of the lamp cast strongly upon it by 
means of the Lieherkuhn, or the side-condenser, we 
shall have an object of most exquisite beauty. Tlie 
material has all the transparency and sparkling bril- 
liance of flint-glass, while the elegantly-shaped pins, 
the perfect symmetry of the prismatic bases, the arch 
which is lightly throi,vn across their cavity, the minute 
teeth of the tips locking accurately into each other, 
and the oval cavities in the whole structure set in reg- 
ular rows, and reflecting the light from thousands of 
points, constitute a spectacle which cannot fail to elicit 
your admiration. 

JP. gldbifera is formed on the same model as P. 
triphyUO'^'vA is more globose, and each piece appears 
to have a deep cleft at the point, which does not ex- 
tend to the "interior side, where a thick ridge runs 
down from the point to the base. At the summit of 
this ridge, in each of the three divisions, there is set 
a strong acute spine, directly horizontally inwards, so 
that the three cross each other when the blades close, 
which they do energetically — a formidable apparatus 
of pi-ebension I Tlie stem is much more slender than 
in P. triphyUa, and the height of the bead of one of 
average size is only j'^d of an inch. It is peculiar also 
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in being slender tbrougbout, and in baving tbe knobbed 
calcareous stalk extending up to tbe bead, wliicb ap- 
pears to work on it. In eaeb of tbe otber eoi-ts tbe 
stalk extends only tbrougb a part of the distance, above 
wbich the investing fleshy neck becomes wider and 
empty. 

But the internal structure is not quite tlie same aa 
in tbe others. The main portion of tbe head is eom- 
poaed of gelatinous flesh ; the calcareous support being 
reduced to tliat ridge which runs up the interior side 
of the blade. This is eomewbat bottle-shaped, with a 
bulbous base, and a long slender neck, with two edges 
on tbe inner face, which are armed with horizontal 
hooked spines, some of which are double, and the whole 
terminates in a sort of ring, formed by the last pair of 
spines, whicb unite into the acute horizontal point that 
I have already mentioned, Tbe skeleton is flUed with 
oval cavities like that of the others. 

The fourth kind of PediceUa/ria, which I call P. 
si^reofhylla, is ijuite distinct from either of the others. 
It is very minute, the bead being only 3^0!^ of an inch 
in height. Tbe head is a prolate solid spheroid, cut 
into three segments, exactly as if an orange were di- 
vided by three perpendicular incisions meeting at the 
centre. Thus the blades meet accurately in every part 
when closed, but expand to a horizontal condition. 
These are almost entirely calcareous, being invested 
but thinly with the gelatinous flesh. They are filled 
with the usual oval cavities, set in sub-parallel arched 
series. 

Tbe head is set on a hollow gelatinous neck nearly 
as wide as itself, and thrown into numerous annulAr 
wrinkles ; its walls are comparatively thin, disclosing a 
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wide cavity apparently quite empty, as the "blue cal- 
careous stem extends only half-way from the base to the 
head. At this point the neck contracts rather abruptly, 
and continues to the base, hut just wide enough to in- 
vest the stem. 

This sort is confined, so far as I have seen, to the 
ovarian plates and their vicinity, where they are nu- 



Thus these tiny organs, so totally unlike anything 
with which we may parallel them in other classes of 
animals, do not merely afford us amusement, and de- 
light us by their elegance of shape and sparkling 
beauty, the variety and singularity of their forms, the 
elaborateness of tlieir structure and the prefection of 
their mechanism, hut excite our marvel as to what can 
be the object which they subserve in the economy of the 
creature— what purpose can be fulfilled by so many 
hundreds of organs so singular, and scattered over the 
whole surface of the shelly body. 

It is very difficult to answer this question. Tlie 
only organs with which they can be compared are the 
singular " birds' heads" in so many of the Polyzoa, 
which we looked at some time ago. But, unfortu- 
nately, a like mystery enshrouds the use of those pro- 
cesses, and the only light that we have as yet upon 
either form is that of dim conjecture. It has been sup- 
posed that, in both cases, the function of the prehensile 
forceps is to seize minute animahoiles or floating atoms 
of food, and pass them to the mouth : but the supposi- 
tion is involved in great difficulties'; as the organs, 
liowever fitted for prehension, seem peculiarly unsuited 
for transmitting objects ; besides that the great majority 
of them are placed very remote from the mouth. I can 
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only (sspeat the conjecture ■which I have hazarded in 
the eaee of tho Folyzoan " hirds' heads," viz., that the 
Pedic(Mari<s arc intended to seize minute animals, and 
to hold them till they die and decompose, as baits to 
attract clouds of Infusoria, ■which, multiplying in the 
vicintiy of the TJrcliin, may afford it an abundant sup- 
ply of food 

There ie yet another eeriea of organs which stretch 
oat from every part of the periphery of this living box ; 
scarcely less numerous than either the spines or Pedi- 
cdlaHcB, but very different from both. They are ■what 
I alluded to just now as the feet. Let us pay a mo- 
ment's attention to their appearance and action, before 
ive examine their structure. 

Wo see, then, extending from various points of the 
shelly case of the Urchin, and reaching to twice or 
thrice the length of the longest spines, slender pellucid 
tubes, slightly tapering towards then" free extremity, 
■which then abruptly dilates into a hemispherical knob, 
with a flat end. These very delicate organs are ex- 
tended or contracted at the will of the animal, turned 
in every direction, waved hither and thither and evi- 
dently have tho faculty of adhering very firmly by 
then- dilated tips to any object to which they are ap- 
plied. 

So much we can discern as we watch tho creature 
disporting in tliis vessel of water ; but we will now en- 
deavour to learn a little more about its structure and 
economy. Selecting for this purpose a sucker which is 
extended to great length, I snip it across with a paif of 
sharp scissore, as near the base as I can. Mark the re- 
sult. The terminal knob -which was attached to the 
bottom of the saucer maintains its hold ; but the tube 
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has Buddenly slirnnk up to a sixth part of its former 
length, exchanging at the same time its smooth slencler- 
58 and translucency for 
corrugated semi-opa- 
city. I push the knob 
aside ivith a needle's 
point and tlms destroy 
its adhesion ; ■which done, 
I take np the severed and 
shruiikeii sucker, and lay 
it in a little sea-water in 
the live-box. 

Under a power of 180 
diameters we see that the tube is composed of two 
series of muscular fibres, the one set running length- 
wise, the other transversely or annularly ; tlie former 
by tlieir contraction diminishing the length of the tnbo, 
the latter diminishing its calibre. Tiie ]nuscular walls 
are cf>vered with a transparent skin, studded witli round 
orange-coloured spots, perhaps glandular, exactly eimi- 
) those wO saw on the ex- 
' terior of the spines and Pcdicel- 
\ laria. 

Now, to illustrate the action 
of these tubular feet, I must 
again have recourse to the de- 
nuded shell of a preserved 
Eehinus. Taking this globose 
empty box into your hand, hold 
it up against the light, looking 
ronas of fkciiis. j^ ^^ ^j^^ large orifico, which 

was once occupied by the mouth ; — you see that the 
whole shell is pierced with minuto lioles — pores, ■which 
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are an-anged in ten longitudinal or meridional linos, as- 
sociated so as to make five pairs of lines. Now, with a 
lens, seratiuize more minutely a portion of any one of 
these lines, and yon discern that it is composed of a 
multitude of pores, which have a peculiar order of ar- 
rangement among themselves ; that is to say, they form 
minor rows which cross, obliquely or diagonally, the 
coui-se of the meridional line. These rows are tliein- 
selves double, the pores running in pairs, not however 
with mathematical symmetry. In this species, there 
are three pairs of pores in each row, and so there are in 
the one which I have here alive, but in other of our 
native species the rows consist of five pairs. 

These pores are intimately connected with the tubu- 
lar feet, each of which springs from a portion of the 
shell that is perforated with a pair of pores ; so that 
the cavity of every tube communicates with the interior 
of the shelly box by two orifices. 

Now on the interior side of these two pores— that 
is, within the cavity of the shell — there is placed a 
little membranons, or rather muscular, bladder, filled 
with a fluid which is not materially different from sea- 
water. Tliere is a free communication between the 
bladder within and the tube without the shell, by means 
of the pair of pores through which the fluid passes. 
By means of the muscular fibres, which are under the 
control of the Urchin's will, any portion of this double 
vessel can be contracted to a certain extent. Suppose 
it is the interior bladder ; the effect of the contraction 
of its walls is to diminish its capacity, and the con- 
tained fluid is forced through the pores into the tube 
without. The longitudinal fibres of this part being at 
the same moment relaxed, the tube is lengthened be- 
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cause of tlie injected "water. Suppose, dow, in turn, 
the fitres of the tube contract, ■while those of the blad- 
der relax ; the fluid is driven bact, the bladder dilates, 
and the tube shortens, until, if the animal so please, its 
svrollen ti]> is brought close up to the porea. By me- 
diauiem so beautiful and simple is the prolongation or 
abbreviation of these organs effected. 

"We noticed, however, that the extremities of the 
tubes had an adhesive power, which faculty it is that 
constitntea them feet. They are prehensile, and thus 
they afford, as we observed in the living Urchin, the 
means by which it takes hold of even a smooth and 
vertical surface, as tlie side of a glass tank, and drags 
up its body thereby. 

Putting, now, the extremity of this cut-off tube 
under graduated pressure, having first applied to it a 
drop of caustic potash, we see that it carries a beauti- 
ful glassy plate of extreme thinness, which lies free in 
the swollen cavity of the termination of the tube. This 
plate is circular in form, apparently notched at the 
margin, and cut with four or iive {for the number varies) 
incisions, which reach almost to the centre. The sub- 
stance is formed of the common clear brittle calcareous 
matter of the skeleton, hollowed into numberless cav- 
ities, according to the general plan. The centre is per- 
forated with a larger round orifice. The appearance of 
marginal notching is deceptive ; and indicates a stmc- 
ture analogous to what we see in the spine. The 
notched line indicates the extent of the spongy strac- 
ture ; but beyond this the plate extends into a perfectly 
circular smooth edge, but is constituted of a layer of 
calcareous substance so thin that there is no room for 
the ordinary cavities within it. 
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The round aperture in the centre plays an important 
part in tlie function of the organ. The foot adheres on 
the same principle as that hy which children tate tip 
large flat stones with a piece of 
wetted leather, to the middle of 
which a string is attached. The 
boy drops his sucker on the 
stone, and treads firmly on it, to 
bring it into close contact with 
the surface ; then he pulls at the 
stiing perpendicularly, hy wliich 
the central part of the leather is 
lifted a little way from the stone, 

leaving a vacuum tliere ; since the contact of the edges 
with the stone ia so perfect that no air can find entrance 
between them. Now the pressure of the atmosphere 
upon the leather is so great that a considerable weight, 
perhaps half-a-dozen pounds, may be lifted by the string 
before the union yields. 

"Well, tlie very counterpart of this amusing opera- 
tion is repeated hy the clever " Urchin" whose per- 
formances we are considering. The tube is his string ; 
the dilated end with the plate in it, his leather ; his 
muscular power acts lihc the other urchin's tread, to 
press the bottom of the sucker against the surface of 
the rock. Then he pulls the string ; in otlier words, 
he drags inwards the centre of the muBCular bottom of 
the sucker, which is, as it were, sucked up into the cen- 
tral orifice of the plate. Thus a vacuum is formed 
beneath the middle of the sucker, on which the weight 
of the incumbent water and atmosphere united presses 
with a force far more than sufELeient to resist the 
weight of his body, when he drags upon it, and, as it 
were, warps himself up to the adhering point. 
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Here is in my cabinet a specimen of a Sca-urcliin 
of a less regular form ; it is the Heart-Urdiin {Am- 
phidot/iis cordaius). Essentially, its structure agrees 
with that of the more globular forms, but it is lieart- 
ehaped, and the two oriiiccs, instead of being at oppo- 
site poles, are separated only by about one third of the 
circumference. It shows also singular impressed marks 
on its sbeU, as if made by a seal on a plastie sub- 
stance. 

But what I chiefly wish to direct your attention to 
are the spines. These differ much from the kindred 
organs in £^chmus, being far more numerous, very 
slender, curved, thickening towards the tip, and lying 
down upon tlie shell in the manner of hair, whence the 
species is sometimes called the Hairy Sea-egg. Tlie 
array of spines has a glittering silky appearance in this 
dried state. 

We will now put a few of them under a low power 
of the microscope, using reflected light and a dark 
background. They thus present a very beautiful ap- 
peai'ance ; elegantly-formed curved clubs, made of a 
substance which seems to be between glass and ivory, 
having the whiteness of the latter and the ghttering 
brilliance of the former. The entire surface appears to 
be exquisitely carved with excessively minute oval pits, 
arranged in close-set lines, with the most charming re- 
gularity. It is the light reflected from the polished 
bottoms of these pits that imparts to the surface its 
sparkling brilliancy. At the bottom of the spine there 
is a little depression, which fits a tiny nipple on a wart- 
like prominence of the shell, as we saw in Echinus / 
but a little way above this point there is a singular 
projection or shoulder of the calcareous substance, 
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wliich is set on at a very oblique angle with tiie axis 
of the epine, reminding one, as we look at the spine 
laterally, of the budding tinea on the horn of a young 
deer. 

At first, perhaps, you are at a loss to know what 
purpose this shoulder can serve ; but by turning to the 
shell and carefully observing the spines in their natural 
connexion with it, you will observe that the obliquity 
of ite position accurately corresponds with the angle 
wliich the individual spines form with the surface of 
the shell from which they spring ; and that the shoulder 
has its plane exactly parallel witli the latter, but raised 
a Httle way above it. Now the entire shell, during 
life, was clotlied with a living vascular flesh, having a. 
thickness exactly corresponding to the distance of the 
shoulder from the shell. This shoulder, then, was an 
attachment for the muscular bands, whose office it 
was to move the spine to and fro ; the projection af- 
fording the muscles a much hettor purchase, or power, 
than they could have had if they had been inserted into 
tlie slender stem itself. 

The tubercles on the shell show a structure which 
corresponds with this. They are very minute ; but 
each of them is regularly formed, and is crowned witli 
its little polished nipple, on which, as I have said, the 
spine works, as by a ball-and-socket joint. These are 
arranged with perfect regularity in qy/mcwne, and by 
close examination you will see that each is inclosed in a 
little area formed by a very low and narrow ridge of 
the shell, which makes a network. On the lateral por- 
tions of the under surface the meshes of this net are 
particularly conspicuous, and we see that they consti- 
tute shallow hexagonal cells, in the midst of which 
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is seated the tubercle ; yet not in the exact centre 
either, but nearer the front than the hack of the area 
inclosed. 

IlJ'ow this elevated ridge affords, doubtless, tlie in- 
sertion of the other end of the muBclcB that move the 
spine ; the ridge giving a better purchase than a flat 
'iurfaee, as the keel on tlie breastbone of birds is deep 
in proportion to the vigour of the muscles used for 
flight. And, surely, the apparently trivial fact that 
the space behind the tubercle is gi'eater than that in 
front, is not without significance, since it implies a 
tliicker muscle at that part, which accords with the cir- 
cumstance that such would be the insertion of the 
muscle-band whose eontraetion produces the outward 
stroke by which the sand is forced away from the 
bed. ■ 

But what is the need of so much eare being be- 
stowed npon the separate motion of these thousands of 
hair-like spines, that each individual one should have a 
special structure with special muscles, for its individual 
movement I The hairs of our head we cannot move 
individually: why should the Heart-Urchin move his? 
Truly, these hairs are the feet with which he moves. 
The animal inhabits tlie sand at the bottom of the sea 
in our shallow bays, and burrows in it. By going 
carefully, wiUi Uie lens at your eye, over the shell, you 
perceive that the spines, though ail formed on a com- 
mon model, differ considerably in the detail of their 
form, I have shown you what may bo considered the 
average shape ; but in some, especially the finer ones 
that clothe tlie sides, the club is slender and pointed ; 
in others, as in those behind tlie mouth, which are the 
largest and coarsest of all, the club is dilated into a long 
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flat spoon ; while in tlie long, ranch-bowed spines which 
densely crowd upon the hack, the form is almost tini- 
fornily taper throughout and pointed. 

The animal sinks into the sand month downwards. 
The hroad spoons hehind the mouth come first into 
requisition, and scoop away the sand, each acting in- 
dividually and tlirowing it outwards. Observe how 
beautifully they are arranged for this purpose ! diverg- 
ing from the median line with the curve backwards and 
outwards. Similar is the aiTangement of the slender 
side-spines ; their curve is still more backwards, the 
tips arching unifonnly outwards. They take, indeed, 
exactly the curve which the fore-paws of a mole pos 
sess — only in a retrograde direction, since the Urchin 
sinks backwards — which has been shown to he so effec- 
tive for the excavating of the soil and the throwing of 
it outwards. Pinally, the long spines on the hack are 
suited to reach the sand on each side, when the crea- 
ture has descended to its depth, and by their motions 
work it inward again, covering and c«fticeaHng the in- 
dustrious and effective miner. 

Thus we have another instance added to the ten 
thousand times ten thousand, of the wondrous wis- 
dom of God displayed in the least and most obscure 
things. " All thy woi'ks shall praise thee, Lord ! " 
(Ps. cxlv. 10.) 

There is an order of animals which naturahsta put 
in the same category as the Sea-urchins, but which an 
unscientific observer would regard as possessing little 
or no affinity with them. Some are like long, soft, and 
fleshy worms, and others, which come the nearest to 
the creatures we have been looking at; have still the 
lengthened form, which, however, so closely resembleg 
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tliat of a warty angled cucumber that the animale 1 
allude to are familiarly called Sea-cucumbers {Holo- 
thuriad(B). Tlie marine zoologiet frequently finds them 
beneath stones at extreme low water, and larger 
forms — as big in every direction as a marketable cu- 
cumber— are occasionally scraped from the bottom of 
the deep sea by means of that useful instrument, the 
dredge. If you drop one of them into sea-water you 
will presently see from one extremity an exquisite array 
imfold like a beautifully cut flower of many petals, or, 
rather, a star of ramifying plumes. Soon it begins to 
climb tlie walls of your aquarium, and then you catch 
the first glimpse of its affinity to the Urchins ; for the 
. short warts which run in longitudinal lines down the 
body, corresponding to the angles, gradually lengthen 
themselves, and are soon perceived to be sucking-feet, 
analogous in structure and in function to those with 
which the Star-iish and Sea-urchin creep along. 

But the relationship becomes more apparent still 
when we find that the Cucumber has a skeleton of cal- 
careous substance deposited on exactly the same plan 
as in the Urchin, viz., around insulated rounded cavi- 
ties. It is true you may cut open the animal and find 
nothing at all more solid than the somewhat tough and 
leathery skin ; but a calcareous skeleton is there not- 
withstanding, though in truth only a rudimentary one. 
If we were to cut off a considerable fragment of the skin, 
and spread it out to dry upon a plate of glass, and 
then cover it with Canada balsam, we should find — as- 
sisted by the translueeney which is communicated to 
the tissues by tlie balsam— that the skin is filled with 
scattered atoms of the calcareous structure, perfectly 
agreeing with that with which the solid frame-work of 
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the Ureliiu is "built up, "but minute and isolated in the 
flesh instead of heing united into one or more masses 
of definite organic form. 

But the atoms I speak of are still more perfectly- 
seen by dissolving tlie piece of skin in boiling potash, 
and -washing the sediment t-wice or thrice in pure 
-water ; this may then he spread upon a glass slide, 
and covered with a plate of thin glass, -when it forms 
an interesting and permanent object for study. I have 
here a slide which is the result of such treatment ; to 
the naked eye it appears sprinkled with the finest dust, 
but under magnifying power it is seen to consist of 
numberless calcareous bodies, of great beauty, and very 
free from extraneous matter. 

The elegance of the forms is remarkable, and also 
their uniformity ; for though there do occur here and 
there among them plates of no regular shape, perforated 
with large or small roundish oriflecs, yet the over- 
whelming majority are of one form, subject to slight 
modifications, in shape and size, 

Keglecting, then, the irregular pieces, we perceive 
that the normal form is an oval of open work, built up 
by the repetition of a single element. That element is 
a piece of clear glassy material, highly refractive, of 
the shape of a dumb-bell — two globes united by a 
thick, short column. The oval is constructed thus : — 
Biippose two dumb-bells to be placed in contact, side 
by side, and soldered together, there would be of course 
an oval aperture between their columns. Then two 
others domb-bells are united to these in a similar man- 
ner, but one on each side, so that the globes of each 
shall rest in the valley between the former globes now 
united. These then are soldered fast in like n 
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and tlie result ia tliat there are three oval apertures. 
Tlie next step is that on the top of the four united 
globes two other dumb-hells stand erect, and lean over 
towards each other till their upper globes come into 
contact, tlieir lower ones remaining remote ; these are 
soldered to the mass and to each other, at the points of 
contact, leaving a fourth apertnre. The same is re- 
peated at the opposite end by two other dumb-bells ; — 
and tJie structnre is complete as you see it. In almost 
all eases the two united globes of these terminal ele- 
ments are fused into one 
globe, and in not a few 
instances the appearance 
is as if these two dumb- 
bells were bat one, bent 
over in a semi-circular 
form ; but stiil a good 
many specimens occur in 
which the two dumb-bells 
can be qnlto distinguished from each other. Tlie cal- 
careous matter that solders the elements together seems 
abundant, and has tlio appearance that would he pre- 
sented if they had been made of solid glass, and united 
by glass in a state of fusion ; tlio latter having appa- 
rently run together, so as to smooth and round angles 
and fill up chinks, even where, as is olten the case, the 
globes themselves have only mutually approximated, 
and not come into actual contact. 

The average dimensions of these oval aggregations 
may be -004 inch in length, and a little more than '003 
in width ; but some specimens occur which are a little 
lai-ger, and othci-s a little smaller than this ; while tlie 
irregular plates are sometimes three times the length. 
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Some of the more ■worm-like memlDers of this class 
have, however, a skeleton composed of pieces imbedded 
in their skin, of even more re- 
raarkablo shapes than tliese. 
One of these is the Ghirodota 
violacea — a nativeof the south- 
ern coasts of Europe. "We have I 
indeed a British species of the i 
same genus, a specimen of \ 
which is in my possession, but 
I have vainly examined the 
skin for any structure anal- 
ogous to this.* In the Medi- 
terranean species llie skin, especially of the belly-side, 
is described as filled with plates exactly resembling 
broad and thin wheels of glass, supported by four, five, 
or six radiating spokes, and having the inner edge of 
tiie lioop cut into teeth of excessive delicacy. 

Another animal remarkable for its cuticular fnrni- 
ture is the genus Synapta, which is very similar in form, 
and closely allied to the Ghirodota. It is very common 
in the Adriatic and Mediterranean seas, but baa not yet 
been taken on the British coasts. I would counsel yon, 
however, to have your eyes open if yon have the op- 
portunity of searching our coasts ; for, as Miiller found 
one species, the Synapta inhcerens, on the shores of 
Denmark, it is not at all unlikely that we may possess 
either it or some other. Should it ever come into your 
hands, slit open the skin of the belly, where you will 

• The mo3t careful and repeated search has not aTailed me to find in 
tho skin the least trace of calcareous atoms ; but this may possiblj be 
bccfiuae I had unfortunatelj preserved my specimen in <i«ia!e o/ uZumina 
snd Ihe acetic acid has perhaps dissolved the lime. 
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find, embedded in little papillse or warts, some liigMy 
curious epicula or calcareous forms. Each consists of 
an oblong plate, perforated with large holes in a regular 
manner, and having a projection on its 
surface near one extremity, to which is 
j ointed a second piece, having the most 
singularly true resemblance to an an- 
chor. The flukes of this anchor project 
arBAPTi. from the skin, the shank standing ob- 

liquely upward from the plate, to which it is artieulatod 
by a dilatation, where tlie ring would be, which is cut 
into teeth. 

Among the multitude of transparent creatures that 
swim in the open sea, few are more interesting than 
those which constitute the infant state of the very ani- 
mals that we hare lately been examining — the Sea- 
urehins and their allies. It is a productive way of ob- 
taining subjects for mieroseopic research, to go out in a 
boat on a quiet summer's day, especially in the after- 
noon, when the sun has been shining, or when evening 
is waning into night, and witli a fine muslin net 
stretched over a brass ring at the end of a pole, skim 
the surface of the smooth sea. At intervals you take 
in your net, and having a wide-mouthed glass jar 
ready, nearly filled with sea-water, invert the muslin 
in it, when your captives, smaR and great, float off 
into the receiver. After a few such essays, unless you 
have very bad success indeed, you will see even with 
the naked eye, but much more with a lens, that the 
water in your jar is teeming with microscopic life ; 
and though many of your captives will not long sur- 
vive the loss of their freedom, still meanwhile you 
may secure many an interesting object, and e 
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wliilc yet the beauty and froslincss of life remain. 
And moreover, with care and prudence, some selected 
subjects may be maintained in vigour, at least long 
enough to afford yon valuable information on the 
habits, economy, metamorphosis, and development of 
animals, of which even the scientific world knows next 
to nothing. 

I have just been so fortunate as to obtain in tliia 
way the larval stage of one of our Sea-urchins, and 
have it now in the thin glass trough which ia on the 
stage of the microscope. It is just visible to the un- 
assisted sight as a slowly moving point in the clear 
water, when the vessel is held up to the light; but 
with the low power which I am now using, it is dis- 
tinctly made out in all its parts, and is an object of sin- 
gular elegance and beauty. 

It is, as you see, somewhat of the figure of a hel- 
met ; the crest rising to a perpendicular point, which is 
rounded, the vizor or mask descending far down and 
ending in two points, and a long ear hanging down 
on each side, so as to reach the shoulders of the wearer. 
Of course such comparisons are fanciful, but they assist 
one in intelhgible description, 

Kow, the entire helmet is composed of a gelatinous 
flesh of the most perfect transparency, so that we can 
see with absolute clearness everything that is within it. 
And the first thing that strikes us is, that a irame-work 
or skeleton of extreme delicacy, composed of glassy 
rods, supports the whole structure. Look carefully at 
this, and mark its symmetry and elegance. There is, 
then, first, a rod which passes through the crest per- 
pendicularly, and carries at its lower extremity a hori- 
zontal ring. To the opposite sides of this ring are 
15* 



..Google 



346 EVENIKG9 AT THE MIOEOSCOPE, 

soldered two other very slender rods, passing down 
neariy in a perpendicular direction, but a little direrg 
ing ; and two otlier shorter rods pass down from the 
front of the ring, parallel to these. After a while eacii 
lateral pair of rods is united by a short cross-piece, and 
the result is four lengthened rods, two of which go 
down through the vizor into the chin-points, and two 
larger and stouter ones through the ears into the 
shoulder-points. This, then, is the solid skeleton, the 
interest of which is much enlianced, when we observe 
that it is formed, on the common plan, out of per- 
forated lime-glass, the two ear-roda and the crest-rod 
being pierced with a regular series of oval holes, and 
bearing on their edges corresponding projecting points. 

!N"ow, to turn again to the gelatinous flesh, Tlie 
inner surface of the vizor, or that which would he in 
contact with the face of the wearer, supposing it to be 
a real helmet, has a great squarish orifice with a thick- 
ened margin, which we see by its movements to be 
highly sensitive and contraetUe. This scLTiare orifice is 
the mouth of the lai-va, and it leads into a cavity in the 
upper part of the yizor, which is the gullet ; and this 
in its turn terminates in a narrowed exti'emity, which 
passes into the orifice of a greater and higher cavity, 
the lip of which embraces it just as the bung-hole of a 
barrel receives and embraces the tube of a funnel. The 
latter cavity occupies the chief part of the Tolome of 
the helmet, the four rods diverging to inclose it. It is 
the stomach. 

It adds to the beauty of the little helmet-shaped 
creature, that while the greater portion of the substance 
is of the most colourless transparency, the summit of 
the crest and the tips of the shoulder-points are tinged 
with a lovely rose-red. Tlie whole exterior surface is, 
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moreover, studded witli those minute and glandular 
specks, with -whieli every part of the adult Urchin is 
covered ; and the light is reflected from the various 
prominences with sparHing brilliancy. 

The little creature moves through the water with 
much grace, and with a dignified deliberation ; the 
crest being always uppermost, and the perpendicular 
position invariably maintained. It does not appear 
capable of resting, its movements depending on inces- 
santly vibrating cilia. These organs we perceive 
densely clothing the long ear-pieces, but more espe- 
cially accumulated and more vigorous in a thickened, 
flesliy band, which passes partly round the whole hel- 
met, at the origin of these pieces. 

Tou do not discern the slightest resemblance of 
form between this little slowly-swimming dome and 
the spined and boxed XJrchin which 
crawls over the rocks ; and you won- 
der by what steps the tiny. atom of 
one-fortieth of an inch in length is led 
to its adult stage. Fortunately I can 
satisfy your curiosity on this point, 
not indeed from my own observations, 
but by those of Professor Job an n 
Midler, whose discoveries of the de- 
velopments of these and kindred ani- 
mals are among the most interesting, ' 
because the most startling, of the mar- 
vels which modem zoology has re- 
vealed to us. The whole process is 
full of surprising details, to which the 
change of the caterpillar to a chrysalis, 
and that of the chrysalis to a butterfly, ""*■ " sEi-oBcais. 
present no parallel, wonderful as those changes of form 
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r and are. There we have but modifications of 
outward .form, produced by the successive moults or 
castings of the external stin, and tlie gi-adual growth 
of the animal, which has from the first been present, 
though yciled. But the construction of the Sea- 
urchin is by no means a process of skin-casting, nor 
has it any recognised parallel in the whole economy of 
natural history. It is a development perlectly unique. 
I will endeavour to make you acquainted with the 
results anived at from the researches of the eminent 
German zoologist to whom we are indebted for almost 
all we know on the matter. 

Let me first premise that this beautiful helmct- 
sliaped creature is not the future Urchin ; and, strange 
to say, that only a very small portion of the present 
structure, namely, the stomach and gullet, will enter 
into its composition. The helmet is a kind of tem- 
porary nurse, within which the future Urchin is to be 
formed, and by which it is to be carried from place to 
place by its ciliary action, while the young animal is 
gradually acquiring the power of independent life, 
when the whole constitution of the nurse wastes away 
and vanishes ! 

The first trace of the young Urchin is a filmy cir- 
cular plate, which is not symmetrical with the helmet, 
nor formed even on the same plane, but appears db- 
liquely fixed on the exterior of the stomach, on one side, 
close to the arch of transparent flesh which stretches 
from one of the points of the vizor to one of the ear- 
points. Herr Miiller compares the larva (which is not 
helmet-shaped in every species) to a clock-case, of 
which the vizor, with its hanging gullet and mouth, 
form the pendulum, and then the newly-formed disk 
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J the face of tho clock, only it is put on the 
e instead of the front. Now this tiny disk gradually 
grows into the form and assumes all the organs of the 
Urchin, while the enveloping nurse, flesh, rods, and all, 
waste away to nothing. 

The disk, soon after its appearance, is seen to bear 
prominences on its surface, in which is traced the figure 
of a cinque-foil, the elements being five warts set sym- 
metrically. These lengthen and grow into suckers, es- 
sentially identical with those of tho adult, but most 
disproportionately large. In the five triangular inter- 
i these, little points and needles of solid 
i to form, very much like the crys- 
tals that shoot across a drying drop of a soluton of 
some salt; these catch and unite, first into -"J", and 
then into |-| -forms, and then into irregular networks. 
Meanwhile, fleshy cylindrical colujnns spring up from 
the surface, one in each of these interspaces, and pres- 
ently develop, within their substance, a similar frame- 
work of porous glass ; these soon manifest themselves 
to be the spines, and each is seated on a little nucleus 
of network, on which it possesses the power of rotating. 

At the same time pedieellariaj begin to be formed ; 
and, what is specially marvellous, they are first seen, 
not on the disk, which alone is to be the future 
Urchin, but on the interior wall of the helmet, which 
is even now in process of being dissipated, and even 
on the opposite side to that which carries the disk. 
They commonly appear four in number, arranged in 
two pairs ; and one can see in them — they being, like 
the suckers, large out of all proportion to the disk — 
the stem, and the three-leaved heads, which already 
3 their characteristic snapping movements. 
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Tlie disk is meanwhile enlarging its area ; and the 
spines and snckers, gradnally lengthening, at length 
push themselves through the walls of the helmet; the 
hanging points and crest of which are fast diminishing 
by a kind of insensible absorption ; the ciliary move- 
ments become less vigorous, and the mouth closes np. 
But, eorrespondently, the Urchin is beginning to ac- 
quire its own independent 
power of locomotion; for the 
suckers, now ever sprawling 
' about, are capable of adhering 
any foreign body with 
which they come into contact, 
and of dragging the whole 
structure about, by their prop- 
er contractions. The cilia 
that cover the thickened fring- 
ing band still exercise their 
iJ^^C^i^o/iw^-t. powers, and are the last to 




"WTien the disk has grown to such an extent as to 
spread over about half of the larval stomach, very 
little remains of the helmet, except the middle portions 
of the glassy rods and the ciliary bands ; all the rest 
of this exquisitely modelled framework having van- 
ished by insensible degrees, no one knows how or 
where. The stomach and gullet indeed are gradually 
sucked into the ever-growing disk; but all the rest, 
flesh and rods, fringes, bands, and cUia, waste away to 
nothing. 

The mouth of the larva has no connexion with the 
mouth of the Urchin. The little isolated patches of 
glassy network continue to spread through the flesh 
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of the disk, until the whole forms one uiiiforin struc- 
ture, and constitutes a series of plates. The mouth is 
that spot in the ceutre, over which tlie calcareous 
frame is last extended ; and it is first distinguishahle 
by the appearance of live glassy points, which soon 
develop themselves into the live converging jaws, 
which we see forming such a curious apparatus on the 
inferior side of the Sea-Urchin. 

Actual ohservation has not traced the infant animal 
beyond the stage of the development ; but specimens 
have been taken by Professor Muller swimming in 
the sea, in which scarcely a rudiment of the larva re- 
mained. Tliey had the form of round flattened disks, 
which freely moved their spines and crawled about the 
sides of the vessel in which they were kept, by means 
of then- suckers, exactly in the manner of the adult 
Urchin. 

Thus " ends this strange, eventful history ; " and in 
reviewing it, one can scarcely avoid being impressed 
with a sense of the majesty of God in these His humble 
works. By what wonderful, what unexpected roads 
does He arrive at the completion of His designs ! and 
if Buch things as these are only now bursting upon our 
knowledge, after six thousand years of man's familiar 
contact with the inferior creatures, how many more 
wonders may yet remain to be unfolded, as science 
pursues her investigations into the Divine handiwork 1 
And yet, how do this and all similar manifestations of 
power and wisdom, sink into insignifieanee before the 
grand marvel, the wonder of wonders, the great mystery 
of godliness — that God was irAsiFEST in the tiesh ! 
"We are surprised and delighted when we see one crea- 
ture change, as it were, into another, but too often the 
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Btory of that greater wonder, that God should have 
become jnaa, falls upon listless ears and cold hearts ; 
and yet the former, -which we scarcely weary of trac- 
ing, concerns only the well-being of a poor dull crea- 
ture scarcely raised above the life of a plant, whereas 
the latter had for its object the lifting of creatures 
from a state of ruin and wrath to immortal life and 
everlasting glory ; and the creatures axG— ourselves / 
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CHAPTER XVn. 



JELLT-FieilKS. 



As this afternoon was deliglitfuUy calm and warm 
— the very model of an autumnal day— I took my 
mnelin ring-net and walked down to the rocks at the 
margin of the quiet sea. Xor was I disappointed ; for 
the still water, scarcely disturbed by an^ midiilation, 
and clear as crystal, was alive with those brilliant little 
globes of animated jelly, the Ciliograde and Waked- 
eyed Medusfe, apparently little more substantial than 
the clear water itself. Multitudes of them were float- 
ing on the surface, and others were discerned by the 
practised eye, at various depths, shooting hither and 
thither, now ascending, now descending, now hanging 
lightly on their oars, and now, as if to make up for 
sloth, darting along obliquely with qiiieMy-repeated 
vigorous strokes, or rolling and revolving along, in the 
very wantonness of humble happiness. 

After gazing awhile with admiration at tlic undis- 
turbed jollity of the hosts, I made a dip with my net, 
the interior of which, on lifting it from the water, was 
lined with sparkling balls of translucent jelly. They 
were far too numerous to allow me to transfer them all 
to captivity ; they would soon have choked np and 
; one another ; I therefore selected the finest 
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and most interesting, shaking an example or two oi 
each kind into my glass jai' of sea-water, where they 
immediately began to frolie and revel as if still in 
the enjoyment of unrestricted liherty. And hero they 
arc. 

Among these hright and agile beings which are 
shooting their wayward traverses across each other, 
and intertwining their long thread-like tentacles, we 
will select one or two for examination, aa samples of 
their kindred. And first let me isolate this active little 
BeroS {OydAj^e ^omiformis), which I dip out with a 
tearspoon and transfer to this other glass jar, that we 
may watch its form and movements nnaffected by the 
presence of its companions. 

We see, then, a little ball, almost perfectly globu- 
lar, except that a tiny wart marks one pole, of the size 
of a small marble, and apparently turned out of pure 
glass, or ice, or jelly — according to your fancy — per- 
fect transparency and colourlessness being its charac- 
teristics, so much that it is not always easy to catch 
sight of the little creature, except we allow the light to- 
fall on the jar in a particular direction. From two 
opposite sides of the globe proceed two threads of 
great length and extreme tenuity, which display the 
most lively and varied movements. 

These filaments shall occupy us for a few moments. 
We trace them to their origin, and find that they pro- 
ceed each from the interior of a lengthened chamber, 
on each of two opposite sides of the animal. Sudden- 
ly, on the slightest touch of some foreign object, one 
of the threads is contracted to a point and concealed 
within its chamber, but is presently darted forth again. 
When the lovely globe chooses to remain BtUl, the 
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threads Iiang downward, gradually lengthening more 
and more, till their extremities lie along the bottom of 
the jar, extended to a length of six inches from the 
chamber. Then we see that this delicate tliread is not 
simple, bat is famished along one side, throughout its 
length, at regular distances, witli a row of secondary 
filaments, which project at right angles from the main 
thread. 

These secondary filaments constitute an important 
element in the charm which invests this brilliant little 
creature. They are about fifty in number on each 
thread, and some of them are half an inch long, when 
fully extended, but it is seldom that we see them thus 
straightened ; for they are ever assuming the most 
elegant spiral coils, which open and close, extend and 
contract, with an ever-changing vivacity. The animal 
has a very perfect control over the threads, as well as 
over the secondary filaments in their individuahty. 
One, or both, are frequently projected from their 
chambers to their full extent by one impulse ; some- 
times the extension is arrested at any stage, and then 
proceeded with, or the thread is partially or entirely 
retracted. Sometimes the secondary filaments are 
coiled up into minute balls scarcely perceptible, or only 
BO as to give to the main thread the appearance of 
small beads remotely strung on a fine hair ; then a few 
■uncoil and spread divergently ; contract again, and 
again unfold ; or many, or all, interchange these actions 
together, with beautiful regularity and rhythmical uni- 
formity, repeating the alternation for many times in 
rapid succession. 

The beauty and diveraity of the forms assumed by 
these elegant organs begoile us to watch them with 
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unwearied interest, and we wonder what is their func- 
tion. !For, with all our watching, this is hy no means 
clear. They are certainly not organs of motion. At 
times it seems as if they were cahles intended to moor 
the animal, while it floats at a given depth ; or we see 
them with their extremities spread upon the bottom, to 
which they appear to have a power of adhering, thus 
forming fixed points, from which the little globe rises 
and falls at pleasure, shortening or lengthening its 
delicate and novel cables, maintaining all the while its 
erect position. 

When the Cydi^e swims, however, which it doos 
with great energy, the threads seem unemployed, 
streaming loosely behind, and evidently taking no part 
in the progression, though still adding beauty and 
grace to the tout eri^mnble. The organs by which the 
sprightly motions of the whole animal are aflected arc 
of quite another character, and shall now engage our 
attention. 

You have doubtless observed, while gazing on tlie 
animal, a peculiar glittering appearance along its sides, 
mingled in certain lights with brilliant rainbow-reflec- 
tions. J;J"ow let us take an opportunity, when it ap- 
proaches the side of the glass, to examine this appear- 
ance with a lens. The globe, you see, is marked by 
longitudinal bands, eight in number, set at equal dis- 
tances, and ranging like meridians, except that they do 
not quite reach to either pole. These bands are the 
seats of the motile organs, which are highly curious, 
and in some sort peculiar. 

Each band is of considerable width in the middle, 
but becomes narrower towards the extremities. It car- 
ries a number — usually from twenty to thirty — of flat 
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thin membranous fins, set at regular distances, one 
above tlie other, which may be considered as single 
horizontal rows of cilia, agglutinated together into i!at 
plates. Each plate has a rapid movement up and down, 
from the line of its insertion into the band, as from a 
hinge, and thus striking the water downwards, lite a 
paddle. The whole band may he likened to the pad- 
dle-wheel of a steamei", except that the paddles are set 
in a fixed line of curvature instead of a revolving circle. 




The effect, however, is exactly the same : that of pad- 
dling the beautifnl little globe vigorously through the 
water. The prismatic colours ^e produced by the play 
of liglit on their glittering surfaces, which are ever pre- 
sented to the eye of the beholder at changing angles. 

We rarely see these rows of paddle-fins wholly at 
rest, hut occasionally one or two bands will be alone in a 
state of vibration ; or one or more will suspend their ac- 
tion while the rest are paddling. Sometimes in a band 
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that is at vest, a minute aud momentary wave will be 
seen to run rapidly along its length. All these circum- 
stancea show that the ciliaiy motion is perfectly under 
the control of the animal's will, not only in tlie aggre- 
gate, bnt in every part. 

In an excellent memoir on this animal by Mr. E. 
Pattereon of Belfast,* there are some interesting ob- 
servations on the power of its tissues to become tinged 
with extraneous colours, a fact which may be neeful to 
you in your researches, as enabling you with more ease 
and precision to demonstrate the internal structure. 

" From the inconsiderable quantity of solid ma- 
terial," remarks this observer, "which enters into tho 
body of the Berocs, and- the rapid circulation of water, 
which is apparent throughout their frame, we would 
naturally suppose that any tinge which tlie body might 
accidentally acquire would be extremely fugitive. It 
was found, however, to be much leas so than d priori 
would have been expected. My attention was drawn 
to this peculiarity by the circumstance of all my glass 
vessels being one evening occupied by Beroes and 
Crusaeea, so as to compel me to place a small Medusa 
in a tin vesseJ, which chanced to be rusted at the seams. 
Next morning the colourless appearance of the anima! 
was changed into a bright yellow, which appeai-ed to 
pervade every part, and doubtless arose from the oxide 
of iron, diffused tbrouah the sea-water. This, tint re- 
mained during the entire day, although the animal was 
transferred to pure sea-water. Wishing to tiy if the 
vessels of the Beroe would become distinct, if iilled 
with some coloured fluid from which the animal could 
suddenly be withdrawn, and viewed through the usual 

• Trans. Eoy. Irish Acodeniy, to!. lii. pt. 1. 
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transpai'ent medium of eea water, I placed a Beroe in a 
weak infusion of saiFron. At tlie end of twenty minutes 
its colour had undergone a perceptible change, I 
allowed it, however, to remain immersed for about six 
or eeven houre, when it had ^sumed a biight yellow 
hue. It was then placed in pure sea-water, but retained 
its yellow colour for twenty-foar hours afterwards ; and 
tliough it gradually became fainter, it was very percep- 
tible even at the expiration of forty-eight iionrs." 

I am sure you will pardon my interrupting your 
microscopic gazings for a moment by quoting the fol- 
lowing cliarming lines by the Rev, Dr. Drummond, 
which were elicited hy iiis having watched with pleasure 
the elegant form and motions of this little creature. 

" Sow o'er the etern the fine-meaheJ net-bag fling, 
And from the deep the little Beroe bring ; 
Beneath the sun-liC wa.ve she swlme concealed 
By her own brightneBB ; — only now revealed 
To Gage's eye, that gazea with dehght 
On things infisible to Tulgar sight. 
When first estracted from her natiTe brine, 
Bebold a small round miss of gelatine, 
Or frozen dew-drop, void of life or limb : 
But round the crystal goblet let her swim 
"Midat her own element — and lo I a Bplicro 
Banded from pole to pole — a diamond clear, 
Shaped as bard's fancy shapes the small balloon 
To bear Bome sylph or fay beyond tbe moon. 
From all her bands see lucid fringes play. 
That glanee and Eparkle in the solar ray 
With iridescent huei. Now round and round 
She wheels and twirls — now mounts — then sinks profound. 
Now see her, like the belted star of Jove, 
S[Nn on her axis amootli — a.'! if slie strove 
To win applause— a thing of conscious sense. 
Quivering and thrilling with delight intense. 
Long silvery cords Eho treasures in her sides. 
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By which, uncoiled at times, ehe moora and ridei ; 
From these, &b hook-haiis on a Gsher's line. 
See feathery fibrils hang, in graceful twine, 
Gracefu] as tendrils of the mantling vine, 
These, Bwift as angler, by the fishy lake, 
Projects his fly, the keen-ejed trout to take. 
She shoots with rapid jerk to seize her food. 
The small green creatures of crustaceous brood ; 
Soon doomed herself a ruthless foe to find, 
WTien in th' Actinia's arms sbe lies entwio'd. 
Here prieon'd by the vase's crystal bound, 
Impasaahle as Styx's nine-fold round, 
Quick she prefects, as quick retracta again, 
Her flexile toils, and tries her arts !□ Tain : 
"Rll languid grown, ber fine machinery worn 
By rapid friction, and ber fringes i«rn. 
Her full round orb wanes lank, and swift decay 
Perrados her frame tiU all dissolTes away. 

So melts the ice-drop in the tepid flood : 
Thus too sbal! many a shining orb on high 
That studs the broad parilion of the sky. 
Suns and tbeir systems fade, disaolre, and die.^ 

Willie we have been admiring our lovely little 
O^dvppe, and comparing notes with other observera and 
admirere, other species as small, as transparent, aa 
sprightly, and scarcely less elegant, have been impa- 
tiently waiting for their share of admiration ; shooting 
*a and fro, tossing their little bells of ductile glass about, 
tnd alternately lengthening and snatching-in their sen- 
tiitive tentacles, in astonishment at our stoical indiffer- 
ence to their charms, and saying, suo tnore, with the 
jittle urchin whose feelings were hurt by tlie neglect of 
his papa's visitoi- — " You don't notice how beautiful I 
be?" 

A thousand pai'dona, sweet little Sarsia ! We will 
now give you our undivided attention ; and for this 
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end we must take tlie liberty of catching you and of 
transferring your tranalucency to isolated grandeur in 
this otlier glass. Ha ! but you don't want to be caught, 
eh ? And so you pump and shoot round and round the 
jar as the spoon approaches ! Truly yoii are a supple 
little subject, difficult to catch as a fiea, and difficult to 
hold (in a spoon) as an eel. But here you are at last, 
lying aa motionless and as helpless in the silver as a 
half-melted atom of calfs-foot jelly, to which, indeed, 
you possess no small resemblance. 

Look at the pretty little Medusa in bis new abode, 
at once recovering ali his jelly-hood as he feels the 
water laving him, and dashing about his new domain 
with a vigour which makes up for lost time. 

It is a tall bell of glass, a little contracted at the 
mouth — its outline fonning an ellipse, from which 
about a third has been cut otF, • The margin of this 
bell carries four tiny knobs, set at equal distances, and 
thus quartering the periphery ; and these are the more 
conspicuous because each one is marked with a bright 
orange- coloured speck. Physiologists are pretty well 
agreed to consider such specks as these, on the margins 
of the smaller Medusw, as eyes, — rudimentary organs 
of vision, capable, probably, of appreciating the 
presence and the stimulus of light, without the power 
of forming any visual image of external objects. You 
will not gain much information about their function 
from microscopic examination ; for all you can discern 
is an aggregation of coloured specks (pigment-granules) 
in' the midst of the common jelly. 

The knobs, however, are connected witli other 
organs ; for from each of tliem depends a highly sensi- 
tive and veiy contractile tentacle. Sometimes one, or 
16 
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more, or all, of these organs bang down in the water 
motionless, lengthening more and more, especially 
when the bell is still, until they reach a length some 
twelve or lifteen times that of the bell, or umbrella. 
Then suddenly one will be contracted, and, as it were, 
shrivelled, to mere fragments of a quarter of an inch 
long ; then lengthened again to an incJi or two ; then 
Bhortened again. Uow the little bell resumes its ener- 
getic pumping, and shoots round and round in an 
oblique direction, the summit always going foremost, 
and the tentacles streaming behind in long ti-ailing 
lines. Now it is again arrested ; the bell turns over 
on one side and remains motionless, and the tentacles, 
as " fine as silkworms' threads," float loosely in the 
water, become mutually inter-tangled, instantly free 
themselves, pnckcr and shrivel up, slowly lengtlien, 
and hang motionless again, or, as the bell allows itself 
to sink slowly, are thrown into the most elegant cnrves 
and arches. 

Though these tentacles look at first like simple 
tlireads of extreme tenuity, yet when viewed closely 
they ai'e seen to be composed of a succession of minute 
knobs separated by intervals — ^like white beads strung 
on a thread ; the beads being more remote from each 
other in proportion as the tentacle is lengthened. 

This structure is worthy of a more minute inves- 
tigation. "We will, therefore, confine our little Sa/rsid 
in this narrow glass trough, which is sufficiently deep 
to allow its whole form to be immersed, though some- 
what flattened ; which is an advantage, as its move- 
ments are thereby impeded. Now, with a power of 
500 diameters you see that each of the knobs of the 
tentacle is a thickening or swelling of the conimon 
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gelatinous flesh, in which are imbedded a score or two 
of tiny oval vesicles, without any very obvious ar- 
rangement; but for the most part so placed that the 
more pointed end of each is directed toward the cir- 
cumference of the thickening. The intermediate slen- 
der portions of the tentacle — the thread on which the 
beads are strung — -is quite destitute of these vesicles. 

These little bodies are called cnidte, and, in the 
whole of this class of animals, and also in that of Zoo- 
phytes, they play an important part in the economy of 
the creature. I shall probably take occasion to exhibit 
them to you under conditions more favourable than arc 
presented here, viz. in the Sea-Anemones, where they 
attain far greater dimensious ; and tliereforo I will 
merely say here that each one of these tiny vesicles 
carries a barbed and poisoned arrow, whichcan he 
shot forth at tlie pleasure of the animal with great 
force, and to an amazing length — that hundreds arc 
usually shot together — and that this is the provision 
which tiie All-wise God has given to these apparently 
helpless animals for securing and subduing their prey. 

There is, however, another organ still more conspic- 
uons in our little Sarsia, of which I have not yet 
spoken. As the whole animal has the most absolute 
transparency, we see that the roof of the bell is much 
thicker than tlie sides, and that it gradually tliins off to 
the edge. The interior surface is called the sub-um- 
brella, and it carries within its substance four slender 
tiibes, which, radiating fi'om the centre of the roof, 
proceed to the margin, where tliey comrannicato with 
anotlier similar canal which runs round the circumfer- 
ence, sending off branches into the tentacles. This is the 
circulatory system ; and yon may see, witli the magni- 
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fying power -whicli yoa are at present using, that a 
clear fluid is moving rapidly within all these canals, 
carrying minute granules ; not with an even forward 
current, hut with an irregular jerking vacillating move- 
ment, as if several conflicting eddies were in the stream. 
Yet we disceru that, on the whole, the gi-annlea 
are moved forward ; passing 
from the centre of j-adiation 
towards the margin, when we 
see tliem slip into the marginal 
canal from tlie several moutlis 
of the radiating canals. 

This is a very simple and mdi- 
mentary hlood-system. There 
is here no heart with its pnlsa- 
tions, no proper arteries or veins, 
no lungs for oxygenation; but 
the products of digestion are 
themselves thus circulated 
through the system. And this 
brings me hack to the central 
point, whence you see depend- 
ing the curious organ I spoke 
of. A long cylinder of highly 
moveable and evidently sensi- 
tive flesh hangs down from the 
middle of the roof exactly like 
the clapper of a bell ; and, as 
if to add to the resemblance, this same clapper is sus- 
pended by a narrow cord, and is terminated by a knob. 
Sometimes this whole organ is allowed to hang 
about as low as the edge of the bell ; then it gradually 
lengthens to twice, thrice, nay to five times that 
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length ; the tongue lolling out of the mouth to a most 
Tincoiith distance, and even the suspending cord (as I 
presume to term the attenuated basal portion) reaching 
far beyond the margin ; then, on a sadden, like the 
tentacles, the tongue is contracted, thrown into 
wrinkles, curled into curves, and the whole is sheltered 
within the concavity ; presently, however, to loll out 
again. 

Tiiis prohoseis-like organ is called the peduncle, 
and its office is that of a stomach, of which the knob 
at the end is the month, having a terminal orifice with 
four minute lips. The flexible substance and rapid 
motions of this peduncle are suited to enable it to seize 
small passing animals that constitute its prey; and I 
have seen the Sarsia in confinement seize with the 
mouth, and swallow, a newly-hatched fisli, notwith- 
standing the activity of the latter. For hours aftei-- 
wards, the little green-eyed fry was visible, the engulf- 
ment being a very slow process ; but the Medusa never 
let go its hold ; and gradually the tiny fish was sncked 
into the interior, and passed up the cavity of the pe- 
duncle, becoming more and more cloudy and indistinct 
as digestion in the stomach dissolved its tissues. 

The gi'eater portion of the food is by-and-by dis- 
charged from the mouth, the fluids which have been 
extracted from it being on the other hand carried up 
through tlie base of the peduncle, and distributed 
along the four radiating vessels, conveying nutrition, 
supply of waste, and growth to all parts of the 
system. 

"We may now liberate our little Sarsia., with thanks 
for tlie gratification he has afforded us, to resume his 
active play among his many companions. Meanwhile 
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we will look for one of another kind among (he 
gi-onp. 

Here is a pretty and interesting species. Active 
it is, but less vigorously rapid in its movemente, than 
either the Beroe or the Sarsia. It is, as you see, 
something less than a hemisphere, or resembling 
watch-glass in shape, about three-fourths of an inch in 
diameter. In general character it resembles the Sarsia, 
but the peduncle is small, never reaching to the level 
of the margiil, and its mouth is terminated by four 
expanding fleshy lips, which are extremely flexible 
and versatile. 

The four radiating vessels here carry, just before 
they merge into the marginal canal, a dilatation of 
the common flesh, which, as you see, bulges out the 
surface of the nmbrella. We will examine one of these 
dilatations with the microscope. 

It is, as you perceive, occupied by a number ot 
clear globes, each of which has another minute globose 
body in its interior. They are very diverse in size, 
some being very small, others comparatively large, 
and it is to the dimensions of tlieae latter that tiie 
swelling of the surface of the umbrella is due. These 
vesicles are the eggs of the animal considerably ad- 
vanced towards maturity ; and the dilatations around 
the radiating vessels are the ovaries. 

The margin, however, presents us with the most 
obvious, and perhaps the most interesting, points of 
diversity from the little Sarsia. In the little beauty 
before ns — whose name, by the way, Thaumantias j>i- 
loseUa, I have not yet told you — the outline is fringed 
with about fifty short and slender tentacles, each of 
which springs from a fleshy bulb, in which is set a speck 
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of deep i>ui-]>le. These collections of coloured granules, 
■which I have already explained to be rudimentary eyes, 
have a very chai-ming effect, and give a 
beautiful appearance to the little crea- 
ture, 39 if its translucent crystalline 
head were encircled with a coronet 
of gems. 

You shall Bee them, however, un- 
der circumetancea which ■will make 
them appear more lustrously gemmeous still. Come 
■with me, and I ■will cany the glass containing our little 
ThmmnwniAas into the next room. You need not bring 
the candle, or what I am going to show you will he 
quite invisible. 

Take hold of this pencil, and having felt for the 
glass, disturb the water with it. Ha I what a circle 
of tiny lamps flashes out ! You struck the body of the 
Thawmantias with tlie pencil, and Instantly, under 
the stimulus of alarm, every purple eye became a 
phosphoric flame. Touch it again ; again the crown 
of light flashes out, but less brilliantly ; and each tiny 
lamp after sparkling tremulously for a moment, wanes, 
and the whole gradually, but quickly, go out, and all 
is dark again. 

But it is tired of lighting up for nothing — or its 
gas is exhausted — or it is become used to the pencil 
and is not alai-med — or, at all events, you may knock 
it, and push it, but it refuses to shine any more. Back 
with it then to the microscope, and let us see if it pos- 
sesses any other points of interest for us there. 

Yes: we have not exhausted tlie organs of the 
margin yet. Between the tentacles which spriug 
from bulba there are a good many more, far more 
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minute, without any bulbs; — from, four to seven be- 
tween cveiy two of tJie primary ones. "We won't 
mind these, but bringing the margin itself into focus, 
and moving it along the stage horizontally, we pres- 
ently see one and another Bingular organs. They are 
eight in all, two being placed, but iiTegularly, in each 
of tlie four quadratures of the circle formed by the ra- 
diating canals. 

There are auditory vesicles, or organs of hearing, 
very closely similar to those which wo see imbedded 
in, the bosom of the Snail and other Mollusea. Here 
they are comparatively large, and unusually well 




furnished. Each is a semi-oval enlargement of the 
flesh of the margin, in close connexion with the waUs 
of the marginal canal, hollowed so as to' inclose a 
capacious cavity, in -which are placed a considerable 
number — from thirty to fifty in this individual — of 
otolithes, or spheres of solid, transparent, highly re- 
fractive substance. Tliey are arranged in a double line, 
forming a crescent, and those which are nearest the 
centre are longer than those towards the extremities 
of the line. I believe some observers have seen oscil- 
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latory and rotatory movements among these s 
88 in tbe MoUttsca ; but I have invariably found them 
motionless in all the species of Medusa that I have 
examined, as yon see them here. 

One more little beauty from our etocb, and we have 
done %with these. There is one that moves among the 
rest like a head of coral, the smallest of all, yet the 
most brilliant. Ilere is another, and here another of 
the same sort; which lias been named by Professor 
Edward Porbes, Turris neglecta, because naturalists 
before him had neglected to notice it, just as we have 
been doing, engrossed by its larger confreres. 

Beautiful as is this little gem, it is not so large as 
a dried pea, scarcely larger than a grain of hemp-seed. 
It is described as " mitre shaped ; " in otlier words it 
is a tall bell, with the margin slightly bent inwards, 
and the sides a little constricted. The umbrella is 
tbiclr, and being very muscular is not so translucent 
as those we have been examining; hence it has a 
pellucid white appearance. Eut through this shines 
its chief beauty ; the peduncle is very large, and glo- 
bose at the npper or basal part, which is usually, as 
here, of a pale scarlet or rich orange hue. 

Imbedded in tliis orange-coloured fiesh are seen 
many points of a lovely rose-purple, which two colours 
blending together, and softened by their tz'ansmission 
though the sub-pellocid umbrella, have a peculiar 
brilliancy. But stay ! here I have one more advanced 
in age, which will exhibit some peculiarities of in- 
terest in the economy of these frail but charming crea- 
tures. 

In this specimen, which is somewhat larger than 
the former, the margin of the umbrella is a little 
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turned back, displaying more clearly tlie peduncle 
with its brilliant ovaries. Tlieee, too, are more turgid, 
and the rosy points are seen projecting from tlieir 
interior, and some of them even ready to fall. And 
look ! here on the bottom of the glass are lying half-a- 
dozen or more of similar pui-ple points, whose rich 
hue renders them plainly discernible, after a slight 
searching, to the unassisted eye. I will collect one 
or two with a capiilaiy tube of glass, and submit them 
to your examination under the microscope. 

Yon now discern that these bodies are perfectly 
oval in form. One might, indeed, call them eggs, 
for they perform the part of such organisms ; but that 
these have soft walls, covered on their whole external 
surface with fine vibratilo cilia, by the action of which 
thoy are endowed with the power of free locomotion. 
We see them, in fact, gliding about the water of the 
live-box under view, with an even and somewhat 
rapid motion, which appears to be guided by a veri- 
table will. Under this power tliey are seen to be of a 
soft rich lake-crimson line, all over. 

These little gemmules have a somewhat romantic 
history of their own. I am afraid that these we see 
are too recent to afford us any help in tracing it, and 
therefore I must be satisfied with telling you what I 
Lave observed of it on former occasions. 

After the beautiful little Coral Jelly has swnm 
about a few days, tlie umbrella begins to turn outward 
and backward, and to contract more and more, until 
at length, it lies in shrivelled folds around the top, 
leaving the whole peduncle exposed. Long before 
this, it has lost its power of swimming, and lies help- 
less on its side upon the bottom. Meanwhile the 
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orange ovaries have swollen; the piirple gemmulea 
have become developed, and have gradually worked 
their way through the ovaries, and fallen one by one 
upon the bottom. There then they glide about for a 
little time, perhaps for a day or bo, by means of their 
vibrating cilia. 

At length each little gemmule loses its power of 
wandering, its motion becomes feebler, and more in- 
termitted, and finally ceases altogether. The little 
being now rests on. some solid body — a stone or a 
eliell— to which it firmly adheres. Its two extremities 
grow out, adhering as they extend, and sometimes 
branching, but still in close and entire contact with 
the support. At length, after a day or two, from some 
point of the upper surface of this creeping root, a 
kind of wart buds forth, and soon grows into an erect 
Blender stem, which presently divides into four straight, 
slender, slightly divergent tentacles, whii^ grow 
straight upward to a considerable length. Tlie whole 
structure retains the rich pm'plo hue of the original 
gemmule. 

Beyond this point I have not pursued the history 
of the little Turris from personal observation ; nor am 
I aware that any naturalist besides has studied the 
development of this particular genus. But the history 
of other genera is known ; and as the phenomena tliey 
exhibit are quite parallel to those which I have been 
describing, so far as these have been traced, we may 
fairly conclude that there is the same parallelism in 
the subsequent stages. 

Assuming this, then, the little crimson stem with 
four rays — a veritable polype — buds forth four more 
tentacles in the interspaces, making the total number 
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eight ; tliese in like manner increase progressively to 
sixteen, thirty-two, and sixty-fonr. It now possesses a 
close resemblance to the Hydra of our ditches, only 
having more tentacles ; and, like it, the Medusa-larva 
buds forth from its sides young Hydra-liko polypes, 
which fake the fonn of their immediate parent,- fall 
off, attach themselves, bud forth more, and so on. All 
these catch living prey with their tentacles, swallow 
theni with their mouths, and digest them with their 
stomachs, exactly like real polypes, and tlms produce 
generation after generation of similar beings. 

Yearn may pass in tliis stage, dunng which num- 
berless polypes are formed. At length the oHginal 
stock, or any one of its descendants, takes on an im- 
portant change. Its body lengthens, and becomes cut 
as it ■were into a number of rings, as if tied tightly 
round with thread, or like the body of an Annelid, 




These segments become increasingly distinct, until at 
length each is seen to be a shallow cup, notched at its 
margin, and sitting in the concavity of the one next 
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below it. This structure ia developed first in those at 
the free extremity of tJie polype, and progressively 
downwards ; and tlie terminal cups are nearly free, 
rocking in their successora with every wave, while 
the lowest segments are scarcely visible as such. 

At length the extreme cup rocks and oscillates 
until the slender thread of connexion is snapped, and 
it is free. It at once turns itself over, so as to present 
its concavity downwards, and contracting its margin 
with the well-known pulmonic spasm, shoots away 
with the movement as well as the form of a veritable 
Medusa. The little progeny has, at length, after 
passing through so many changes, returned to the 
image of its parent. 

Such arc, in hrief, the phenomena of one of tlio 
most remarkable series of facts that modem zoology 
lias discovered, and which have been propounded 
under the title of the Law of Alternation of Genera- 
tions. 
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It 18 pleasant to go down to the shore on a bright 
antumnal morning at low water, when the tide has 
receded far, expraing great areas of wet sand and 
wildemeeses of rugged rocks draped with black and 
red weed. It is pleasant to make our way on cautious 
foot ronnd some frowning point whose base is usually 
beaten by the billows ; to travel among the slippery 
boulders, now leaping from one to another, now wind- 
ing between them, now creeping under their beetling 
roofs : to penetrate where we have never ventiu-ed 
before, and to explore with a feeling of undefined awo 
the wild solitudes where tlie hollow sea growls, and 
tlie grey gull wails. It is pleasant to get under the 
shadow of the tail cliffs of limestone, to creep into low 
arching caves, and there to stoop and peer into tJie 
dark pools, which lie filled to the brim with water as 
clear as crj-stal, and as unrufBed as a weU. What 
microcosms are these i-ugged basins ! How full of life 
all unsuspected by the rude stone-cutter that daily 
trudges by them to and from his work in the marble 
quarry of the cliff above ! What arts, and wiles, and 
stratagems are being practised there 1 what struggles 
for mastery, for food, for life ! what pursuits and 
flights I what pleasant gambols 1 what conjugal and 
parental affections ! what varied enjoyments ! what 
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births I wliat deatlis ! are every hour going on in theso 
unruffled wells, beneath the brown shadow of the um- 
brageous oarweed, or over the waving slopes of the 
bright green Ulva, or among the featliery branches 
of the crimson Ceramium ! 

I have jnst been examining some of th^se rock- 
weUe, and have rifled them of not a few of their living 
treasures, bringing home the opima spoUa* that you 
may share with me in the enjoyment of examining 
them. 

The Zoophytes are here in their glory. Such places 
as those I speak of are the very metropolis of the 
zoophytie nation. Look at this great leaf of the fin- 
gered Tangle : see how its broad olive-brown expanse 
is covered with tiny forests of whito branching threads, 
which spread and spread till they run off into the fin- 
gers of the much split leaf; and not only on one side, 
for the under surface is as densely clad with the shaggy 
burden as the upper ; the smooth leathery tissue being 
covered with a network of creeping roots, branching 
and anastomosing everywhere, like the railways on 
Eradshaw's map. 

This double forest is wholly composed of a single 
species, called J-aomedea geniculata; nay, I believe it 
is but one single individual. That is to say, the whole 
of these multitudinous ramified threads and stems, with 
their innumerabie polypes, have all extended by 
gradual though rapid growth from a single germ, and 
ail are connected even now, so that a common life per- 
vades the whole. But we will look awhile at it in detail 
till we have mastered its external features, and then 
I will tell you something of its history and economy. 
" Rich spoils. 
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Witli the unassisted eye we can diecern plainly 
enougii the outline and plan of ttis compound organ- 
ism. Along the smooth and lubricous surface of the 
olive weed runs a fine thread of a pellucid white ap- 
pearance, so firmly adherent that if you attempt to 
remove ft with a needle's point, you find that you only 
tear either the leaf or the thread. The course is gen- 
erally in a straight line, but does not ordinarily pursue 
the same direction far, commonly turning off with an 
abrupt angle at intervals of about an inch, and thus 
meandering in a zig-zag fashion, very irregularlyj 
branching freq^uently, and uniting with a thread already 
formed, when the creeping one has to cross it. 

Thus the basal network is formed ; hat meanwhile, 
from every angle, and often from intermediate points, 
a free erect thread has shot up — like the stem of a tiny 
plant — to the height of an inch, rarelymore ; not, how- 
ever, straight, hut with frequent zig-zag angles, whence 
the name geniaulata, or " kneed." At every angle a 
slender branch is sent forth, pursuing t3ie same direc- 
tion as that of the joint from the summit of which it 
issued, and terminating in a tiny knob. In the angles 
of some of these hranchlets are seated oblong vesicles, 
twice or thrice as large as the terminal knobs. And 
this is pretty well all that we can make out with tlie 
naked eye. 

Cutting carefally off with scissors a nan-ow strip of 
the leaf, I drop it into the parallel-sided cell of glass 
half-filled with sea-water, and examining it first with a 
low power, and afterwards with a higher. We now see 
that the creeping thread is a tube of horny substance, 
flattened on its under side, and that the erect stems and 
their branches are similar tubes, whose cavities are ui 
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free communication with that of the creeping root. The 
wall ia thin, and perfectly transparent and colourless ; 
the whiteness of the whole being dependent on a soft 
medullary core of living jelly, which, permeates the 
whole structure, on which the homy sheath is as it were 
moulded. 

This medidla is pierced with a canal, through which 
a fluid circulates, caiTying 
along numerous minute gran- 
ules with a quivering, jerking 
motion ; this ia doubtless the 
nutrient fluid conveying the 
products of digestion to every 
part of the common structure. 

Where the branches issue 
from the angles of the stem, 
the medulla, and consequent- 
ly the homy sheath, is dilated 
jnto a knob ; immediately 
above this there is a joint- 
like constriction in tho tube, 
and the branch itself is in 
sected by four or five such 
constrictions, so as to form as 
many rings. Its extremity 
then expands into an elegant cup, or rase, of extreme 
tenuity and transparency, shaped like a wine-glass, with 
the rim undivided, but so thin and subtle as to be seen 
with the greatest difficulty. 

These cups, or cells, are each the proper habitation 
of a polype, which is notliing else bnt the termination 
(in tliis direction) of the living, growing, vascular pith. 
Tho latter becomes exceedingly attenuated to pass 
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through a very narrow orifice in the centre of a homy 
diaphragm, or sort of false bottom, which passes across 
tiic bottom of each cell. It then dilates into a soft 
contractile animal, wlioso body — bat look for yourself; 
for here, full in the field of the microseopp, is one ex- 
panding in the highest vigour and beauty. 

It is a long trumpet-ahapod body of granular flesh, 
the mouth of which just reaches the brim of the cup, 
over which it spreads on all sides. From its margiji 
spring some eighteen or twenty tentacles — the exact 
number varying in different individuals— -arranged in 
one or two close-set circles, like a crown. These or- 
gans, which, as you see, fall into elegant double curves, 
like the branches of a chandelier, are i-oughened witli 
knobbed rings, something like the horas of a goat ; this 
etructure we will presently submit to more close ex- 
amination. 

In the midst of the space surrounded by the ten- 
tacular crown there is protruded, at the pleasure of the 
animal, a large, fleshy, funnel-shaped month, the lips 
of which are highly sensitive and versatile, continually 
changing their form — protruding, contracting, bending 
in upon themselves, now closing, now opening the 
mouth, and, as it were, testing the immediate vicinity 
like a very delicate organ of some unknown sense. 

The whole polype ia much too minute for us to at- 
tempt, with any probability of success, the amputation 
of one of the tentacles with scissors. But by cutting 
off a polype, cell and all, and putting it into the com- 
pressorium, we may be able, by means of the gi-aduated 
pressure, to flatten the whole, and thus discern the 
gnarled structure of the tentacles. A very high mag 
nifying power ia needed for this. 
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Here, then, we liave one of the tentacles flattened 
between the glass plates, but still retaining its integiitj. 
We find that the thickenings are similar in character to 
those of tlie tentacles of Sarsia, which we lately ob- 
served. They are, in fact, acenmn- 
lations of onidm — those peculiar 
weapons of power, which I shall 
presently describe in full— but here 
they ai-e symmetrically arranged in 
single rows, each pointing T.ipwar(i 
and outward. 

To return to the living specimen 
on the leaf: you see seated in the 
angles of the branches here and 
there elegant urn-shaped cells, 
lai'ger than the polype-eells, each 
with a sort of ehouldor and a nar- 
row neck. The common pith passes 
from tile joint into the bottom of jitMenea. 

these, and then extends thi ougb the centi'e till it reaches 
the mouth. In s:)mo of the urns this forms merely a 
slender colnmn, evpindmg at the mouth, but in others 
it enlarges at inegular mteivals into large knobs or 
masses of granular flesh, which are confusedly grouped 
together, eight or ten m one capsule. This latter is the 
most interesting condition ; let us watch it. 

While doing so, let me inform you that theee urns 
are the reproductive organs, and tlie fleshy masses are 
embryos of pecuHar character, which are developed 
out of the nuti'ient medulla. Tlie largest of those now 
under observation is, as you see, moving, and slowly 
working its way out of its glassy prison. Two or 
three flexible finger-like bodies ai'e protruding from the 
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orifice of the urn, and more are joining them ; we see 
they are tentacles, protruded in a loose bundle, just as 
the polype emerges from the cell. 

It is a somewhat slow process ; but at length the 
fleshy mass squeezes itself forth, as if pushed out by 
some contractile force behind ; wliile we see the fluids, 
carrying gi'anoles, run into the parts of the tentacles 
which are already free. The embryo is liberated. 

For a few seconds it appeara helpless, and falls 
throiigh the water in a collapsed state, so that wc 
cannot discern its proper form. It gives a spasmodic 
contraction or two, feeble at first, then more vigorous ; 
the tentacles lengthen, the body expands, and — lo ! it 
is not a polype, but a Medusa ! 

And now take your eye for a moment from the 
microscope, and glance at this glass jar, in which the 
oarweed with its colony of Zoophytes lias been standing 
for a few hours. Hold it between your eye and the 
light ; do you not see that the water is alive with tiny 
dancing atoms? Hundreds are there, playing and 
pumping tlirough the fluid with a sort of flapping 
motion, which, when you get on sidewise in clear view, 
will not fail to remind you of the flagging flight of some 
heavy-bodied, long-winged bird. These are. the Me- 
dusa-shaped progeny of the Laomed^a. 

But let US return to the one of wliich we have just 
witnessed the birth, and which is still flapping to and 
fro in the narrow glass trough. You see a pellucid 
colourless disk or umbrella of considerable thickness, 
about one-sixtieth of an inch in diameter in its average 
state of expansion. Its substance has a reticular ap- 
pearance, probably indicating its cellular texture. In- 
ternally, the disk rises to a blunt point in the centre. 
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wbence foiif vessels diverge to opposite points of tlie 
margin. Tiiese form elevated ribs, the sniface being 
gradually depressed from each to tlie centre of the in- 
terspace. Externally, the centre of the disk is produced 
into a fleshy peduncle, having a narrow neck, and then 
expanding into a sort of secondary disk, of a square 
form, with the angles rounded. Tliis organ, which is 
capable of varied, precise, and energetic motions, cor- 
responds to the peduncle of a true Medusa, the angles 
being the lips. These lips, which con-espond in their 
direction to the four internal ridges, are very protrusile, 
and when the little animal is active are continually he- 
ing thrust out in various directions, sometimes everted, 
but more commonly made to approach each otiier in 
different degrees ; sometimes one being bent-in towards 
the centre, sometimes all closing-up around a hollow 
interior. These four lobes, thus perpetually in motion, 
and changing within certain limits their form and their 
relation to each other, remind one of the lips or the 
tongnes of more highly organized animals. The sub- 
stance of this peduncle appears to be delicately granu- 
lar ; but there is a very manifest tendency to a fibrous 
character in its texture, the fibres being directed from 
the exterior towards the interior, supposing the lobes to 
have their points in contact. 

Let us now look at the margin of tho disk. Here 
are attached twenty-four slender tentacles, six in each 
quadrant formed by the divergent ribs, or radiating 
canals. Each tentacle springs from a thickened bulb, 
which is imbedded in the margin of the disk ; it is 
evidently tiibulai', but the tube is not wider in the bulb 
than in the filament. The general surface is rough wiih 
projecting points, which in some assume a very j'cgular 
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muricate appearance, aod tho tentacle terminates in a 
blunt point. Tlie discal pai't of the "bulb is fringed 
with a row of minute bead-like spherules. Around the 
edge of the circumference of the disk, on tlie exterior, 
are aiTanged eight beautiful and conepieuous auditory 
vesicles. They are placed in pairs, each pair being ap- 
proximate, and appropriated to each of the quadratures 
of the circle. Each of these organs consiats of a trans- 
parent globe, not enveloped in tho substance of the 
disk, but so free as to appear barely in contact with 
it : it contains a single otoHUie, of high refractive 
power, placed not in the centre, but towards the outer 
side. The inexperienced naturalist, on first seeing 
these organs, would unhesitatingly pronounce them 
eyes, and the otolithe the crystalline lens. They are, 
however, pretty certainly, rudimentary organs of hear- 
ing J the crystalline globule or otolithe being capable 
of vibration within its vesicle. Then- exact counter- 
parts are found in many of the smaller MedusEe, as we 
lately saw in the Thaumantias. 

The disk is endowed with an energetic power of 
contraction, by which the margin is diminished, ex- 
actly like that of a Medusa swimming ; and the ten- 
tacles have also the power of individual motion, though 
in general this is languid, their rapid flapping being 
the effect of the contraction and expansion of the disk, 
producing a quick involution and evolution of the mar- 
gin, and carrying the tentacles with it. Occasionally, 
nowever, all tho tentacles are strongly brought together 
at their tips, with a twitching grasping action, like 
that of fingers, which is certainly independent of the 
digk, andmay be connected wi til tlie capture of the prey. 

Now every detail of the structure here, as well aa 
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tlie general form, appearance, and habits, agrees 'with 
the small naked-eyed Medusse, so closely, that if we 
had not witnessed the birth of the little creature from 
the reproductive cell of a I.(M)mcdea, we should have 
pronounced it with unhesitating confidence a true 
Acaleph. The peduncle, it is true, seems out of place 
being on the outside of the dome, instead of hanging 
ided fi'om its interior ; but this difference is only 
, and arises from the circumstance that the 
disk is reverted. If you suppose the edge of the disk 
to be turned in the opposite direction, you will have 
the peduncle in its normal place : the umbrella in these 
specimens is c^n-ied within, and the sub-umbrella with- 
out ; an inversion which is probably accidental. 

Comparing now this strange production of a Medusa 
by a Polype, with what I lately told you of the pro- 
duction of Polypes by a Medusa (as in the case of the 
lovely little Turris), you will have some acquaintance 
with the wondrous phenomena which have of late 
years been surprising and interesting naturalists — viz., 
those of the Alternation of Generations ; in which as 
Chamisso, the iirst discoverer of the strange facts, ob- 
served — " a mother is not like its daughter, or its own 
mother, but resembles its sister, its grand-daughter, and 
its grandmother." The Polype gives birth to a gene- 
ration of MedusEe which lay eggs, which develop into 
Polypes. The Medusa on the other hand lays eggs 
(gommules), which develop into Polypes, which at 
length divide themselves into colonies of Meduste. 

At first you will perhaps see nothing remarkable in 
another object which I collected in my rock-ramble to- 
day. A Hermit-crab in an old Naiica shell ; both 
. things enough. Yet look move narrowly. 
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The greater portion of the slioll is not Binooth, has no 
such porcelain-like polish ae the Natica usually hae, 
but is clothed with a sort of downy nap, a coarse 
Bponginess of a greyish hue, splashed with yellowish 
and pink tints. The shell is invested with Mydrao- 
tinia. 

We restore the strange partnership — shell, fleece, 
and crab — to the glass of sea-water ; where we soon see 
the whole tumbling about the bottom in uncouth 
agility. Assist your eye with this pocket-lens, and 
look again. The shaggy nap upon the shell now bristles 
with tall slender polypes, crowded and erect, like ears 
of com in a field. 

]Sfo high power of magnification is necessary to 
furnish us with considerable entertainment from this 
populous colony. The polypes stand individually 
nearly half an inch in height; each consists of a 
straight slender column, surmounted by eight straight 
rod-like tentacles, four of which stand erect, slightly 
diverging, and the other four, alternating with these 
at their origin, extend horizontally like the arms of a 
turnstile. 

The rough jolting of the crab over the stones the 
expanded polypes bear with equanimity ; they are used 
to it; and though their tentacles wave and stream 
hither and thither, they are not retracted on this 
account. But just touch with the point of the pencil 
in your hand any part of the shaggy fleece, and in- 
stantly the whole colony retire together, as if by a 
common impulse, apparently shrinking into the sub- 
stance of tlie shell. Yet they soon re-appear, one after 
another quickly protruding its closed tentacles, which 
are presently expanded as before. 
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The expliinatiou of thia phenomenon is, that the 
whole colony of polypes are but the fi'eo points, or 
feeding months of a common living film, ■which invests 
the shell; just aa in Laomedea^ the polypes that in- 
habit the vase-like cells are the ofF-shoots or free points 
of the common medulla. 

The investing film will sometimes in captivity spread 
upon the glass side of a tank, and then develop all the 
polypes and organs proper to the complete organism. 
When this is the case, an admirable opportunity la 
presented for studying with ease and precision tlie 
economy of the creature; and it is to the skill with 
which Dr. T. Strethill Wright has availed himself of 
such an opportunity* that I am indebted for tlio chief 
part of the facts that I am going to tell you, connected 
with tlie form and appearance, of which you can here 
judge for youreelf. 

The spreading film or polypary is ft thin coat of 
transparent jelly, slightly coloured with various tints, 
which secretes and deposits within its substance a 
Btil! thinner horny layer of chitine. This rises hero 
and there into numerous spines and pointe, which are 
curiously ridged with toothed keels ; and these ridgea 
run in variona directions over the horny layer also, 
making a fine network over it. The investing 
flesh, however, fills up all the cavities and areas so 



The mode in which the polypary increases is by 
throwing out from its edge a creeping band, exactly 
analogous to the root-thread of the Laomsdea. This 
" propagative stolon, after leaving the point of its 
Drigin, increases rapidly in diameter, and sends out 
" See Edin. New Pbilosophicnl Journal, for April, ISST. 
17 
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in-egalar brandies. The tips of these branches are 
covered with a glutinous cement, bj which they 
attach themselves tenaciously to glass, or other surface 
near them. Having attached tliemselves, they expand 
laterally, at the same time throwing out finger-like 
prolongations, which, as tlicy come in contact with 
each other, coalesce, until a fleshy plate is found 
adherent to the glass. Polypes are developed both 
from the loose branches and tlie attached polypary; 
and the latter is clearly seen to be permeated by a 
beautiful system of anastomosing canals, connected 
with the hollow bodies of the polypes. Within these 
canals may be detected an intermittent flow of fluid, 
containing particles, the dancing motion of which 
indicates tlie presence of ciliary action, and which, 
having passed in one direction for a short time, are 
an-ested, and after a slight period of oscillation, com- 
mence to flow in an opposite direction." 

The polypes which are developed from this living 
carpet are not all of the same form. No fewer than 
five distinct sorts exist, at one and the same time, and 
I doubt not we shall bo able to find and to identify 
them all, on this well-grown specimen. 

Fii-st, tliere are the alimentary polypes, wliich we 
have already cursorily glanced at. "Within the space 
inclosed by the two circles of tentacles, there is a 
mouth with soft protrusile lips, which can be pushed 
out and folded back so as to hide tentacles, column, 
and all. 

Scattered amongst these we see numerous polypes, 
which agree in general form with these, but with some 
remarkable abstractions and additions. They have no 
mouth nor stomach, and the tentacles are redQced to 
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the smallest possible warts or protuberances dentienla- 
ting the dilated tip. But tlio additione are still more 
peculiar. From the middle part of the column a 
number, from four to nine, of great oval sacs pi-o- 
iect, each attached by one end, while the other 
stretches out horizontally, thus surrounding the slender 
column. Each of these sacs is an ovarian capsule, and 
contains several ova of a brilliant yellow or crimson 
hue. Tlius we have the second form, — that of the 
reproductive polypes. 

In some places single ovarian capsules stand up 
alone from the fleshy carpet, agreeing in every respect 
with those which we have just examined, except that 
they are sessile, instead of being carried by a polype. 

The fourth form is ihat of the tentacular polype. 
Here and there, from amidst the forest of shorter 
polypes, — alimentary and reproductive, — white threads 
are seen protruding, which extend to a length four 
or five times as great as theirs, and hang down or 
loosely float in the water. They are found on the 
outskirts of the whole compound structure, and at 
each extremity of the long diameter of the mouth of 
the supporting shell, so that they must, in tlieir 
natural condition, reach to the ground, along which 
the crab-tenanted shell is carried, enabling tlie Zoo- 
phyte to seize and appropriate the atoms scattered by 
the crab whenever he takes his meals. Tiie tips of 
these organs arc covered with a dense pavement ot 
large thread-cells ; and they must doubtless perform 
the office of general purveyors to the composite 
animal. 

But still more remarkable, more extraordinary than 
all we have been considering, are the objects which 
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are now in ^iew in tlie field of the microscope. 
You see a number of bodies, which Dr. Wright calls 
ophidian or spiral polypes, and which, as he truly 
observes, are " like small wliitc snakes, closely coiled 
in one, two, or three spirals, and grouped immediately 
round the mouth of the shell." The habits of these 
polypes are still stranger tlian their forms. "When 
touched, they only draw their folds more closely 
together. But if any part of the polypary, however 
distant from them, be irritated, the spiral polypes 
uncoil, extend, and lash themselves violently back- 
wards and forwards, and then quickly roll themselves 
np again ; and that not irregularly or independently of 
each other, but all together, and in the same direction, 
as if moved by a single spring. A violent laceration 
of the polypary causes these polypes to remain extend- 
ed and stretched like a waving and tremulous fringe 
across the mouth of the shell, for several minutes. The 
ophidian polypes (evidently a baiTen modification of 
the reproductive polype) are never found in any 
other situation on the polypary than in that before de- 
scribed, or round tlie margins of accidental holes in 
the shell. They have no mouth, and the tentacles are 
rudimentary. Tho walls of the body are very trans- 
parent, from the extreme vacuolation of the inner 
tissue. The mnecular coat, as might be expected from 
tho active movements of the polypes, is highly de- 
veloped, and forms a beantifnl object on the dark 
polarized field of the microscope, each spiral coil shin- 
mg out as a bright double i-ing, divided by four dark 
sector^. Tho outer tissue of the whole body and ten- 
tacles is crowded with tho larger thread-cells. The 
ophidian polypes are, doubtless, organs of defence or 
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otfeiice, like the motile spines and bird's head pro- 
cesses of the Polyzoa, or the pedicellarjte of the 
Eahinodermata ; but it is difficult to assign a reason 
for their peculiar situation. Tliey vary much in num- 
ber and size in different specimens of Hyd/ractinia, biit 
are rarely altogether absent." * 

The reflections of t!ie able zoologist who lirst 
called attention to these varied developments, and his 
comparisons of them with those of another polype-form 
which we have lately been observing, are so interesting 
and instructive that you will not deein it needful tliat I 
should apologize for citing fhem. " In our considera- 
tion of tiie Sydractinia" he observes, " our attention 
is an-ested by the multitude of objects grouped together 
to constitute a single animal, their vaiiety in form, and 
the sympathy which subsists between tlio different 
parts. The singular spinous skeleton ; the expanded 
membrane of the polypary, with its beautifol internal 
network of tubes and delicate peripheric pi-olongations ; 
the alimentary polyps, some white and filiform, others 
thick, fleshy, crimson, or yellow sacs, obligingly 
everted, to expose tlieir interior to our microscopic 
eye ; the reproductive polyps, with their richly- 
coloured generative sacs ; the sessile generative organs 
of the polypary ; the ophidian polyps, coiled in neat 
spirals when at rest, but starting into furious action, 
like a row of well-driUed soldiers, when injury is in- 
flicted on the body to which they are attached ; and, 
lastly, the tentacle polyps, floating in the water like 
long and slender threads of gossamer, or dragging 
up heavy loads of food for the common good ; — tlieae, 
together with the intimate relation and sympatliy sub- 
• Dr. Wright, op. cit. 
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Bisting between the polypary and its associated organs, 
all combine to form an object of the higliest in- 
terest, and indicate that, in this fixed jet travelling 
zoophyte, we have a type of structure transitional 
between the dendritic JIydroid<6 and th'e more highly 
organized Acaleph. In the simplest acalephoid form, 
ench as the inedusoid of Companularia [or Laormdea,^ 
(which is nothing more than an extension of the poly- 
pary specially organized for independent and motile 
life,) wo have (as in Hydractmdd) an expanded poly- 
pary, I'epresented by tlie nmbrella, and permeated 
by vascular tubes from the coniluence of which last 
spring, at the centre, the tentacular polyps, various in 
number; and between them tlic reproductive polyps, 
represented by the sessile generative sacs." * 

Tou see here a jar, on the glass side of -which 
are traced a number of very fine white lines, barely 
discernible by the unassisted eye. Bat by the aid of 
the leiia you see that each line is a long and slender 
thread, winch creeps along the glass, and at length 
starts out from it free for a short distance, and is then 
terminated by a long club-shaped body, which carries 
at its extremity four horizontally divergent organs, like 
the ai'ma of a turnstile. Tracing down the threads to 
their lower extremities, you see that they are branches 
of one thread, which creeps iiTCgularly ovei- a filamen- 
tous sea-weed growing from a stone in the jar. The 
sea-weed had been in the vessel for several weeks, and 
the water having been undisturbed, the knobbed 
thread, which waa originally confined to the plant, 
continued to grow, and coming into contact with the 
glass spread upon it. Many other threads have ex* 
* Ibid., op. cit. 
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tended from the creeping root, some of wliicli stand up 
freely in the water, with their knobbed extremities 
floating in tlio wave. 

This is one of the Polype tribe, named Stauriilia 
pivdiicta, and as its form and structure are interesting, 
we will devote a few moments to its examination . 
We can easily sever one or two of the freely floating 
threads, and transfer the amputated portions to one of 
the live-boxes of tlie microscope. The motions and ap- 
pearance of the club with its organs will bo, for a 
while, little afl'ected by the violence. 

The long cylindrical thread is enveloped in a trans- 
parent liorny tube, which, however, so closely invests 
it, that it is with difficulty distinguished. The club- 
shaped head, or individual polype, ia an enlargement 
of the thread, which protrudes from the investing tube. 
It is swollen in the middle and rounded at the end, and 
many of the heads, which are more ventricose than the 
rest, contain a bubble of air in the centre. This air is 
doubtless taken in at the mouth, which ia situated at 
the extremity ; for, thongh yon can discern no perfora- 
tion, yet there is an aperture capable of being opened 
widely at the pleasure of the animal, and sun-ounded 
by protrusile, contractile, and expansile fleshy lips. 
I have several times seen this mouth opened, and 
partly everted, in kindred species ; and once I had 
an opportunity of witnessing a qnite unexpected use to 
which it was applied, viz. that of a great sucking disk. 
T had put the animal in such a live-box aa tliie — the 
two glass surfaces heing just siifficiently wide apart to 
allow it free liberty to turn about in all directions as far 
as it wished. On my looking at it after a momentary 
interval, I saw that the esti-emity had suddenly be- 
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como a large circular disk of thriee tlie diameter of the 
body ; its subBtance was gelatinous, full of oblong 
granules, arranged concentiically. I neither saw this 
disk evolved nor retracted ; but after some time, on 
looking at it, the same phenomenon was repeated. In 
order to obtain a better sight of it, but without sas- 
picion of what I was about to effect, I slightly turned 
the tube of the box, carrying with it the alga to which 
the polype was attached, my eye upon it attentively 
observing all the time. Tiie base of tlie polype moved 
away fj'om its position, but the broad disk was im- 
movable. I continued to turn tlie upper glass, until 
at length the body was dragged out so as to be con- 
siderably attenuated ; Btill the disk maintained its hold 
on the lower glass, with no otlier change than that 
of being elongated in the direction in which it was 
dragged. At length it slowly gave way, and resumed 
its original shape hj gradiial and almost imperceptible 
diminution of. the circumference. 

Around this expansile, but now fast-closed mouth, 
you observe four tentacles, radiating in a plane at 
right angles to the axis of the thread, towards the four 
cardinal points; they are long, slender, straight, and 
each is terminated by a globose head of considerable 
size, resembling the arms of certain screw-presses, 
which are loaded with terminal globes of metal to in- 
crease their impetus when turned. 

The structure of these tentacles is very interesting. 
Tlie stem contains a core or central chain of large cells, 
which take a somewhat square outline from mutual 
pressure. The surface is roughened with small swcil- 
ings, from each of which projects a long and excessively 
attenuated hair {palpocU), which is probably a veiy dpi- 
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icate organ of toncli. The terminal globe is filled with 
proportionally lai'ge oval vesicles, eacli with a central 
cavity, which are arranged in a. divergent manner 
around the centi'e, so tliat their tips shall reach the sur- 
face of the globe ; these are those potent weapons of 
offence called thread-cells {cnidm). The surface of the 
globe is covered with short thick palpocile, which Dr. 
T. S. "Wright considers as prehensile organ'i. " Tlieso 
palpocils arise, each as a 
somewhat rigid process, ^^= 
from the side of one of the 
large thread-cells, buried 
in the head of the tentacle ; 
and they probably convoy 
an impression from bodies 
coming into contact with 
them, to tlie thread-cell, 
causing the extrusion of 
its duct." 

Besides these globe- 
headed tentacles, there 
are, on the lower part of 
the clnb-foot, fonr other 
organs similar in every 
respect, except that they 
are not furnished with 
heads, nor any terminal dilatation whatever. They 
project horizontally as the knobbed ones, but their ori- 
gin, and the respective lines of their radiation, are in- 
termediate or alternate; in other words, if we consider 
the globe-heads as pointing N".-E, S. and W., the sim 
pie ones point N.-E., S.-E , S.-W., and N.-W. 

From the carefully made observations of several 
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excellent naturalists — asDujardin, Steenstrnp, Dalyell, 
Loven, and others — it appears that this beautiful and 
elegant little Polype gives birtli to medusa-shaped 
young. Contrary, however, to the rule in Zaomedea, 
the Medusa is in this case poshed forth as a bud 
from the side of the club, without any protecting cap 
aule. The process is exceedingly like a plant develop- 
ing a flower; for the bud grows until it at length 
expands blossom-like, and a beautiful little umbrella- 
form Medusa is seen adhering to tlie Polype. At 
length' the brilliant little living flower becomes detach- 
ed ; and, after swimming freely for a time, discharges 
ova or gemmules from its ovaries, which develop into 
a creep in g-root>thread, and finally iuto the club-headed 
threads of the Stauridia. 

Some objects which I have to exhibit to you are 
altogether unique as to their appearance ; and, if you 
are not as imperturbable as a philosopher of the Xroh, 
or a Mohawk ladian, will certainly excite both your 
risibilit}' and your wonder. For some little time I have 
been beeping in this tank a specimen of that rather rare 
and very interesting Sdbella, the A.fnphitrite vesiculosa 
of Montagu.* You see it is a worm, inhabiting a sort 
of skinny tube, much begrimed with mud, about two 
inches of its length being exposed ; the remainder, or 
about aa much more, being concealed among the sand 
and sediment of the bottom. 

A beautiful object is presented by the gill-fans of 
this worm. These organs are always elegant, whatever 
species of the genus is before us ; but here, in addition 
to the charm of the slender filaments, so delicately 
fringed with their double comb-like rows of cirri, the 

• Linn. Tmns. li. 19. 
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tip of each bears a dark purple spherule. That of the 
anterior filament on each side is much larger than the 
rest, and forms a stout, globose, nearly black ball ; the 
others diminish to about the twelfth on each side, where 
they disappear. These Trails are placed on the inner or 
npper face of the filament-stem, at the point where the 
pectination ceases, the stem itself being continued to a 
slender point beyond it, and constituting the "short 
hyaline appendage" of Montagu. From their great 
resemblance to the tentacle-eyes of the Gasteropod 
MoUusca, 1 have little doubt that these are organs of 
vision. If so, the profusion with which the SaheUa is 
furnished in this respect may account for its excessive 
vigilance ; which is so groat, that not only will the in- 
tervention of any substance between it and the light 
cause it to retire, but very frecLuently it will dart back 
into its tube almost as soon as I enter the room, even 
while I am ten feet distant. 

It is not, however, to the tube, nor to tlie worm, 
tliat I wish specially to direct your attention : yet it is 
necessary that I say a preliminary word about the for- 
mer. Ordinarily the tubes of these worms are formed 
of the fine impalpable earthy matters (clay, mad, &c.) 
held in suspension in the sea, incorporated with a ehiti- 
nous secretion from the body of the animal ; and there- 
fore the surface of the tube is always rough and opaque. 
But in this individual case, probably owing to the habit- 
ual stillness of the water in the vessel not holding in 
suspension the particles of mud that ordinarily enter 
into the composition of the tube, the latest-formed por- 
tion is composed of pure transparent chitine, without 
any perceptible earthy element. This clear terminal 
portion of the tube you may perceive to be occupied 
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by a cufioiia parasite. About twenty bodies, Jiaving a 
most ludicrously close resemblance to the human figure, 
and as closely imitating certain human motions, are 
seen standing erect around the mouth of the tube, now 
that the Sabella has retired into the interior, and are 
incessantly towing and tossing about their arms in the 
most energetic maimer, 




As soon as yon have recovered from your surprise at 
this strange display, we will begin to examine the per- 
formers more in detail. A slender creeping thread, 
irregularly crossing and anastomosing, so as to form a 
loose network of about tliree meshes in width, surrounds 
the margin of tlie Sabella's tube, adhering firmly to its 
exterior Bui-face, in the chitinons sulistance of which it 
seems imbedded. Here and there free buds are given 
ofi", especially from the lower edge ; while from the 
upper threads spring the strange forms that have at- 
tracted our notice. These are spindle-shaped bodies,, 
about iofii of an inch in height, whoso lower extremi- 
tities are of no greater thickness than tlie thread from 
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wliich they spring ; -vvitli a head-like lobe at the summit, 
Beparated from the body by a constriction, immedi- 
ately below which two lengthened arms project in a 
direction towards the axis of the tube. 

Such is the external form of these animals, and 
their movements are still more extraordinary. The 
headlobe of each one moves to and fro freely on the 
neck, the body sways from side to side, hut still more 
vigorously backward and forward, frequently bending 
into an arch in eitlier direction ; while the long arras 
are widely expanded, tossed wildly upward, and then 
waved downward, as if to mimic the actions of the 
most tomultuoua human passion. 

Whenever the Sabella protrudes from its tube, these 
gnai-diau forma are pushed out, and remain nearly in 
contact with the Annelid's body, moving but slightly ; 
but no sooner does it retire than they begin instantly 
to bow forward and gesticulate as before. . These move- 
ments are continued, so far as I have observed, all the 
time that the Se^ella is retracted, and are not in any 
degree dependent on currents in the surrounding water, 
whether those currents be produced by the action of 
the Annelid or by other causes. They are not .rhyth- 
mical ; each individual appears to be animated by a 
distinct volition. 

Applying a higher magnifying power than we have 
yet used to the animals, we find that the head-lobe en- 
closes a central cavity ; that the arms are also hollow, 
with thick walls, marked with transverse lines, indicat- 
ing flattened cells, and muricated on the exterior ; and 
that Uie body contains an undefined, sub-opaque nucleus, 
doubtless a stomachal cavity. 

I cut out, with fine scissors, a segment of the tube, 
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including two of the parasites, with the portion of the 
network of threads that carried them. They have be- 
come immediately paralysed by the division of the 
threads, but those that remain on the tube are unaffect- 
ed by the violence. Subjecting one of the animals so 
cut out to the action of the compressorium, with a 
power of 560 diameters, the arms are seen to be formed 
of globose cells, made slightly polyhedral by mutual 
pressure, set in single series. The interior of these 
organs is divided by partitions, placed at intervals of 
about the diameter. Some at least of the cells contain 
a small bright excentric nucleus. 

When the tissues were quite crushed down by the 
pressure of the compressorium, a quivering motion was 
visible among the disjointed grannies, but it was very 
slight. No trace of Ciiia, nor any appearance of ciliary 
motion, was perceptible during life. 

When I first discovered these strange beings, I was 
as much astonished by what I saw as yon arej nor 
could I imagine to what class of animals they were to 
be referred. Neither did I know whether their presence 
on tJie tube of tlie worm was a mere accident, or 
whether it indicated a predominal instinct. On both 
these points, however, light has been shed. 

This larger Sahella tube was not the only one in- 
fested with the parasites. I observed them on at least 
two smaller specimens of the same species, in the same 
situation, and with precisely the same movements. 
The extremity of one of these smaller tubes I cut wholly 
off, and placed in the live-box of the microscope. Two 
of the parasites only were on it, which were active at 
first, but in about an hour — probably from the exhaus- 
tion of the oxygen in the small quantity of water in- 
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closed — the decomposed, or rather disintegrated, tho 
outline dieeolving, and the extei-nal cells becoming loose 
and ragged, and the whole animal losing its definite 
form. 

One of these specimens, howevei', while yet alive 
and active, afforded me an observation of value. I had 
already associated the form conjecturally with the 
Hydroid Polypes, and was inclined to place it in the 
family CorynidcB, considering the arms to be tentacles, 
and the head-lobe to be homologous with them in 
character, but abnormal in form. It appeared to be a 
three-tentacled Coryne, with the tentacles simple instead 
of capitate. But while I waa observing the individual 
in question, I saw it suddenly open the head-lobe, and 
unfold it into the form of a broad shovel-shaped expand- 
ed disk, not however flat, but with the two halves in- 
clining towards each other, like two leaves of a half- 
opened book. This immediately reminded me of the 
great sucking-disk which, as I lately told you, I had 
seen evolved from the obtuse summit oi Stauridia pro- 
ducta, and confirmed my suggestion of the natural 
affinities of the form. 

Altogether unlike, in their shape, and in tho un- 
wonted vivacity and peculiarly human character of 
their movements, all the other members of their natu- 
ral family that I had ever seen or heard of, these cu- 
rious creatures have afforded much entertainment, not 
only to myself, but to those scientific friends to whom 
I have had opportunities of exhibiting them. When I 
see tliem surrounding the mansion of tlie Saiella, gazing, 
as it were, after him as he reti'eats into his castle, fling- 
ing their wUd arms over its entrance, and keeping 
watch with untiring vigilance until he reappears, it 
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ecenis to require no very vivid fancy to imagine tlieii! 
so many guardian demons ; and the Lares of tbe old 
Homan mythology occurring to memory, I described 
the form under the scientific appellation oiLar Sabella- 
rum. You may, however, if it pleases you better, call 
them " witches dancing round the charmed pot." 

The Polypes tliat we have as yet been looking at 
are all of simple structure individually, though eome 
of them we have seen united into a very populous com- 
munity of compound life. We will now look at some 
whose oi'ganization is of a higher, that is, more complex 
character. 

On this old worm-eaten oyster shell wiiich has been 
dredged up from the bottom of the sea, you observe 
several rounded lumps. They are of a cream-white hue, 
of somewhat solid texture, tough and hard to the touch, 
and studded all over with shallow depressions or pit- 
tings. The largest of these is not more than an inch 
and a half in height, by two-thii-ds of au inch in thick- 
ness ; but specimens often occur of twice or thrice 
these dimensions, and much more divided than this ; 
sometimes forming a rude resemblance to a band of 
stumpy round fingers of sodden flesh — ^whence tbe 
fishermen call the object, "Dead men's fingers," or, 
sometimes, by a comparison equally apt, " Cows' paps." 
To zoologists it is known as Alcyoniujn digitatum, 

Cei'tainly there is nothing very attractive in these 
white lumps, as they now appear ; but then they are 
now in undress ; they do not expect to see company 
out of water. Their drawing-room is beneath the 
waves, in eome submerged cave of ocean, where the 
Bun's ray never penetrated, and where tbe only light 
js that dim green haze reflected from the sand and 
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elniigle of the sea-floor, save when, on gala occasion? 
percliance, tlie Laomedem that fi'iiige the walls light up 
tiieir myriads of fairy lamps, and the tiny Medusa 
crowd in to the watery festivities with their elfish 
circlets and spangles of living flame. It is then thai 
tlie Cows' paps " take their hair ont of paper," and dis- 
play tlieir loveliness to advantage. 

Unfortunately, we have no card of invitation to these 
submarine routs, but perhaps we may induce one of tho 
more juvenile of these beauties to indulge us, as a 
special favour, with a sample of the effect ; particularly 
if we can improvise a ball-room suited to the occasion. 
Let us tiy. 

Selecting tlie very smallest specimen — a tiny thing 
no lai-ger than a pea — ^I try to detach it witliout injury, 
by inserting the tip of vaj pocket-knife under tho 
frilled lamina of oyster-shell on which it rests, and 
working off the fragment. I have succeeded : liere it 
is; its attachment unbroken; it is still firmly adherent 
to the severed slice of shell, which is so small that I 
can drop it with its burden into this narrow trough of 
glass. The whole concern — trough, shell, and polype 
— is now to be dropped into this capacious jar of freshly 
dipped sea- water, and put away for an hour into a dark 
closet 



Now let us see the result. Tee, it is as I expected. 
Tlie united stimulus of the darkness and tlie sea-water 
has acted on the Cow's pap, just as would the rising 
and covering tide in its native cavern, after it had 
been left esposed for some houre by the recess of the 
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sea. Ifc is fully expanded, and is now as lovely as just 
now it was unpleasing. 

In the firet place it is swollen to twice its former 
dimensions, and has acc[uired at the same time a semi- 
pellueidity, and a more delicate hiie. But in place of 
the pits on the surface (there were not more than half 
a dozen in this little specimen, -which makes it more 
suitable for examination), it is covered with tallpolypes, 
standing out on all sides, of crystalline clearness and 
starry forms, each eminently beautiful in itself, and 
surrounding the whole mass with a sort of atmosphere 
of almost invisible and impalpable lustre peculiarly 
charming. 

Coy as these deep-water strangers ai'e of displaying 
their beauties in our glaring aquariums, they will bear, 
when once they are expanded, a good deal of shaking 
with equanimity. Hence I may be able to transfer the 
trough with its contents from the jar to the stage of the 
microscope, and thus enable you to gaae on its details 
for a little while, before the dull sensoriura of the 
creature is sufficiently warned of its nngenial position 
to cause it to shut itself up and resume its ugliness. 

As the protruded polypes ai^e exactly alike, it will 
be enough to confine our attention to one. It is an 
elevated tubular column of translucent substance, ter- 
minating in an expanded flower of eight slender pointed 
petals, which spring outward with a gracefnl swell, 
BO as to give the form of a shallow bell to the general 
outline. The base springs, like the foot of a tree, from 
the margin of a cell, which penetrates the substance 
of the mass, into which we can see far down, and into 
which the whoJe of the now extended and expanded 
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blossom was witlidrawii when we first saw if, leaving 
only the shallow depreaeion to mark its situation. 

Tlie form of the column is in general that of the 
trunk of a tree, or that of a long cone ; but there is a 
sudden constriction just above the base, and anotlier 
below the point, where what may be called the flower 
expands. It is the petals of tliia latter which consti- 
tute the principal charm of this creature. They are, 
propej'ly speaking, the tentacles of the Polype, answer- 
ing in function and position to those on the Laomedsa, 
but differing considerably from them in form. Each of 
the eight is thick and broad at its origin, and quickly 
tapers to a point : on each of two opposite sides — viz, 
those which look towards the two adjoining tentacles, 
runs a row of delicately slender filaments, which at the 




middle part of the tentacle are moderately long, but 
diminish i-egularly as they approach either end. Start- 
ing from the side of the tentacle, in the plane of its 
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ti-ansveiEO diameter, these elegant pinnae presently arcli 
downwards, but with peifect uniformity and symmetry. 
By moans of the high magnifying power which I have 
now applied, each of these pinnae ia seen to he rough- 
ened with whorls of knohs, which are accumulations 
of cnidte, analogous to those which we lately demon- 
strated in the tentacle of Laoinedea. 

In the midst of the area surrounded by tlie petal- 
like tentacles, a naiTow slit opens into the stomach. 
This organ is a flat sac, resemhling an empty piHow- 
caso hanging down in the centre of the column, and 
open at the lower end. T"rom this end, which docs 
uot extend to more than one-sixth of the depth of the 
cavity, three threads, much convoluted and irregularly 
thickened, spring off at each side and arch downwards, 
for a short distance. These are the reproductive or- 
gans, which fringe tlie free edges of as many delicate 
membranes which mn up as pei-pendicular partitions 
between the stomach and outer wall, uniting with 
both, and thus dividing the space surrounding the 
stomach into chambers open at the bottom. Tliere 
are eight of these septa, but one on each side is desti- 
tute of the fringing convoluted thread. 

The whole surface of the interior — the walls, the 
stomach, and the septa — is clothed with fine vibratilo 
cilia, by the action of which constant currents are 
maintained in the water, which bathes every part of 
tlie cavity, freely entering at tlie mouth. We can 
distinctly trace these ciliary currents hurling along 
with in-egular energy the products of digestion, in the 
form of translucent gi'anules, especially along the 
edges of the septa. 

Though the substance of the polype be soft and 
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flexiblo, it contains eolid elements. Just below the 
expansion of the tentaculai- blossom, we see imbedded 
in the skin a vast aggregation of calcareous spicula. 
Individually, tliese are very minute, and tbeir fonn is 
Bwollen in the middle, and taper at each extremity, 
the whole roughened with projecting knots. Collec- 
tively, they are grouped in regular forms, crowded 
into dense masses at the foot of each tentacle ; the 
mass having a three-pointed outline, of which the 
central and largest point runs up into the tentacle. 

Towards the lower region of the column, spicula 
again occur, scattered throughout the skin, and crowd- 
ed into gi-oups, one on each interseptal space. These 
spicula are of a veiy different shape from the upper 
ones ; for they fonn short thick cylinders, with each 
end dilated into a star of five or six short branches, 
which are again starred at their truncate ends. 

If we now sacrifice our little Cow's pap to our 
scientific curiosity, we shall see sometliing of its in- 
ternal structure. When removed from the water, tlie 
l}lower-like polypes soon retract. I now cut open 
the mass lengthwise with a keen knife, and you see 
that it is permeated by canals running from the base 
towards every part of the cireamference, dilating here 
and there to form the cells which protrude and retract 
the polypes. This is a complete system of water- 
supply : the surrounding sea-water entering at the 
months of the several polypes, bathes the whole 
interior, and conveys oxygen and the products of 
digestion together to every part of the eompoimd 
organism. 

The fleshy substance which surrounds tliese canals 
is of a loose spongy character, and grates beneat]i tlie 
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knife ; a circumstauce which ie owing to the predom- 
inance of the calcareous element here, as you will see 
■when I extract a small portion of it, and, laying it on 
a slip of glass, treat it with caustic potass. The micro- 
scope now reveals a large number of spicnla, far 
larger than those we have hitherto observed, and dif- 
ferent from either sort in form. These resemble vejy 
gnarled branches of oak, with the branchlets broken 
off close to their origin, leaving ragged and stan-ed 
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CHAPTER XIS. 

SEA-ANEMONEB : THEIK "WEAPONS. 

A VERY vast amount ol' tlie energy of animal life is 
epont either in making war, or in resisting or evading 
it. Offence and defence are sciences which the infe- 
rior creatures can in nowise neglect, since all are 
interested in one or other, and many in both; and 
various are the arts and devices, the tricis and strata- 
gems, the instincts and faculties, employed in that 
earnest strife which never knows a suspension of hos- 
tilities. All classes of animals, invertebrate as well as 
vertebrate, are warriors by profession : the Spider is 
as carnivorous as the Lion, and more strategic ; and 
tlie invisible Brachion is as ruthless and insatiable as 
either. 

An enumeration and description of the diverse 
weapons, by means of which this truceless warfare is 
carried on, would make a volume : nor would the 
subject be then exhausted; for since it enters so 
largely into the very existence of animal life, the 
discoveries of advancing science are ever bringing to 
light new forms and modifications, strange and unex- 
pected contrivances, all calculated to enhance our 
view of the inexhaustible resources of tlie Lord God 
Omnipotent, "who is wonderful in counsel, and excel- 
lent in working." 
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I am going to bring under your notice tliia evening 
Eome higlily curious examples of animal weapons, of 
whicli the very existence ■was until lately altogether 
unsuspected; yet so profusely distributed that they ai'o 
eminently characteristic of the two gi-eat classes of 
auimals we have been recently considering — viz., the 
Medusffi and the Zoophytes. They Imve repeatedly 
fallen under our observation in examining the speci- 
mens of these creatures which we had selected, hut I 
had reserved tlie fuller elucidation of them for an occa- 
sion in which they should como before us under eii'- 
cumstances of such unusual development as greatly to 
facilitate our researches. Tlie weapons I speak of are 
the cnid<E or nettling- cells. 

Look at tills beautiful Scarlet-fringed Anemone 
{Sagarta miniata), expanding to the utmost its disk 
and tentacles in the clear water of the tank. I touch 
its hody; instantly the hlosaom-like display is with- 
drawn; tlie column closing over it in the form of 
a hemispherical button, which goes on contracting 
spasmodically. At the same time see these white 
threads which shoot out from various points of the 
surface ; new ones appearing at every fresh contrac- 
tion, and streaming out to a length of several inches — 
resembling in appearance fine sewing cotton, twisted 
and tangled irregularly. 

Now the animal has attained its utmost contraction, 
and the threads lengthen no more. But already they 
are disappearing; each is i-eturning into the body hy 
the orifice at which it issued. It is, as you may see 
by examining it carefully with a lens, gradually con- 
tracting into small in-egular coils, at that end which is 
attached to the animal ; and these little coils are, one 
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after another, encked in, as it were, through an imper- 
ceptible orifice. 

■Before the wliole have disappfeared, we will secure 
a portion for examination. For this end I cut off with 
a Bhaip ecifisors about one-eixth of an inch of tlie 
extremity of one of the threads, which now I transfer 
to a drop of sea-Water in the compressorium. These 
thi-eads are called aconiia. 

Examiniug this fragment under a low power of the 
microscope, we readily see that, tliough at first it 
seems a solid cylinder, it is really a flat narrow ribbon 




with the edges cvn'ved in, which can at pleasure be 
brought into contact, and thus constitute a tube. Like 
all other internal organs in tliese animals, its surface is 
richly ciliated, and the ciliary currents not only hurl 
along whatever floating atoms chance to approach the 
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surface, "but cause the detached fragments themselves 
to wheel round aud round, and to swim away through 
the water. Thongh there is not the slightest trace of 
fibre in tlie structure of the acontium, when scrutinized 
even witli a power of eight hundred diameters, the 
clear jelly, or Barcode, of which its basis is composed, 
is endowed with a very evident conti-actility ; tlie 
filament can contract or elongate ; can extend itself in 
a straight lino, or throw its Jength into spiral curves 
and contorted coils ; can bring its margins together, pr 
separate them in various degrees ; can perfoiin the one 
operation in one part, and the other at another, and 
thus can enlarge or attenuate the general diameter 
of the cord, apparently at will ; and some of these 
changes can be effected even in the fragment detached 
from the animal, thus proving that the motile power, 
whatever it is, is localized in the constituent tissue 
itself. 

Under pressui'o tlie edges of the flattened acontium 
appear to be thronged with clear viscous globules, 
overlapping one another, and protruding ; indicating 
one or more layers of superficial cells, doubtless form- 
ing the epithelium. As the pressure is increased, 
these ooze out aa long pear-shaped drops, and imme- 
diately assume a perfectly globular form, with a high 
refractive power. Below these are packed a dense 
crowd of cnidw, arranged transversely. 

Before we proceed to the examination of these 
curious organs in detail, it may be well to devote a 
moment's attention to the mechanism by \vhich the 
aconiia themselves are projected from the body. Aa 
this was first described (so far as I am aware) by 
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luyBclf,* I -will take the liberty of citing some of my 
observations on tlie matter, 

" The emission of the acontia 
is provided for by the existence 
of special orifices, which I term 
Cinelides. The integument of 
the body, in the Sagartim, is 
perforated by minute foramina, 
having a resemblance in ap- 
pearance to the spiraoula of In- 
sects. They occur in the inter- 
septal spaces; opening a com- 
innnication between tliese (and 
therefore the general visceral 
cavity) and the external water. 
It follows that they are placed 
in perpendicular rows, but I 
Jiave not been able to trace any cmcLinra. 

other regularity in their arrangement. So far as I Jiavo 
seen, they are so scattered, that one, two, or even more 
contiguous intereepts may be quite destitute of a cinolis, 
I would not, however, attach too much weight to tliis 
negative evidence, since the animal has the power of 
closing tiiem iudividuallj' at will, and that so com- 
pletely tiiat the most careful scrutiny does not detect 
tlieir presence. 

Perhaps the best mode of examining tliem is to 
put a small specimen of 8. dianthus or S. hellis into 
a narrow parallel-sided glass-cell, filled with sea-water. 
After a while the animal will be ranch distended; 
the exhaustion of the oxygen impelling the Anemone 
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to tatlie its organs witli as large a quantity of the fluid 
as it can inhale. Tlie pellucidity of all the integn- 
ments will be thus greatly increased. A strong lamp- 
light being now reflected, by means of the mirror 
through the animal on the stage of tlie microscope, an 
inch or a half-inch object-glass ■will probably reveal 
tlie orificea in qneetion with ranch distinctness. 

" The apjDcarance of the cincUdes may be compared 
to that which would be presented by tlio lids of the 
human eye, snpposing these to be reversed ; the con- 
vexity being inwards. Each is an oval depression, 
■with a transverse slit across the middle. When closed, 
this slit may sometimes be discerned merely as a dark 
line — tlie optical expression of the contact of the two 
edges ; but, when slightly opened, a brilliant line of 
light allows the passage of the rays from the lamp to 
tlie beholder. From this condition the lids may sepa- 
rate in various degrees, ■until they are retracted to the 
margin of the oval pit, and the whole orifice is open. 

The dimensions of the cincUdea vary not only with 
the species, and probably also with the size of the 
individual, but ■with the state of the muscular con- 
ti'action of the integument, as, also, I think, with the 
pleasure of the animal. In a small specimen of S. 
dianthus, I found the width of a cinolis, measured 
transversely, a^s*^^ ■'^ ^^ ''^'^1' > ^^^ *^^'' '^^ another, in 
the same animal, was more than twice aa great, viz., 
T^T;th of an inch. This was on the thickened marginal 
ring, or parapet, which in this species surrounds tlie 
tentacles, where tlic cinclides are larger than else- 
where, "Watching a specimen of S. nivea under tlie 
microscope, I saw a dnclis begin to open, and grad- 
ually expand till it was almost circular in outline, and 
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iljth of an inch in diiimeter. I slightly touched the 
animal, and it in an instant enlarged tlie apertare 
to 550*'^ of an inch. In a specimen of S. bellis, less 
than haif-grown, I found the cinclides numerous, and 
sufficiently easy of detection, but rather less detined 
than in diantJms or nivea. They occurred at about 
every fourth intereept, three intercepts being blind 
for each perforate one, and about three or four in 
linear Beries, but not quite regularly in either of tlicso 
respects. In this case they were about -g^ih. of an 
incli in transverse diameter — a large size ; and I 
measured one which was even ^'jth of an inch. By 
bringing tJie animal before the window, I could dis- 
cern the light through the tiny orifices with my naked 
eye. 

From several good observations, and especially 
from one on a dnolis, widely opened, that happened to 
be close to the edge of the parapet of a dianthus, I 
perceived that the passage is not absolutely open, at 
least in ordinary, but that an excessively thin film lies 
acTOSS it. By delicate focussing, I have detected re- 
peatedly, in different degrees of expansion, and even 
at the widest, tlie gi-anolatione of a membrane of exces- 
sive tenuity, and one or two scattered cnidcB, across 
the bright interval. On another occasion, in the case 
of a cmclis at the edge of the pai'apet, a position sin- 
gularly favourable for observation, I saw that thia 
subtle film was gradually pushed out until it assumed 
the form of a hemispherical bladder, in which state it 
remained as long as I looked at it. At tlie same time 
tlie outline of tlie cindis itself was ehai-p and clear, 
when brought into focus further in. The film, what- 
ever it be, is superficial, and does not appear to be a 
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portion of the integument proper. I take it to te a 
fiiin of mucus (composed of deorganized epithelial 
cells), -whicli is constantly in process of being sloughed 
from all the superficial tissues in this tribe of animals, 
and which continues tenaciously to invest their bodies, 
until, corrugated by the successive contractions of the 
animal, it is waebed away by the motions of the waves. 
As, however, one film is no sooner removed than 
another commences to form, one woiild always expect 
external pores so minute as these to bo veiled by a 
mucus-fiim in seasons of rest. 

The pressure of this film is sufficient evidence that 
the cinelides are not excretory orifices for the outflow 
of the respired water, in the manner of the discharging 
siphon in the Bivalve Mollitsca: — at least that no 
current constantly, or even ordinarily, passes through 
them. I have watched them continuously for periods 
sufficient to detect such discharge if it were periodic. 
On one occasion (viz., that in which the film was 
protruded like a blown bladder) a minute Infusorial 
animalcule chanced to pass across, close to the surface 
of the lilra ; this would have been a decisive test of 
the existence of a ciliaiy current ; but not the slight- 
est deviation in the little atom's course could bo de- 
tected. 

That the cmdides are the special orifices through 
which those missile weapons— the acontia — are shot 
and recovered, rests not merely on the probability that 
arises from the co-existence of the two series of facts 
I have above recorded, but upon actual observation. 
In a rather large S. dianthus, somewhat distended, 
placed in a glass vessel between my eye and the sun, 
[ saw, with great distinctness, by the aid of a pocket 
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lens, iiiauy aconiia protruded from the cinGlides, and 
many more of the latter widely open, Tiie acontia, 
in some cases, did not so accurately fill the orifice but 
that a line of bright light (or of darbnese, according as 
the sun was exactly opposite or not) was seen partially 
])ordering the issue of the thread, while the thickened 
rim of the cindis surromided all. 

The appearance of the orifices whence the aeontia 
issued was that of a tubercle or wart, and the same 
appearance I have repeatedly marked in examples 
observed on the stage of the microscope ; namely, that 
of a perforate pimple, or short columnar tube. This 
was clearly manifest when the animal, slowly swaying 
to and fro, bi'onght the sides of the cmclis into partial 
perepective. 

On anoUier occasion I witnessed the actual issue 
of the acontia from the cindides. I was watching, 
under a low power of the microscope, a specimen of a 
S. nivea, while, by touching its body rudely, I pro- 
voked it to emit its missile filaments. Presently they 
burst out witli force, not all at once, bnt some hero 
and there, then more, and yet more, on the repeated 
contractions of the corrugating walls of the body. 
Occasionally, the free extremity of a filament would 
appear, but more frequently the iight of a l)ent one, 
and very often I saw two, and even three, issue from 
the same cinclis. The successive contractions of the 
animal under irritation, caused the acontia already 
protruded to lengthen with each fresh impetus, the 
bights still streaming out in long loops, till perhaps 
the free end would be liberated, and it would be a 
loop no longer; and sometimes a new thread would 
ehoot from a cinclis, whence one or two long ones were 
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stretching already ; while, as often, the new-coinens 
■would force open new cinclides for themselves. The 
suddenness and explosive force with which they burst 
out, appeared to indicate a resistance which was at 
length overcome r^perhaps (in part at least) duo to 
the epithelial film above mentioned, or to an actual 
epiderra, which, tlioagh often ruptured, has ever, with 
the aptitude to heal common to these lowly structures, 
the power of quickly uniting again. 

It appeared to me manifest from this and other 
similar observations, that no snch arrangement exists 
as that which I had fancied :— that a definite cmclis 
is assigned to a definite acontium, or pair of aoontia; 
and tliat the extremity of the latter is guided to tlie 
former, with nneiTing accuracy, hy some internal 
mechaiiisra, whenever tlie exercise of the defensive 
faculty is desired. What I judge to be the true state 
of the case is as follows : The aconUa, fastened by one 
end to the septa or their mesenteries, lie, while at rest, 
irregularly coiled up along the narrow interseptal 
fossse. The outer walls of these fosste are pierced with 
the cinclides. When the animal is irritated, it imme- 
diately contracts : the water contained in the visceral 
cavity finds vent at these natural orifices, and the 
forcible currents carry with them the acontia, each 
through that dnclis which happens to lie nearest to it. 
The frequency with which a loop is forced out shows 
that the issue is the result of a merely mechanical 
action; which is, however, not the less worthy of ad- 
miration because of the simplicity of the contrivance, 
nor the less manifestly tlie result of Divine wisdom 
working to a given end by perfectly adequate means. 
The ejected acontia, loaded with their deadly cnidm in 
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eveiy part of their length, cany abroad their fatal 
powers not the lees surely than if each had been pro- 
vided with a proper tube leading from its free extrem- 
ity to the neai'est cincUs." 

Curious as these contrivances are, 
there is yet much more to he told: 
these are preparatory and ancillary, as 
it were, to tJio elaborate meclianisin hy 
which the ultimate object of tlie whole 
provision is to be attained. Tlie acon- 
tixim is but a reservior for the weapons 
— a kind of quiver for tlie arrows; and 
the cincHs is a provision for getting 
them ready for action : we have not yet 
loohed at the arrows themselves. 

They occur under three principal 
forms ; and for the investigation of these 
we shall find it convenient to have re- 
eourae to diiiPerent species. 

The first and most generally distribn- 
ted form is tlie Chambered Cnida, as it 
is also the most elaborately organized, 
I know of no species in which it can he 
examined under so favourable circum- 
stances as the pretty Madrepore {Ci/a- 
ikina Smithii) of onr south-western "^""^ °' WADna- 
coasts ; and as I have several specimens 
of tliat species in my aquarium, subjects are at hand for 
our investigation. The clear tentacles are, as yoa per- 
ceive, crowned with opaque globular heads ; if I should 
nip off one of these heads and ilatten it by means of the 
compressorium, yon would see it literally composed of 
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cnidw, the ends of which pi-oject side by side, as close 
as they can be packed one against another. 

But still larger examples may be obtained from tlie 
craspeda. With a smart sudden blow I break the stony 
skeleton of the Madrepore in snnder— the flesh tearing 
apart also ; and thus I expose the interior of the living 
animal. A great number of pellucid ribbons are now 
seen, very much convoluted, which are named eras- 
■peda. These are almost composed of large cnidcB. 

I remove with fine pliers a small fragment of ono 
of these ribbons, and placing it between the plates of 
the compressorium, flatten it gradually till the plates 
are brought into as close contact as they can he, A 
high power now being put on, examine the organ in 
question. 

Tou SCO a multitude of perfectly transparent, 
colourless vesicles, of a lengthened ovate figure, con- 
siderably larger at one end than at the other ; one of 
average dimensions measures in length 5^0 th of an 
inch, and in greatest diameter ■^■^■^■gih. "In the larger 
(the anterior) moiety, passing longitudinally through 
its centre, is seen a slender chamber, fusiform or 
lozenge-form, about jj^ith of an inch in its greatest 
transverse diameter, and tapering to a point at each 
extremity. Tho anterior point merges into the walls 
of the cnidm at its extremity, while the posterior end, 
after having become attenuated like the anterior, 
dilates with a funnel-shaped mouth, in which the eye 
can clearly see a double infolding of the chamber- 
wall. After this double fold the structure proceeds as 
a very slender cord, which passing back towards the 
anterior end of the capsule, winds loosely round and 
round the chamber, with some regularity at fli-st, bnt 
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becoming involved in coiitortioua more and more intri- 
cate, aa it fills up the poaterioi' moiety of the cavity. 
The fuejtbrm ehamter appears to be mailed on its 
inner eurfaee witli regularly recurring seiTations, 
which are the optical expression of that peculiar arma 
ture to be described presently. 

" Under the stimulus of pressure when subjected to 
microscopical examination, and doubtless under ner- 
vous stimulus, subject to the control of the will, during 
the natural exercise of the animal's functions — the 
ciiidtB suddenly emit their contents with great force, 
in a regular and prescribed manner. It must not be 
supposed, however, that the pressure spoken of is the 
immediate mechanical cause of tlie emission; the con- 
fact of the glass-plates of the compressorium is never 
80 absolute as to exert the least direct forco upon the 
walls of the capsule itself; but the disturbance pro- 
duced by the compression of the surrounding tissues 
excites an iiTitability, which evidently resides in a 
very high degree in the interior of the enidw; and 
the projection of the contents is the result of a vital 
force. 

"In general, the eye can scarcely, or not at all, 
follow the lightning-lrke rapidity with which the 
chamber and its twining thread are shot forth from 
tlie larger cud of the enidw. But sometimes impedi- 
ments delay the emission, or allow it to proceed only 
in a fitful manner — a minute portion at a time ; and 
sometimes, from the resistance of friction (as against 
the glase-piate of the compressorium), the elongation 
of the thread proceeds evenly, but so slowly as to be 
watched with tlie utmost ease ; and sometimes the 
process which lias reached a certain point normally, 
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becomes from some cause arrested, and the contents 
of the cell remain permanently fixed in a transition 
state. Thus, a long continned course of patient ob- 
servation is pretty sure to present some fortuitous 
combinations, and abnormal conditions, whicli gi-eat!y 
elucidate phenomena, that noiTnally seemed to defy 
investigation. 

" In watching any particular cnida, 
the moment of its emission may be pre- 
dicted witli tolerable accuracy, by the 
protrusion of a nipple-shaped wart from 
, the anterior exti-emity. This is the 
base of the thread. Tlie process of 
its protrnsion is often slow and gradual, 
until it has attained a length about 
equal to twice its own diameter, when 
it suddenly yields, and the contents of 
the cnida dart forth. At this instant 
I have, in many instances, beard a dis- 
tinct crack or crepitation, both in the 
examination of this species and of Sa- 
gartia parasitica. 

"When fully expelled, the thread 
or wire, which is distinguished by the 
term eothor(Bum, is often twenty, thirty, 
or even forty times the length of the 

/\ cnida; though in some species, as in 
\ most of the Sagartim, it frequently will 
\ not exceed one-anJ-a-lialf, or two times 
oNioA OP D. tKiBBi. tlie lengtli of the cnida. 
cosBiB, w iarac . j^ ,j,j^^ eathorcBa which are discharged 
by chamhered cnidm, are invariably furnished with a 
peculiar armature. The basal portion, for a length 
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eq^ual to that of the onida, or a little more, is distinctly 
swollen, but at the point indicated it becomes (often 
abruptly) attenuated, and runs on for the remainder of 
its length as an excessively slender wire of equal diam- 
eter tlirougliout. In the short ecthor<ea of Sagartia, 
tlie attenuated portion is obsolete, 

"It is chiefly upon this ventricose basal portion 
that the elaborate armature is seen, which is so char- 
acteristic of these remarkable orgaus. For around its 
exterior wind one or more spiral thickened bands, 
varying in different species as to their number, the 
number of volutions made by each, and the angle 
which the spii'al forms with the axis of the ecthmmum. 
The whole spiral formed of these thickened banda, is 
termed the screw, or strebla. 

" In the ecthorwa emitted by chambered cnid(B from 
the craspeda of Tealw crassicomis, the screw is formed 
of a single band, having an inclination of 45° to the 
axis, and becoming invisible when it has made seven 
volutions. In those from the same organ in S. para- 
sitica, we find a screw of two equidistant bands, each 
of which makes about six turns — twelve in all — having 
an inclination of TO" from the common axis. In those 
similarly placed in Cyatkma Smithii, [now under your 
observation,] the strebla is composed, aa yon may per- 
ceive, of three equidistant bands, each of which makes 
about ten volutions — thirty in all — with an inclination 
of about 40° from the axis. In every case the spiral 
runs from the east towards the north, supposing the 
axis to point perpendicularly upwards. 

" Sometimes, especially after having been expelled 
for some time, the wall of the ecthormim, becomes so 
attenuated as to be evanescent, while the strebla is still 
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diatiuctly visible. An inexperienced observer would 
be liable, under such circumstances, to suppose that 
the screw, when formed of a single band, as in T. cras- 
sicomis, is itself the wire ; an error into which I had 
myself formerly fallen. An error of another kind I fell 
into, in supposing that the triple screw of the wii-e in 
C. Smithii was a series of overlapping plates: the 
structui-e of the armature is the same in all cases (with 
the vai'iations in detail that I have just indicated) ; and 
the structure is, I am now well assured, a spiral thick- 
ened band running round the wall of the ecthormum 
on its exterior surface. I have been able when exam- 
ining such large forms as those of Corynactis viridis 
and Cyathina Smithii, with a power of 750 diameters, 
to follow the course of the screw, as it alternately ap- 
proached and receded from the eye, by altering the 
focus of the object-glass, so ae to hring each part suc- 
cessively into the sphere of vision. 

"Tliese thickened spiral hands aiford an insertion 
for a series of firm bristles, which appear to have a 
broad base and to taper to a point. Their length I 
cannot determinately indicate, but I have traced it to 
an extent which considerably exceeds the diameter of 
the ecthorcBitm. Tliese barbed bristles are denominated 



"The number oi pterygia appeai-s to vary within 
slight limits. As well as I have been able to make 
ont, there are but eight in a single volution of the one- 
banded sifvMa in T. crassicomis ; while in the more 
complex screws of /S. parasitica, Cor. miridia, and Cy. 
Smithii, there appeai'ed to be twelve in each volution. 

" The barbs, when they first appear, invariably ^ww- 
ject in a diagonal direction from the ecthorcmm'; and 
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Bometiines they inaintaiQ this posture. But more com- 
monly, either in an instant, or slowly and gradually, 
they assume a reverted direction. 

" From some delicate observations made with a very 
good lightj I have reason to conclude that the strebla, 
and even thepterygia, are continued on the attenuated 
portion of the ect/iorceum, perhaps throughout its length. 
In Oar. viridis and Cyatkina Smithii, I have snc^ 
ceeded in tracing tliem up a considerable distance. In 
the latter I saw the continuation of all these bands, 
■with their bristles, but what was strange, the angle of 
inclination had become nearly twice as acute as before, 
being only 22° from the axis. The appearance of the 
attenuate portion, as also of the base of the venti-icose 
part, is exactly that of a tliree-sided wire, twisted on 
itself; the barbs projecting from the angles. 

" The next form of these organs is the Tangled 
Cnida. This form is very generally distributed, and 
is mingled with the former in the various tissues. In 
the genus Sagartia, however, it is by far the rarer foi-m, 
■while in Actinia and Anthea it seems to be the only 
one. 

"The pretty little Corynactis viridia is the best 
species that I am acq^uainted with for studying this 
kind of cnidcB. [A fragment of its craspeda I have 
here ready for your observation, prepared exactly like 
that of O. Sirdthii.'] Their figure is near that of a per- 
fect oval, but a little flattened in one aspect, about 
ji^th of an inch in the longer, and ifiith in the shorter 
diameter. Their size, therefore, makes them peculiarly 
suitable for observations on the structure and functions 
of these curious organs. Within the cavity lies a 
thread (ectkorceum) of gi-eat length and tenuity,, coiled 
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up in Bome instances with an approach to regularity, 
but much more commonly in loose contortions, like an 
end of thread rudely rolled into a bundle with the 
fingers. 

" The armature of this kind doea not differ essen- 
tially from that already described. Ifc is true, I have 
detected it only in Corynactis, where the short ectho- 
rmim of the Tangled Cnida is surrounded throughout 
its length by a bai'bed strebla of three bands. The barbs 
are visible, under very favourable conditions for obser- 
vation; even while tho tangled wire remains enclosed 
in the cnida, but their optical expression is tliat of ser- 
raturea of the walls, without the least appearance of a 
screw. This, I say, is the only species in which I have 
actually seen tiie armature of the ect/iormim, in this kind 
of cnidcB, but I infer its existence 
from analogy in other species, where 
the conditions that can be recognis- 
ed agree witli those in this, tliough 
the excessive attenuation of the 
parts precludes actual observation 
of tlie stiTicture in question. j 

" Spiral Cnid^ constitute tlie 
third form. In a few species, as 
Sagartia jparasitioa, Tealia crassi- 
cornis, and Cerianthus •m&mhTanor 
ceus, I have found very elongated 
fusiform cnidcB, which seem com- 
posed of a slender cylindrical thread, 
coiled into a veiy close and regular 
spiral. In some cases tlie extrem- 
ities are obtuse, but in others, as in T. crassicoj-nis [an 
example of which I now show you] the posterior ex- 
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ti'omity rung off to a finely attenuated point, the whole 
of the spire visible even to the laet, the whole tearing 
no small resemblance to a multispiral shell ; as one of 
the Oerithiadm or TumteUadcB. The ecthormum, is dis- 
charged reluctantly from this form, and I have never 
seen an example in which the whole had been run off. 
So excessively subtile are the walls of the onidw, that 
it was not until after many observations that I detected 
them ; in an example from T. erassicomis, whicli had 
dischai'ged ahout half of the wire, I have not seen tlie 
slightest sign of armature on the ecthorcmTn. So far as 
niy investigations go, these Spiral Cnidie are confined 
to tJie walls of the tentacles, in which, however, they 
are the dominant form," 

Such, then, is the form and armature of these 
organs. Eut I have not yet done with tliem. The 
emission of the wire, strange to say, is a process of 
distinct eversion from beginning to end. The eethormum 
is not a solid, but a tubular, prolongation of the ■walls 
of the onida, turned-in, during its primal condition, like 
the finger of a glove drawn into the cavity. Of this 
fact you may convince yourself by a careful watching 
of the phenomena before you. Many of the eathorma 
from the tangled cnidm now under your eye run out, 
not in a direct line, but in a spiral direction. Select 
one of these, and you will perceive that each bend of 
the spire ia made, and stereotyped, so to speak, in suc- 
cession, while the tips go on lengthening ; the tip only 
progresses, the whole of the portion actiTaliy dischai-ged 
remaining perfectly fixed ; which could not be on any 
other supposition than that of evolution. 

In the discharge of the chambered kind^to revert 
to those which we were just now examining — we saw 
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the ventrjcose basal part first appear ; the lower harhs 
flew out before the upper ones, and all were ftiHy ex 
pauded before tlie attenuated portion began to lengthen. 
" This, again, is consistent only with the fact of the 
evolution of the whole. On several occasions of obser- 
vation on the chambered cnidcs of Cyathina Smithii^ I 
liave actually seen the unevolved portion of the ectho- 
rwum running out through the centre of the evolved 
ventricose portion. But perhaps the most instructive 
and convincing example of all was the following. One 
of the large tangled cnidw of morynactis virdis had 
shot about half of ite wire with rapidity, when a kind 
of twist, or ' kink,' oecun-ed against the nipple of tlie 
cnida, whereby the process was suddenly arrested. 
The projectile force, however, continuing, caused the 
impediment to yield, and minute portions of the thread 
flew out piecemeal, by fits and starts. By turning the 
stage-screw I brought the extremity of the discharged 
portion into view, and saw it slowiy evolving, a little 
at a time. Turning back to the cnida, I saw the kink 
gradually give way, and the whole of the tangled wire 
quickly flew out through the nipple. I once more 
moved the stage, following up the eethormim, and 
presently found the true extremity, and a large portion 
of the wire still inverted ; slowly evolving, indeed, but 
very distinct throughout its whole course, within the 
walls of the evolved portion. 

" From all these observations there cannot remain 
a doubt of the successive evereion of the entii-e ecthor- 

Ton ask, "What is the nature of the force by whicli 
the contained thread is expelled ? " That it is a potent 
force is obvious to any one who makes the sudden 
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explosive violence with which the nipple-like end of 
the cnida gives way, and the contents buret forth ; as 
also the exti-eme rapidity with which, ordinarily, the 
whole length is evolved. A curious example of this 
force once excited my admiration. The ectJiormum, 
from a cnida of Corynactis virdis was in course of 
rapid evolution, when the tip came full against the 
side of anotlier cnida already emptied. The evolution 
was momentarily arrested, but the wall of the empty 
capsule presently was seen to bend inward, and sud- 
denly to give way, the ecthorceu/m forcing itself in, and 
shooting round and Touiid the interior of the cnida. 

" The most careful observations have failed to reveal 
a lining membrane to the cnida. I have repeatedly 
discerned a double outline to the walls themselves, the 
optical expression of their diameter ; but have never 
detected any, even the least, appearance of any tissue 
stai'ting from the walls, as the ecthorwum bursts out. 
My first supposition, reluctantly resigned, was, that 
some such lining membrane, of high contractile 
power, lessened, on irritation, the volume of tho cavity, 
and forced out the wire. 

" The cnida is filled, however, with a fluid. This 
is very distinctly seen occupying the cavity when, from 
any impediment, such as above described, the wire 
flies out fitfully ; waves, and similar motions, passing 
from wall to wall. Sometimes, even before any portion 
of the wire has escaped, the whole mass of tangled 
coils is seen to move irregularly from side to side, 
within the capsule, from the operation of some intestine 
cause. The emission itsdf is a process of in^ecUon y 
for I have many times seen floating atoms driven for- 
cibly along the interior of the eethormum, sometimes 
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swiftly, and sometimes more deliberately. Nothing 
that I have seen would lead me to conclude that the 
wall of the cnida is ciliated. ■ 

" I consider, then, that this fluid, holding organic 
corpuscles in suspension, is endowed with a high 
degree of expansibility ; that, in the state of repose, 
it is in a condition of compression, by the invei-sion of 
the ecthorcEwm ; and tliat, on the excitement of a suit- 
able stimulus, it forcibly exerts its expansile power, 
distending and, consequently, projecting, the tubular 
ecthorvrnm — the only pai't of the wall tiiat will yield 
without actual rupture." 

It has been proved that the execution of these 
weapons is as effectual as their mechanism is elaborate. 
The wire shot with such force penetrates to its base 
the tissues of the living animals which the Anemone 
attacks, when its barbs preclude the withdrawal of the 
dai-t. But the entrance of bodies so excessively slen- 
der would of itself inflict little inj.ury ; there is evi- 
dently tlie infusion at the same time of a highly subtile 
poison into the wound ; . some venomous fluid escaping 
witii the discharge of the eothorcBum, which has the 
power, at least when augmented by the simultaneous 
intromission of scores, or hundreds, of the weapons, ot 
suddenly arresting animal vigour and speedily de- 
stroying life, even in creatures — flshes for exampjo — far 
higher than tlie zoophyte in the scale of organization. 
I have seen a little fish in perfect healtli come in 
accidental contact with one of the acontia of an irritat- 
ed Sagartia, wlien all tlie evidences of distress and 
agony were instantly manifested ; the little creature 
darted wildly to and fro, turned over, sank upon the 
bottom, struggled, flurried, and was dead. 
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" Admitting tlie existence of a venomous fluid, 
it is difficult to imagine where it is lodged, and how it 
is injected. The first thought that occure to one's 
mind is, that it is the organic fluid which wo havo 
Been to fill the interior of the omda, and to be forced 
through the everting tubular eethorcBum. But if so, it 
cannot be ejected through tlie extremity of the 
eothor(Eum, because if this were an open tube, I do not 
see how the contraction of the fluid in the onida could 
force it to evolve ; the fluid would escape through the 
still inverted tube. It is just possible that the barbs 
may ho tubes open at tlie tips, and that the poiaon-fluid 
may be ejected through these. But I rather incline to 
the liypothesis, that the cavity of the eoihorcBum, in its 
primal inverted condition, while it yet remains coUed 
wp in the aiidai is occupied with the potent fluid in 
question, and tliat it is poured out gradually within tlie 
tissues of the victim, as the evolving tip of tlie "wu'e 
penetrates farther and farther into tlie wound." 

I do not think that the wholo range of organic ex- 
istence affords a more wonderful example than this of 
the minute workmanship and elaboration of the parts ; 
the extraordinary modes in which certain prescribed 
ends are attained, and the perfect adaptation of the 
contrivance to the work which it has to do. We must 
remember that all this complexity is found in an 
animal which it is customary to consider as of 
excessively simple structure. But the ways of God 
are past finding out. These are but parts of His 
ways. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



We are eo accustomed to see certain of tlie vital 
functions of animalB performed by special organB oi" 
tiBSues, that we wondev when we find creatures which 
move without limbs, contract without muscles, respire 
without lungs or gills, and digest without a stomach or 
intestines. But thus we are taught that the function is 
independent of the organ, and, as it were, prior to it ; 
though in nine hundred and ninety-aine cases out of a 
thousand it be associated with it. In truth, the simplest 
forms of animal life display very little of that division 
of labour, the minuteness of which increases as we as- 
cend the organic scale ; the common tissue is not 
yet differentiated (to use the awkward term whieli 
is becoming fashionable among physiologists) into 
organs, but is endowed with the power of fulfilling 
various offices, and performing many functions. In all 
probability, the function is but imperfectly performed ; 
the specialization of certain tissues, and their union into 
organs, and the complexity of such combinations, 
no doubt, perform the given function in a far more 
complete degree ; and it is the number and "elaborate- 
ness of these that constitute one animal higher in the 
scale tlian another. The human lung is no doubt a 
more complete breathing apparatus than the entire 
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ciliated surface of an Infueory, and the liiiinan eye sees 
more perfectly than the loose aggregation of pigment 
grannies on tlie edge of a Medusa. But this diversity 
is essential to creation, as the great and wondrous plan 
which we see it to he ; and, meamyhile, we may rest 
satisfied that the humble requirements of the lowest 
organism are met adecLiiately by its humble en- 
dowments. 

This evening I propose to show yon some of these 
Immble conditions of animal life— the lo\vest of the 
lowly. I have here two or three phials of very rich 
water dipped from the fresh-water ponds in the neigh- 
bonrhood, AH collections of water are not equally 
productive ; and very far indeed is the popular notion 
from correctness, that every drop of water which we 
drint contains millions of animalcules. You may find 
many collections of clear water, springs, streams, and 
pools, from which you may examine drop after drop in 
succession,- with the highest powers of the microscope, 
and scarcely discover a solitary animalcule. Again, it 
is not stagnant and fetid pools that are the richest 
in vitality ; though no doubt you will always obtain 
some forms abundantly enough in such conditions. 
According to my own experience — an experience of 
many years — the paucity or profusion of animal life in 
any given collection of water can never bo determined 
beforehand ; the season, the situation, the aspect, the 
character of the countiy, and many other unsuspected 
conditions, may influence the result; which yet one 
may often give a shrewd guess at. Generally speak- 
ing, small ponds, in which a good deal of sub-aquatic 
vegetation grows — and particularly if this be of a 
minutely-divided cliaracter, such as Myriophyllum 
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Chara, &c., and whose eurface is well covered witli 
duckweed {Lemnd), yields well ; and, in collecting, it 
is desirable eo to dip as that some of the fine loose sedi- 
ment of the bottom may flow into your pliial, and then 
to pluck np one or more.of the filamentous water-plants, 
and introduce these into your vessel. 

Wow, to examine such a collection, proceed as I am 
about to show you. I hastily glance with the pocket- 
lens over the foliage, and selecting such filaments as 
seem the most loaded with dirty floecose matter, I 
pluck off with pliers one or two, together with one or 
two of the cleaner ones that ai-e higher up on the 
plant, nearer the growing point. Having laid these on 
the lower glass of tlie live-box, I take up with the tip 
of a fine capillary tube, or a pipette, a minute quantity 
of the water at the bottom, which flows in as you see, 
carrying a few granules of the sediment. This drop 1 
discharge upon the glass of tlie live-box, put on the 
cover, and place the whole on the stage of -the micro- 
scope. 

First let us use a low power — one hundred diame- 
ters or BO — in order to take a general glance at what 
we have got. Here is an array of life, indeed ! Motion 
arrests the eye everywhere. "The glittenng .swift and 
the flabby slow" are alike here ; clear crystal globules 
revolve giddily on their axes ; tiny points leap hitlier 
and thither like nimble fleas ; long forms are twisting 
to and fro ; busy little creatures are regularly quarter- 
ing the hunting-ground, grubbing with an earnest de- 
Totedness among the sediment, as they march up the 
stems ; here are vases with translucent bodies protrud- 
ing from the mouths ; here are beauteous bells, set at 
the end of tall threads, ever lengthening and short- 
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cning; liere are niaelsti-oma in miniature, and tempests 
in far less than a teapot ; rival and interfering currents 
are whirling round and round, and making series of 
concentric circles among the granules. Surely here is 
material for our study. 

I Eee an object slowly creeping along the glass, 
wliich will he just the thing for our purpose. It is the 
IVoteus {Am<eba dlffitiens). Let me put on a higher 
power, and submit it to your observation. 

You eee a flat area of clear jelly, of very iiTegular 
form, with sinuosities and jutting points, hke the out- 
line of some island in a map. A great number of 
minute blackish granules and vesicles occupy the cen- 
tral part, but the edges are clear and colourless. A 
large bladder is seen near one side, which appears tilled 
with a subtile fluid. 

Bat while j'ou gaze on it, you perceive that its 
form is changing ; that it is not at two successive 
moments of exactly the same shape. This individual, 
which, when you first looked at it, was not unlike 
England in outline, is now, though only a few minutes 
have passed, something totally different ; the projecting 
angle t)iat represented Cornwall is become rounded 
and more perpendicular; the broken comer that 
we might have called Kent has formed two little 
points, np in the position of Lincolnshire; the large 
bladder which was in the place of the Eastern counties 
is moved up to the Durham coast, and is, moreover, 
greatly diminished ; and other like changes have taken 
place in other parts, 

Lo 1 even while speaking of tliese alterations, tliey 
have been proceeding, so that another and a totally 
diverse outline is now presented. A gi-eat excava- 
19 
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tioti takes the place of Dorset; Kent is immensely 
prolonged; the bladder has c[iiite disappeared, &c. ; 
but it is impossible to follow these changes, -which 
are ever going on without a moment's intermission, 
and without the slightest recognisable rule or order. 




The projections are obliterated or exaggerated ; the 
sinuosities are smoothed, or deepened into gulfs, or 
protruded into promontories ; firtlis form here, capes 
tliere ; not by starts, but evenly, and with sufficient 
rapidity to be appreciable to the eye while under 
actual observation ; though the alterations are more 
striking if you take your eye off the object for a few 
seconds, and then look again ; and still more so, if you 
try to sketch the outline. Individuals vary greatly in 
dimensions ; this specimen is about one hundred and 
twentieth of an inch in long diameter, but others I have 
seen not more than one-tenth as large as this, and som& 
twice as large. 

Disregarding now this peculiarity of change of 
form, which has procured for it the name of the old 
versatile eea-god that was so diifieult to bind, we will 
concentrate onr attention on some other points not less 
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interesting. That great bladder undergoes changes 
besides those gradual alterations of place which are 
dependent on tlie general form. It slowly but mani- 
festly increases in size iip to a certain extent, when 
it rather suddenly diminishes to a point, and im- 
mediately begins to till again, as slowly as befoi'c. 
These alterations go on with some regularity, and 
we cannot observe them without becoming convinced 
that it is a process of filling and emptying ; that the 
bladder gradually fills with a fiuid which is either 
secreted by its walls or percolates into it from the sur- 
I'ounding tissue ; which fiuid, wlieii full, the bladder 
discharges by a sudden contraction of its outline. 
But whither the fluid goes it is difficult to determine ; 
I have never been able, in this or in any otlier instance 
of its occurrence — though this contractile bladder is 
characteristic of the extensive classes Infusoria, and 
JtoUferOr-^o see any issue of fiuid from tlie body 
at the moment of contraction, and therefore conclude 
that it is discharged into the body, perhaps back again 
into the tissues whence it was taken up, and whence it 
is about to be collected again. Hence, it is probably 
tlie first obscure rudiment of a circulation ; the fluids 
impregnated with the products of digestion being thus 
collected and tlien diffused throughout the soft and 
yielding tissues. 

Tlie smaller bladder-liko spaces that you see in 
considerable numbei-s in the substance of the animal, 
are collections of fluid contained in excavations of 
that substance, whicli are called vacuoles, difi^cring 
from vesicles, inasmuch as they seem to have no 
proper wall or inclosing membrane, but to be merely 
caeital separations of tlie common substance, such as 
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would Ijo made by drops of water in oil. These 
vacuoles appear to be connected witli the digestive 
function ; for very many of tlieni are not clear, but are 
occupied with granules more or less opaque, and of 
exceedingly various dimensions. That these collec- 
tions of granules are food, you will see by this ex- 
periment. 

I mingle a little carmine witli the water, just 
enough to impai-t a visible tinge to it, and close the 
live-box again. Already you perceive that some of 
the tiny globules are become turbid and red, and that 
their opacity and colour are deepening perceptibly. 
We see by this that the particles of carmine have been 
taken into the jelly-like sarcode, and are accumulating 
ill little pellets surrounded by fluid, in these casual 
liollows of its substance. The process is rendered still 
more obvious when, as is often the ease, some Diato- 
maeean, with a hard siliceous shell, becomes the food 
of the AnvAa. The apparently helpless jelly spreads 
itself over the organism, so as soon to envelope it ; the 
flesh, which having no skin can unite with itself 
wherever the parts come into contact, closes over the 
Diatom, which is thus brought into the midst of the 
sarcode, a vacuole being new-made for its reception. 
This, then, performs the part of a temporary etomach, 
the digestible portions of the prey are extracted, and 
then the insoluble shell of flint is, as it were, gradually 
squeezed to some part of the exterior, and gradually 
forced out, the vacuole disappearing with it, or per- 
haps retaining a minute portion of the fluid, and 
thus perpetuating itself for a while. This is the earliest 
condition in which tlie process of digestion can bo 
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Another genus somewhat similar is Arcella, liut it 
(liiFei-s in being furnished with a more or less rounded 
shell {lorica), like a little box. In examining the mat- 
ters that adhere to the sterna of Duckweed, and other 
water plants, we frequently observe little circular 
bodies of a yellowish or reddish brown colour, some 
much darker than others, but all haviag a central 
round spot paler than the rest. On first examination 
they seem inert and dead, but if we closely watch one, 
wo perceive that it is endowed with tlie power of mo- 
tion ; and we directly discern thrust out from its edge, 
vaiiable processes, in the form of arms, of clear, per- 
fectly colourless, and most dehcate jelly, sometimes 
pointed, sometimes blunt, which slowly change their 
form and position. By the aid of these, a feeble and 
irregular motion is given to tlie bos, which is some- 
times turned partly over ; when we perceive that its 
under-side is flat or probably concave, and that its out- 
line is cut into facets. The lorica is somewhat flexible, 
for the edges at two opposite points are sometimes bent 
down towards each other, bo as to give the creature the 
form of a crescent. The internal viscera aro dimly 
discernible through tlie coloured lorica, and resemble 
those ot'Amceba. A dark oval ring is commonly seen 
at one side, which is probably the outline of the 
contractile bladder. It may, in fact, be considered as 
an Aim^ba, whose external surface has the power of 
secreting a symmetrical shell of horny, or chitinous 
substance. The lorica is about ^j^th of an inch in 
diameter. This species is named Arcella vulgaris. 

Laying aside our live-box with its contents for 
the present, we will have recourse to the tank of 
eea-water for one or two other objects of interme- 
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diate interest. On the green and brown mossy eea 
weed which covers tlie rocks on the bottom, you 
see many white specks clinging to the lilamcnts ; and 
there are several adhering to the sides of the tank. 
These are little living shelled animals of the class 
Fm'cmiinifera, and, tnese which you see include several 
species. By bringing your eje assisted by the lens to 
bear upon one of these latter, you perceive that it is a 
little discoid spiral shell, of very elegant form, marked 
with curved diverging grooves. This is the pretty 
little Polystomella crispa, a fair sample of its class, 
and though not more than ^'^th of an inch in diameter, 
it is a giant compared with the Arcella. 

There is more however than the shell to be seen ; 
though so filmy and shadowy that I wonder not at yonr 
overlooking it. Extending from two opposite sides of 
the shell to a distance each way considerably exceed- 
ing its diameter, you discern fine threads of clear jelly, 
running out in long points. The power you employ is 
not sufficient to enable you to resolve their detail : and 
for this, I will try to secure a specimen for the micro- 
scope. 

In this other live-box, tlien, I inclose one of the 
white specks from the moss-like clothing of the stones. 
It is, I see, of another species, namely, PolyirwrpMne 
ohking, but it will answer our purpose equally well. 

At present we see only the shell, the removal of 
the animal having induced it in alarm to withdraw the 
whole of its softer parts within the protection of its 
castle. We must have a few minutes' patience, 

Now look again. From the sides of the opaque 
shell we see protruding tiny points of the clear sarcode ; 
these gradually and slowly — so gradually and slowly 
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that the eye cannot recognise the process of extension 
—stretch and extend their lines and films of delicate 
jelly, till at length they have stretched right aeroBS the 
field of view. The extension is principally in two 
opposite directions corresponding to the long axis of 
the shell ; thongh the branched and Tariously con- 
nected films often diverge considerably to either 
side of these lines, giving to tlie whole a more or less 
fan-shaped figure. 

These films ai'O as irregular in their forms and sizes 
as the expansion of the sarcode of Amixlia, with which 
they have the closest affinity. Their only peculiarity 
is their tendency to run out into long ribbons or at- 
tenuated threads, which however coalesce and unite 
whenever they come into mutual contact, and tlius we 
see the threads branching and anastomosing with the 
utmost irregularity, usually with broad triangular films 
at the points of divei'gence and union. 

There can be no doubt that the object of these 
lengthened films, which are termed pseudopodia, is 
the capture of prey or food of some kind ; perhaps 
the more sluggish forms of minute animalcules, or 
the simpler plants. These the films of sai'code probably 
entangle, surround, and drag into the chambers 
of the shell, digesting tlieir softer parts in temporaiy 
vacuoles, and then casting out the more solid remains, 
just as the Am^ia does. 

Though this beautiful array was so very delibe- 
rately put forth, it is, as yon perceive, very rapidly 
witlidrawn on any disturbance to the animal, as when 
we agitate the water, by slightly moving or turning the 
cover of the live-box. Another fact, of which you may 
convince yourself, by watching manifest though small 
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changes of position in the Bltell while niidet: obser- 
vation, is, that it 13 by means of the adhesion and con- 
traction of the pseudopodia that the animal drags itself 
along a fixed surface. Tliis it can effect so assiduously, 
that I frequently find them in tlie morning adhering to 
the tank-sides three or four inches from the bottom, 
though on the previous evening none were visible 
on the glass. Thus they must crawl, on occasion, from 
a hundred to a hundred and fifty times their own 
diameter in a night. 

The structure of a Sponge is much the same as that 
of these animals, with the exception that its solid part 
or skeleton is not a continuous covering by which the 
sarcole . is invested, but consists of fibres or points 
or rods of varying form, which are clothed with 
the eareode. This loose sort of skeleton may be of 
horny or chitinous matter, like that of Aroella, or 
calcareous, like that of the Forarmnifera, or it may 
bo siliceous — -that is, composed of flint {sil&£). 

In some cases, as in the common Turkey Sponge, 
the horny skeleton consists of a network of solid but 
slender fibres, very tough and elastic, which branch 
and anastomose in every direction, at very short inter- 
vals, as you may see by looking at tliis atom, which I 
cut off from a dressing sponge. 

In the lime and fiint SpOnges, however, the con- 
tinuity and cohesion of the skeleton does not depend 
upon the organic union of tlie constituent parts, as it 
does in the loose and open network of the Turkey 
sponge. For it is made up of an immense multitude 
of glassy needles, all separate and independent, between 
themselves, yet so contrived that they do hold together 
very firmly, and in a great number of cases are arranged 
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on a prescribed plan, bo as to give a certain form and 
outline to the aggregate. 

If jou have ever shaken up a box of dressing-pins^ 
and have then endeavoured to take one out, you know 
how by their mei-e interlacement they adhere together 
in a mass, so that by taking hold of one you may lift a 
bristling group of scores. Somewhat on the same prin- 
ciple are tlie calcareous and siliceous pina {spieula) of a 
Sponge held together by mutual interlacement. Tet 
their cohesion is aided by the tenacity of the living 
sarcodo which invests them ; for I have found that speci- 
mena of Graniia (calcareous Sponges with needles of 
three raya), when long macerated in water, so that the 
sarcode is dissolved, have very slight power of cohesion 
among their spicula. 

To underetand the sti-ucturo of a Sponge we will 
shave a thin sectional slice from this Maliohondi'ia su- 
ierea. This when alive is of an orange colour ; and ia 
always found closely investing turbinate shells which 
are inhabited by Hermit-crabs. We will macerate the 
slice in tepid water for a quarter of an hour, and then 
examine it in tlie live-box. 

The surface is a thin layer of greater density than 
any other part, and is composed of coloured fleshy gran- 
nies — omitting for the present, the skeleton. Of the 
same substance is the whole slice composed, but looser 
and more open as it recedes from the surface. It ia 
separated by blank spaces which are larger towards the 
centre, snaaller and more numerous as they approach 
the exterior. 

These openings are sections of so many canals, by 
which the whole substance of a sponge is permeated. 
The surface is perforated with minute pores, at which 
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the Biirronnding water enters on all sides. Tlieee pres- 
ently unite into slender pipes, which, irregularly mean- 
dering, are continually uniting into larger and yet larger 
canals ; of which the greater open spaces that you see 
are the oblique divisions. These havo certain outlets, 
called osoula, on the surface, from which the stream is 
poured oat that has thus made the grand tour of the 







-whole interior. Snch osctila, as you perceive on the 
remainder of the Halickondria, are usually raised on 
slight eminences ; and resemble, especially when in 
living action, miniature volcanoes, vomiting torrents of 
water and granules of effete matter, instead of fire and 
ashes. 

During life these granules were much more diffused, 
and formed a considerable portion of the living flesli, 
the remainder being composed of a glairy sarcode, al- 
most fluid. The whole was maintained in position by 
tlie solid spicula of flint, which you see abundantly in 
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tliis slice. These take a curious form, exactly that of 
the pins which we use on our dressing tahles ; each 
consisting of a cylindrical slender rod, pointed at one 
end, and at the other earmounted by a globular head, 
the whole formed of ^ass—-Jlint glass literally. Yen 
see them bristling all round the edge of the section, 
being stuck into the surface of the sponge, exactly as 
pins are loosely stuck into a pin-cushion. Tlie heads 
and points, too, project into the cavities; more, how- 
ever, than they did during life, for you must make al- 
lowance for the shrinking of the soft Darts; and thus 
you perceive how the whoie structure is permeated by 
these glassy pins, which seem to be entangled together 
quite at random without rule or arrangSnient, And yet 
there is an arrangement discernible here ; for the canals 
are formed by the manner in which these are grouped ; 
and this is seen much more clearly, in the case of the 
three-rayed needles of lime in the Ora/ntim. Mr. Bow- 
ei'hank has shown that in G. eompressa the substance is 
divided into very regular chambers in a double series, 
ited by a diaphragm, wliose axis is at right an- 
8 to the axis of the sponge ; and that these chambers 
are defined by walls made up of the three-rayed needles 
in their mutual interlacement. 
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INFUSOKIA, 



MsrsKoifS a nos moutons. "We will resume our ex 
aminatinn of the drop of pond-water, and the fragments 
of MyriqphyUum, which have been waiting for iis in the 
live-tox. 

Our attention then shall first bo given to some ele- 
gant creatui-es of a brilliant translucent green hue. 
which are gracefully gliding about. They are of tlio 
genus Euglena, eo called because each is furnished 
with a very conspicuous spot of a clear red hue, situated 
near the head, which Elirenbcrg, on account of its re- 
semblance to the lowest forms of eyes in the Rotifera, 
tiiat are somewhat similar in colour and appearance, 
pronounced to be an organ of vision. More recent 
physiologists, however, doubt the correctness of the con 
elusion. 

The animals are of several kinds. The most nu- 
merous is an active little thing of about ^sotb of an inch 
in length when extended, though from its extreme ver- 
satility it is as difficult to assign to it a definite size, as 
a definite shape. It seems to bo the E. sanguinea, so 
called because it is said to occur sometimes of a deep 
red hue, and in such vast profusion, as to give the 
waters the appearance of blood. I have never seen it, 
however, other than as it now appears, rich emerald 
green in the body, with the two extremities perfectly 
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clear and colourless. I might poi'liaps describe its 
ordinary form as spindle-shaped, with a pointed tail, 
and a blunt, ronnded head ; but it is remarkable for the 
variableness of its shape. It is capable of assuming an 
appearanco very diverse from what it had half a minuto 
before, so that yon would hardly identify it, if you 
were not watching its evolutions. Whether tliis ability 
to prove an alias be at all dependent on the remarkable 
clear-headedness of tlie subject, I leave for you who are 
skilled in metaphysics to determine. Away they go 
tumbling over and over, revolving on the long axis aa 
they proceed, which they do not very rapidly, with the 
blunt extremity forward. 

Ilero is another form, a little larger than the former, 
but much more slender; yet from the slowness and 
steadiness of its movement more easy of observation. It 
is named S. acus, or " the Ilfeedle Euglena." This ia 
an animalcule of great elegance and brilliance; its 
sparkling green hue, with colourless extremities, and its 
rich pale crimson eye, are very beautiful. It commonly 
swims extended, with a slow gliding motion, turning 
round on its long axis as it proceeds, as may be distinctly 
seen by the rotation of certain clear oblong substances 
in its body. These then are seen not in the interior, 
but near the surface, as they would appear if imbedded 
in the flesh around a hollow centre. The interior ia 
probably npt hollow, but occupied with pellucid sarcode. 
These were assumed byEhrenberg, but on no adequate 
grounds, to be organs connected with reproduction. 
They vary in number in different individuals, and 
those which contain the greatest number are thereby 
more swollen. They appear to be separated into two 
series, one anterior, the other posterior. The animal ia 
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capable of bending its head and body in varions direc- 
tions, bat is most beautiful when straiglit. The front 
is famished with a slender thread-like proboscis. Tliie 
species affords us a good opportunity of observing the 
red spot which, for convenience sake, we may still 
term an eye. It seems to be an in-egular oblong 
vacuole, or excavation in the sarcode, filled with a 
clear ruby-red fluid. The red spot in the Rotifera is 
connected with a well-defined crystalline lens, whoso 
definite form, and high refractive power, may in many 
cases be distinctly marked ; bat here nothing of the 
kind is seen ; the spot itself has no certain shape, and 
does not appear to be bounded by a proper wall. Some 
forms, which are by general consent admitted to bo 
plants, have similar spots; and hence it has been, 
rather too hastily, I venture to think, concluded, that 
they can have no connexion with vision. I think it 
still possible, that a sensibility to the difference between 
light and darkness may be the function of tho organ. 

I have found tliat this animal, when allowed to dry 
on a plate of glass, retains its form and colour perfectly ; 
but in about two days tlie eye-spot, which at first be- 
comes much larger in the drying, gradually loses all 
traces of its brilliant colour, probably by tlie evapora- 
tion of the contained fluid. 

Another pretty species you see gliding along amongst 
the rest, called E. triquei/ra, or the Threoisided. It 
bears a resemblance to a broad rounded leaf, with the 
footstalk forming a short transparent point, and the 
mid-rib elevated into a sharp ridge. The under side 
seems slightly concave. This is equally attractive with 
the others. It is persistent in form, and appeai-s not to 
be even flexible. Its motion is slow, and as it goes. 
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it rolls irregiilarlj over and over in all directions, not 
; axis, and thus giving you very 
satisfactory views — though only 
momentary — of the keel with 
which the back is furnished. It 
is in the turnings of such minute 
creatures that the microscopist 
often gets a glimpse of peculiari- 
ties of form, which a view of tho 
animal when in repose, however 
long continued, fails to reveal. Longitudinal inteiTupted 
lines aro seen running down the body of this pretty leaf, 
which do not appear to mai'k irregularities of the sur- 
face, and therefore are probably internal. Ehrenberg 
calls these and similar collections of granules " ova," 
or eggs ; but this is to cut the knot, instead'of untying 
it. There is no sufficient reason to believe that these 
animals increase by ova. 

About the front of all these EugUnm, you may 
discern now and then a slight flickering or quivering 
in the water. The power we are using, though best 
for the general display of the form, is insufficient to 
resolve this appearance : I will put on a higher objec- 
tive. You now see that there proceeds from thefrontal 
part of the body, a long and very slender filament, which 
is whisked about in the manner of a whip-lash. This 
is considered . to be the organ of locomotion; but I 
rather doubt that such is the function ; the smootli and 
even gliding, often rotating, "of the creature, seems more 
like that produced by minute and generally distributed 
cilias, than that caused by the lashings of a single long 
thread. 

Yet two more species of this extensive genus wo 
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discern in this well-stocked drop of water. They have 
received the appellations of the Pear {E.pyrum), and 
the Sloth '(51 deses). The former is the most minute 
we have yet seen, and seems to be scarce ; but it is 
highly curious and interesting in appearance. It much 
resemhlea, in outline, a fish of the genus Salistea ; the 
muzzle being somewhat pvotrnded and truncate, and the 
form rhomboidal ; it terminates in a slender pointed 
tail. The body ia obliquely fluted, which gives a very 
singular effect; for from the transparency of the tissues 
the lines of the opposite side can be discerned crossing 
those next the eye, and dividing the animal into lozenge- 
shaped areas. The colour is sparkling green, but the 
tail and the edges of the body ai'e clear, and colourless ; 
and there is a bright red eye. At other times this 
Euglena taSes the form of a claret-bottle, or an oil-flask ; 
the muzzle being broadly truncate, or even indented. 

Its motion is rapid ; a swift gliding in tlie direction 
of its long axis ; it turns continually on the same axis, 
whicli gives a waving irregularity to its course; and 
has a pretty efl'ect from the continual crossing of the 
flutings in the revolving. This specimen is about -^^jth 
of an inch in length, including the tail. 

Euglena deses is much larger, being about jijrth of 
an inchin length, tliough tlietailis very short. It has a 
thick body ; with around blunt head ; ittapers suddenly 
to the tail. Its colour is bright green with a red eye ; 
but the presence of an infinite number of irregular 
oblong granules and lines, with several globular vesi- 
cles, gives an opacity and a blackness to its appearance. 
In its manners it is sluggish ; it never swims oi- glides 
gracefully and swiftly among its playful congenei's, but 
contents itself with twining slowly among the flocoso 
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stems and filaments of tlie water-plants, or crawls tipoc 
the surface of the live-box. It docs not appear to 
change its form, otherwise than its soft and flexible 
body necessitates, aa it twines about. 

But enough of the EugUnas. For I have just caught 
siglit of a still more curious creature, the Swan Ani- 
malcule {Trachelocerca olor). It is reposing on one 
of the leaves of the MyriophyU'um, its long and flexible 
neck lengthening and contracting at pleasure, the tip 
thrown about in quick Jerks, in every direction, some- 
what like a caterpillar when it touches several points 
impatiently with its head. 

If we admire the gi-aceful sailing of a swan upon a 
lake, the swelling of its rounded bosom, the elegant 
curves of its long neck, we shall be stfuck with the 
form and motion of this animal. The form lias much 
resemblance to that of a swan, or still more to that of a 
snake-bird {Plotus) ; the body, swelling in the middle, 
tapers gi-adually into a slender pointed tail, at one ex- 
ti-emity, and at the other, into a very long and etjually 
slender neck, which is terminated by a slight dilitation. 
The whole is perfectly transparent, but the body is 
filled with numerous minute globular vessels, or tempo- 
rary stomachs. The grace of its motion as it glides 
along with a free and moderately swift progression 
through the clear water, or winds through the intricate 
passages of the green conferva, throwing its long neck 
into elegant curves, is very remarkable. There are, I 
see, two of them, which however take no notice of each 
other, even when passing close to each other ; the neck 
of one is much longer than that of the other. Now 
and then, when gliding along, the neck is suddenly 
contracted, but not wholiy, as if something had alarmed 
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01- displeased the animal: the body also can be swollen 
or lengthened at pleasure ; it can move in either di- 
rection, but the neck usually goes foremost, extended 
in the direction of the motion, and seems to be used to 
explore the way. 

I had once an opportunity of seeing the process of 
increase by spontaneous eelf-division in this creature. 
It was an unusually large specimen, found in an old in- 
fusion of sage leaves. When I discovered it, it was' 
darting about its long neck in the most beautiful con- 
tortions. As it was partly hidden by the vegetable 
fibres present, I partly turned the glass cover to alter 
the position of the contents. On again looking, the 
Swan was in a clear part of the field, but in tlie form 
of a dark globose mass, the neck being entirely con- 
tracted. It was quite still, except a continual slight 
alteration of the form by the protrusion or contraction 
of parts of the outline. The body seemed full of minute 
globules, set in a granular mass of a blackish hue, and 




the outline was not a continuous line, but formed a multi- 
tude of rounded elevations. Presently it protruded the 
clear neck, but only for a short distance, and then re- 
tracted it as before ; when the only indication of tlie 
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presence of this organ was a depression in one part of 
the EU]face, somewhat like the mouth of a closed Acti- 
nia, where there was a slight bat incessant working, 
very much like the irregular motion on the surface of 
hoiling water, in miniature ; there was also an indistinct 
ciliary action at this part, not of rotation, nor of yibra- 
tion, but a sort of waving. At this point I had occasion 
to get up from the table, and though I was not away 
more than a minute, on my return I observed a eti-ong 
constriction around the middle of the body. It was 
transTerse, for the depressed and ciliated mouth was at 
a point exactly at right angles to the constriction. 
From the depth to which this latter extended in so few 
minutes, I supposed the process of separation would be 
vei-y i-apid ; for 1 could very soon see a hne of light all 
across at intervals, and the two halves seemed to slide 
freely on each other. Yet they remained long without 
much apparent progress, or even change, except that 
the anterior half at one time threw forth its neck a 
short distance ; at this time it looked extremely like a 
bii-d, bridling up its lithe neck and swelling bosom ; 
while to make the resemblance perfect, it began to 
imitate tlie action of a fowl picking up grain, bobbing 
its head hither and thitlier; so curious are the analogies 
of nature t Along the dividing line, there had appeared 
very early in the posterior half, a distinct ciliary action ; 
after a while (how, I do not exactly know) without the 
general relation of position being changed, the mouth 
of the anterior (which must now be called tlie old) 
animal appeared on the side, and at the point corres- 
pondent in the other, a similar ciliary wreath appeared, 
while the action along the dividing Hne was no longer 
seen. So that the division which was at first transverse 
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now appeared longitudinal. I believe, however, tho 
animals were really Beparated before this, though they 
remained in contact, for as they slid over each other, it 
waa manifest that each had an independent action. 

At length, about an hour and a half after the first 
appearance of the constriction, tlie new animal threw 
oat its clear neck to a great length, writhing it about 
witli rapid agility, and forming the most elegant 
curves, like those of a sei-pent, orten completely encir- 
cling itB own body with it. It still remained, however, 
in contact with its parent, which, after a time, also 
protruded its neck in tho same manner. Both then 
retracted and remained still for a while ; and again, 
almost Bimultaneously, threw out their long nocks, and 
again retired to sluggish repose. 

Among the sediment, the grains of which are 
driven hither and thither by their spasmodic jerking 
movements, yon see several individuals of another sort 
of creatures— the Chrysalis Animalcule {Parammciuin 
aurelia.) This is a " whale among minnows ; " for it 
is greatly larger than any of those we have yet ob- 
served ; and is just visible to the naked eye, when we 
hold up the live-box obliquely against the light ; for 
then the animals appear as the smallest possible white 
specks. 

Bringing them again under the microscope, each 
presents a pellucid appearance, and an oblong figure, 
of which the fore part is somewhat nai-rowed. The 
back rises in a rounded elevation ; and the mouth is 
situated as far back as tlie middle of the body upon 
the under sui-face, whore its position is marked by a 
sort of long fold, the sides of which are fringed wiUi 
long cilia, whose vibrations arc very marked. The 
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whole surface, on both sides, is covered with minutG 
cilia, arranged in longitudinal rows, of which, accord- 
ing to the great Prussian professor, there are from 
thirty to sixty on each snriace, each row bearing sixty 
or seventy cilia. This must bo considered as an ap- 
proximation ; for we may well doubt tho accuracy of 
the counting, when the objects are so very evanescent 
as these vibrating cilia. 

The vacuoles, and the temporary stomachs, mora 
or less completely filled with the brown and green 
food, which the animals are collecting from tlie de- 
cayed vegetable matters, are snfSciently numerous and 
conspicuous; but they may be rendered still more so 
hy tho device of mixing a little carmine with tlie 
water. The ciliary currents are thus instantaneously 
rendered strikingly visible. The crimson atoms are 
attracted from all quarters towards the tail of the ani- 
mal, whence they are urged in a rapid stream along 
one side towards tiie head, around which they are 
hntled, and then down the other side to tlie tail, pour- 
ing off in a dense cloud in a direction contrary to that 
in which they originally approached. 

But now the gathered currents have produced their 
expected' result ; for many of tho globulav vacuoles are 
already become' of a beautiful rosy hue, from the mi- 
nute particles of the pigment which have been whirled 
to the mouth, and swallowed. 

The feature of greatest interest, however, in tliis 
animal is the contractile bladder. Two of tliese organs 
are usually seen co-existent in each individual; placed, 
the one on the front, the other iu the rear of the mouth, 
but near the opposite—*. 6. the dorsal, surface of the 
body ; for as the creature slowly revolves on its longi- 
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tudinai axis, tlie line of the veBicles alternately ap- 
proaches and recedes from that of the mouth. They 
are remarkable for their structare. Far from tlie sim- 
plicity in which the organ is usually presented to us in 
the animals of this class, the contractile bladdere are 
here very complex. Each when distended is globular; 




and it is sun-ounded hy a number of others of much 
smaller dimensions, and of a drop-like form, so set as 
to radiate round the principal vesicle as a centre, the 
rounded portion of each in apparent contact with the 
vesicle ; and the slender extremity running off as an 
attenuated point till lost to sight in tlie sarcode. The 
main vesicles alternately become distended, and sud- 
denly contract to a point ; while the radiating cells are 
continually varying in size, though in a less degree. 
It is customary to describe the secondary vesicles as 
coming into Tiew at the instant of the contraction of 
the primary one, and to suppose that the emptying of 
the one is the filling of the other ; but I have not been 
able to observe this mutual relation satisfactorily made 
out. The smaller as well as the larger vesicles are 
conspicuous from their colourless transparency; for 
the general sarcode of the body, though pellucid, is 
only so in the same degree as glass, slightly smoked ; 
besides that its clearness is often impaired by crowds 
of granules and minute globules. 
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You ask what is that comparatively large oval body 
attached by its side to one of the leaves of the plant. 
It is the egg of some considerable Kotifer, probably 
Euchlanis^ -which is always glued to some filament or 
stem of a water-plant. It may interest you to watch 
the progress of the contained embryo, which you can 
readily do, since the egg-shell is as transparent as glass, 
and the infant animal already displays the movements 
of independent life. Meanwhile I will tell you the 
tragical and lamentable history of just such an embryo 
as this, tliat was eaten up before it was bora, under my 
own eye. One of the depredators was a -vcTy amusing 
animalcule, which is sufficiently scarce to mate its oe- 
cun-ence a thing of interest, especially to a young mi- 
croscopist, as I was at the time. 

A large egg of (as I believe) Hhchlanis dilatata had 
been laid during the night on a leaf of WdeUa, in the 
live-box. When I ob 
served it, the tranepa 
rency of the shell allow 
ed the enclosed animal 
to be seen with its \i-- 
cera ; which occasionally 
contracted and expand 
ed ; the place of the m.m 
tax I could distinctly 
make out. The cilia 
were vibrating, not very 
rapidly, but constantly, on the front, where there was 
a vacant space between the animal and the shell. 
From 7 A. M., when I first saw it, I watched it for about 
eight lionrs, witliout perceiving any change ; but at 
that hour, having ivithdrawn for a short time, I per- 




;., Google 



456 EVKNISGS iT THE UICEOSCOPE. 

ceived on my return that a portion of tlie animal was 
outside the shell. The appearance waa that of a small 
colotirlesa bladder oozing out, at an imperceptible 
aperture; and this ova! vesicle quickly bnt gradually 
increased, until it was half as large as the egg itself. 
A little earlier than this point, the cilia were seen on 
the front or lower side of the excluded portion, and 
these began to wave languidly in a hooked form. They 
thus seemed much longer and more subetanfial than 
when rotating in the perfect animal. When excluded 
to the extent just named, some little creatures that 
were ilitting about found it, and began to assemble 
round it. Tliese were far too rapid in their movements 
to allow me to identify them before, or to perceive any 
thing else tlian their swift motion and oval form ; bnt 
this attraction causing them to become still, allowed 
me to perceive their singular and beautiful structure. 
Each consists of an, oval vase open at the top, the 
margin of which is cut into a number of little points ; 
the sides are marked by a series of ribs, which run 
down longitudinally, and are crossed by otiier trans- 
verse ones ; the rounded bottom is furnished with 
three short points ; so that the whole reminded me of 
a barrel with its staves and hoops, set on a three- 
legged stool. Witliin the body, which is colourless, 
are seen small dark spots, which are probably the 
Btomach-vacuoles. Thus I identified these little bar- 
rels with Coleps hirfus of Ehrenberg, bnt I found no 
record of their caraivorous propensities. One after 
another whirled into the field, and after a few gyra- 
tions became stationary at the head of the half-born 
JEwcMams, just as I have seen vultures gather one by 
one to a carcase. Very soon tliere were a dozen or 
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fifteen of tliem, some of wliich -were ever shifting their 
places, and some were playing around, or revolving 
on their longitudinal axis. I found that their object 
really was to prey on the soft parts of the creature 
jnst excluded from the egg; for by carefully watching 
one, I distinctly perceived particles of the flesh fly off, 
as it were, and disappear in the body of the Cdeps. 
The appearance was that of steel-filings drawn to a 
magnet, for tlie mouth of the Ooleps was not in actual 
contact with the flesh ; and therefore, I suppose, the 
smfaee having been in some way ruptured (which I 
could see it was), the loose gelatinous atoms were 
sucked off by a strong ciliary current. They did not 
attack any otiier part, and after having continued their 
murderous occupation about ten minutes, they one by 
one departed. The ciliary motion of the Euchlanis 
ceased immediately after it was first attacked, and I 
suppose it was soon killed, for it did not increase in 
size in the leaet afterwards. When the Oolepes left it, 
a great portion, perhaps a third, of the excluded parts, 
was devoured. 

As soon as the depredators were gone, or even 
before, others more diminutive, but more numerous, 
were ready to fake their place. The drop of water 
under review had been found amazingly full of a small 
Monas, perfectly transparent, of an oval form, with 
some granules visible in the interior. They were about 
To5o*^ of an inch in length. Tliey filled the whole 
field, gliding about very nimbly, but so close as but 
just to allow space for motion, and that in several 
strata. By the morning these were collected in masses, 
which, to the naked eye, looked like little undefined 
white clouds, but which under the microscope showed 
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the MonaJs in incalculable multitudeE, but for the 
most part in still repose. Some were still moving to 
and fi-o, however, and, in the coui-se of the day, most 
of tliem became again active. As soon as tlie Colepes 
had forsaken tlieir prey, the Monads began to gatiier 
around it, cleaving to the same parts, and apparently 
imbibing the juices ; for the extruded paiis still slowly 
decreased, until at length these were reduced to about 
one-third of their original dimensions. 

A close examination of these latter, wlien they bad 
settled to rest, showed me that they were of the species 
Chilomonas parwrncBoiwrn. There is an indentation on 
one side of the front, where the mouth is situated ; 
here tliere is a ciliaiy action ; the projecting part, 
called the lip, is said to he furnished with two slender 
flexible proboscides ; but my power was not sufficient 
to discern any trace of these. A sort of a ridge, or 
keel, runs down the length of the body, perceptible by 
a slight line ; numbej^s of stomach cells also are per- 
ceptible. The motion of these lip-monads was not 
very rapid when unexcited ; it is performed by a sort 
of lateral half-roll, the two sides alternately being 
turned up, like a boat broadside to a swell, and the 
line of progression is undulating. 

And now having pretty well exhausted the con- 
tents of this live-box, let ua try a dip from this, other 
phial from another locality, equally productive, if I am 
not mistaken. Tes ; for, to begin, the stalks of Nitdla 
here are fringed with populous colonies of the most 
attractive of all the Infnsoria, the beautiful Yorticellm. 
The species is not the common bell-shaped one, but 
the smaller \pith pursed mouth, the little V. micros- 
toma. 
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Look at this active group, consisting of a dozen or 
BO of glassy vases, shaped something like pears, or ele- 
gant antique urns, elevated on tJie extremities of long 
and very slender stalks, as slender as threads, and 
about six times as long as the vases. The stalks grow 
from tlie midst of the floccose mbbish attached to the 
plant, and diverge as tliey ascend, thus carrying their 
lovely bells clear of one another. 

Each vase is elegantly ventneose in the middle, 
terminating below in a kind of nipple to which the 
stalk is attached, and above iii a short -wide neck with 




a fhiekened rim. This last is highly sensitive and con- 
tractile ; its inner edge is set round ■with a circle of 
vibratile cilia, which, when in full play, produce a 
pair of small circular vortices over two opposite points 
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of the brim. The cilia thenieelves cannot be distin- 
guished, but their optical espreesion ia carious. At 
the two opposite points of the circular margin, as seen 
in perspective when slightly inclined towards the ob- 
server, viz., at those points where the cilia, from their 
position with regard to the eye, would be crowded to- 
gether, there are seen two dark dashes, representing, 
doubtleBs, two ciliary waves, but which have all the 
appearance of tangible objects, sometimes withdrawn, 
sometimes protruded, and often vibrating with a rapid 
snatching movement. 

These vases are of the usual appearance in Infuso- 
ria, Their substance is the clear transparent colourless 
sarcode, but it contains within it more or less of the 
cloudy nebulous matter which we have been lately 
familiar with. Tliere are several globular vesicles or 
vacuoles, some ready to imbibe colour from pigment, 
and others already occupied with brown food, while in 
each case we see, near the centre of the vase, a longish 
body of clear granular texture, which is called the 
nncleus, and which seems to play an essential part in 
the vital economy of the animal. 

The movements of a group such as that we are 
looking at are very sprightly and pleasing. The vases 
turned in all directions, some presenting their mouths, 
some their sides, some their bases to the eye ; incKned 
at various angles from the perpeudic\ilar, and bending 
in diverse degrees upon the extremity of their stalks ; 
swaying slowly and gracefully to and fro, as driven 
hither and thither by the ciliary currents, and, above 
all, ever flying up and down within the length of their 
radius, as a bird when confined by a string ; — all these 
circumstances impart a charm to this elegant animal- 
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cule, whicli enables us to look long at it without wea- 
riness. 

This last movement is peculiar, aiid worthy of a 
moment's closer examination. The stalk, when ex- 
tended to the utmost, is an elastic glassy thread, nearly 
straight, like a wire, but never so absolutely straight 
as not to show slight undulations. The stalk when 
thus roudered tense by extension, is highly sensitive 
to Tibrations in the surrounding medium ; and as in 
the circumstancea in which we observe the animals, 
such vibrations must be every instant communicated 
to tho vessel in which tiiey are confined, the stalks are 
no sooner tense than they contract with alarm. This 
depends on a contractile cord which passes throughout 
the entire length of tho stalk, and which is distinctly 
visible in the !ai"ger species as a narrow band. Wo 
can Rcarcely err in considering this ribbon as a rudi- 
mentary condition of muscle, though we do not recog- 
nise in it some of the characteristic conditions in which 
we are accustomed to see it in higher animals. 

The contraction of the muscle is very sudden, ener- 
getic, and complete, "With a rapidity which the eye 
cannot follow, the vase is brought down almost to the 
very base of the stalk. Then it slowly rises again, and 
now we see, what we could not discern in tho act of 
contraction itself, that in that act the stalk was thrown 
into an elegant spiral of many turns, which at the ut- 
most point of contraction were packed close on each 
other, but which in the extending act gi'adually sepa- 
rate, and at length straighten their curves. 

In any stage of the extension, the sudden contact 
of the vase with any floating or fixed object apparently 
causes alarm, and induces the vigorous contraction; 
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but -vibrations, even when so violent as those produced 
ty tapping the stage of the microscope with the finger- 
nail, have no effect unless tlie stalk te tense, its own 
power of vibration being tlien only developed, just aa 
a cord becomes musical in the ratio of its tension. 

It is not tintil wc view these creatures with a good 
microscope that we acquire an adequate idea of their 
beauty : for myself, at least, it was so. I had seen en- 
gravings of many of the invisible animalcnles, and had 
read technical descriptions ; but of their brilliant trans- 
parency, their sudden and sprightly motions, their gen- 
eral elegance and delicacy, and tlie apparent intelli- 
gence with which they are endowed, neither hooks nor 
engravings had given me any conception. 

Some of the individuals under our present exam- 
ination are exhibiting phenomena of no less interest 
than their form and motions. Some of the stalks are 
terminated by two vases instead of one, which appear 
to spring from a common point. These, Iiowever, are 
the result of the spontaneous splitting of one ; and in 
other examples you may see the process in different 
stages, or, if your patience endure a, couple of hours' 
watching,- you may trace the whole phenomena, as I 
have done, from the moment when it first becomes re- 
cognisable, to its completion in the freedom of one of 
the newly formed animalcules. 

For instance, you perceive that one of the beUs 
instead of being vase-shaped, has assumed a globular 
form. By keeping your eye on this for only a few 
moments, you detect a depression forming in the midst 
of its front outline, which momentarily deepens, until 
it is manifestly a cleft. ■ The division proceeds down- 
wards, the two halves healing simultaneously, so that 
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they are at all times pei-feetly smooth and rounded ; at 
length two -pases appear, side by side, where a few 
minutes before there liad been but one. 

One of these is destined to be ultimately thrown 
off, while tlie other retains sole possession of the stalk. 
You soon see which it is that is going to emigrate : for 
though the two are alike in size, tlie roving one early 
closes the mouth of the vase, becoming smooth and 
globular there, never to open again. The cilia, now 
therefore become useless, disappear by absorption ; but 
meanwhile a new circle of these organs are developed 
around the basal extremity of the vase, and these, 
every instant becoming more vigorous in their motions, 
sway the little globe about on its point of attachment. 
At length the connexion yields, breaks, and tlie ani- 
malcule shoots away, rowed by its hundred oars, to 
iind a new abode, and to found a new colony. 

Here and tliere you see shooting through the giwip, 
with a rapid gliding movement, an oblong clear body. 
This is one of the vases, formed by self-division, and 
exercising its newly found power of locomolion. It is 
giddily roving hither and thither, until the instinct of 
wandering ceases, when it will soberly settle down, 
affix itself by tbe point whieh was formerly its mouth, 
whence a new stalk will gradually gi"ow, and opening 
a new mouth in the midst of the new crown of cilia. 

I believe that the division is sometimes transvei-se 
instead of longitudinal, tlie cleft occurring by constric- 
tion across the middle of the vase ; but this I have not 
seen. In whatever direction it takes place, it is essen- 
tial that the oblong granular body, called the nucleus, 
which you see in each vase, be divided, Uie cleft pass- 
ing througli the middle of this substance, a portion 
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of ■which is tlierefore appropriated to eacli new made 
animal. 

That the essential Titality of tlie creature resides 
in this nucleus is shown by another and highly curious 
mode of increase, nameh', that -which is effected by 
encystion. Let us search the live-box carefully, for 
amidst BO great a profusion of VorHcellm as -we have 




on this Nitella, it -will go hard if we do not find some 
individuals in the encysted stage. 

Look at this elegant object. It resembles a tram- 
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pet of tlie clearest glass, with a ronndod extremity, and 
with the bese affixed to the weed, from which it stands 
lip erect. Within the expanded part of the trumpet 
there is a turbid mass, with a perfectly defined outline, 
from several points of which proceed radiating pencils 
or tufts of long, straight, stiff, elastic filaments, like 
threads of spun glaes, varying greatly in length, and 
each terminated by a little tnob of the same material. 
The tout ensemble of this object is very attractive and 
beautiful, and its history is a tale of marvels. 

No wonder that Ehrenberg, supposing this form to 
be an independent animal, gave it a generic and spe- 
eiiie name. He called it Acmeta inystaoiiia. For who 
wpuld have suspected that this stiff and motionless ob- 
ject, with its tufts of flexible but inanimate threads, 
had any connexion with the sprightly vases which we 
have been examining \ Yet it is the same animalcule, 
in what we may, with a certain liberty of phi-ase, call 
its chrysalis condition ! 

The history of the. yorticeUa, as it has been elabo- 
rately worked out by Dr. Stein, exhibits phenomena 
analogous to those marvellous changes which we lately 
considered under tlie appellation of the Alternation of 
(fenerations. Large individuals withdraw tlieir circle 
of cilia, close up the mouth, and become globular, 
and then secrete from their whole sui-face a gummy 
substance, which hardens into a spherical ti-ansparent 
shell, inclosing the Yortioella in its cavity, in the form 
of a simple vesicle. Within this vesicle is seen the 
band-shaped nucleus, unchanged, and what was the 
contractile bladder, which, however, no longer con- 
tracts. 

By and by this torpid Yorticella enlai'ges itself Jr- 
20* 
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regularly, pushing out ita substance in tufts of threads, 
and frequently protmding from one side a larger mass, 
which becomes an adhering stalk. Thus it has become 
an Acineta, such as wo now behold. 

From this condition two widely different results 
may proceed. In the one case, the encysted Varti- 
cella separates itself from tlie walls of the Atdneta, con- 
tracts into an oval body, furnished at one end with a 
circle of vibratory clUa, by whose movements it rotates 
vigorously in its prison, wiiile the more obtuse end is 
perforated by a mouth loading into an interna! cavity. 
In the interior of this active oval body there are seen 
the band-like nucleus, and a, cavity which has again 
begun to contract and to expand at regular intervals. 
It is, in fact, in every resi til a Ywtieella vase, 
which lias just freed itselt f n t talk. Presently, 
the perpetnai ciliary actioi fa th away the walls 
of the Acineta that tJiey b t at e point or other, 
and the little Vortioella br al t f p son, and com- 
mences life afresh. The Acineta, meanwhile, soon 
heals its wound, and after a while develops a new 
nucleus, which passes through the same stages as I 
have described, and bursts out a second Vortioella. 

But the cycle of changes may be quite different 
from this. For sometimes the nucleus within the 
Acineta, instead of forming a VorticeUa, breaks itself 
up into a great number of tiny clear bodies, resem 
bling iTonads, whicli soon acquire independent mo- 
tion, and glide rapidly about the cell formed by the 
inclosed VorticellarhoAj as in a little sea. But by 
and by, this body, together with the Acineta wall, 
suddenly bursts, and the whole group of !Monad-like 
embryos are shot out, to the number of thirty or up- 
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wards. The Acineta now collapses and disappeai's, 
having done its office, wLile the embiyoB shoot hither 
and thither in newly acquired tVeedom. It is aasnmed, 
on pretty good grounda, that these embryos soon be- 
come fixed, develop stalks, which are at firat not con- 
tractile, and gi'adnally grow into perfect Yorticellm 
small at the beginning, but capable of self-division, and 
of passing into the Acineta stage, and gradually attain- 
ing the full size of the race. 

Some forms of the setuo family, VorticelladoSy&VG 
interesting as dwelling in beautiful crystalline houses, 
of various shapes, always elegant. Ail these have 
been ascertained to pass tlirongh the same or similar 
Acineta stages. Cothumia imherbia is one of the 
prettiest of these. The cell is of an elegant ampulla- 
like form, perfectly transparent and colourless, set on 
a stiff foot, or short pedicle, which shows many trans- 
verse folds, like those of leather. From the month of 
the vase projects the animal, whose form may be dis- 
tinctly traced tlirough the clear walls of the cell, at- 
tached to its bottom, whence it stretches upward when 
seeking prey, or to which it shrinks when aJarmed. 

In the former condition the body resembles a much 
elongated Yorticella, with a similar circular orifice, set 
round with ciiia. Often the animal performs it» ciliary 
vibrations witliin the shelter of its house, not venturing 
to proti'ude beyond its rim. If carmine be mixed witli 
the water, the atoms are seen in tlie customary vortex, 
and some are occasionally drawn into the cell nearly 
half-way down its cavity, and then swiftly driven out 
again. On a slight tap upon the table the animal 
withdraws, and in the same moment the urn bends 
down upon its leatljery pedicle, at a point where there 
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ia always an angle, until the rim of tLe cell is in con- 
tact with the plant to whicli it is attached. Tliia action 
18 instantaneous. Presently, however, it rises, and re- 
sumes its former position, and then the mouth of the 
cell slowly opens, and 'the animal again protrudes, the 
cilia appearing first, and finally the head or front part 
of the animal, which is then opened and begins to 
rotate. 

Very similar to tins are the Vagimcolm, but the 
cells which they inhabit are not stalked, but are im- 
movably affixed to plants. In V. crysiaUina, the cell 
is a tall goblet, standing erect, perfectly colourless ; 
while in V. deevmbens, it is slipper-shaped, attached 
along its side, and of a golden-brown hue, but still 
quite transparent. Here is, fortunatelj', a group of 
the latter species, scattered about the leaves of tlio 
NiteUa. 

Though, in general, both in form and liabits, 
closely like- the Oothumia, yet the Ya^inicola has 




some peculiarities flf interest. The ciHa are more de- 
veloped, and can be more distinctly seen than in either 
Cothumia or Yorticella, fonnlng, when in swift action, 
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a filmy ring above the margin, along which, as if upon 
a wheel, one or more dark points are frequently seen 
to run swiftly round ; the optical expression, as I pre- 
sume, of a momentary slackening in the speed of the 
wave. The act of self-division talies place in this 
animal, as in the VorticeUce ; and it is curious to see 
two Vaginicola, exactly alike, lovingly inhabiting the 
same cell. One of the cells which we aro now exam- 
ining is in this doubly tenanted condition. 

I will now exliibit to you some examples of the 
most highly organized foi-ms of this class of animals, 
in which we discern a marked superiority over any 
that we have yet looked at, and a distinct approach to 
those animals whose more precise movemente are per- 
formed by means of special limbs. These creatures 
are excessively common, both in fresh and sea water, 
wherever vegetable matter is in process of decomposi- 
tion ; and hence their presence can at all times be com- 
manded by keeping infusions. In this old infusion of 
8age leaves for instance, they occur in vast multitudes, 
past all imagination ; as you may see with a lens in 
this drop. 

This group belongs to the genus Stylonyohia, and 
I believe to the species S. pustulata. It presents the 
form of an oval disk, which, when seen sideways, is 
found to be flat beneath and convex above. It com- 
monly swims with the belly upwards, and wlien ex- 
hibited on the stage of the micrcjpcope, in almost every 
case, this surface is presented to the eye. It darts 
about very irregularly, with a bobbing motion, rarely 
going far in one direction, but shooting a little dis- 
tance, and then instantly receding, turning short round, 
and starting hither and thither, so fitfully that it is very 
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diflacult to obtain a fair eight of its structure. Its mar- 
gin, however, is sun'ounded by short cilia ; the month, 
whicli is a long opening on the front part, and at the 
left side (as to the animal) of the ventral surface, ia 
fringed with long cilia, which are continually vibrating. 
These are the organs of the darting motion ; hut the 
creature ci-awls like a mouse, along the stems of con- 
ferva, &c., which it performs by means of curved spines, 
called -uncini, near the front part, the points of which 
are applied to the stem, and also by long stifi' styles, or 
bristles, which project backward and downward from 
the hinder part. Sometimes the animalcules crawl for 
a moment back-downward, on the inner surface of the 
glass cover, when the bases of the anterior curved 
spines appear dilated like large spots. The spines are 
not capable of much action, but they are rapidly used. 
The general appearance of the creature reminds us of 
the little "Wood-louse or Armadillo of our gardens. The 
interior of the body is occupied with a granular sub- 
stance, in which are scattered many globular, vesicles 
of different sizes. The animal is very transparent, and 
almost colourless. They increase very fast by trans- 
verse division, which is perfoi-med under the micro- 
scope, so as greatly to increase the number under ex- 
amination, even in an hour or two. A cpnstriction 
forms in the middle of one, which c[uickly deepens, 
dividing the oblong creature into two of circular figure. 
The mouth of the new one, with its vibi"atile cilia, is 
formed long before separation is complete, and at the 
Bamo end and side as in t)\& parent. The styles and 
bristles then form, and the creatures are held together 
for a few seconds by these organs, even when the 
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bodies are distinctly severed. When sepai'ated, they 
retain the round form for some time, 

"When a drop of water is examined between two 
plates of glass, it is amusing to observe the numbera 
that congregate in the sinuosities left by the gradual 
drying of the fluid. This probably becomes unfit for 
respiration, for the motion of the cilia becomes raoro 
and more languid, and the creatures die before the 
water is dry. They not only die but vanish, so that 
where there were scores, so close that in moving they 
indented each other's sides and crawled over one 
another — if we look away for a few minutes, and again 
look, we see nothing but a few loose granules. This 
puzzled me, till I watched some dying, and I found 
that each one burst and as it were dissolved. Tlie 
cilia moved up to the very last moment, especially the 
sti'ong ones in front, until, from some point in the out- 
line, the edge became invisible, and immediately tlie 
animal became shapeless, and from the part which had 
dissolved the interior parts seemed to escape, or ratlier 
the skin, so to speak, seemed to dissolve, leaving only 
tlie loose viscera. Promthemidst of these then preyed, 
as if by the force of an elastic fluid within, several 
vesicles of a pearly appearance, varying in number and 
size, and then the whole became evanescent. 

You will have observed that the admixture of car- 
mine to the water, while the animalcules were active, 
shows the direction of the ciliary motion with great 
distinctness. The particles form two vortices, one on 
each side of the front, which meet in the centre in a 
strong current, and pass off behind the m( nth on each 
side. We do not perceive that any of them swallow 
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tlie pai'ticies of carmine, for the internal vessels remain 
colourless. 

I Lave found that if a drop of -water containing 
these animals, be placed on a slip of glass exposed to 
the open air, they do not burst as the ■ water dries 
away ; but dry flat on the glass, their bodies broader, 
but shorter than when alive, and quite entire. Their 
cilia are then very manifest. On being again wetted, 
though after only a few minutes' desiccation, I have 
never been able to revive them, nor any other Infu- 
soria in like circumstances, notwithstanding what is 
stated in boots. 

Here ia another species in equally amazing pro- 
fusion, S. ■mytilua. Its form is oblQng, with rounded 
extremities, the anterior obliquely dilated. This spe-. 
cies affords a good example of the various organs of 
locomotion. A transparent oblong shield, which is 
quite soft and flexible, is spread over the back, which 
does not prevent the eye discerning ail the organs 
through it, though mucli more commonly the animal, 
when under the microscope, crawls belly-upward, 
beneath the glass cover of the live-box. Around 
the anterior part, which J8 broiidened, are placed cilia, 
which are vibratile ; these are continued round the 
mouth, a sort of fold on the side. Towards tlie posterior 
extremity on each side are other rows of cilia, which 
being largo are well displayed. On tlie ventral surface, 
chiefly towai'ds the front part, are seen several thick 
pointed processes, shaped lite the prickles of a rose, 
but flexible, and capable of being turned every way. 
These are the iincini, and are evidently used as feet, 
the tips being applied to the glass. The optical effect 
of the throwing about of these uncini, when the place 
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which they touch is in focus, is very curious. They 
are rapidly moved, but without regularity; the tips 
bend as they toucli the surface of the glass ; some 
of them seem to have accessary hairs, equally long, 
but slender, proceeding from the same base. On the 
hinder quarter of the ventral Bui-faee are several thick 
pointed spines ; these are inflexible, nearly stjaiglit, 
placed side by side, but not in regular order, some 
reaching beyond others, I have not seen these used, 
but they commonly remain sticking out in a horizontal 
direction. These organs are termed styles. Besides 
these, there are three slender bristles, called seUB, 
placed at the liinder extremity, the centra! one in the 
line of the body, the others radiating at an angle. 
These are distinguished from the cilia, not only by their 
length, but by not being vibratile. Tlie motions of 
these animals are powerful, but irregular and fitful, 
very much like those of the former species. They dart 
hither and thither, backward as well as forward, oc- 
casionally shooting round and round in a circle, 
with many gyrations, much like the pretty little 
polished beetles {Gyrinns) that play in mazy dances on 
the surface of a pool. Tlie two extremities seem 
covered with minute pits or stipplings, but colourless ; 
the central part is occupied with yellowish granules of 
different sizes. 

I once witnessed the dissolution of one of these 
animals under peculiar circumstances. Two or three 
stems of an aquatic plant had become crossed in the 
live-bos so as to form an ai'ca, into which the Stylo^iy- 
ohia had somehow introduced himself. There was just 
room for him to move backward and forward without 
turning, and the space was about three times his own 
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length. Within this narrow limit he impatiently con- 
tinued crawling to and fro, moving his uneini with 
great rapidity and showing their extreme flexibility, 
for as he applied them now to the stem, now to the 
Bnrface of the glass, these whip-like. nncini were some- 
times bent double. The so-called styles at the posterior 
exti'cmity, though less frequently used so, were yet 
occasionally bent and applied to the surface as feet, so 
that they are certainly not inflexible as supposed, nor 
do I see any essential difference between them and the 
uneini. The whole body was flexible, taking the form 
of any passage or nook into which it was thrust, yet 
recovering its elasticity immediately the pressure was 
removed. Its proper form appeared to be convex 
above and concave beneath, rather than flat. After 
having been thus employed about lialf an hour 
under my observation, it became still, moving only 
its cilia, when I left it a little while, and on my return 
found that it wae dissolved ; the outline having en- 
tirely disappeared, and nothing being left but the 
granules, and globular vesicles, that had constituted 
its viscera, some of which still contained the carmine 
which had been very perceptible in the living animal. 
This was the more remarkable as thoro was plenty 
of water. It looked like suicide, a spontaneous 
choosing of death rather than hopeless captivity. 

Common as these Stylonyckim are, and abundant 
beyond all calculation, where they do occur, from 
their tendency to self-division, they are not so univer- 
sally met with as their cousins, of the genus Euplotea. 
These are still more highly organized, and will please 
you by their activity and sprightly intelligence, I am 
sure. Here are several individuals in the live-box 
at this moment. 
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Tliey differ from the Siylonychm, in having the 

Boft body covered with a plate of crystal mail, hard 

and inflexible, ranch like the shield of a Tortoise. 

Several species have this glassy shield marked with 

delicate lines running lengthwise; sometimes in the 

form of parallel ridges, as in a little species found in 

infusions (perhaps E. charon ;) at others forming rows 

of minute round knobs, as E. iruncatus, the species 

now before us. Tlie shield is ample, considerably 

^.^jTr^vsi:;;,^^ overlapping tlie soft body ; 

/f ^^^ ^ ^ ^ / it rises into an arched 

^^JI^^B^^^^r:^^-— form in the centre ; and 

^^^^Sl^^^~/^ 's more or less i-ound or 

'^^Y'-^-gS^ >*^\ oval. The mouth is ob- 

'^Bl i \\\^ ■ * '"•i^^'\ ^^ liciue, and extends a long 

^'^ ' ■ "" ■^•"'^ \ way down the under sm-- 

^''"''™^' face ; it is set with strong 

and fine cilia, which also spread over the front. The 

organs of motion are, as before, long styles, pointed and 

rather stiff processes, which project from beneath the 

shell backwards and downwards, and soft hook-like 

uncini which are set chiefly near the fore part of the 

inferior surface. In the species before us, these arc 

about six or seven in number, bvit in E. charon thej' 

are more numerous. The twinkling rapidity with 

which these little feet are applied to the surface in 

crawling affords a pleasing sight ; particularly when 

the animal is running back-downwards on the upper 

glass plate of the live-box. Some species have bristles 

(or seid) af&xed to the hinder part of the shell, from 

which they diverge. In E. tmncatus these are four, 

but they are wanting in E. charon. The body displays a 

mass of gi-anules, vacuoles, and vesicles of different sizes. 



..Google 



4T6 EVENINGS AT THE MICKOBCOPE. 

These are very beautifal objects ; and theii 
sprightly motions, and apparent intelligence, give them 
an additional interest. They crawl more than they 
swim, running with great swiftness hither and thither, 
freq^ueotly taking short starts, and suddenly stopping. 
The specimens which wo are examining are taken from 
water which had been kept in a jar for several weeks. 
The vegetable matters are decaying, and among the 
stems and filaments this pretty species crawls and 
dodges about. It seems reluctant to leave the shelter 
of the decaying solution ; sometimes one. will creep out 
a little way into the open water ; but in an instant it 
darts back, and settles in among the stems and floccu 
lent matter. Any attempt by turning tlie glass cover 
to bring it out into view only makes it dive deeper into 
the mass, as if seeking concealment. Tliis is about 
jjith of an inch in length of lorica; and the E. cliaron 
is not more than one-fourth of this size. These crea- 
tures remind one of an Oniecus, especially when in 
profile. 

There is an animal very closely allied to these, but 
much more beautifal, being of a clear greenish trans- 
luceney, with several vesicles filled with a rose- 
coloured or purple fluid of much brilliancy. This 
creature, which bears the name of OMajyiidodon, has 
the peculiarity of a set of wand-like teeth arranged in 
a hollow cylinder. 

And with these we dismiss the Infusoria, a class of 
animals, which, from their minuteness, the number and 
variety of their species, their exceeding abundance, the 
readiness with which they may be procured, and, as it 
were, made to our hand (by simply steeping vegetable 
matter in water, and the uncertainty which still pre- 
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vails as to many parts of their structure and economy ; 
and thei-efore, as to their trae affinities in the great 
Plan of creation — offer one of the most promising 
fields of research which a young microscopiat conld 
cultivate. 



These are thy glorious works, Parent gf good 

Almigtit; ; thioe tbis unirGrsal frame ; 

Thus wondrous fair; Tbyaelf how woDiJroua then 1 

Unspeakable, who B[tt'st above these heav'as. 

To us inviiiible, or dimlj seen 

In these thy loviest works ; yet these declare 

Thy goodaeaa beyond thought, and power divine. 
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